
RETORT OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR THE 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE.

REPO RT FO R THE GENERAL SYNOD 1965.

To the G eneral Synod of th e  C anadian  R eform ed C hurches, w hich w ill 
m eet, th e  L ord  w illing , N ovem ber 4th, 1965 a t  EDMONTON, Alta.
E steem ed B re th ren  in the LOUD.

The in s tru c tio n  fo r th e  D irec to rs (G overnors) of the T heological 
Sem inary  reads in point G, “The D irec to rs w ill rep o rt on th e ir  activ ities 
to  each G eneral Synod’’. (Acts 1962, A rt. 171, 6) To com ply w ith  th is p a r t 
of ou r in s tru c tio n  wc subm it to your m eeting  o u r f i r s t  R eport, dealing  w ith  
ou r w ork  as G overnors since  o u r appointm ent.

F ir s t  of all, we have to  rem ind  you th a t i t  is easily  understood  th a t 
the  m a tte rs  of th e  Sem inary  proceed slowly. O ur financia l m eans a re  little  
and  o u r sc ien tific  pow ers b u t few. M oreover, due to the d is tances in ou r 
coun try  w hich m ake it  im possible to  have combined m eetings of a ll the  
G overnors from  E a s t and  W estern  Canada, our decisions in (he E a s t have 
to  be subm itted  to the W estern  C anada G overnors to be critic ized  a n d /o r  
approved before they can be m ade final decisions. N atu ra lly , th is  w ay of 
hand ling  m a tte rs  is tak in g  up m uch tim e! F inally , on account of ou r u n ­
fam ilia rity  w ith  th e  situ a tio n  in th e  sc ien tific  field  in th is country , m uch 
of o u r w ork  w as b u t stum bling  and fum bling fo r th e  r ig h t way.

Now, going fu r th e r  in to  the  m a tte r , we have to re p o r t the follow ing.
1. A ctually , o u r w ork  go t a  s ta r t  a t a  m eeting  of th e  G overnors and 

th e  T eaching  S taff, in so fa r  as they  w ere able to  be p resen t, a t  a  m eeting  
a t  W oodstock, Ont. on Nov. 11th, 1963. T his m eeting  accepted  b r C. Van 
Spronsen  from  L ethbridge, A lta., as a s tuden t, a lthough  he did no t have 
a 15.A. o r equ ivalen t degree, b u t because he  w as adm itted  to the theological 
s tud ies a t  th e  “Theologische H ogeschool der G ereform eerde K erken, B roe- 
derw eg 15, K am pen, N eth.” by pass ing  th e  “P ropaedeu tisch  exam en” a t the 
said  In s titu tio n . D oing th is, the  m eeting  w as fu lly  aw are  of the fac t th a t 
th is  adm ittance  of Mr. C. Van Spronsen  m ean t th e  s ta r t  of ou r own E du­
cation  to the M inistry.

As a  m a tte r  of fact, in th is special case of Br C. V an Spronsen Gover­
n o rs  and  T eachers fe lt th a t  a  tw o y e a rs ’ study should be su ffic ien t F rom  
th e  T each ers’ re p o r t you m igh t g a th e r m ore about th is p rogress.

F u r th e r , it w as ag reed  th a t th e  G overnors could no t give financia l 
support, being th is a m a tte r  of the C hurches them selves accord ing  to A rt. 
19 C.O.

2. In  accordance w ith the 1962 Synod’s suggestion  R everend G. Ph. 
P ie ffe rs w as appointed  p residen t of th e  G overning S taff (Acts 1962, A rt. 
197). R everend  D. V anderBoom  w as appoin ted  v ice-presiden t, R everend 
A. B. R oukem a f irs t C lerk, and R everend W. L o o p stra  second Clerk. H ow ­
ever, since R everend G. Ph. P ieffers w as s trick en  by a se rious illness 
R everend  D. VanderBoom  is ac ting -p residen t fo r the tim e being. R everend 
J. M ulder is ac ting-G overnor for the W est. In  o u r m eetings in E a s te rn  
C anada R everend W. L oopstra  a c ts  as p residen t.

