
A d d itio n  u n d e r  H . R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
W e  m a in ta in  th e  o r ig in a l r e c o m m e n d a tio n  on th e  b a s is  o f th e  g ro u n d s  m e n tio n e d  

a n d  r e q u e s t  y o u  to  r e a d  it  a s  R e c o m m e n d a tio n  1.
O n th e  b a s is  of a d d it io n a l  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  th e  e v a lu a t io n  th e r e o f  w e  re c o m ­

m en d :
2. T h a t  S y n o d  T o ro n to  1974 d e c id e  t h a t  th e  C o m m itte e  fo r  C o n ta c t  w i th  th e

C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  sh a ll e x e c u te  th e  m a n d a te  a s  g iv e n  by  S y n o d
O ra n g e v il le  1968, A c ts  A r t .  134 s u b  V III , s u b  2, 3, a n d  4, m u ta t i s  m u ta n d is ,
t h a t  m e a n s  in th e  n o w  c h a n g e d  s i tu a t io n :
2. D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  th e  c o n ta c t  on  th e  p a r t  o f th e  C a n a d ia n  

R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  s t a r t e d  w ith  th e  “A p p e a l  1962” , in w h ich  th e  r e a s o n s  fo r 
o u r  s e p a r a t e  e x is te n c e  w e re  g iv e n  a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  w a s  
e a r n e s t ly  w a rn e d  n o t to  p ro c e e d  w ith  th e  c o u rse  o f re c o g n iz in g  th e  S y n o d ic a l 
G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  a s  fa ith fu l  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s ;

3. T h e y  sh a ll th e n  in fo rm  th e  C o n ta c t  C o m m it te e  t h a t  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  
C h u rc h e s  can  c o n tin u e  th e  c o n ta c t  on ly  w h e n  th is  m a t t e r  of c o r re s p o n d e n c e  
(w ith  r e la te d  m a t te r s )  is  p u t  in th e  c e n t r e  of th e  d e lib e ra t io n s .  T h e y  sh a ll 
th e r e f o r e  in s is t  t h a t  a  c le a r  a n s w e r  b e  g iv e n  b y  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  
C h u rc h  to  th e  th r e e  q u e s t io n s  fo rm u la te d  b y  th e  p re v io u s  D e p u t ie s ;  e v e n  
m o re  so  b e c a u se  t h e  C o n ta c t  C o m m itte e  h a s  n e v e r  b r o u g h t  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  
b e fo re  th e i r  S y n o d  n o r  a n s w e re d  th e m  th e m s e lv e s .

4. D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  th e n  w a i t  til l  th e  n e x t  S y n o d  of th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  
h a s  e x p r e s s e d  i ts  w il lin g n e s s  to  e n te r  in to  th e  d isc u ss io n  on  th is  m ain  
o b s ta c le .  I f  th e  c o n t r a r y  sh o u ld  h a p p e n , D e p u t ie s  sh a ll th e n  se n d  an  u rg e n t ,  
C h r is t ia n  A p p e a l  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  c o m m u n ity  in  th e  sa m e  v e in  as 
( th e  f i r s t  p a r t  of) t h e  “A p p e a l  1962” .

N .B .
I t  m a y  b e  s t a te d  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  C o m m it te e  cou ld  h a v e  d e c id e d  to  a c t  in  a c c o rd a n c e  
w ith  th is  m a n d a te  in  t h e  c o u rs e  o f t im e , e i t h e r  b e fo re  o r  a f t e r  S y n o d  T o ro n to  1974. 
T h e  A c ts  o f  S y n o d  1974 o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h , h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  on ly  
r e c e n t ly  b e e n  p u b l is h e d  a n d  h a v e  n o t  o ffic ia lly  b e e n  re c e iv e d  a s  y e t  b y  y o u r  
C o m m itte e .
W e  th e r e f o r e  d e e m  it  p r o p e r  t h a t  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1974 c o n s id e r  t h e  m a t t e r s  a s  
th e y  a r e  la id  d o w n  in th is  A d d it io n a l  R e p o r t  a n d  d e c id e  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  a b o v e .

R e s p e c tfu lly  s u b m it te d  
on  b e h a lf  o f th e  C o m m itte e ,
D . V A N D E R B O O M , c o n v e n e r

APPENDIX V

D E P U T IE S  F O R  C O N T A C T  W IT H  T H E  O R T H O D O X  P R E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  
c /o  M r. W . W ild e b o e r ,  296 G a rd e n v ie w  D r . ,  B U R L IN G T O N , O n ta r io

To:
T h e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  of t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s , m e e t in g  in  T O R O N T O , 
O n ta r io ,  N o v e m b e r  4, 1974.

H a m ilto n  J u n e  25, 1974

E s te e m e d  B r e th r e n ,
T h e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  o f  N e w  W e s tm in s te r ,  1971, a p p o in te d  n e w  d e p u t ie s  fo r  

c o n ta c t  w i th  t h e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  w ith  th e  m a n d a te :
1. T o  p r e p a r e  a n d  fo rw a rd  a  l e t t e r ,  a s  o u t lin e d  in  th e  S y n o d 's  d e c is io n , to  t h e  

fo r th c o m in g  G e n e ra l  A s se m b ly  o f  t h e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h ;
2. T o  s e r v e  a s  c o n ta c t  a d d r e s s  an d  to  r e m a in  d i lig e n t  in  th e  m a t t e r  o f c o n ta c t  

w ith  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h ;
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3. T o  r e p o r t  to  th e  n e x t  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  a n d  to  k e e p  th e  c h u rc h e s  in fo rm e d  a b o u t 
th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of th is  c o n ta c t .
C o m p ly in g  w ith  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f m a n d a te  s u b  3, d e p u t ie s  s u b m it  to  y o u  th e  

fo llo w in g  r e p o r t :
Ad mandate sub 1: D e p u tie s  p r e p a re d  a  l e t t e r ,  d a te d  M a rc h , 1972, in a g r e e m e n t  w ith  
d ire c tiv e s  o f S y n o d  1971 (A c ts , p a g e  44, su b  I) a n d  s e n t  th e  l e t t e r  t o  th e  3 9 th  G e n e ra l  
A sse m b ly  o f  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h . (A p p e n d ix  I)
Ad mandate sub 2: A: D e p u t ie s  re c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  fro m  t h e  C o m m it te e  on 
E c u m e n ic ity  a n d  In te r c h u r c h  R e la tio n s  o f t h e  O rth o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h , d a te d  
M ay  24, 1972. (A p p e n d ix  II)

S u m m a ry :
T h e  C o m m itte e  a sk e d  o u r  o p in io n  in th is  l e t t e r  on  th e  m a t t e r  o f e x c h a n g e  of 

f r a te r n a l  d e le g a te s ,  w h ic h  w a s  u n d e r  c o n s id e ra tio n .
B: D e p u t ie s  s e n t  a  re p ly  to  t h e  l e t t e r  m e n tio n e d  su b  A , d a te d  N o v . 18, 1972. 
(A p p e n d ix  III)

S u m m a ry :
D e p u t ie s  a n s w e re d  th a t  th e  d e c is io n  o f  S y n o d  1971 g a v e  r e a s o n  to  c o n c lu d e  th a t  

S y n o d  d id  n o t fa v o u r  a n d  e x c h a n g e  of f r a t e r n a l  d e le g a te s  b u t  t h a t  on ly  th e  fo llo w in g  
S y n o d , i.e . th e  S y n o d  of T o ro n to  co u ld  g iv e  a d e f in i te  a n s w e r  to  th e  q u e s tio n .
C: D e p u t ie s  r e c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  o f th e  4 0 th  G e n e ra l  A s s e m b ly  o f  th e  O rth o d o x  
P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h , d a te d  A u g u s t  10, 1973. (A p p e n d ix  IV )

S u m m a ry :
T h is  l e t t e r  w h ich  c o n ta in e d  th e  a n s w e r  of th e  4 0 th  A s se m b ly  to  th e  c o m m u n i­

c a tio n  o f  d e p u tie s ,  d a te d  M a rch  1972, to  th e  3 9 th  A s se m b ly  (S e e  a d  m a n d a te  s u b  1) 
e x p re s s e d  th e  b e lie f  of th e  4 0 th  A s se m b ly  " th a t  t h e r e  is  s u f f ic ie n t  e v id e n c e  to  
w a r r a n t  o u r  re c o g n iz in g  e ac h  o th e r  a s  c h u rc h e s  w h ic h  a r e  c o m m itte d  to  th e  
S c r ip tu r e s  . . . ” , “a n d  th a t  su ch  a  r e c o g n itio n  ca lls  fo r a  f r a t e r n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  th ro u g h  
w h ic h  f u r th e r  p ro g re s s  m a y  b e  m a d e  to w a rd  fu ll a c c e p ta n c e  of e a c h  o th e r .”

