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Winnipeg June 10th 1968

(H.A. Stel 85 Elmwood Rd.
Winnipeg 5, Man.)

Esteemed Brethren:

The General Synod of Edmonton - 1965 appointed us - i.e. Rev.Wm.W.J.VanOene, Rev.
J.T. VanPopta and Rev. H.A.Stel ( S.) with the instruction to submit to you an English
translation of the Church Order as far as possible.

The fact that Synod 1965 added the words as far as possible is a good enough ind-
ication of the difficulties which would be encountered, also in the opinion of this Syn-

od.

We do not have to elaborate and give in detail the many difficulties which showed
up in preparing an as far as possible exact translation of the Dutch text of the Church
Order,

To say the least i it has its full bearing upon the language, the wording and the phrase
ology of the English text as put before you.
Only, we as deputies were bound and restricted to our commission and therefore did abide

by it to the best of our ability.

We submit to you the result of our work like we have sent also copies to the Chur
ches in accordance with our instruction.

We have been enabled to present to you this translation thanks to the help of peo
pie who may be considered to know more about the English language than we do.

May the result of this our work as Synodical deputies for translation of the Chur
ch Order be that our Canadian Reformed Churches possess in the near future, and further
maintain faithfully their Christian Order, worded in the language of our Country to the
glory of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ.

On behalf of deputies,
respectfully yours in Christ:

H.A. Stel



REPORTS Nr. 6

Translation Church Order .

Art* 1 To maintain good order in the Church of Christ it is necessary that there be:

Art. 2

Art. A

Offices, assemblies, supervision of doctrine, sacraments and ceremonies, and
Christian discipline;

of which matters the following articles treat in due order.

OF THE OFFICES
The offices are of four kinds:
cf the Ministers of the Word, of the Doctors, of the Elders, and of the Deac-
eons.
No o though he be a Doctor, Elder or Deacon, shall be peimrLtted to enter
upon the Ministry of the Word and the Sacraments without having been lawfully
called thereunto.
And when anyone acts contrary thereto, and after being frequently admonished
does net desist, the Classis shall judge whether he is to be declared a schi-
smatic or is to be punished in some other way.
The lawful calling of th'se who have net previously been in office ( b-th in
the ratios and in rural districts ) consists
First in the elect!on by the Consistory and the Deacons, after pre»ednng pra-
yers, with due observance of the regulations locally in use or established by
the Consistory for this purpose-
and of the ecclesiastical ordinances, that only those can for the first time
be called to the Ministry of the Word wh' by the Classis in which they live
have been examined in a preparatory examination;
and furthermore in Churches with no more than one Minister also with the ad-
vice of Classis or cf the counselor appointed for this purpose by the Classic,
where such practice has been in use up till now;
Secondly, in theeyvnination both cf doctrine and life, which shall be conduc-
ted by the Classis, t*- which the call must be submitted for approval,and rhich
shall take place in the presense of the Deputies cf the Particular Synod ;rof
oraio cf them;
Thirdly, in the approbati on by the members of the local Church, when,ihe name
of the Minister having been announced in the Church for two successive Suniys,
no lawful objection arises;
Finally, in the public erdinati on before the Congregation, which  shall talc©
place with appropriate stipulations and interrogations, admonitions and pray-

ers and by the imposition of hands by the officiating Minister (and by ether



M inisters who are present) agreeably to the Form, in use for that purpose.

Art. 5 Ministers who are already in the Ministry of the Word, who are called to an-

the

Art. 8

other Congregation (both in the cities and in the rural districts) shall like
wise be called in the aforesaid manner by the Consistory and the Deacons,with
due observance of the regulations being locally in use or established by the
Consistory for this purpose, and of the general ecclesiastical ordinances for
eligibility of those who have served outside the Canadian Reformed Churches
and for the repeated calling of the same Minister during the same vacancy; in
Churches with no more than one inister also with the advice of Classis or of
the counselor appointed for this puroose by Classis, where such practice h$3
been in use up till now; and further in all Churches with the approval of the
Classis, to which the aforesaid Ministers called shall show gool ecclesiasti-
cal testimonials of doctrine and life, and with the approval of the membas of
the local Church, when, the name of the M inister having been announced for two
successive Sundays, no lawful objection arises; whereupon the Ministers called
shall be installed with prose"ing stipulations and prayers, agreeably to the
Form in use for this purpose.