3. Yet, we feel th e  d ifficulties of our w ay of w orking. One of the 
T eachers suggested  th a t th e  G overnors from  all over C anada w ould m eet 
a t le a s t tw ice a  year, b u t we th ink  th is is no t feasible. On th e  o th e r hand 
we feel th a t  som ething should be done in the m a tte r , a lthough  it w ill be 
d ifficult. P e rh ap s one m eeting of a ll th e  G overnors could be m ade pos­
sible once a year. Or, if th is  w ould be too m uch: a  m eeting  of all the 
G overnors ju s t  before, o r on one of th e  f irs t days of a G eneral Synod, so 
th a t  all th e  m a tte rs  b ro u g h t to the Synod by the G overnors have had  the 
full a tten tio n  of a com plete m eeting  of all the G overnors together. If  this 
is no t feasib le e ither, we w ould su g g est to the Synod to  appo in t m ore Gov­
ern o rs  so th a t those in the  E a s t and W est as w ell w ill be able to m eet 
separa te ly . N atu ra lly  th ese  m eetings w ill have to inform  each o th e r about
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th e ir  though ts, suggestions and decisions and subm it them  to th e ir  m utual 
approval. These m eetings m igh t coincide w ith  the c lassica l m eetings but 
of course i t  w ould be up to the G overnors them selves to a rran g e  this.

4. In o rder to  m ake it possible to  execute A rt. 2 and 5 of ou r In s tru c ­
tion  (Acts 1962, A rt. 171) we asked the T eaching S taff to provide us w ith  
a “Series L ectionum ” bu t un til now we did no t receive any suggestion  
from  them  in th is respect.

W e a lso  asked them  to  draw' up a com plete C urricu lum  for the theo­
logical study fo r people who have a B.A. o r  equ ivalen t degree. The re su lt 
of this shall be subm itted  to you as soon as possible.

In  th is connection we w an t to m ention a req u est from  a b ro th er who 
w an ted  to  be adm itted  to the theological stud ies w ithou t hav ing  the r e ­
quired  degree. The possib ility  of a “su p p lem en tary  exam ination ’’ w as m en­
tioned, but th e  G overnors felt th a t it w as no t in th e ir p rovince to se t up 
such an  exam ination . H ow ever, they  feel th a t people like th is b ro th e r 
should be given a fa ir  chance. T herefo re  they w an t to su g g est G eneral 
Synod to  do w h a t they could no t do, nam ely : to se t up  a “supp lem en tary  
exam ination” fo r exceptional cases. Tn our opinion the req u irem en ts  for 
such an  exam ination  should be b road ly  the sam e as those  for the “propae- 
deu tiseh  exam en” in th e  N etherlands. T h a t m eans th a t such people should 
study L a tin  (e.g. A ugustin , C alvin), G reek (New T estam en t) , H ebrew , Con­
fession (e.g. K. Schilder, C h ris te lijke  R elig ie), C apita Selecta of Philosophy.

The above m entioned b ro th er w as advised  to s ta r t  the study fo r a B.A. 
degree a s  soon as possib le; as fa r as we know  he  follow ed o u r advice, yet 
hoping  th a t  you w ill a ss is t him  in th is respect, giving him the o p p o rtun ity  
to  en te r  th e  theological stud ies by passing  a “su pp lem en tary  exam ination”. 
W e gladly  su p p o rt him  in this.!

