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R E P O  R T 

OP THE

DEPUTIES FOR AN ENGLISH CALVINISTIC PSALTER»



Deputies fo r  an English C a lv in istic  P sa lte r , appointed by 
the Synod o f Edmonton o f 1965, r e sp e c tfu lly  submit hereby 
the fo llo w in g  reports

I .  THE SUPPLEMENT.

Though the Synod Edmonton in  i t s  d ec isio n  (see  A cts, Art. 192) en
visaged the completion o f the "Book o f Praise" and in stru cted  i t s  D eputies 

accordingly , i t  moreover authorized d ep u ties, in  case i t  appeared to be im
p o ss ib le  to submit to the Churches a complete P sa lter  in  the near fu tu re , to 

publish  a "Supplement" in  order to f i l l  the gap between the present "Book o f  

Praise" and a complete P sa lter  (A cts, Art. 192 3h).

When Deputies discovered that a speedy p u b lica tion  o f a complete 
P sa lter  in  the near fu ture would not be forthcom ing, they focused a l l  th e ir  

a tten tio n  on the second p o s s ib i l i t y ,  notably the p u b lica tion  o f a "Supple
ment", which was forwarded to the Churches in  the course o f 1967.

The p u b lica tion  of the "Supplement" did not create  any insuperable  

problems, e sp e c ia lly  not since the m ajority o f the Hymns could be adopted 
from e x is t in g  Hymnaries, whereas the p u b lica tion  o f the Psalm sec tio n  was 
g rea tly  f a c i l i t a t e d  by the contribution  from one o f our church members.

Though the Supplement per se_ c o n s titu te s  the D eputies’ report — 
a matter too often  forgo tten  — and consequently does not need any p a r ticu la r  

in trod u ction , D eputies, however, do not mind mentioning in  th is  report (as 
they already did in  the Preface to the Supplement) th at th is  "Supplement" em
bodies 34 Psalms and 18 Hymns. The m ajority o f the Psalms i s  on the tr a d i
t io n a l "Genevan tunes". The Deputies a lso  published three Psalms on a tune 
d iffe r e n t from the tr a d it io n a l. I t  i s  very much to be regretted  th a t, due to 
a p r in tin g  error, Psalm 41 was not published on the tr a d it io n a l Genevan tune; 
Psalms 94 and 112, however, c lea r ly  in d ica te  the in ten tio n  o f D eputies, namely 
to present a Psalm on two divergent tunes.

In th is  report, Deputies l ik e  to g ive account o f th is  rather unusual 
procedure, although they now p erson ally  have come to the con viction  not to 
proceed in  that d ir e c tio n . I t  has been a matter o f consideration  why some 
Psalms are hardly ever sung and are v ir tu a l ly  unknown, whereas other Psalms
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apparently c o n stitu te  part of a "co llection"  o f "beloved" m elodies. To a 

certa in  extent th is  discrepancy may be explained by the su b jectiv e  ch oice o f  

the m in ister  with h is  in d iv id u a l preference fo r  a cer ta in  number o f Psalms. 

However, i t  cannot be denied that in  most cases the same Psalms are hardly  

ever ang in  any Church. This in d ica te s  th at the su b jective  choice o f  the  

lo c a l m in ister  i s  apparently not determ inative fo r  the ex isten ce  o f "favorite"  

tunes". On the strength of th is  con sid eration , Deputies have come to the 

conclusion that the u n fam iliar ity  of a Psalm i s  the r e su lt  o f the unfam ilia
r i ty  o f the melody and not o f the contents o f the Psalm. Hence Deputies 
attempted to replace an "unfamiliar" by a "fam iliar" tune. However, in  order 
not to e n t ir e ly  f o r f e i t  the tr a d it io n a l melody, D eputies decided to publish  
the f i r s t  stanza on the tra d it io n a l tune, and to d is tin g u ish  the Psalm on 
th e" altern ate tune" with an "a" added to i t s  number as i s  the case in  Psalms 

41, 94 and 112. D eputies took th is  d ec isio n  on the con v iction  th at many 
Psalms, now hardly ever used in  the worship se r v ic e s , probably would become 
more popular among the church members. However, Deputies would now rather  

suggest a d if fe r e n t course o f a c tio n , as th is  report in d ic a te s .

Deputies express th e ir  deep disappointment with the l i t t l e  in te r e s t  
shown in  th e ir  work on the part o f the Churches°, th ose , however, who sub
m itted th e ir  c r i t i c a l  remarks w il l  n o tice  hew much Deputies appreciated th e ir  
su ggestion s.

I I .  PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

The u ltim ate aim o f Deputies i s  to present to the Churches a com
p le te  P sa lter  comprising a l l  150 Psalms on the Genevan tunes. Deputies 
would l ik e  to emphasize the phrase "on the Genevan tunes". Deputies do not 

a n tic ip a te  any ob jection s to the f i r s t  part o f th is  suggestion; a l l  o f us are 
convinced th at the Churches are in  need o f a complete P sa lte r . The second 
part o f the su ggestion , however, im p lies that Deputies w i l l  no longer a v a il  
them selves o f the opportunity o ffered  by the Edmonton Synod, namely that 
D eputies not n e c essa r ily  should l im it  them selves to the Genevan tunes, but 
were a t l ib e r ty  to use d if fe re n t tunes in  conformity with the purpose o f the  
congregational singing; the p ra ise  o f the Lord. Deputies are now of th e



opinion not to make use o f th is  p o s s ib i l i t y .  They have come to the unanimous 

conclusion , a fte r  many lengthy d iscu ss io n s , not to recommend to the Churches 

to add another P sa lter  to the many e x is t in g  P sa lte r s , composed of a number o f 

tunes well-known in  the Anglo-Saxon world, togeth er with beloved Genevan tunes. 

