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Esteemed B re th ren ;

As Deputy f o r  Correspondence w ith  Churches Abroad I  am faced  w ith  a r e g r e t ta b le  
f a c t .  My name has appeared under a R eport, p a r t  of which d id  n o t have my ap p ro v a l. 
I t  has to  be mentioned t o  t h e  honour of Mr. P . VanderSchaaf t h a t  from th e  b e g in - ,^ v 
ning  on he d id  h is  work w ith  am b ition , and h is  aim was t o  have th e  R eport in  th e  
m ail "on tim e " . He, indeed , l iv e d  up to  h is  o b je c t iv e , bu t d id  no t allow  s u f f i c i e n t  
tim e fo r  me to  have my o b je c tio n s  in  w r i t in g .
Rev. D. VanderBoom was supposed to  be asked to  a c t  as " a d v iso r" , b u t w ithou t mention' 
ing  h is  name in  th e  R eport, as was agreed upon, I  rece iv ed  th e  R eport in  th e  m a il.
I  had given my consent fo r  s t e n c i l l i n g  th e  pages 1 to  8, up t o  " V. De Gereform eerde 
Kerken in  N ed erland".
S ince I  do n o t agree w ith  th e  R eport as i t  has been pu t a t  your t a b le ,  I  deem i t  
n ecessa ry  to  inform  you th rough  an " a d d itio n a l"  R eport.
The r e s u l t  of ny s tu d ie s  a re  as fo llo w s , concern ing

V. DE GEREFORMEERDE KERKEN IN NEDERLAND.

A. Correspondence w ith  Churches Abroad.

The G eneral Synod of De Gereformeerde Kerken in  N ederland, Hoogeveen 69 /70 , 
decided  to  m a in ta in  th e  correspondence w ith  th e  Canadian Reformed C hurches. 
(A rt. 4 1 2 ).
a lth o u g h  th e re  e x i s t s  a d i f f e r e n t  op in ion  on p a r t  of th e  R ules f o r  C orre­
spondence as adopted by th e  Canadian Reformed Churches (G eneral Synod - 
O ran g ev ille  1968 -  A rt. 109), th e  G eneral Synod Hoogeveen 69/70 expressed  
i t s  w illin g n e s s  t o  re s p e c t and reckon w ith  th e  e x is t in g  r u le s  in  our 
c h u rc h es .
Other a sp e c ts  reg a rd in g  th e  Correspondence w i l l  be d e a l t  w ith  in  th e  
su b je c ts  to  fo llo w .

B. Correspondence w ith  The P re s b y te r ia n  Church in  Korea.

I t  i s  a f a c t  th a t  De Gereformeerde Kerken in  N ederland have e s ta b lis h e d  a 
s is te r - c h u r c h - r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  P re s b y te r ia n  Church in  Korea, and as  a 
consequence have correspondence w ith  t h i s  church (A rt. 3 8 0 /381 ).
They do r e g re t  th a t  th e  s is te r - c h u rc h e s  were no t inform ed about t h i s  
r e la t io n s h ip  (A rt. 412 ).
D epu ties would as y e t  inform  th e  Canadian Reformed Churches about th e  
p a r t i c u la r s  of t h i s  m a tte r , ap o lo g iz in g  fo r  n o t having done so .
However, i t  was d isco v ered  l a t e r  t h a t  communications had been m ailed t o  
D eputies f o r  Correspondence in  Canada, bu t we seem to  have no in fo rm atio n  
on f i l e .
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C. S tru g g le  fo r  th e  t ru e  value of th e  Creeds and Church O rder.

G eneral Synod Hoogeveen 69/70 had to  d e a l w ith  many gravam ina 
reg a rd in g  many p e rso n s, churches and s i tu a t io n s .
I t  i s  well-known among you th a t  a l l  th e se  gravamina had to  do w ith  
m a tte rs  th a t  o r ig in a te d  long b e fo re , but found th e i r  " re v e la t io n "  in  
th e  "Open B r ie f " .
S ince you a re  f a m il ia r  w ith  th e  "Acta" of th e  G eneral Synods 1964 and 

| 1967 of th e  Gereform eerde Kerken in  N ederland, i t  w i l l  not be necessa ry  
to  w rite  many pages w ith  quo tes and /o r d e c is io n s . I t  i s  e x a c tly  as 
s ta te d  by Mr. P . V anderSchaaf, "Synod Hoogeveen a ffirm ed  Synods 1964 
and 1967".
G eneral Synod O rangev ille  1968 has g iven ample a t te n t io n  to  th e se  
d e c is io n s .  T h ere fo re , i t  i s  no t d i f f i c u l t  to  form an o p in io n .
The main o b je c t iv e , to  m ain ta in  th e  Reformed Creeds and th e  Church 
Order (u n le ss  i t  could be proven th a t  they  were no t in  accordance w ith  
th e  Word of God) was reached , and th e  d e c is io n s  were a l l  d ir e c te d  to  
th a t  en d .
Of co u rse , someone may have doubts about c e r ta in  th o u g h ts  and happenings. 
C ircum stances always d i f f e r .  Does everybody agree w ho lehearted ly  w ith  
Edmonton 1965?
But i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  G eneral Synod Hoogeveen 69/70 has done "peacem aker's" 
work: they  have p reserved  th e  Church of our Lord from p ersons who wanted
to  d e v ia te  from th e  c re ed s , and from sym path izers w ith  d e v ia to r s .
The "Acta" Hoogeveen 69/70 are  very c le a r  in  th e  d e c is io n s  concerning 
Rev. B .J .F .Schoep (A rt. 87), Open B rie f  (B ijla g e  10 -  pages 516 -  522), 
and "A tte s te n b e s lu it"  (A rt. 103). 

j The Committee to  be appoin ted  by your1 m eeting w i l l  undoubtedly  check 
r t h e s e  m a tte rs , which are  to o  e x ten s iv e  to  r e p o r t ,  even in  i t s  e s s e n t i a l s .