One of the T eachers ra ised  objections ag a in s t the 1962 Synod’s decision 
abou t a  B.A. degree as a  condition fo r adm ittance  to the theological stud ies. 
A t his req u es t we specified th is qualification  m ore fully, say ing  th a t in our 
opinion one who is adm itted  to  these  stud ies should have passed an  A rts 
degree w ith  com pulsory  m ajo r in  L atin  and Greek, and adoptional H ebrew  
a n d /o r  G erm an. H ow ever, one o th e r T eacher, to g e th e r w ith  an e lder of 
h is congregation  suggested  to us th a t we “see to  it th a t such A rts courses 
be tak en  a t  an In s titu te  of h ig h er lea rn in g  fa ith fu l to S c rip tu re  in its  scien­
tific  p ro g ram ”. They requested  us to  consider th is suggestion  carefu lly , 
because  they a re  of th e  conviction th a t “a  g radua te  a t  th is level m ight 
have obtained an  education  of such a secu la r n a tu re  w hich m igh t be h a rm ­
ful to  a  S c rip tu ra l fa ith fu l p u rsu it of fu r th e r  theological stud ies. The Gov­
ern o rs  h ea rtily  ag ree  w ith  th is. Plow ever we feed th a t we cannot overtu re  
G eneral Synod to  in s tru c t us to  see th a t fu tu re  cand ida tes tak e  courses 
a t  an  In s titu te  fa ith fu l to the S crip tu res . This w ould be an inadm issib le in ­
frin g em en t of personal liberty . On the Other hand, we th in k  th a t som eth ing  
should  be done, and can be done, nam ely, th a t the com m ittee m entioned  
in A cts 1962, A rt. 170 in terview  fu tu re  studen ts no t only a t  th e  beg inn ing  
ot th e ir  s tud ies bu t also some tim es d u rin g  it, a t le a s t once a year. e.g. 
a t th e  end of each year, in o rder to  check w hether th e ir stu d y  has been 
harm fu l to  a tru ly  S crip tu ra lly  fa ith fu l p u rsu it of th e ir  education  to the 
M in istry  in  a rea lly  R eform ed Church. If, unhopedlv. th is  w ould be the 
case, it w'ould be in the com m ittee’s province to d issuade them  from  apply­
ing  fo r adm ittance.

5. T he G overnors feel th a t a  F inal E xam ination  w ill be necessary  for 
every  studen t. O therw ise each T eacher w ould be responsib le  fo r ad m ittin g  
a candidate . I t  w ill be b e tte r th a t the T each ing  S taff ns a w hole m akes a 
decision about every candidate. They should b ear th is responsib ility  to ­
gether! W e know  th is w ould be hard ly  feasib le  because of the d is tances 
In th is co u n try : it. w ould hard ly  be w orth  th e  money fo r trav e llin g  w hen 
the T eachers from  all over C anada w ould have to m eet for ju s t one ex­
am ination  of a  few hours! T herefo re  w e suggest to divide th is “F ina l E x ­
am ination" into two parts , one for the W est, and one fo r the E ast. Then
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th is  exam ination  could coincide w ith  the annua l R egional o r P a r tic u la r  
Synods. N atu ra lly  both p a rts  of the T eaching S taff have to inform  each 
o th er abou t the re su lts  of each exam ination.

C oncerning th e  setup  of a  lib ra ry , we decided n o t to  buy a  site  fo r it, 
b u t r a th e r  to leave the  books a t  the T each ers’ residence fo r the tim e being. 
The T eachers w ere  inform ed th a t  the G overning S taff is p repared  to  m ake 
ava ilab le  fo r a  L ib rary  $300.00 p e r T eacher, fo r the period till n ex t G en­
e ra l Synod. W e asked  them  to fo rw ard  to the c le rk  of the G overning S taff 
a  lis t  of books, w hich they  th in k  to  be needed fo r th e ir  p a rt ic u la r  d e p a rt­
m en t of the Sem inary. In  ou r opinion $300.00 should be the lim it a t  th a t 
tim e, on accoun t of the sh o r t period before the Synod. I t  w as s tressed  th a t 
they  w ould choose only those hooks w hich a re  s tr ic t ly  needed fo r the tr a in ­
ing  fo r the M inistry , as it  is a t  th e  presen t. H ow ever u n til now we did no t 
receive any  answ er from  the T eachers in  th is respect.

The R everend J. M ulder w as requested  to a c t as L ib ra r ian  and  he 
w illing ly  accepted  th is. H is duties a re : a. to  receive from  th e  c le rk  of the 
G overning S taff th e  lis t of hooks w hich the T eachers o rdered ; b. to  o rder 
th e  books: c. to  reg is te r  them ; d. to hand  ou t the books to  the T eachers 
and o th e rs  who w an t to m ake use of (hem ; e. (o keep a  reco rd  of the books, 
w here  they  a re ; f. to  send a  re p o r t about the lib ra ry  to  the G overning 
S taff annually .

