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S U P P L E M E N T  to the Report o f Deputies 
fo r  contact w ith the C hristian Reformed Church, 
page 1 9 ,E, and page 23, E.

*  *  *

Recommendations:

1. That Synod expresses i t s  gratitu de to the Lord fo r  the brotherly  s p ir i t  in  which 
apparently our contact with the Canadian Reformed Churches i s  being carried  on, 
and the hope that i t  u ltim a te ly  may lead to a union o f those who to such a 
great extent are one in  the confession  o f the B ib lic a l Truth.

ADOPTED.

2. (a) That the regu la tion s o f Synod 1963 regarding the c a ll in g  and adm itting o f
m in isters from other denominations, Acts 1963, p* 22, 2a(6) be changed to read:

(6) When a congregation decides to c a l l  a m in ister  from another denomination, 
the consistopy sh a ll include with the c a l l  l e t t e r  a tra n scr ip t (a v a ila b le  
from the Stated Clerk o f Synod) o f th ese d eliveran ces:

(a) The p o s it io n  o f the C hristian Reformed Church, taken in  I 867 and 
1881, regarding oathbound s o c ie t ie s .

(b) The d octr in a l deliverances on common grace o f 1924 and 1959-1961.
(c )  The reso lu tio n s  of 1928 and 1951 r e la t in g  to worldly amusements.

The con sistory  sh a ll inform the pastor e le c t  that acceptance o f the c a l l  
im p lies h is  promise to abide by th ese d eliveran ces mentioned under (a ) ,  
and as to the deliverances mentioned under (b) and ( c ) ,  to resp ec t, in  the 
ex erc ise  o f h is  m in ister ia l o f f ic e  in  the C hristian Reformed Church, these  
d eliveran ces as statem ents which have been and, i f  understood in  th e ir  
h is to r ic a l  con text, s t i l l  are o f great value in  re fu tin g  certa in  errors in  
doctrine and l i f e .

(b) That the regu la tion s o f Synod 1963, Acts 1963, p. 24 2 -b (8) be changed to 
read:

(8) Before C la ssis  may declare the applicant e l ig ib le  fo r  c a l l  in  our churches, 
C la ssis  sh a ll fu rn ish  him with a tra n scrip t of these d eliveran ces:

(a) The p o s itio n  o f the C hristian Reformed Church, taken in  I 867 and 
1881, regarding oathbound s o c ie t ie s

(b) The d octr in a l deliverances on common grace o f 1924 and 1959-1961.
(c ) The reso lu tio n s  o f 1928 and 1951 r e la t in g  to w orldly amusements.

Grounds:

1. Synod has made a d is t in c t io n  between the p o s it io n  o f the C hristian Reformed Church 
regarding oathbound s o c ie t ie s  and the d octr in a l deliveran ces on common grace 
(Acts I960, p. 114) and. the reso lu tio n  r e la t in g  to worldly amusements (Acts 1966, 
p. 32, Art. 6 l ) .

2. I t  i s  hoped th at th is  w il l  f a c i l i t a t e  the e f fo r ts  to come toward u n ity  with the 
Canadian Reformed Churches.

ADOPTED.



CONCLUSIONS OP UTRECHT.
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Recommendations;

1. That Synod declare that the "Conclusions o f Utrecht", as adopted in  1908, have 
no longer the s ta tu s  o f binding d octr in a l d eliveran ces w ith in  the C hristian  
Reformed Church.

Grounds;

a. Synod declared in  1962 that the Conclusions o f Utrecht " sh all not be used as a 
t e s t  fo r  membership or hold ing o f f ic e  in  the C hristian Reformed Church, nor as 
as a t e s t  fo r  adm itting m in isters to the C hristian Reformed m inistry" (Acts o f  
Synod 1962, p. 108).

b. This d eclaration  w il l  f a c i l i t a t e  the e f fo r ts  o f  Synod through i t s  Committee fo r  
Contact w ith the Canadian Reformed Churches to hop efu lly  come to un ity  w ith  
th ese churches.

c . This d eclaration  w i l l  take away an o b stac le  that hinders the C h r is te lijk e  Gere
formeerde Kerken in  the Netherlands to enter in to  a s is te r -r e la t io n s h ip  with  
our Church,

ADOPTED.

2. That Synod declare th is  to be the answer to the communications from C la ssis  
Toronto and C lassis  A lberta North.

ADOPTED.

3. That Synod re fer  the l e t t e r  of the C h r is te lijk e  Gereformeerde Kerken, dated 
A pril 20, 1968, to the Committee fo r  Inter-Church R elations fo r  fu rth er  a c tio n .

*  *  *

ADOPTED.