D. H eidelberg  C atechism .
The D epu ties , appoin ted  by G eneral Synod. Am ersfoort-W est 1967, w ith  a 
mandate to  tran sfo rm  th e  te x t  of th e  H eidelberg  Catechism  in to  p re s e n t-  
day Dutch, re p o rte d  a t  Synod Hoogeveen th a t  they  were unable to  com plete 
t h e i r  R eport in  tim e . Synod appoin ted  ag ain  D ep u ties . (A rt. 334)»

E. Psalm berijm ing .
The ^ e n e ra l Synod Hoogeveen 69/70 decided  (A rt. 419) t o  forw ard th e  R eport 
of Committee IV of G eneral Synod O ran g ev ille  1968, p lu s  A r t ic le  87 of th e  
A cts of G .S. O ran g ev ille  1968 to  t h e i r  D ep u ties , s in ce  i t  deemed i t  
w orthw hile in fo rm atio n  f o r  th e  D eputies f o r  i t s  own "P salm berijm ing".

F . Baptism of Adopted C h ild ren .

The d e c is io n  of Oe n era i  Synod Hoogeveen 69 /70 , concern ing  th e  baptism  
of Adopted C h ild ren , d i f f e r s  from th e  p ra c t ic e s  in  th e  Canadian Reformed 
C hurches.
a s  th e  C iv i l  Laws in  The N etherlands are  no t comparable w ith  th e  Canadian 
L e g is la t io n  on t h i s  m a tte r , i t  i s  und ers tan d ab le  th a t  th ey  may come up 
w ith  o th e r d e c is io n s . (A rt. 376).
However, i t  should no t e f f e c t  our s i s t e r - r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  th e  Gereform eerde 
Kerken in  N ederland .
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G. S ou th -Af r i c a .

The G eneral Synod Hoogeveen 69/70 decided  (A rt.314) th a t  De Gereformeerde 
Kerken in  Nederland w i l l  not m a in ta in  a s is te r - c h u r c h - r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  
"Die Vrye Gereformeerde Kerk te  P r e to r ia " ( c le r k  M .J.B oersem a), as long as 
t h i s  church has not re tu rn ed  from th e  d e v ia t io n s  of th e  pure d o c tr in e  
and a t ru e  m ain ta in in g  of the  Church Order.
Correspondence w ith  "Die '/'rye Gereformeerde Kerk te  P r e to r ia //( c le rk  H .J . 
Nauta) w i l l  be m a in ta in ed .
At a l a t e r  d a te  (A rt. 41+) Synod dec id ed , "dat z i j  de t e  benoemen 
D eputaten voor C orrespondentie  met B u iten landse  Kerken z a l  opdragen de 
raad  van de kerk  te  P r e to r ia  ( s c r ib a  M .J.Boersema) t e  b l i jv e n  zoeken".

H. Japan .

Correspondence w ith  The Reformed Church in  Japan has been d iscu ssed  a t  
th e  G eneral Synod Hoogeveen 69 /70 , bu t in  view of th e  s tan d in g  of t h i s  
Japanese Church, being  a member of th e  Reformed Ecum enical Synod, and 
having correspondence w ith  th re e  churches in  America and Canada, th e  
appoin ted  D eputies rece iv ed  a r e s t r i c t e d  m andate.

H erew ith I  should l ik e  to  conclude my "R eport" . Our a c t i v i t i e s  as D epu ties have 
culm inated in  th e  re p o rte d  f a c t s ,  reason  why we d id  not submit a complete s t a t e ­
ment of our la b o u rs . Correspondence reg a rd in g  th e  s tan d in g  of v i s i t o r s  from  The 
N e th e rlan d s , and re q u e s ts  f o r  in fo rm atio n  were no t m entioned f o r  example, as we 
co n sid e r t h i s  type of a c t i v i t i e s  the  re g u la r  workload (we a re  n o t com plain ingj 
i t  i s n ’t  th a t  bad) th a t  goes w ith  the  appointm ent as D epu ties .

A ll in  a l l ,  you w i l l  have understood th a t  my co n c lusion  and advice i s  to  m a in ta in  
th e  S is te r-C h irr  ch -R e la tio n sh ip  w ith  De Gereformeerde Kerken in  N ederland, and as 
a consequence to  m ain ta in  th e  C orrespondence.

May th e  Lord fu r n is h  you as d e le g a te s  w ith  th e  wisdom of His Word in  a l l  your 
d e l ib e r a t io n s  and d e c is io n s  I

W ith b ro th e r ly  g re e t in g s ,

C. Ouwers lo o t