7. In  connection  w ith  o u r au tho riza tion  to pu rchase  a  s ite  a t  B u rlin g ­
ton, Ont., w hich w as d iscussed by th e  1962 Synod (A cts 1962, A rt. 95, 96, 
158, 171-1771 the  c le rk  w as in s tru c ted  to  m ake an  inqu iry  a t  th e  U niversity  
of W este rn  O ntario  a t  London, Ont. abou t the question  w h e th e r ou r Sem in­
a ry  o r College could he connected o r  affilia ted  w ith  th e  U.W.O., w hile 
being s itua ted  in  B urling ton , Ont. H ow ever, the B oard of th e  U.W.O. ad ­
vised  us to  inqu ire  fo r affilia tion  w ith  the n e a re s t In s titu tio n  w hen o u r 
Sem inary  w ould have been estab lished . N oting th is duly we fe lt th a t  it 
w ould he b e tte r  to  take  no fu r th e r  s tep s in  th is  respect. P robab ly  it  w ould 
he w ise if the Synod in s tru c ts  th e  S taff to exam ine in the n ex t th re e  y ea rs  
w h e th e r and, if yes. w here  the Sem inary  should  be estab lished ; in  o th e r 
w ords, th a t  Synod did no t y e t m ake a  decision on th is m ost im p o rtan t 
m a tte r .

8. In  ou r f i rs t m eeting  we had a discussion about an  allow ance fo r the 
T eachers. The G overnors fe lt th a t it w ould be u n fa ir  no t to com pensate 
them  fo r the w ork  done. H ow ever, since our In s tru c tio n  does no t m ention  
it  we cam e to the conclusion th a t it is no t yet in ou r province to  aw ard  
such an  allow ance. The only th ing  th a t we could do w as to  m ake  a  pro­
posal to you on the m atter.

9. F o r th e  F inanc ia l m a tte rs  wo re fe r to th e  re p o r t of the T rea su re r, 
w hich is appended to th is report. U ndoubtedly th e  T re a su re r h im self, who 
is appointed  by th e  1962 Synod itself, w ill send a  m ore deta iled  report.

10. F inally , re fe rrin g  to the m a tte rs  d ea lt w ith  in th is repo rt, we p ro ­
pose to  the Synod

I. To appo in t th ree  G overnors fo r W estern  C anada and o th er th reo  
fo r E a s te rn  C anada; to se ttle  th a t a  G overnor who moves from  the 
one p a rt of the coun try  to  the o ther, w ill res ign  au tom atica lly  as a 
G overnor.

II. To decide th a t a t the end of his study every s tu d en t h as  to  subm it 
to a  final exam ination.

III . To decide th a t one who doe.s no t have a B.A. or equ ivalen t degree 
n everthe less  m ay be adm itted  to  th e  T heological stud ies by passing  
a  Supp lem en tary  E xam ination ; the requ irem en ts  of th is  exam ination  
should be as is w ritten  above in th is report.

TV. To in s tru c t th e  G overnors to  exam ine w hether, and  if yes, w here  the 
Theological Sem inary should be estab lished ;
To express its opinion about th e  necessity  o f affilia tion  of ou r Sem ­
in a ry  w ith one of the ex is ting  U niversities fo r th e  tim e being.
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V. To decide upon an allow ance for the T eachers depending on the 
am oun t of w ork  fo r counselling, exam ining, and eventua l lecturing , 

VI. To adopt the “R ules and R eg u la tio n s” as se t up by th e  G overnors.

P ray in g  th a t th e  LORD m ay bless Synod in a ll its  w ork  and  guide it 
by H is S p irit, to  th e  edification  of th e  C hurch and  the  g lo rifica tion  of H is 
Name,

on behalf of the G overning Staff,

Oct. 28th, 19G5. A. B. R oukem a, C lerk.
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