T h e  l e t t e r  s t a te s ,  w i th o u t  g iv in g  g ro u n d s  fo r  it, t h a t  th e  A s se m b ly  is n o t 
p r e p a r e d  to  a c c e p t th e  ru le s  of c o rre sp o n d e n c e  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  
a n d  p r e fe r s  a t  th is  t im e  f r a te r n a l  re la t io n s h ip .
R e p o r t  D e p u t ie s  to  S y n o d  o f T o ro n to . 2.
D: D e p u t ie s  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  to  th e  4 1 s t A s se m b ly  of th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  
in re p ly  to  th e  l e t t e r  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  th e  4 0 th  A s se m b ly , m e n t io n e d  su b  C. 
(A p p e n d ix  V)

S u m m a ry :
T h is  l e t t e r  p u t  th r e e  r e q u e s t s  b e fo re  th e  4 1 s t  A s se m b ly  r e g a r d in g

a. th e  d o c tr in a l  a n d  e c c le s ia s tic a l d if fe re n c e s ;
b. t h e  ru le s  of c o rre sp o n d e n c e ;
c. f r a te r n a l  re la tio n s h ip .

C o p ies  of all th e s e  l e t t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  c h u rc h e s  r e s p e c t iv e ly  in 
M a rch  1972, on  N o v e m b e r  21, 1972 an d  on  J u n e  25, 1974.

D e p u t ie s  h a d  h o p e d  to  be  a b le  to  su p p ly  y o u  w ith  t h e  a n s w e r  o f th e  4 1 s t 
A sse m b ly , h e ld  in  M ay  1974, a n d  w ith  a  re c o m m e n d a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  th is  a n s w e r .  
W h e n  n o th in g  w a s  h e a rd  on  J u n e  12, 1974 d e p u tie s  ca lled  th e  c h a irm a n  of th e  
C o m m itte e . H e  in fo rm e d  th e  s e c r e ta r y  o f d e p u tie s  o f th e  d e c is io n  of th e  A s se m b ly  to  
r e f e r  th e  l e t t e r  of d e p u tie s ,  m e n tio n e d  su b  D , to  th e  C o m m itte e . S in c e  fo r  th e  t im e  
b e in g  m a t t e r s  r e g a r d in g  th e  p ro p o se d  U n io n  of th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  
w ith  th e  R e fo rm e d  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  (E v a n g e lic a l  S y n o d ) d e m a n d e d  th e  full 
a t te n t io n  of th e  C o m m itte e , no im m e d ia te  re p ly  to  th e  l e t t e r  of d e p u tie s  cou ld  be  
p r e p a r e d .  H e  p ro m is e d  h o w e v e r  t h a t  th e  C o m m itte e  w o u ld  t r y  to  se n d  a n  a n s w e r  
b e fo re  th e  b e g in n in g  of S y n o d  in N o v e m b e r . Y ou m a y  r e s t  a s s u r e d  t h a t  d e p u tie s  w ill 
p a s s  on to  y o u  su ch  an  a n s w e r  if i t  is re c e iv e d  in  tim e .
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A d  mandate sub 3: T h e  fo llo w in g  d e v e lo p m e n ts  m a y  b e  r e p o r te d :
a . O n  re c o m m e n d a tio n  o f  t h e  C o m m itte e  on  E c u m e n ic ity , s u p p o r te d  b y  th e  

A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e , t h e  4 0 th  A s se m b ly  o f  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  
d e c id e d  “to  t e r m in a te  o u r  s i s te r - r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  t h e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  in 
N e d e r la n d  on  th e  g ro u n d  of s e r io u s  d o c tr in a l  d e v ia t io n s  t h a t  a r e  to le r a te d  in 
t h a t  c h u rc h  a n d  o n  th e  g ro u n d  t h a t  i t  is  n o t  p o ss ib le  to  e x e rc is e  t h e  full 
e c c le s ia s t ic a l  d isc ip lin e  t h a t  th is  r e la t io n s h ip  in v o lv e s  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  
c ir c u m s ta n c e s .” (M in u te s  4 0 th  A ss . p p . 1 4 1 /6  s u b  V III)

b . T h e  A s se m b ly  a d o p te d  a  re c o m m e n d a tio n  to  a p p o in t  th e  d e le g a te s  to  t h e  1972 
R e fo rm e d  E c u m e n ic a l  S y n o d  a s  a  sp e c ia l c o m m itte e  “to  p r e p a r e  p o s i t io n -p a p e rs  
fo r  o u r  G e n e ra l  A s se m b ly  to  s u b m it  to  t h e  1976 R E S  a n d  th e  m e m b e r-c h u rc h e s  
on  th e  fo llo w in g  th e s e s :
1. T h a t  m e m b e rs h ip  in  t h e  W o rld  C o u n c il o f  C h r is t ia n  C h u rc h e s  is  u n b ib lic a l 

a n d  in c o m p a tib le  w ith  m e m b e rs h ip  in  t h e  R E S , a n d
2. T h a t  t h e  f a i lu re  o f t h e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  in  N e d e r la n d  to  m a in ta in  th e  

R e fo rm e d  C o n fe ss io n  d isq u a lif ie s  th e m  fro m  m e m b e rs h ip  in  th e  R E S .” (M in ­
u te s  4 0 th  A ss . p . 171.)

c. O n a m e n d e d  m o tio n  th e  4 0 th  A s s e m b ly  d e c id e d  “ to  i n s t r u c t  th e  d e le g a te s  to  t h e  
R E S  1972 to  p r e p a r e ,  fo r  p r e s e n ta t io n  to  th e  4 1 s t  G e n e ra l  A s s e m b ly  a 
r e c o m m e n d a tio n  w ith  r e g a r d  to  w h e th e r  t h e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  
sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  m e m b e rs h ip  in  t h e  R E S  o r  sh o u ld  w i th d r a w ,  a n d  in c lu d e  
sp e c if ic  g ro u n d s  in  s u p p o r t  o f t h e  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  . . .” (Id e m . p . 171)
N o  a c tio n  w a s  t a k e n  b y  th e  4 1 s t  A s se m b ly  c o n c e rn in g  th e  m o tio n  m e n tio n e d  

u n d e r  c. D e p u t ie s  recommend t h a t  S y n o d  ta k e s  a  d e c is io n  o n  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  
o r  n o t  S y n o d  is p r e p a r e d  to  e x c h a n g e  f r a t e r n a l  d e le g a te s .  (S ee  ad  m a n d a te  2, s u b  B) 
D e p u t ie s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  th is  r e p o r t  w i th  A p p e n d ic e s  b e  in s e r te d  in  t h e  A c ts  o f S y n o d  
of T o ro n to .

W ith  b r o th e r ly  g r e e t in g s ,  
M R . J .  B O O T ,
R E V . P . K IN G M A ,
R E V . W . L O O P S T R A , 
R E V . L . S E L L E S .
M R . W , W IL D E B O E R .

A P P E N D IX  I 
C O M M IT T E E  F O R  

C O N T A C T  W IT H  T H E  O R T H O D O X  P R E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  
c /o  M r. W . W ild e b o e r , 296 G a rd e n v ie w  D r iv e ,  B U R L IN G T O N , O n ta r io  

T h e  T h ir ty -n in th  G e n e ra l  A s se m b ly  o f th e  
O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  

c /o  T h e  R e v . M r. L eroY  B. O liv e r  
7401 O ld  Y o rk  R o ad  
P h ila d e lp h ia , P a .  19126

H a m ilto n , M a rc h  1972

E s te e m e d  B re th r e n ,
T h e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  of th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  h e ld  in  M a y  1971 a t  

N e w  W e s tm in s te r ,  B .C . a p p o in te d  th e  u n d e rs ig n e d  a s  m e m b e rs  o f a  c o m m itte e , 
w h ich  re c e iv e d  th e  m a n d a te :

1. to  p r e p a r e  a n d  fo rw a rd  a  l e t t e r  a s  o u tlin e d  in th e  S y n o d 's  d e c is io n  to  th e  
fo r th c o m in g  G e n e ra l  A s se m b ly  o f th e  O rth o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h .