No Minister shall be at liberty to serve in any private manor, institutions
of mercy or otherwise, unless he be previously admitted in accordince with the
preceding articles, and he shall, no less than others, be subjcct to tiie Church
Order.

No one shall be called to the Ministry of the Word, without being stationedin
a particular place, except he be sent to organize the Church in a certain pla
ce.

Teachers, artisans or others who have not pursued the regular course cf study,
shall not be admitted to the Ministry unless there is assurance of their exc-
eptional gifts, godliness, humility, modesty, good intellect and discretion ,
as also gifts of public address,,

When such persons present themselves for the M inistry, the Classis (if the
Particular Synod approve) shall first examine them, and in accordance with the
results of the examination let them privately speak a word of edification for
some time, and further deal with them as it shall deem edifying, according to
the general regulations adopted by the Churches for this purpose.

Novices, priests, monies, and others who have left some sect, shall not be ad-
mitted to the Ministry except -with great caution and carefulness, and also af

ter having been well tested for some time.

Art.10 A Minister, once lawfully called, may not leave the Congregation with which



Art. 11

Art. 12

Art. 13

Art. 14

Art. 15

Art. 16

Art. 17

he is connected, to accept a call elsewhere, without the consent of the Consis-
tory, together with the Deacons, and knowledge on the part of the Classis; like
wise no other Church may receive him until he has presented a proper certificate
of dismissal from the Church and the Classis where he served.

On the other hand, the Consistory, representing the Congregation, shall also be
bound to provide for the proper support of its ministers, and shall not dismiss
them without the knowledge and approbation of the Classis and of the deputies
ox the Particular Synod.

Inasmuch as a Minister of the Uord, once lawfully called as described above, is
bound to the service of the Church for life, he is not allowed to enter upon an
other vocation, except for great and weighty reasons, which the Classis shall
note and judge; which judgment the Classis shall not pass without the knowledge
and approbation of the Deputies of the Particular Synode

Ministers, who by reason of age, sickness, or otherwise, arc rendered incapable
of performing the duties of their office, shall nevertheless retain the honour
and title of a ’-Sinister, and the Church which they have served shall provide ho
nourably for them (likewise also for the widows and orphans of Ministers in gen
oral).

If any Minister, for the aforesaid or any other reason, is compelled to discon-
tinue his service for a time, which shall not take place without the advice of
the Consistory, he shall nevertheless at all times be and remain subject to the
call of the Congregation.

ITo one, neglecting the Ministry of his Church or being without a fixed charge |,
shall be permitted to preach indiscriminately without the consent and authoriz-
ation of Synod or Classis. Likewise, no one shall be permitted to preach or ad-
minister the Sacramento in another Church without the consent of the Consistory
of that Church.

The office of the Ministers is to continue in prayer and in the ministry of the
Uord, to dispense the Sacraments, to watch over their brethren, the Elders and
Deacons, as well as over the Congregation, and finally, with the Elders, to ex-
ercise Church discipline and to see to it that everything is done honourably and
in good order.

Among the Ministers cf the Word equality shall be maintained with respect to the
duties of their office and also in other matters as far as possible according
to the judgment of the Consistory, and if necessary, of the Classis; which equa

lity shall also be maintained among the Elders and the Deacons,



Art,

Art.

Art,

Art.

Art.

Art.

Art.

Art.