I f  th is  would be the r e su lt  o f th e ir  work, Deputies would consider the work 

prev iou sly  done a waste o f tim e and money sin ce  there are many o f th is  type o f  

P sa lte r s  a v a ila b le  in  our country. D eputies, however, would l ik e  to suggest 

th at the Churches once and fo r  a l l  forsake th is  concept o f an e c le c t ic  P sa lte r  
and proceed to the completion o f a Genevan P s a lte r . I f  our Churches would 
achieve th is  — and Deputies are convinced that th is  i s  c e r ta in ly  p o ss ib le  

w ith in  a reasonable period o f  time — then our Churches would not only p ossess  
a w ell-balanced  P sa lte r , but a lso  have contributed in  a unique manner to the  

cu ltu re o f our nation , fo r  the most part unfam iliar with the m agnificent 
Genevan tunes. Deputies even f la t t e r  them selves w ith the hope to contribute  
thus to the Psalmody o f our nation . That they cer ta in ly  do not aim too high  
may be in ferred  from the enthusiasm with which m u sico lo g ists  fromnany quart
ers have received  our s t i l l  incom plete P sa lte r . This change o f p o licy  en
t a i l s  o f course that the non-Genevan tunes o f some Psalms in  the e x is t in g  

Book of P ra ise  w il l  be replaced by Genevan tunes.

D eputies, however, are convinced th at many non-Genevan tunes are 

of a p r ic e le s s  value, to mention only Psalms 5, 11, 12, 127, and they would 
l ik e  to suggest to in se r t  these tunes in  the Hymn sec tio n  o f the Book o f  

P ra ise . The advantage o f such a procedure i s  th a t we re ta in  a good non- 
Genevan tune, though not in  the Psalm sec tio n .

The so -c a lled  " id en tica l tunes" ("Doublures") c o n stitu te  a d i f f e 
rent chapter. As may be known the Genevan P sa lte r  comprises 150 Psalms, 
though not 150 d if fe r e n t tunes, A number o f Psalms are sung on an id e n t i
ca l tune^ four times one tune i s  used fo r  three d if fe r e n t Psalms, and there  
i s  even one tune used four tim es, notably in  Psalms 24, 62, 95 and 111.
These " id en tica l tunes" ("doublures") create a s p e c if ic  problem sin ce  Depu
t i e s  could not fin d  any con sisten cy  in  the th ree-or  fou rfo ld  use o f a melody: 
why i s  the tune of Psalm 24 used four tim es, and why the tune of Psalm 42 and 
Psalm 89 only once? Deputies would l ik e  to reserve to them selves a cer ta in



-  4 -

liberty in the choice of a melody for a Psalm belonging to this category. It 
may be superfluous to assure the Churches that Deputies, in the choice of a 
different melody for the Psalms sung on an identical tune, will limit them
selves to the Genevan tunes.

Since Deputies feel that not all versification of the Psalms con
tained in the original Book of Praise may meet all requirements of complete 
conformity to Scripture and linguistic correctness, it is their intention to 
submit these versifications to a close scrutiny before presenting the Churches 
with a complete psalter. Thereby Deputies hope to ensure that all rhymed 
versions are faithful to the original text and are rendered in idiomatic 
English.

The contact of Deputies with foreign churches was extremely scarce, 
the more so since Deputies did not meet with such particular problems in the 
publication of the "Supplement" which necessitated consultation. The Deputies 
appointed by the Australian Churches will certainly not fail to notice that 
Deputies have gratefully adopted the suggestions made by them with respect to 
the tunes, and Deputies are convinced that, though they could not adopt all 
their suggestions, they certainly assimilated the main tenets of the report 
of the Australian Deputies.

With deep gratitude Deputies acknowledge the assistance received 
from some members of our Churches, who contributed to the "Supplement". Their 
contribution opens vistas of the publication of a Psalter, originating from 
more than just one source. Deputies express the expectation that they will 
be able, within the foreseeable future, to conclude a contract with these 
contributors to our Psalter.

Deputies express their disappointment with the fact that one of 
the Deputies, Mr. J, Knegt, Rockwood, Ontario, for reasons of increased 
business responsibilities, could no longer serve on the Committee. Mr. Knegt, 
who so faithfully served as Deputy and who contributed so much with his musi
cal talent, resigned as treasurer of Deputies as well. His place was taken 
by Mr. S.R. Smilde, Thornhill, Ontario. Deputies are very grateful for the
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w orthw h ile  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  b r .  Knegt and f o r  h i s  a c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  

work o f  D e p u tie s .

I I I .  A tta c h e d  p le a s e  f in d  a R eport on th e  f in a n c e s  o f  o u r Com m ittee.

R e s p e c tfu lly  su b m itte d ,

G, VanDooren,

D. VanderBoom,

M.M. DeG root,

S.R . Sm ilde,

F . Kouwenhoven.