2. to  s e rv e  a s  c o n ta c t  a d d r e s s  a n d  to  r e m a in  d i lig e n t  in  th e  m a t t e r  o f  c o n ta c t  w ith  
t h e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h .

3. to  r e p o r t  to  th e  n e x t  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  a n d  to  k e e p  th e  C h u rc h e s  in fo rm e d  a b o u t  
th e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  of th is  c o n ta c t .

W e  do  n o t d e e m  it p o ss ib le  to  w r i t e  o n  b e h a lf  o f  S y n o d  w i th o u t  h a v in g
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re c e iv e d  sy n o d ic a l a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  c o n te n ts  o f o u r  l e t t e r .  W e  th e r e f o r e  d e c id e d  
to  in fo rm  y o u  o n  b e h a lf  o f  S y n o d  of t h e  d e c is io n  r e g a r d in g  c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  
O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h . A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  w e  a d d  a  l e t t e r  w r i t te n  in 
a g r e e m e n t  w ith  t h e  d i r e c t iv e s  o f  S y n o d  b u t  f o rw a rd e d  o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  
C o m m itte e .

T h e  o b s e rv a t io n s ,  c o n s id e ra tio n s ,  c o n c lu s io n s  a n d  d e c is io n  a d o p te d  b y  
S y n o d  in r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  r e p o r t  a n d  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  o f  d e p u t ie s  o f  th e  
p re v io u s  S y n o d , a n d  in  r e s p o n s e  to  l e t t e r s  a n d  o v e r tu r e s  p r e s e n te d  to  S y n o d  
r e a d  a s  fo llow s:

O B S E R V A T IO N S :
1. S y n o d  E d m o n to n  1965 d e c id e d :

a . to  r e q u e s t  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  to  a p p o in t  D e p u t ie s  to  e s ta b l is h  
c o n ta c t  w i th  D e p u t ie s  o f th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s ;

b. to  in fo rm  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  a b o u t  o u r  C o n fe ss io n  a n d  
C h u rc h  g o v e rn m e n t;

c. to  d is c u s s  f r a n k ly  w ith  th e  D e p u t ie s  th e  d if fe re n c e s  in  C o n fe ss io n  a n d  C h u rc h - 
p o lity  a n d  to  c o m p a re  t h e s e  d if fe re n c e s  w ith  t h e  W o rd  o f  G od .

2. S y n o d  1968 g ra te fu l ly  a c k n o w le d g e d  th e  fa c ts :
a . t h a t  t h e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  c an  a c c e p t  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  

C h u rc h e s  on  th e  b a s is  o f  t h e  C re e d s  a n d  C h u rc h  G o v e rn m e n t;
b. th a t ,  in  m a n y  r e s p e c ts ,  th e  g o o d  f ig h t  o f  th e  f a i th  is  b e in g  fo u g h t  in th e  

O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h .
3. D e p u t ie s ,  a p p o in te d  b y  S y n o d  1968, h a v e  e x a m in e d  th e  d if fe re n c e s  in C o n fe s­

s io n , C h u rc h  P o li ty  a n d  C h u rc h  C o rre s p o n d e n c e .  T h e y  h a v e  e v a lu a te d  th e m  to  
s e e  w h e th e r  t h e s e  d if fe re n c e s  a r e  o f  su c h  a  n a tu r e  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  p r e v e n t  th e  
C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  f ro m  re c o g n iz in g  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  
C h u rc h  a s  a  t r u e  C h u rc h  a n d  fro m  e n te r in g  in to  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th is  
C h u rc h . (M a n d a te  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1968, A c ts ,  A r t .  154.)

C O N S ID E R A T IO N S
1. T h e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  "is o f th e  c o n v ic tio n ” t h a t  th e  c o r re s p o n ­

d e n c e  w ith  th e  (S y n o d ic a l)  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  in  th e  N e th e r la n d s  “ r e q u ir e s  
te rm in a t io n " .  (M in u te s  o f th e  3 7 th  G e n e ra l  A sse m b ly , 1970, p . 105.)

2. T h e  O rth o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  s t i l l  m a in ta in s  “f r a t e r n a l  r e la t io n s h ip ” w ith  
C h u rc h e s  t h a t  h a v e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  (S y n o d ic a l)  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e rk e n  
in th e  N e th e r la n d s .

3. T h e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  is s t i l l  a  m e m b e r  o f t h e  R e fo rm e d  
E c u m e n ic a l  S y n o d .

4. T h e  d isc u ss io n  a n d  ta lk s  of th e  D e p u t ie s  of b o th  C h u rc h e s , w h ich  h a v e  la s te d  
a lm o s t  s ix  y e a r s ,  h a v e  n o t  r e s u l te d  in  a  re c o m m e n d a tio n  to , g la d ly  a n d  w ith o u t  
r e s e r v a t io n ,  e n te r  in to  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th e s e  C h u rc h e s .

5. D e p u t ie s  o f t h e  O rth o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  th e  s ta n d  of 
th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h , n a m e ly  a  p r e fe r e n c e  fo r “ f r a t e r n a l  r e la t io n ­
sh ip ” in s te a d  of “ru le s  fo r s is te r -c h u rc h  re la t io n s h ip " .

6. T h e  t im e  h a s  com e t h a t  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  s t a t e  c le a r ly  t h e i r  
p o s itio n  to w a rd  th e  O rth o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  in  th e  m a t t e r  o f e n te r in g  
in to  c o r re s p o n d e n c e .

S y n o d  C O N C L U D E S
T o a c k n o w le d g e  g ra te fu lly ,

1. t h a t  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  is a  g ro u p  of C h u rc h e s  t h a t  c o m m it 
th e m s e lv e s  to  th e  S c r ip tu r e s  a s  th e  in fa llib le  W o rd  o f  G od, a n d  th a t  w ish  to  
m a in ta in  th e  C re e d s , b a se d  on th is  W o rd  of G od;

2. t h a t  th e  O rth o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  d e s i r e s  to  r e g u la te  a n d  o r d e r  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t  of t h e  C h u rc h  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  t h e  S c r ip tu r a l  c o n fe ss io n , n a m e ly  
t h a t  “ a ll i t s  d e c is io n s  sh o u ld  b e  fo u n d e d  upo n  th e  r e v e a le d  w ill o f G o d ” . (F o rm  
of G o v e rn m e n t ,  C h a p te r  1, 7);
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3. t h a t  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  “ is o f  th e  c o n v ic tio n "  t h a t  th e  c o r r e ­
sp o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  (S y n o d ica l) G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  in  t h e  N e th e r la n d s  
“r e q u ir e s  te r m in a t io n ” . (M in u te s  o f  th e  3 7 th  G e n e ra l  A sse m b ly , 1970, p. 105)

4. t h a t  t h e  r e la t io n  w ith  C h u rc h e s , t h a t  m a in ta in  a  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th e s e  
C h u rc h e s  is  s ti ll  e x is tin g ;

5. t h a t  th is  fa c t  a n d  th e  m e m b e rs h ip  in  th e  R e fo rm e d  E c u m e n ic a l  S y n o d , a r e  
im p e d im e n ts  to  e n te r  in to  c o r re sp o n d e n c e ;

6. t h a t  t h e  p r e fe r e n c e  fo r  " f r a te r n a l  r e la t io n s h ip ” p r e v e n t s  t h e  u s e  o f th e  ru le s  
fo r c o r re s p o n d e n c e  a s  a  c o n d itio n  fo r  e n te r in g  in to  c o r re sp o n d e n c e ;

7. t h a t  d iv e rg e n c ie s  in c o n fess io n  a n d  in  C h u rc h  p o lity  a r e  s e r io u s  e n o u g h  to  
r e m a in  th e  s u b je c t  o f  f u r th e r  a n d  f ra n k  d isc u ss io n s .

