RETORT OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR THE
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE.

REPORT FOR THE GENERAL SYNOD 1965.

To the General Synod of the Canadian Reformed Churches, which will
meet, the Lord willing, November 4th, 1965 at EDMONTON, Alta.
Esteemed Brethren in the LOUD.

The instruction for the Directors (Governors) of the Theological
Seminary reads in point G “The Directors will report on their activities
to each General Synod”. (Acts 1962, Art. 171, 6) To comply with this part
of our instruction wc submit to your meeting our first Report, dealing with
our work as Governors since our appointment.

First of all, we have to remind you that it is easily understood that
the matters of the Seminary proceed slowly. Our financial means are little
and our scientific powers but few. Moreover, due to the distances in our
country which make it impossible to have combined meetings of all the
Governors from East and Western Canada, our decisions in (he East have
to be submitted to the Western Canada Governors to be criticized and/or
approved before they can be made final decisions. Naturally, this way of
handling matters is taking up much time! Finally, on account of our un-
familiarity with the situation in the scientific field in this country, much
of our work was but stumbling and fumbling for the right way.

Now, going further into the matter, we have to report the following.

1. Actually, our work got a start at a meeting of the Governors and
the Teaching Staff, in so far as they were able to be present, at a meeting
at Woodstock, Ont. on Nov. 11th, 1963. This meeting accepted br C. Van
Spronsen from Lethbridge, Alta.,, as a student, although he did not have
a 15A. or equivalent degree, but because he was admitted to the theological
studies at the “Theologische Hogeschool der Gereformeerde Kerken, Broe-
derweg 15, Kampen, Neth.” by passing the “Propaedeutisch examen” at the
said Institution. Doing this, the meeting was fully aware of the fact that
this admittance of Mr. C. Van Spronsen meant the start of our own Edu-
cation to the Ministry.

As a matter of fact, in this special case of Br C. Van Spronsen Gover-
nors and Teachers felt that a two years’ study should be sufficient From
the Teachers’ report you might gather more about this progress.

Further, it was agreed that the Governors could not give financial
support, being this a matter of the Churches themselves according to Art.
19 C.0.

2. In accordance with the 1962 Synod’s suggestion Reverend G. Ph.
Pieffers was appointed president of the Governing Staff (Acts 1962, Art.
197). Reverend D. VanderBoom was appointed vice-president, Reverend
A. B. Roukema first Clerk, and Reverend W. Loopstra second Clerk. How-
ever, since Reverend G. Ph. Pieffers was stricken by a serious illness
Reverend D. VanderBoom is acting-president for the time being. Reverend
J. Mulder is acting-Governor for the West. In our meetings in Eastern
Canada Reverend W. Loopstra acts as president.

3. Yet, we feel the difficulties of our way of working. One of the
Teachers suggested that the Governors from all over Canada would meet
at least twice a year, but we think this is not feasible. On the other hand
we feel that something should be done in the matter, although it will be
difficult. Perhaps one meeting of all the Governors could be made pos-
sible once a year. Or, if this would be too much: a meeting of all the
Governors just before, or on one of the first days of a General Synod, so
that all the matters brought to the Synod by the Governors have had the
full attention of a complete meeting of all the Governors together. If this
is not feasible either, we would suggest to the Synod to appoint more Gov-
ernors so that those in the East and West as well will be able to meet
separately. Naturally these meetings will have to inform each other about
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their thoughts, suggestions and decisions and submit them to their mutual
approval. These meetings might coincide with the classical meetings but
of course it would be up to the Governors themselves to arrange this.

4. In order to make it possible to execute Art. 2 and 5 of our Instruc-
tion (Acts 1962, Art. 171) we asked the Teaching Staff to provide us with
a “Series Lectionum” but until now we did not receive any suggestion
from them in this respect.

We also asked them to draw' up a complete Curriculum for the theo-
logical study for people who have a B.A. or equivalent degree. The result
of this shall be submitted to you as soon as possible.

In this connection we want to mention a request from a brother who
wanted to be admitted to the theological studies without having the re-
quired degree. The possibility of a “supplementary examination” was men-
tioned, but the Governors felt that it was not in their province to set up
such an examination. However, they feel that people like this brother
should be given a fair chance. Therefore they want to suggest General
Synod to do what they could not do, namely: to set up a “supplementary
examination” for exceptional cases. Tn our opinion the requirements for
such an examination should be broadly the same as those for the “propae-
deutiseh examen” in the Netherlands. That means that such people should
study Latin (e.g. Augustin, Calvin), Greek (New Testament), Hebrew, Con-
fession (e.g. K. Schilder, Christelijke Religie), Capita Selecta of Philosophy.

The above mentioned brother was advised to start the study for a B.A.
degree as soon as possible; as far as we know he followed our advice, yet
hoping that you will assist him in this respect, giving him the opportunity
to enter the theological studies by passing a “supplementary examination”.
We gladly support him in this.!