18 The office of the Doctors or Professors of Theology is to expound the Holy Scrip

19

20

21

22

23

21

25

ture and to vindicate the sound doctrine against heresies and errors.

The Churches shall exert themselves, as far as necessary, that there be students
of theology who are supported by them.

In the Churches where there are persons who according to Article 8 have been jud
ged competent to be prepared for the Ministry of the Word, it may be arranged
that for their training they speak an edifying word.

The Consistories everywhere shall see to it that there are good teachers who shall
not only teach the children reading, writing, languages, and arts, but also ins-
truct them in godliness and the Catechism.

The Elders shall be chosen by the judgment of the Consistory and the Deacons acc
ording to the regulations that are in use locally or that are for that purpose
established by the Consistory. In pursuance of these regulations every Church
shall be at liberty, according to its circumstances, to give the members of the
Congregation an opportunity to direct attention to suitable persons; and further
to present to the Congregation for election as many Elders as are needed,in order
that they, after being approved and agreed upon by the Congregation (and unless
any obstacle arise) be installed with public prayers and stipulations;or present
a double number to the Congregation and thereupon install the one-half chosen by
it, in the aforesaid manner, agreeably to the Form in use for this purpose.

The office of the Elders, in addition to what was said above in Article 16 to be
their duty in common with the Ministers of the Word, is to take head that the Min
isters, together with their fellow-Elders and Deacons, faithfully discharge their
office, and do the work of visiting as time and circumstances may demand for the
edification of the Congregation both before and after the Lord's Supper, in ord-
er particularly to comfort and instruct the members of the Congregation, and al-
so to exhort others in respect to the Christian Religion.

In the election, approbation, and ordination of the Deacons the same manner shall
be followed as was stated concerning the Elders.

The office peculiar to the Deacons is diligently to collect alms and other contr
ibutions of charity, and after mutual counsel, faithfully and diligently to dis-
tribute the same to the poor, not only to those who belong to the Congregation
but also to strangers, as their needs may require it; to visit and comfort the
distressed and to exercise care that the alms are not misused; of which they
shall render an account in the Consistory, and also (if anyone desires to be pre

sent) before the Congregation, at such a time as the Consistory may see fit.



Art.

Art.

Art.

Art.

Art.

Art.

Art.

Art.
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In places where others are devoting themselves to the care of the poor, the Dea
cons shall endeavour to maintain good relations with them to the end that the
alms may all the better be distributed among those who have greatest need.
The Elders and Deacons shall serve two or more years according to local regulat
ions, and a proportionate number shall retire each year. The retiring office-
bearers shall be succeeded by others unless the circumstances and the well-being
of any Church, in the execution of Articles 22 and 21, render a re-election ad-
visable .
As the office of Christian Secular Authorities is to promote in every way the
Holy M inistry, to commend the same to their subjects by their own example, and
whenever need arises to lend a helping hand to the M inisters, Elders, and Deac-
ons, and to protect them in the maintenance of their good order, so all Minist-
ers, Elders, and Deacons are in duty bound diligently and sincerely to impress
upon the whole Congregation the obedience, love, and respect which is due to Se
cular Authorities; and all office-bearers of the Church shall set a good example
in this respect for the Congregation, and endeavour by due respect and communi-
cation to secure and retain the favour of the Secular Authorities towards the
Church, in order that, each doing his duty in the fear of the Lord, all suspic-
ion and distrust may be prevented, and good harmony may be maintained for the
welfare of the Churches.

OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES
Four kinds of ecclesiastical assemblies shall be maintained: the Consistory,the
Classis, the Particular Synod, and the General Synod.
In these assemblies no other than ecclesiastical matters shall be transacted and
that in an ecclesiastical manner. In major assemblies only such matters shall
be dealt with as could not be finished in minor assemblies, or such as pertain
to the Churches of the major assembly in common.
If anyone complains that he has been wronged by the decision of the minor assem
bly, he shall have the right to appeal to a major ecclesiastical assembly, and
whatever may be agreed upon by a majority vote shall bo considered settled and
binding, unless it be proved to conflict with the Word of God or with the artic
les decided upon in this General Synod, as long as they are not changed by an-

other General Synod.