S y n o d  D E C ID E S
to  fo rw a rd  a  l e t t e r  d i re c tly  to  th e  G e n e ra l  A s se m b ly  o f  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  
C h u rc h .

a . in fo rm in g  th is  A s se m b ly  o f t h e  fo re g o in g  o b s e rv a t io n s ,  c o n s id e ra tio n s  a n d  
c o n c lu s io n s;

b . r e q u e s t in g  i t  b r o th e r ly  a n d  u rg e n tly ;
1. to  r e g u la te ,  o r d e r  a n d  m a in ta in  c h u rc h  g o v e rn m e n t  w h o lly  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  

th e  S c r ip tu r e s ;
2. to  a lso  te r m in a te  t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  C h u rc h e s , t h a t  m a in ta in  c o r r e ­

sp o n d e n c e  w ith  t h e  (S y n o d ica l) G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  in th e  N e th e r la n d s ,  a s  
w ell a s  m e m b e rs h ip  in  th e  R e fo rm e d  E c u m e n ic a l  S y n o d ;

3. to  c o n s id e r  to  a d o p t  t h e  ru le s  fo r c o r re s p o n d e n c e  o f th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  
C h u rc h e s ."

A c ts  G en . S y n o d  N .W . 1971, A r t .  92.
S o  f a r  th e  S y n o d  o f  N e w  W e s tm in s te r .
A s  a  c o m m itte e  w e  a r e  a f ra id  t h a t  p o in t  5  o f t h e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  C O N S ID ­

E R A T IO N S  a n d  p o in t  6 o f th e  C O N C L U S IO N S  m a y  p u z z le  yo u .
A p p a re n t ly  S y n o d  re c e iv e d  th e  im p re s s io n  fro m  th e  r e p o r t  o f th e  d e p u t ie s  o f  th e  

p re v io u s  S y n o d  t h a t  t h e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  p r e f e r s  f r a t e r n a l  r e la t io n ­
sh ip  b e tw e e n  y o u r  C h u rc h e s  an d  o u r  C h u rc h e s  in p la c e  o f  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  u n d e r  a 
s e t  o f r u le s  a d o p te d  fo r  t h a t  p u rp o se .

T h e  p o in t  is  t h a t  in  t h e  c o u rs e  o f th e  d isc u ss io n s  b e tw e e n  m e m b e rs  o f th e  
C o m m itte e  on  E c u m e n ic ity  a n d  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la tio n s  a n d  d e p u t ie s  o f o u r  C h u rc h e s  
th e  d if f ic u lty  o f re m o v in g  all o b s ta c le s  in a c h ie v in g  fu ll c o r re s p o n d e n c e  a s  C h u rc h e s  
b e c a m e  e v id e n t .  I t  m a d e  o n e  of th e  m e m b e rs  o f t h e  C o m m it te e  w o n d e r  if th e  
C h u rc h e s  sh o u ld  n o t  r e s t r i c t  th e m s e lv e s  fo r  th e  t im e  b e in g  to  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f 
f r a te r n a l  re la t io n s .  C o n ta c t  co u ld  b e  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  w a y  w i th o u t  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f 
c o m p le te  a g r e e m e n t  in  m a t t e r s  o f  d o c tr in e  a n d  c h u rc h -p o lity .

A s  to  th e  p o in t  o f r u le s  fo r  c o r re s p o n d e n c e ,  th e  C o m m it te e  d id  n o t  s t a t e  t h a t  th e  
O rth o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  p r e f e r s  f r a te r n a l  r e la t io n s  to  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  
g o v e rn e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f ru le s ,  b u t  t h a t  th e  O rth o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h e s  n e v e r  
a d o p te d  ru le s  fo r  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  a n d  t h a t  th e  C o m m itte e  w a s  n o t in  fa v o u r  o f  so m e  
of th e  ru le s  o f t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  f e a r in g  t h a t  th e  im p lim e n ta t io n  of 
su c h  m ig h t r e s u l t  in a  d o m in a tio n  o f th e  o n e  C h u rc h  o v e r  t h e  o th e r .

W e  o ffe r  o u r  a p o lo g ie s  fo r  t h e  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s  w h ic h  a ro s e .
P ro c e e d in g  now  to  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  m a t te r ,  S y n o d  s t a te d  in p o in t  7 o f  i ts  

co n c lu s io n s  “ t h a t  d iv e rg e n c ie s  in c o n fess io n  a n d  in C h u rc h -p o lity  a r e  s e r io u s  e n o u g h  
to  r e m a in  th e  s u b je c t  o f  f u r th e r  a n d  f r a n k  d is c u s s io n ” .

T h e  d o c tr in a l  d iv e rg e n c ie s  a r e  m a in ly  b a s e d  on  th e  fo llo w in g  p a s s a g e s  o f th e  
W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe ss io n  o f  F a i th  a n d  o f  th e  L a r g e r  C a te c h is m .
A . l .  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe ss io n  C h . 25, p a r .  I , I I  IV ; L a r g e r  C a te c h is m  Q u e s tio n  a n d  

A n s w e r  64 - 66, re :  T h e  C h u rc h .
S tu d y in g  th e s e  p a r a g r a p h s  a n d  a n s w e r s  w e  re a liz e  t h a t  w e  sh o u ld  n o t r e a d  
th e m  in  th e  lig h t  o f t h e  d o w n h il l- tre n d  w h ic h  R e fo rm e d  T h e o lo g y  sh o w e d  in  th e
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p o s t-R e fo rm a tio n  e r a .  O n th e  o th e r  h a n d  w e  liv e  in  a  t im e  in  w h ic h  th e  v is ib le  
C h u rc h , a s  m a n ife s te d  in i ts  in s t i tu t io n a l  fo rm  is s e t  in  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  
in v is ib le  C h u rc h , a s  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  a ll th e  e le c t  o f p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u tu r e ,  a 
C h u rc h  w h ic h  is n o t in s t itu t io n a l iz e d ,  b u t  w h ic h  is g a th e r e d  t o g e th e r  o u t  o f  all 
in s t i tu te s .
T h e  r e s u l t  o f  th is  p o la r iz a tio n  o f  th e  v is ib le  a n d  in v is ib le  C h u rc h  h a s  b e e n  a  low  
e s te e m  fo r w h a t  is c a lled  th e  v is ib le  C h u rc h , a  w e a k e n in g  o f  c h u rc h -c o n sc io u s ­
n e ss , a  lack  o f u n d e r s ta n d in g  of th e  s e r io u s n e s s  o f t h e  c a llin g  “to  s e p a r a t e  fro m  
th e  fa ls e  C h u rc h  a n d  to  jo in  th e  t r u e  C h u rc h ” (T h e  B e lg ic  C o n fe ss io n  of F a i th  
A r t .  28) a n d  th e  r i s e  o f t h e  “th e o lo g o u m e n o n ” o f  t h e  p lu r ifo rm i ty  o f t h e  C h u rc h  
w h ic h  is n e i th e r  t a u g h t  b y  th e  S c r ip tu r e s  n o r  b y  th e  R e fo rm e d  C o n fe ss io n s  an d  
w h ich  p ro v e d  to  b e  a n  u n d e rm in in g  fa c to r  in  t h e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  th e  s in s  o f  th e  
C h u rc h  a n d  fo r  th e  r e fo rm a tio n  of th e  C h u rc h .
T h e  q u e s t io n  a ro s e  in S y n o d  w h a t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  
C h u rc h , th e  “ p a r t ic u la r  C h u rc h e s ” a r e  o f  w h ic h  C h. 25, IV  of t h e  W e s tm in s t e r  
C o n fe ss io n  s t a t e s  t h a t  th e y  a r e  m e m b e rs  o f th e  c a th o lic  C h u rc h . T h e  q u e s t io n  
w a s  b r o u g h t  u p  b e c a u se  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe ss io n , a l th o u g h  m e n t io n in g  
“ th e  t e a c h in g  a n d  th e  e m b ra c in g  o f  th e  g o sp e l, th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f o rd in a n c e s  
a n d  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f p u b lic  w o r s h ip ” in C h. 25, IV  d o e s  n o t  c le a r ly  m e n tio n  
th e  m a r k s  o f  th e  t r u e  a n d  o f  th e  fa ls e  C h u rc h , a s  fo u n d  in th e  B e lg ic  C o n fe ss io n , 
A r t .  29 a n d  T h e  S c o t t is h  C o n fe ss io n  of F a i th  C h . X V III . T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a 
s e p a r a te  c o n fess io n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  m a rk s  of th e  C h u rc h  m a k e s  i t  h a rd  to  
d e te r m in e  th e  b o rd e r l in e  b e tw e e n  th e  t r u e  a n d  th e  fa ls e  C h u rc h  a n d  c an  e a s ily  
le a d  to  t h e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f t h e  th e o r y  o f th e  p lu r ifo rm ity  o f t h e  C h u rc h .

