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L e tte r  to Genera l Synod of 
the  Canadian Reformed 
Churches 1986,
A p r i l 14,36

Esteemed B ro th e rs  in  our Lord Jesus C hris t;  G reetings.

The Com m ittee on B ib le  T ra n s la t io n s  is  send ing a le t te r  in s tead  of a report. 
From the s ta r t  the  Com m ittee had d if f ic u lt y  ge tt in g  to work.

To beg in  w ith , Synod 1983 fa ile d  to  n o t ify  the convener, Rev.J.VanR ietschoten  
of h is  appo in tm en t to  the  Comm ittee and of h is  task as convener. T h is  f in a lly  
became known when the  A cts were rece ived  by the churches.

Second ly , Synod 1983 fa ile d  to  g ive  the Committee a continued or o the rw ise  a 
new mandate. The Com m ittee took i t  tha t the p rev ious mandate had been 
continued. Com m un icating by te lephone  i t  was found tha t we could yet make 
recom m endations to  the  S tandard B ib le  Committee on the re v is io n  of the 
t ra n s la t io n  of the  O ld  Testam ent.

T h ir d ly ,  once the convener contacted the o the r committee members the o the r  
members \were found too  busy to  meet in  person. V ia  te lephone conve rsa tions  i t  
was dec ided  to  work by means o f w r it te n  correspondence.

F o u r th ly ,  The Rev , J.DeJong, hav ing  subm itted  some w r it te n  m a te r ia l which 
ca lle d  fo r  tho rough  d is c u s s io n , le f t  fo r the N e the rlands. The Rev. P.Kingma was 
unab le  to  c o n tr ib u te  because of o the r p ress ing  work. The Rev.Prof.C .Van Dam 
l ik e w is e  was unab le  to  subm it c o n tr ib u t io n s  fo r s im ila r  reasons. P ro f. Van Dam 
d id  e v a lu a te  in  w r it in g  the  subm iss io n  of Rev.J.DeJong and the subm iss io n  of 
R ev .J .V a n R ie tscho te n . H is  e v a lu a t io n  was apprec ia ted  but showed need fo r  
p e rso n a l m ee t in g s  w h ich  was im p o ss ib le . W hatever work was done was not 
■fina lized s in c e  the  convener h e s ita te d  to  work on h is  own.

T h is  le t t e r  is  su b m itte d  to  you by the convener to  in fo rm  Synod of what 
a lm ost was done and ye t was not done. My pe rsona l o b se rva t io n  is  th a t  the  work 
of s u b m it t in g  recom m endations to  the  S tandard B ib le  Com m ittee is  t im e  
consum ing , p a in s ta k in g  work, w h ich on ly  can be done i f  we f in d ,  or g iv e , the  t im e  
needed fo r  p e rs o n a l s tu dy  and re sea rch  se s s io n s  a t a p lace where the  Com m ittee  
has the  necessa ry  re sea rch  m a te r ia l a t hand. I t  is  unde rs tandab le  th a t  b ro th e rs  
who a lre a d y  have many ta sk s  in  the  churches s im p ly  do not have t h is  needed t im e
a v a ila b le .

Hum bly su b m itte d