The proceedings of all assemblies shall begin by calling upon the Name of God

and be closed with thanksgiving.

Those who are delegated to the assemblies shall bring with them their credentials
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Art.
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and instructions, signed by those sending thorn, and they shall have a votein all

m atters, except such as particularly concern their persons or Churches.

In all assemblies there shall be not only a president, but also a clerk tokeep

a faithful record of all things worthy to be recorded.

The office of the president is to state and explain the business to be transacted,
to see to it that everyone observe due order in speaking, to silence the captious
and those who are vehement in speaking; and to properly discipline them if they
refuse to listen. Furthermore his office shall cease when the assembly has been
ended.

The Classis has the same jurisdiction over the Consistory as the Particular Synod
has over the Classis and the General Synod over the Particular.

In all Churches there shall be a Consistory composed of the Ministers of the Word
and the Elders, who, at least in larger Congregations, shall as a rule meetonce
a week. The Minister of the Word (or the Ministers, if there be more than one,in
turn) shall preside and regulate the proceedingsi

In places where the Consistory is to be constituted for the first time or anew ;
this shall not take place except with the advice of the Classis. And wherever lke
number of Elders is small the Deacons may be added to the Consistory by local re
gulation; this shall invariably be done where the number is less than three.
Places where as yet no Consistory can be constituted shall be placed by the Clas-
sis under the care of a neighbouring Consistory.

Likewise the Deacons shall meet, wherever necessary, every week to transact the
business pertaining to their office, calling upon the Name of God; whereunto the
Ministers shall take good heed and If necessary they shall be present.

The classical meetings shall consist of neighbouring Churches that respectively
delegate, with proper credentials, a Minister and an Elder to meet at such time
and place as was determined by the previous classical meeting. Such meetings shall
be held at least once in three months, unless great distances render this inadvi
sable. In these meetings the Ministers shall preside in rotation, or one shallbe
chosen to preside; however, the same Minister shall not be chosen twice in succ-
ession.

Furthermore the president shall, among other things, present the following quest
ions to all delegates: whether In their Churches the Consistory meets regularly;
whether the Church discipline is exercised; whether the poor and schools are ca-
red for; and lastly, whether there is any matter In which they need the judgment

and help of the Classis for the proper government of their Church.



Art. 12
Art. 13
Art* 11
Art. 15
Art. 16
Art. 17
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And finally, at the last meeting before the Particular Synod, delegates shall be
chosen to attend said Synod.

Where there are more than one Minister in a Church, also those not delegated acc
ording to the foregoing article shall have the right to attend Classis with adv-
isory vote.

At the close of the classical and other major assemblies, censure shall be exer-
cised over those who in the meeting have done something worthy of punishment, or
who have scorned the admonition of the minor assemblies.

The Classis shall also authorize at least two of her oldest, most experienced and
competent Ministers to visit all the Churches in the cities as well as in rural
districts once a year, unless the great distances render this inadvisable,and to
take heed whether the M inisters, Consistories, and schoolteachers faithfully per
form the duties of their office, adhere to the sound doctrine, observe in all
things the adopted order, and properly promote as much as lies in them, through
word and deed, the upbuilding of the Congregation, and also of the youth, to the
end that they may in good time fraternally admonish those who ore found to be no
gligent in anything, and may by their advice and assistance help direct all things
unto the peace, upbuilding, and greatest profit of the Churches and Schools. And
each Classis may continue these visitors in service as long as it sees fit, exc-
ept when the visitors themselves request to be released for reasons about which
the Classis shall judge.

It shall be the duty of the Church in which the Classis and likewise the Partic-
ular or General Synod meets to furnish the following meeting with the Acts of the
preceding one.