A .2 . W e s tm in s te r  C onf. C h . 18, I I I  a n d  L a r g e r  C a t.  Q u e s tio n  a n d  A n s w e r  81, r e :  th e  
a s s u ra n c e  o f  fa ith .
W e  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  w h e r e a s  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe ss io n  C h . 14, I I  g iv e s  a 
d e s c r ip t io n  o f fa ith , W .C . C h . 18, I I I  a n d  L .C . A n sw . 81 d e a l w i th  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
a s s u r a n c e  o f  g ra c e  a n d  s a lv a t io n  o f th e  b e lie v e r s .
H o w e v e r  t h e  la s t  tw o  p a s s a g e s  a r e  w o rd e d  in  su ch  a w a y  t h a t  t h e  co n c lu s io n  
m a y  b e  d r a w n  fro m  th e m  t h a t  a s s u ra n c e  is n o t  an  e s s e n t ia l  p a r t  o f fa ith , b u t  a  
g ra c e  w h ic h  is a d d e d  to  fa ith .
In  th e  h is to ry  o f t h e  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  w e h a v e  n o tic e d  t h a t  t h e  s e p a ra t io n  
o f  fa ith  a n d  a s s u ra n c e  d r e w  m a n y  c h ild re n  o f G od a w a y  fro m  t h e  so lid  g ro u n d  of 
t h e  p ro m is e s  o f G od a n d  fro m  th e  o b e d ie n c e  of fa ith , P s a lm  105; P s a lm  111; 
G a la tia n s  5, R o m a n s  15, a s  r e v e a le d  in H is W o rd .
I t  m a d e  th e m  fa ll in to  t h e  p i t  o f a  b o tto m le s s  su b je c t iv is m  a n d  m y s t ic is m  w h ich  
p ro v e d  to  b e  d i s a s t r o u s  fo r  s p i r i tu a l  h e a l th  a n d  g ro w th ,  th e  p e a c e  w ith  a n d  th e  
jo y  a n d  h o p e  in  G od.

A .3. L a r g e r  C a te c h is m  Q u e s tio n  a n d  A n s w e r  31, re :  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  g ra c e .
T h is  a n s w e r  c o n fe s s e s  t h a t  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f g r a c e  w a s  m a d e  w ith  C h r is t  an d  
in  H im  w ith  th e  e le c t .  W e  re a liz e  t h a t  A n s w e r  166 o f  th e  L a r g e r  C a te c h is m  
s t a t e s  t h a t  c h ild re n  o f  p a r e n t s  w h o  p ro fe s s e d  th e i r  f a ith  “a r e  in  t h a t  r e s p e c t  
w ith in  th e  c o v e n a n t” a n d  t h a t  th e r e f o r e  A n s w e r  31 m a y  b e  i n te r p r e t e d  a s  
s p e a k in g  of th e m  w h o  b e co m e  p a r ta k e r s  o f  th e  b le s s in g s  p ro m is e d  in  th e  
c o v e n a n t,  t h a t  is, if w e  a r e  a llo w e d  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  w o rd  “ w ith in ” in  A n s w e r  
166 in t h e  s e n s e  o f  “ in ” a n d  d o  n o t in t h e  s e n s e  o f “w ith in  t h e  c o v e n a n t- s p h e re ” . 
H o w e v e r  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  A n s w e r  31 o f  t h e  L a r g e r  C a te c h is m  
is  w o rd e d  in su c h  a  w a y  t h a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  m a y  b e  d r a w n  f ro m  i t  t h a t  th e  
L O R D  m a d e  H is c o v e n a n t  w ith  t h e  e le c t  a lo n e  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  C h r is t .  
W h e n  th e  S y n o d  S n e e k  U t r e c h t  1942 o f  t h e  ‘G e r e fo rm e e rd e  K e r k e n ’ p la c e d  
p a s to r s  a n d  e ld e r s  u n d e r  th e  o b lig a tio n  to  e x c lu s iv e ly  te a c h  th e  r e la te d  d o c tr in e  
o f  a  p r e s u m p tiv e  r e g e n e r a t io n  o f t h e  c h ild re n  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t,  w e  r e fu s e d  to  do  
so  b e c a u s e  w e  b e lie v e d  t h a t  th is  d o c tr in e  w a s  in  c o n f lic t w i th  t h e  S c r ip tu r a l  
t e a c h in g  of t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f g ra c e  b y  t h e  L O R D  w ith  th e  
b e l ie v e r s  a n d  w ith  t h e i r  s e e d , G en . 17:7 , A c ts  2 :39 .
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T h e  w h o le  s t r u g g le  in th e  “G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e r k e n ’ in th e  fo r t ie s  h a s  c o n v in c ed  
u s  e v e n  m o re  o f  t h e  e s s e n t ia l  im p o r ta n c e  t h a t  th is  s c r ip tu r a l  d o c tr in e  is 
m a in ta in e d  w ith  a  v iew  to  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f th e  k e y s  o f  t h e  k in g d o m  
e n t r u s te d  to  th e  C h u rc h  a n d  w ith  a  v iew  to  a ll p a s to r a l  c a re  w ith  i ts  tw o  s id e s  o f 
c o m fo r tin g  a n d  a d m o n ish in g , e n c o u ra g in g  a n d  e x h o r tin g .

A .4. L a r g e r  C a te c h is m  Q u e s tio n  a n d  A n s w e r  50 re :  th e  d e s c e n t  in to  hell.
T h is  a n s w e r  i n t e r p r e t s  th e  a r t ic le  o f  t h e  d e s c e n t  in to  h e ll a s  J e s u s ’ s t a y  “ in  th e  
s t a t e  o f d e a th  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  p o w e r  o f d e a th ” .
T h e  H e id e lb e rg  C a te c h is m , A n s w e r  44 e x p la in s  t h e  d e s c e n t  in to  h e ll a s  J e s u s ' 
s u f fe r in g  o f  th e  h e llish  a g o n y  a n d  p a in  “d u r in g  all H is  s u f f e r in g s  b u t  e sp e c ia lly  
on  th e  c ro s s ” .
W e  a r e  a w a re  t h a t  b o th  i n te r p r e ta t io n s  h a v e  h a d  a  p la c e  in  th e  te a c h in g s  o f th e  
C h u rc h e s  o f t h e  R e fo rm a tio n .

A . 5. L a r g e r  C a te c h is m  Q u e s tio n  a n d  A n s w e r  99; 102 - 148 r e :  t h e  law  o f G od.
W e  a r e  n o t to o  h a p p y  w ith  th e  in tro d u c t io n  to  t h e  e x p la n a t io n  o f th e  t e n  
c o m m a n d m e n ts  a s  p r e s e n te d  in  A n s w e r  99. W e  fe e l t h a t  su c h  a n  in tro d u c t io n  
c a n n o t b e  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  th e  a c t  of “b e lie v in g  w ith  t h e  h e a r t  a n d  c o n fe s s in g  w ith  
th e  m o u th ” (B e lg ic  C o n fe ss io n  A r t .  1).
A s  to  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f th e  c o m m a n d m e n ts  th e m s e lv e s ,  a s  g iv e n  in  A n s w e r  102 
- 148 w e  p la c e  q u e s t io n  m a rk s  b e h in d  w o rd s  a n d  e x p re s s io n s  in  th is  v e ry  
d e ta i le d  e x p o s itio n  a n d  w e  w o n d e r  w h e th e r  fu ll ju s t ic e  is  d o n e  to  th e  p r o g r e s s  in 
t h e  h is to ry  o f  s a lv a tio n  in  t h e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  fo u r th  c o m m a n d m e n t.
In  v iew  of w h a t  w a s  m e n tio n e d  u n d e r  A , 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, w e  w o u ld  lik e  to  a s k  y o u  to  

c o n s id e r  th e s e  p o in ts ,  w h ich  in  o u r  o p in io n  im p ly  th e  c o n fe s s in g  o f tw o  C h u rc h e s , a 
v is ib le  C h u rc h  a n d  a n  in v is ib le  C h u rc h , tw o  c o v e n a n ts ,  o n e  w ith  t h e  e le c t  a n d  o n e  
w ith  th e  b e lie v e r s  a n d  th e i r  c h ild re n ; a n d  tw o  k in d s  o f  f a ith , o n e , in c lu d in g  th e  
a s s u ra n c e  of fa ith  a n d  th e  o th e r  n o t  in c lu d in g  th is  a s s u ra n c e .