One of the Teachers raised objections against the 1962 Synod’s decision
about a B.A. degree as a condition for admittance to the theological studies.
At his request we specified this qualification more fully, saying that in our
opinion one who is admitted to these studies should have passed an Arts
degree with compulsory major in Latin and Greek, and adoptional Hebrew
and/or German. However, one other Teacher, together with an elder of
his congregation suggested to us that we “see to it that such Arts courses
be taken at an Institute of higher learning faithful to Scripture in its scien-
tific program”. They requested us to consider this suggestion carefully,
because they are of the conviction that “a graduate at this level might
have obtained an education of such a secular nature which might be harm-
ful to a Scriptural faithful pursuit of further theological studies. The Gov-
ernors heartily agree with this. Plowever we feed that we cannot overture
General Synod to instruct us to see that future candidates take courses
at an Institute faithful to the Scriptures. This would be an inadmissible in-
fringement of personal liberty. On the Other hand, we think that something
should be done, and can be done, namely, that the committee mentioned
in Acts 1962, Art. 170 interview future students not only at the beginning
ot their studies but also some times during it, at least once a year. e.g.
at the end of each year, in order to check whether their study has been
harmful to a truly Scripturally faithful pursuit of their education to the
Ministry in a really Reformed Church. If, unhopedlv. this would be the
case, it w'ould be in the committee’s province to dissuade them from apply-
ing for admittance.

5. The Governors feel that a Final Examination will be necessary for
every student. Otherwise each Teacher would be responsible for admitting
a candidate. It will be better that the Teaching Staff ns a whole makes a
decision about every candidate. They should bear this responsibility to-
gether! We know this would be hardly feasible because of the distances
In this country: it. would hardly be worth the money for travelling when
the Teachers from all over Canada would have to meet for just one ex-
amination of a few hours! Therefore we suggest to divide this “Final Ex-
amination" into two parts, one for the West, and one for the East. Then
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this examination could coincide with the annual Regional or Particular
Synods. Naturally both parts of the Teaching Staff have to inform each
other about the results of each examination.

Concerning the setup of a library, we decided not to buy a site for it,
but rather to leave the books at the Teachers’ residence for the time being.
The Teachers were informed that the Governing Staff is prepared to make
available for a Library $300.00 per Teacher, for the period till next Gen-
eral Synod. We asked them to forward to the clerk of the Governing Staff
a list of books, which they think to be needed for their particular depart-
ment of the Seminary. In our opinion $300.00 should be the limit at that
time, on account of the short period before the Synod. It was stressed that
they would choose only those hooks which are strictly needed for the train-
ing for the Ministry, as it is at the present. However until now we did not
receive any answer from the Teachers in this respect.

The Reverend J. Mulder was requested to act as Librarian and he
willingly accepted this. His duties are: a. to receive from the clerk of the
Governing Staff the list of hooks which the Teachers ordered; b. to order
the books: c. to register them; d. to hand out the books to the Teachers
and others who want to make use of (hem; e. (0o keep a record of the books,
where they are; f. to send a report about the library to the Governing
Staff annually.

7. In connection with our authorization to purchase a site at Burling-
ton, Ont., which was discussed by the 1962 Synod (Acts 1962, Art. 95, 96,
158, 171-1771 the clerk was instructed to make an inquiry at the University
of Western Ontario at London, Ont. about the question whether our Semin-
ary or College could he connected or affiliated with the U.W.O., while
being situated in Burlington, Ont. However, the Board of the UW.O. ad-
vised us to inquire for affiliation with the nearest Institution when our
Seminary would have been established. Noting this duly we felt that it
would he better to take no further steps in this respect. Probably it would
he wise if the Synod instructs the Staff to examine in the next three years
whether and, if yes. where the Seminary should be established; in other
words, that Synod did not yet make a decision on this most important
matter.

8. In our first meeting we had a discussion about an allowance for the
Teachers. The Governors felt that it would be unfair not to compensate
them for the work done. However, since our Instruction does not mention
it we came to the conclusion that it is not yet in our province to award
such an allowance. The only thing that we could do was to make a pro-
posal to you on the matter.

9. For the Financial matters wo refer to the report of the Treasurer,
which is appended to this report. Undoubtedly the Treasurer himself, who
is appointed by the 1962 Synod itself, will send a more detailed report.

10. Finally, referring to the matters dealt with in this report, we pro-
pose to the Synod

I. To appoint three Governors for Western Canada and other threo

for Eastern Canada; to settle that a Governor who moves from the
one part of the country to the other, will resign automatically as a
Governor.

Il. To decide that at the end of his study every student has to submit
to a final examination.

I1l. To decide that one who doe.s not have a B.A. or equivalent degree
nevertheless may be admitted to the Theological studies by passing
a Supplementary Examination; the requirements of this examination
should be as is written above in this report.

TV. To instruct the Governors to examine whether, and if yes, where the
Theological Seminary should be established;
To express its opinion about the necessity of affiliation of our Sem-
inary with one of the existing Universities for the time being.
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V. To decide upon an allowance for the Teachers depending on the
amount of work for counselling, examining, and eventual lecturing,

VI. To adopt the “Rules and Regulations” as set up by the Governors.

Praying that the LORD may bless Synod in all its work and guide it
by His Spirit, to the edification of the Church and the glorification of His
Name,

on behalf of the Governing Staff,
Oct. 28th, 19G5. A. B. Roukema, Clerk.

S6