Instructions concerning matters to be considered in major assemblies shall not
be written until the decisions of previous Synods touching these matters have
been read, in order that what was once decided be not again proposed, unless are
vision be deemed necessary.

Every year (or if need be more often) some neighbouring Classes, as much as poss
ible belonging to the same Province, shall meet, to which Particular Synod each
Classis shall delegate two Ministers and two Elders, which number may be set at
three by a Synod which consists of only three or four Classes. If the region of
the Particular Synod consists of two classical districts the number of delegates
shall be at least three Ministers and three Elders. At the close of both the Par
ticular and the General Synod some Church shall be empowered to determine withthe

advice of Classis the time and place of the next Synod.



Art. 48

Art. 49

Art. 50

«

Each Synod shall be at liberty to solicit and maintain contact with its neighbou
ring Synod or Synods in such manner as they shall judge most conducive to gener-
al edification.

Each Synodshall also delegate some toexecute everything ordained by Synodand
in case ofdifficulties to extend help to the Classes. This should be done in
such a manner that as far as possible for the various matters different groups of
deputies are appointed. At least two or three of these deputies shall also super
vise all peremptory examinations of future Ministers. And all those deputies shall
keep proper record of all their actions to report thereof to Synod, and if deman
ded,to give account of these actions. Furthermore, they shall not be discharged
from their service before and until Synod itself discharges them.

The National Synod shall ordinarily beheld once every three years (unlessthere
is an urgent reason to convene one sooner). Each Particular Synod shall delegate
four Ministers and four Elders. Further, the Church which is charged with setting
the time and place of the General Synod shall decide about the time and place
with the advice or-, approval of its Particular Synod if according to the judgment
of a Particular Synod the General Synod is to be convened within the space of

three years.

(The articles 51 and 52 have been deleted. For convenience’s sake we retain the

Art, 53

Art. 54

Art. 55

Art» 56

original numbering of the articles.)

OF THE DOCTRINE, SACRAVENTS AND OTHER CEREMONIES.
The Ministers of the Word of God and likewise the Professors of Theology ( and
this also behooves the other Professors and Schoolteachers) shall subscribe to
the Three Forms of Unity of the Canadian Reformed Churches, and the Ministers of
the Word who refuse to do so shall de facto be suspended from their office bythe
Consistory or Classis until they shall have given a full statement of their reas
ens, and if they obstinately persist in refusing, they shall be deposed from
their office.
Likewise the Elders and Deacons, and those who by a Classis are admitted as a
Candidate for the Ministry, shall subscribe to the aforesaid Forms of Unity,
To ward off false doctrines and errors that multiply exceedingly through heretic
al writings, the Ministers and Elders shall use the means of teaching, of refut-
ation, of warning, and of admonition, as well in the Ministry of the Word as in
Christian teaching and in family-visiting.
The Covenant of God shall be sealed unto the children of the Christians by Bapt-
ism,as soon as the administration thereof is feasible, and such in the public as

sembly when the Word of God is preached.
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The Ministers shall do their best and work to the end that the father present his
child for Baptism. And in the Congregations where besides the fathers also god-
fathers or witnesses are taken at Baptism (which custom, being in itself permiss
ible, shall not be changed lightly) it is proper that such be taken who adhereto
the pure doctrine and are of a pious conduct.

In the ceremony of Baptism, both of children and of adults, the Minister shall
use the Forms of the Institution and the Use of Baptism respectively drawnup for
that purpose.

Adults are through Baptism incorporated into the Christian Church and accepted as
members of the Church, and are therefore obliged also to partake in the Lord's
Supper, which they shall promise to do at their Baptism.

The names of those baptized, together with those of the parents and witnesses |,
and likewise the date of Baptism, shall be recorded.

None shall be admitted to the Lord’'s Supper except those who, according to the
usage of the Church with which they unite themselves, have made a profession of
the Reformed Religion, besides being reputed to be of a godly conduct, without
which also those who come from other Churches shall not be admitted.