F u r t h e r  w e  w o u ld  lik e  to  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  i n te r p r e t a t i o n  o f th e  a r t ic le  o f  th e  
d e s c e n t  in to  h e ll, a s  g iv e n  in  A n s w e r  50 o f  th e  L a r g e r  C a te c h is m , d o e s  n o t m a rk  a s  
u n s c r ip tu r a l  th e  e x p la n a t io n  w h ich  is p r e s e n te d  in  A n s w e r  44 of th e  H e id e lb e rg  
C a te c h ism .

F in a lly  w e  w o u ld  lik e  to  b e  in fo rm e d  a b o u t  th e  b in d in g  c h a r a c te r  of t h e  d e ta i ls  
o f  th e  i n te r p r e ta t io n  o f th e  c o m m a n d m e n ts  a s  p r e s e n te d  in  A n s w e r  102 148 of th e
L a r g e r  C a te c h ism .
B . l .  A s  to  th e  d iv e rg e n c ie s  in C h u rc h -p o lity , r e f e r r e d  to  in  p o in t  7 o f th e  co n c lu s io n s

of S y n o d , th e  d if fe re n c e s  in c h u rc h  g o v e rn m e n t  a s  r e f le c te d  in y o u r  F o rm  of 
G o v e rn m e n t  a n d  o u r  C h u rc h  O rd e r  a r e  u l tim a te ly  b a se d  on a  d if fe re n c e  in 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  of th e  r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  local C h u rc h e s  a n d  t h e  C h u rc h  
u n iv e rs a l .
T h e  C h u rc h  O rd e r  p ro c e e d s  fro m  th e  p r in c ip le  of th e  c o m p le te n e s s  an d  
" a u to n o m y ” of th e  local C h u rc h e s , w h ich  in  th e  u n i ty  o f  fa ith  v o lu n ta r i ly  e n te r  
in to  a  fe d e ra tio n  of C h u rc h e s .
T h e  F .O .G . is b a se d  on  th e  p r in c ip le  t h a t  th e  C h u rc h  u n iv e r s a l  h a s  p re c e d e n c e  
o v e r  th e  local C h u rc h e s , w h ich  a r e  a c tu a lly  p a r t s  of it. F .O .G . C h. II  2, 3. 
F ro m  th e  d isc u ss io n s  w h ich  d e p u tie s  h a d  w ith  y o u r  C o m m it te e  w e  le a rn e d  t h a t  
y o u  b a se  th is  v iew  on th e  p a s s a g e s  in th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  w h e re  th e  s in g u la r  
n o u n  ‘e c c le s ia ’ is u se d  fo r all th e  C h u rc h e s  o f  th e  L o rd .
W e  a r e  c o n v in c ed  w ith  y o u  th a t  th e s e  p a s s a g e s ,  M a tth e w  16:18 a n d  A c ts  9:31 
sp e a k  of th e  u n iv e r s a l  C h u rc h , o r  a s  in th e  c a se  o f A c ts  9:31  of th e  P a le s t in e  
c h u rc h  c o m p o sed  o f  th e  v a r io u s  local c h u rc h e s .
Y ou in t u r n  w ill a g r e e  w ith  u s  t h a t  in a d d it io n  to  th is  u se  o f th e  w o rd  e c c le s ia , it  
is  u se d  o v e r  an d  o v e r  fo r  local C h u rc h e s , M a tth e w  18:17 a .o . T h e  u se  of e x a c tly  
t h e  sa m e  w o rd  fo r th e  C h u rc h  u n iv e r s a l  a n d  fo r th e  local c h u rc h  in d ic a te s  t h a t  
th e  local c h u rc h  is n o t ju s t  a p a r t  o r  a  b ra n c h  o r  a  d e p a r tm e n t  o f th e  c h u rc h  
u n iv e r s a l ,  b u t  t h a t  b o th  th e  local c h u rc h  an d  th e  c h u rc h  u n iv e r s a l  a r e  in th e i r  
o w n  r ig h t :  C h u rc h  of G od, b o d y  of C h r is t .
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T h is  is  c o n f irm e d  b y  th e  e p is t le s  w h ic h  a r e  a d d re s s e d  fo r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  to  
local C h u rc h e s  a n d  sp e a k  of th e s e  c o n g re g a tio n s  a s  “ th e  C h u rc h  of G od w h ich  
is a t  C o r in th ” , 1 C o r. 1 :2  a .o . Cp. a ls o  G a la tio n s  1:22.
A n o th e r  c o n f irm a tio n  is fo u n d  in R e v e la tio n  1 w h ic h  p ic tu r e s  th e  L o rd  J e s u s  in  
th e  m id s t  of th e  la m p s ta n d s  w h ich  a re ,  a c c o rd in g  to  vs. 20, th e  s e v e n  C h u rc h e s  
a d d r e s s e d  b y  th e  L o rd  in R e v e la tio n  2 an d  3 by  th e i r  p a r t i c u la r  n a m e s . T h e  
sa m e  book  s p e a k s  h o w e v e r  o f  “ th e  h o ly  c ity  J e r u s a le m "  a s  “ th e  b r id e ,  th e  w ife  
o f  th e  L a m b ” 21:9 , 10. S o  h e re  w e  h a v e  b o th  a g a in : th e  local C h u rc h e s  an d  
th e  C h u rc h  u n iv e r s a l  s ta n d in g  n o t  u n d e r  o r a b o v e  b u t  b e s id e  o n e  a n o th e r .  
T h is  im p lie s  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t a c c e p t th e  v iew  t h a t  th e  b r o a d e r  a s s e m b lie s  o f th e  
C h u rc h e s  a r e  h ig h e r  ju d ic a to r ie s  C h . I X , 6, X I, 1 w h ic h  a s  su c h  h a v e  su p e rv is io n  
o v e r  th e  lo w e r  ju d ic a to r ie s  C h. X , 7, X I, 4.
W e  c a n n o t fin d  th is  p r in c ip le  e i th e r  in  A c ts  15, s in c e  th e  m e e t in g  o f w h ich  
th is  c h a p te r  s p e a k s  is  n o t  a  m e e t in g  of th e  ‘p r e s b y te r y ’ o f J e r u s a le m  w ith  
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  o f th e  ‘s e s s io n ’ o f A n tio c h , b u t  a s  i t  r e a d s  in v s . 4 a  m e e t in g  of 
th e  a p o s t le s  a n d  of e ld e r s  o f th e  c o n g re g a tio n  o f J e r u s a le m  w ith  d e le g a te s  of 
th e  c o n g re g a tio n  o f A n tio ch .

B .2. T h e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  a lso  te a c h e s  t h a t  w h e re a s  th e  a p o s t le s  h a d  a u th o r i ty  o v e r  
a ll th e  C h u rc h e s , th e  a u th o r i ty  o f th e  e ld e r s  w a s  r e s t r i c te d  to  th e  flo ck s o v e r  
w h ic h  th e y  w e re  s e t  a s  o v e r s e e r s ,  A c ts . 20:28.
T h is  p r in c ip le  d o e s  n o t  a llo w  us to  se e  th e  b ro a d e r  a s s e m b lie s  a s  m e e t in g s  o f 
o f f ic e b e a re r s  C h. X , 2, w h o  in th is  c a p a c ity  ru le  th e  C h u rc h  in th e s e  a s se m b lie s ,  
C h. V III , 2.
W e  c o n s id e r  i t  f u r th e r  in co n flic t w ith  th e  p r in c ip le  e x p r e s s e d  in  A c ts  20 :28  a .o . 
t h a t  m in is te r s  b e lo n g  to  th e  p r e s b y te r i e s  in s te a d  of to  th e  local C h u rc h e s , Ch. X , 
9, a n d  t h a t  th e  p r e s b y te r y  in s te a d  of th e  se s s io n  " o rd a in s , in s ta l ls ,  r e m o v e s  a n d  
ju d g e s  m in is te r s " ,  C h. X , 7.
T h is  sp e c ia l t r e a tm e n t  of m in is te r s  m ay  h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  
o f  t h e  o ffice  o f m in is te r  a s  " th e  f i r s t  in th e  C h u rc h , b o th  fo r  d ig n ity  a n d  
u s e fu ln e s s ”, C h . IV . T h e  a p o s t le  P a u l  e x h o r ts  T im o th y  “ to  c o n s id e r  th e  e ld e r s  
w h o  ru le  w e ll w o r th y  o f  d o u b le  h o n o u r , e sp e c ia lly  th o s e  w h o  la b o u r  in  p r e a c h in g  
a n d  te a c h in g ” . 1 T im . 5 :1 7 , b u t  h e  d o e s  n o t  te a c h  t h a t  th e  o ffice  o f th e  p re a c h in g  
a n d  te a c h in g  e ld e r  is  in  a n y  r e s p e c t  s u p e r io r  to  t h a t  o f th e  fe llo w -o ff ic e b e a re rs .  
T h e  fa c t t h a t  te a c h in g -e ld e r s  a n d  ru l in g -e ld e r s  a r e  b o th  c a lled  “e ld e r s ” d o e s  n o t 
le a v e  ro o m  fo r  a n y  p r io r i ty  o f  t h e  te a c h in g -e ld e r  o v e r  t h e  ru l in g -e ld e r .
O n e  o th e r  c h a p te r  w h ich  t r o u b le s  u s  in  th is  c o n te x t  is  C h a p te r  X IX . T h e  L o rd  
J e s u s  g a v e  H is  g r e a t  c o m m iss io n  a n d  H e  g r a n te d  in a d d it io n  to  a p o s t le s ,  
p ro p h e ts ,  p a s to r s  a n d  t e a c h e r s ,  a lso  e v a n g e li s t s  to  H is  C h u rc h , E p h .  4 :11 . B u t  
w e  c a n n o t f in d  a n y  in d ic a tio n  t h a t  m in is te r s  o f th e  C h u rc h  sh o u ld  b e  a llo w e d  to  
la b o u r  in  C h u rc h e s  w h ic h  d o  n o t  b e lo n g  to  th e  C h u rc h  w h e re in  th e  m in is te r  is 
an  o f f ic e b e a re r .  W e  a r e  a f ra id  t h a t  th is  p r a c t ic e  e a s ily  p ro m o te s  t h e  id e a  o f th e  
p lu r ifo rm ity  o f th e  C h u rc h .