Every Church shall administer the Lord's Supper in such a manner as it shall jud
ge most conducive to edification; provided however, that the outward ceremonies
as proscribed in God's Herd be not changed and that all superstition be avoided,
and that at the conclusion of the sermon and the usual prayers, the Form for the
Administration of the Lord’'s Supper with the prayer for that purpose, shall be
read.

The Lord's Supper shall be administered at least every two or three months.

The administration of the Lord's Supper shall take place only where there is sup
ervision of Elders, according to the ecclesiastical order and in a public gather
ing of the Congregation.

Funeral sermons or funeral services shall not be instituted.

In time of war, pestilence, general calamities, and other great afflictions, the
pressure of which is felt throughout the Churches, a day of prayer shall be pro-
claimed by the Churches appointed for that purpose by the latest General Synod.
The Churches shall observe, in addition to the Sunday, also Christmas, Easter |,
and Pentecost. The observance of second feast-days and of Ascension Day is left
in the freedom of the Churches.

The Ministers everywhere shall on Sunday, ordinarily in the afternoon service ,

briefly explain the sum of the Christian Doctrine, comprehended in the Catechism,



Art. 69

Art. 70

Art. 71

Art. 72

Art. 73

Art. 74

Art. 75

Art. 76

which at the present tine is accepted in the Canadian Reformed Churches, so that
as much as possible the explanation shall be annually completed, according to the
division of the Catechism itself.

In the Churches the 150 Psalms shall be sung, and the Hymns, maintained and adop
ted for ecclesiastical use by the Synod of Middelburg in 1933.

Since it is proper that the matrimonial state be confirmed before Christls Church,
according to the Form in use for that purpose, the Consistories shall attend to
it. 1)

I) the observance of this article is left in the freedom of the Churches
(National Synod of Homewood, 1954, Art.7-4)

OF THE CENSURE AND ECCLESIASTICAL ADMONITION
As Christian discipline is of a spiritual nature, and exempts no one from civil
trial or punishment by the secular authorities, so besides civil punishment there
is also need of ecclesiastical censure, to reconcile the sinner with the Church
and his neighbour, and to remove the offense out of the Church of Christ.
In case anyone sins against the purity of doctrine or piety of conduct, as long
as the sin is of a private character, not giving public offense, the rule clear-
ly prescribed by Christ in Matthew 18 shall be followed.
The secret sins of which the sinner repents, after being admonished by one person
in private or in the presence of two or three witnesses, shall not be laid bef-
ore the Consistory.
If anyone, having been admonished in love concerning a secret sin by two or three
persons, does not give heed, or otherwise has committed a public sin, the matter
shall be reported to the Consistory.
The reconciliation of all such sins as are by nature of a public character, or
have become public because the admonitions of the Church were despised,shall take
place (upon sufficient evidence of repentance) in such form and manner as the
Consistory shall deem conducive to the edification of each Church. Whether in
particular cases this shall take place in public, shall in Churches where there
is only one Minister, and when there is a difference of opinion about it in the
Consistory, be considered with the advice of two neighbouring Churches.
Whosoever obstinately rejects the admonition of the Consistory, and likewise he
who has committed a public or otherwise gross sin, shall be suspended from the
Lord's Supper. And if he, having been suspended, after repeated admonitions,shews
no sign of repentance, the Consistory™ shall at last proceed to the extreme reme-
dy, namely, excommunication, agreeably to the Form adopted for that purpose acc-

ording to the Word of God.But no cue shall be excommunicated except with preceding
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advice of Classis.

After the suspension from the Lord's Supper and subsequent frequent admonitions,
and before proceeding to excommunication, the obstinacy of the sinner shallbe pu
blicly made known to the Congregation, the offense explained together with the
care bestowed upon him, in reproof, suspension from the Lord's Cuppei, and repea
ted admonition, and the Congregation shall be exhorted to speak to him and to
pray for him. There shall be three such admonitions. In the first the name of the
sinner shall not be mentioned that he be somewhat spared. In the second,with the
advice of Classis, his name shall be mentioned. In the third the Congregation
shall be informed that (unless he repent) bo will be excluded from the fellowship
of the Church, so that his excommunication, in ca.se he remains obstinate,may take
place with the tacit approbation of the Church. The interval between the admonit
ions shall be left to the discretion of the Consistory.

Whenever anyone who has been excommunicated desires to become reconciled to the
Church in the way of penitence, it shall first be announced to the Congregation,
either before the celebration of the Lord's Supper, or at some other opportune
time, in order that (provided no one can mention anything against hir to the con
trary) he may with profession of his conversion be publicly reinstated, according
to the Form in use for that purpose.

When Ministers of the Divine Word, Elders or Deacons, have committed any public,
gross sin, which is a disgrace to the Church, or worthy of punishment by the Sec
ular Authorities,the Elders and Deacons shall immediately by preceding sentence
of their Consistory and that of the nearest Church, be suspended or expelled from
their office, but the Ministers shall only be suspended. Whether these shall be
entirely deposed from office, shall be subject to the judgment of the Classis |,
with the advice of the Deputies of the Particular Synod mentioned in rticle 11.
Furthermore among the gross sins, which are worthy of being punished with suspen
sion or deposition from office, these are the principal ones: false doctrine or
heresy, public schism, public blasphemy simony, faithless desertion of office
or intrusion upon that of another, perjury, adultery, fornication, theft,acts of
violence, habitual drunkenness, brawling, filthy lucre; in short, all sins and
gross offenses, which render the perpetrators infamous before the world, and
which in any private member of the Church would be considered worthy of sxcommun
ication.

The Ministers of the Word, Elders and Deacons, shall exercise Christian censure
among themselves and in a friendly spirit admonish one another with r gard to the

discharge of their office.
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To those who ¢ irt from the Congregation, an a estation or testimony concerning
their profession and conduct shall be given by the Consistory, signed by two, or
in the case of attestations given under the seal of the Church, signed by one.
Furthermore, to the poor, departing for sufficient reasons, so much money for
traveling shall be given by the Deacons as they deem adequate. The Consistory and
the Deacons shall, however, see to it that they be not too much inclined to rel-
ieve their Churches of the poor with whom they would without necessity burden
other Churches.

No Church shall in any way lord it over other Churches, no Minister over other
Ministers, no Elder or Deacon over other Elders or Deacons.

Foreign Churches whose usages differ from ours in non-essentials shall not be re
jected.

These Articles, relating to the lawful order of the Church, have been so drafted
and adopted by common assent, that they may and ought to be altered, augmented
or diminished, if the profit of the Churches demand it. However, no particular
Congregation, Classis, or Synod shall be at liberty to do so, but they shall show
all diligence in observing them, until it be otherwise ordained by the General

or National Synod.

p.s.

The Synod of Middelburg 1933 added to the Church Order of Dort an article that in the
newer editions of the Dutch Church Order has been inserted as art.84 whereafter the
numbering of the last articles follows as 85,86 and 87.

Our Canadian Reformed Churches have adopted as ecclesiastical order the Church Order
of Dort and never felt themselves bound by synodical decisions of our Sisterchurches
since Dort. The article of Middelburg 1933 has been left out, but here follows its
translation in the English language:

The Churches, meeting in Classes, Particular Synods, and General Synods,

form together as many corporate bodies with respect to what belongs to the
Churches respectively of that Classis, Particular Synod or General Synod

in common. As such they are legally represented both by the respective Classes,
Particular Synods, and General Synods, and by the Deputies who are appointed,
instructed, and dismissed by those assemblies, and are in all their actions
bound by their instruction.