B .3 . W e  a r e  g r a te f u l  to  le a rn  f ro m  C h. I , 7, t h a t  “th e  c h u rc h  p o w e r  is  o n ly  m in is te r ia l  
a n d  d e c la ra t iv e ,  i.e . t h a t  th e  H o ly  S c r ip tu r e s  a r e  t h e  o n ly  r u le  o f  fa ith  a n d  
m a n n e r s ” .
H o w e v e r  w e  r e a d  in  C h. X I, 6, t h a t  “d e liv e ra n c e s ,  r e s o lu tio n s ,  o v e r tu r e s  a n d  
o th e r  a c tio n s  w h ich  a r e  a d d it io n a l  to  th e  sp ec ific  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  
sh a ll  n o t  b e  r e g a r d e d  b in d in g  u n le s s  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  G e n e ra l  
A s se m b ly  a n d  P r e s b y te r ie s ” . . .
T h is  r u le  w h ic h  m a k e s  th e  b in d in g  c h a r a c te r  o f  d e c is io n s  d e p e n d in g  on  th e  
a p p ro v a l  o f  t h e  m a jo r i ty  is, in  o u r  o p in io n , n o t  in  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  t h e  s t a te m e n t  
t h a t  th e  H o ly  S c r ip tu r e s  a r e  th e  o n ly  r u le  o f fa ith  a n d  m a n n e r s .  T h e  h is to ry  o f 
th e  C h u rc h  h a s  sh o w n  t h a t  t h e  b r o a d e s t  a s s e m b ly  a n d  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  b ro a d e r  
a s s e m b lie s  m a y  g iv e  a p p ro v a l  o f r e s o lu tio n s  e tc .  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  in  a g r e e m e n t  
w ith  H o ly  W r i t  b u t  a r e  in  co n flic t w ith  it.
W e  p r e f e r  th e r e f o r e  a r t .  31 o f th e  C h u rc h  O rd e r  o f  D o r t  to  t h e  r u le  o f C h . X I, 6
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of th e  F o rm  of G o v e rn m e n t.  T h is  a r t ic le  31 p r e s c r ib e s  t h a t  “w h a te v e r  m ay  b e  
a g re e d  u p o n  b y  a  m a jo r i ty  v o te  (in th e  b ro a d e r  a s se m b lie s )  sh a ll be  c o n s id e re d  
s e t t l e d  a n d  b in d in g , u n le s s  it  b e  p ro v e d  to  co n flic t w ith  th e  W o rd  of G od o r  w ith  
th e  a r t ic le s  o f th is  G e n e ra l  S y n o d "  i.e . w ith  th e  S y n o d  w h ic h  a d o p te d  th e  C h u rc h  
O rd e r ,  a n d  th u s  w ith  t h e  a r t ic le s  o f th is  O rd e r .
In  v iew  of th e  o b je c tio n s  m e n tio n e d  u n d e r  B 1, 2, 3 a n d  of th e  fa c t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  
in th e  p ro c e s s  o f r e v is in g  y o u r  F o rm  of G o v e rn m e n t  w e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  w ill b e  
so  k in d  a s  to  g iv e  s e r io u s  c o n s id e ra tio n  to  th e  a r g u m e n ts  a d v a n c e d  a g a in s t  
so m e  p ro v is io n s  o f th e  F o rm  of G o v e rn m e n t  a n d  th e  u n d e r ly in g  id ea . I f  y o u  
d e e m  it  p ro f i ta b le , w e  a r e  p r e p a re d  to  d isc u ss  th e m  w ith  y o u  in  o r d e r  t h a t  
m u tu a l  a g r e e m e n t  m a y  b e  re a c h e d  a n d  th e  C h u rc h e s  m a y  r e g u la te  t h e i r  
g o v e rn m e n t  in full a g r e e m e n t  w ith  th e  in s t ru c t io n  g iv e n  by th e  S c r ip tu r e s .

C . l .  S y n o d  in s t r u c te d  us to  a lso  m a k e  th e  b r o th e r ly  an d  u r g e n t  r e q u e s t  to  te r m in a te
y o u r  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  C h u rc h e s  t h a t  m a in ta in  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  (S y n o d ­
ical) ‘G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e r k e n ’ in th e  N e th e r la n d s  a s  w e ll a s  y o u r  m e m b e rs h ip  
in th e  R e fo rm e d  E c u m e n ic a l S y n o d . (D e c is io n  I , 2 .) S y n o d  d id  m e n tio n  y o u r  
s i s te r - r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  (S y n o d ica l) ‘G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e r k e n ' s in c e  sh e  w a s  
in fo rm e d  of y o u r  d e c is io n  to  b re a k  off th is  r e la tio n s h ip .
A s a  c o m m itte e  w e  re a liz e  t h a t  th e  r e q u e s t  w h ich  w e  m a k e  on b e h a lf  o f S y n o d  
m ay  s t r e n g th e n  y o u r  a p ip re h en s io n  of a lo rd in g  it  o v e r  o n e  a n o th e r  a s  C h u rc h e s . 
W e  can  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  n o t th e  le a s t  d e s ir e  to  do  so liv e s  in o u r  C h u rc h e s . T o  
e n te r  in to  a  c o r re s p o n d e n c e - re la t io n s h ip  m e a n s  h o w e v e r  to  a c c e p t  e ac h  o th e r  
a s  s is te r -c h u rc h e s .  W e  a r e  o f th e  o p in io n  t h a t  su ch  a r e la t io n s h ip  c a n n o t  fu n c tio n  
p ro p e r ly  if no a g r e e m e n t  e x is ts  a b o u t th e  fe llo w sh ip  w h ich  th e  C h u rc h e s  
e n te r ta in  w ith  o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n s . T h e  a p o s t le  P a u l in s t r u c t s  in R o m a n s  
16:17 “ to  ta k e  n o te  o f th e m  w h o  c r e a te  d is se n s io n  a n d  d if f ic u ltie s  in o p p o s itio n  
to  th e  d o c tr in e  w h ich  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  t a u g h t"  a n d  h e  e x h o r ts  “ to  av o id  t h e m ” . 
T h e  (sy n o d ic a l)  ‘G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n ' sh o w  m o re  a n d  m o re  th e  m a rk s  o f  th e  
fa lse  c h u rc h . C h u rc h e s  w h ich  n e v e r th e le s s  m a in ta in  a  s i s te r - r e la t io n s h ip  w h ich  
th e s e  c h u rc h e s ,  a c t  a g a in s t  th e  a p o s to lic  a d m o n it io n  a n d  e n d a n g e r  t h e i r  v e ry  
e x is te n c e  a s  t r u e  C h u rc h e s  o f th e  L o rd .

C .2 . A s  to  th e  R e fo rm e d  E c u m e n ic a l  S y n o d  w e  a r e  a w a re  t h a t  th e  d e c is io n s  ta k e n  b y  
th is  S y n o d  b e a r  t h e  c h a r a c te r  o f re c o m m e n d a tio n s  fo r  th e  m e m b e r-c h u rc h e s  a n d  
n e e d  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e s e  c h u rc h e s  to  m a k e  th e m  s e t t l e d  a n d  b in d in g  fo r  th e  
c h u rc h e s .
H o w e v e r  w e  a lso  k n o w  t h a t  m e m b e rs h ip  o f a  b o d y  w h ic h  c a lls  i t s e l f  S y n o d  a n d  
p r e s e n t s  i ts e l f  a s  R e fo rm e d -E c u m e n ic a l  im p lie s  a n  e n te r in g  in to  fe llo w sh ip  w ith  
th e  o th e r  m e m b e rs ,  a n  a c c e p ta n c e  o f th e s e  m e m b e rs  a s  o f R e fo rm e d -E c u m e n ic a l  
t r a d i t io n  a n d  a  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r th e  w a y  th is  S y n o d  c o n d u c ts  its e lf .  A s  to  th is  
c o n d u c t o n e  o f t h e  f i r s t  d e c is io n s  o f  th e  R e fo rm e d  E c u m e n ic a l  S y n o d  1946 w a s  
to  a t t a c h  i ts  a p p ro v a l  to  th e  s u p e r s c r ip tu r a l  d e c is io n s  o f t h e  S y n o d  S n e e k - 
U t r e c h t  1942 1944 o f t h e  ‘G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e r k e n ’.
C h u rc h e s  w h ic h  a r e  m e m b e rs  of t h e  W o r ld  C o u n c il of C h r is t ia n  C h u rc h e s  a r e  u p  
til l  now  a llo w e d  fu lle d g e d  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  R e fo rm e d  E c u m e n ic a l  S y n o d . D e s p i te  
all d e c is io n s  ta k e n  b y  th e  (S y n o d ic a l)  ‘G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e r k e n ’ t h e  R e fo rm e d  
E c u m e n ic a l  S y n o d  d id  n o t y e t  e x c lu d e  th e s e  c h u rc h e s  f ro m  i t s  m e m b e rs h ip .  W e  
a r e  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  th is  c o n d u c t is  n e i th e r  r e fo rm e d  n o r  e c u m e n ic a l  b u t  th e  
v e ry  o p p o s ite .
S o  i t  is  n o t fo r  o u r  s a k e  b u t  “fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  th e  h o u se  o f  t h e  L o rd , o u r  G o d ” 
P s a lm  122:9, t h a t  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t io n e d  r e q u e s t  a r e  m a d e .

D . A n o th e r  r e q u e s t  w h ic h  w e  m a k e  o n  b e h a lf  o f S y n o d  is t h a t  y o u  c o n s id e r  to  a d o p t 
t h e  r u le s  o f c o r re s p o n d e n c e  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  a s  y o u r  ru le s  
fo r  c o r re s p o n d e n c e .  (D e c is io n  I ,  3.)
T h e s e  ru le s ,  a d o p te d  b y  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  o f  H a m ilto n  1962 a re :
1. T o  t a k e  m u tu a l  h e e d  t h a t  t h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  C h u rc h e s  d o  n o t  d e v ia te  f ro m  th e  

R e fo rm e d  c o n fe ss io n  in  d o c tr in e ,  l i tu rg y ,  c h u rc h -p o lity  a n d  d isc ip lin e .
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2. T o  fo rw a rd  to  e ach  o th e r  t h e  a g e n d a  a n d  d e c is io n s  o f t h e  b r o a d e s t  a s s e m b lie s  
a n d  to  a d m it  e a c h  o th e r ’s d e le g a te s  to  th e s e  a s se m b lie s .

3. T o  k e e p  e ac h  o th e r  in fo rm e d  c o n c e rn in g  c h a n g e s  in  - o r  a d d it io n s  to  th e  
C o n fe ss io n , C h u rc h  O r d e r  a n d  L itu rg ic a l  F o rm s .
T h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  c h u rc h e s  a lso  p le d g e  to  e x p r e s s  th e m s e lv e s  o n  th e  
q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  su ch  c h a n g e s  o r a d d it io n s  a r e  c o n s id e re d  a c c e p ta b le .

4 . T o  a c c e p t  e ac h  o th e r 's  a t t e s t a t io n s  a n d  to  p e rm it  e ac h  o th e r 's  m in is te r s  to  
p r e a c h  th e  W o rd  a n d  to  a d m in is te r  th e  s a c ra m e n ts .

5. T o  g iv e  a c c o u n t to  e ac h  o th e r  r e g a r d in g  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th i r d  p a r t i e s .  
T h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u c h e s  h a v e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith :
T h e  F r e e  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  o f A u s tra l ia ,

T h e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  in N e d e r la n d ,
D ie  V ry e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e  in S u id  A frik a .

T h e  r e q u e s t  to  a d o p t  th e s e  ru le s  is n o t m a d e  b e c a u se  w e  a r e  o f th e  o p in io n  th a t  
th e y  a r e  b e y o n d  c r it ic ism . I t  is m a d e  b e c a u se  w e  fe e l t h a t  th e s e  ru le s  a r e  b a s ic a lly  in 
a g r e e m e n t  w ith  t h e  c o n d itio n s  w h ich  m a k e  fo r  a  b e n e f ic ia l r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  
s i s t e r  c h u rc h e s .

S u c h  a  r e la t io n s h ip  d e p e n d s  on  a  u n i ty  o f t h e  fa ith  w h ic h  n o w  e x is ts  b u t  w h ich  
a lso  sh o u ld  b e  m a in ta in e d  in  th e  f u tu r e  by  sh o w in g  m u tu a l  c a re  fo r  o n e  a n o th e r .  F o r  
th is  r e a s o n  r u le  1 w a s  a d o p te d .

S u c h  a  r e la t io n s h ip  m a k e s  i ts e l f  f e l t  in th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f o n e  a n o th e r  w h e n e v e r  
a n d  w h e r e v e r  fe llo w sh ip  m a y  b e  e n jo y e d . F o r  th is  r e a s o n  th e  r u le s  2 - 4 w e re  
a d o p te d .

S u c h  a  r e la t io n s h ip  re m a in s  good  a n d  so u n d , if  th e r e  is  fu ll u n d e r s ta n d in g  
c o n c e rn in g  th e  r e a s o n s  w h y  e ac h  C h u rc h  w a n ts  to  in c lu d e  th i r d  p a r t i e s  in to  i ts  
fe llo w sh ip . F o r  th is  r e a s o n  ru le  5 w a s  a d o p te d .

W e  s u b m it  th is  l e t t e r  to  y o u  in h u m ili ty  o n  a c c o u n t o f th e  in a d e q u a c y  of o u r  
fa ith  a n d  o u r  o b e d ie n c e , b u t  w e  do  so  to o  w ith  b o ld n e s s  b e c a u se  o f o u r  d e s i r e  to  be  
w h o lly  t r u e  to  t h e  L O R D  o u r  G od a n d  to  s e e k  th e  go o d  fo r th e  J e r u s a le m  o f G od.

A s  w e  a r e  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th is  is a lso  y o u r  d e s ir e  w e  do  n o t d o u b t  t h a t  y o u  a re  
p r e p a r e d  to  c o n s id e r  t h e  r e q u e s t s  w h ich  w e  h e r e b y  m a d e  on  b e h a lf  o f S y n o d  1971 
a n d  th e  p o in ts  w h ic h  th is  c o m m itte e  s u b m itte d  to  y o u .

W e  c o m m e n d  y o u  to  G od a n d  th e  W o rd  of H is  g ra c e  a n d  w e  p ra y  t h a t  H is  S p i r i t  
m a y  g u id e  y o u  in  y o u r  d e lib e ra t io n s  a n d  d e c is io n s .

W ith  b r o th e r ly  G re e t in g s ,  
Y o u rs  in  H is  s e rv ic e ,

J .  B O O T ,
P . K IN G M A ,
W . L O O P S T R A ,
L . S E L L E S ,
W . W IL D E B O E R ,

296 G a rd e n v ie w  D r., 
B U R L IN G T O N , O n t.
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