
APPENDIX IV
R E P O R T  O F  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  

a p p o in te d  by  S y n o d  N e w  W e s tm in s te r ,  1971 
fo r  C o n ta c t  w ith  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h

T o th e  G E N E R A L  S Y N O D  o f th e  
C A N A D IA N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H E S  C O N V E N E D  A T  T O R O N T O  

on N o v e m b e r  5, 1974.

E s te e m e d  B r e th r e n :
A . M E M B E R S H IP

Y o u r  p r e d e c e s s o r  a p p o in te d  th e  b r e th r e n  H . A A S M A N , P ro f .  D r .  J .  F A B E R , M. 
K A M P E N  an d  R e v . D . V A N D E R B O O M , M. T h . (c o n v en o r) .

(A c ts  S y n o d  1971, A r t .  96 su b . 18)

B. M A N D A T E
S y n o d  1971 c o n tin u e d  th e  C o m m itte e  fo r  C o n ta c t  w i th  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  

C h u rc h  w ith  th e  m a n d a te  “ to  d isc u ss  t h e  m a t t e r  of C h u rc h  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  
(S y n o d ica l) G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  in  N e d e r la n d  u n til  t h e  p o s it io n  o f t h e  C h r is t ia n  
R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  h a s  b e c o m e  c le a r  a n d  th e  m a n d a te  as f o rm u la te d  an d  g iv e n  b y  
S y n o d  E d m o n to n  1968, A c ts  A r t .  134 s u b  V III , h a s  b e e n  c o m p le te d ” A c ts  S y n o d  1971 
A r t .  94.

(F o r  m a n d a te  o f S y n o d  E d m o n to n  1968, A c ts  A r t .  134 su b  V III  s e e  A p p e n d ix  I)

C. M E E T IN G S
In  F e b r u a r y  1972 a  m e e t in g  w a s  h e ld  w h e re  th e  m a n d a te  w a s  d isc u sse d .
T o  fu lfill l a t t e r  p a r t  of th e  m a n d a te ,  n a m e ly  th e  r e f e r e n c e  o f A c ts  S y n o d  1968, 

A r t ic le  134, s u b  V II I  a n d  e sp e c ia lly  u n d e r  V III , 3 a n d  4 y o u r  c o m m itte e  c o n ta c te d  th e  
c o m m itte e  o f t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  an d  r e q u e s te d  th e m  to  p ro v id e  us w ith  
t h e  A c ts  o f  S y n o d  1971 of th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  a n d  th e i r  C o m m itte e  
R e p o r t  to  S y n o d  1972.

T h e s e  m a te r ia ls  w e re  re c e iv e d .
S in c e  th is  R e p o r t  m e n t io n e d  a  re c o m m e n d a tio n  to  t e r m in a te  t h e  C o m m it te e  fo r  

C o n ta c t  w i th  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  n o  m e e t in g s  w e r e  h e ld  fo r  t h e  t im e  
b e in g .

D . D E C IS IO N S
S y n o d  1972 o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  a d o p te d  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  o f 

i ts  C o m m it te e  fo r  C o n ta c t  w i th  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  a n d  d e c id e d ;
1. T h e  m a in  i te m  re m a in in g  on  th e  a g e n d a  is t h e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  

G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  (S y n o d ic a l) . O f p r im e  i n te r e s t  to  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  
C h u rc h e s  is  t h e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  w ill b r e a k  off 
t h a t  c o r re s p o n d e n c e .  O u r  d e n o m in a tio n ’s p r e s e n t  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  
G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  is th e  p ro v in c e  o f sy n o d  a n d  i ts  I n te r -C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  
C o m m itte e , a n d  th e  sp e c ia l c o m m itte e  fo r  c o n ta c t  w ith  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  
C h u rc h e s  is  n o t in v o lv e d  in  d e te rm in in g  t h a t  re la t io n s h ip .

2. S y n o d  a s s u r e  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  o f i ts  w il lin g n e s s  to  c o n tin u e  
d is c u s s io n s  w ith  th e m  in t h e  f u tu r e ,  w h e n e v e r  th e y  fe e l c o n d it io n s  w ill b e  co n 
d u c iv e  fo r  f ru i tf u l  e x c h a n g e .

F ro m  th is  d e c is io n  i t  co u ld  b e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  
h a d  e x p re s s e d  ‘u n w illin g n e s s  to  e n te r  in to  r e la te d  m a t t e r s ’. H o w e v e r ,  b y  te rm in  
a t in g  th is  c o m m itte e  th e  p o ss ib il ity  w a s  t a k e n  a w a y  to  a d d r e s s  o u r s e lv e s  in th e  
r e g u la r  w a y  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C o m m u n ity . W e  r e f e r  to  th e  fo llow ing  
h e a d in g : O b s e rv a tio n s .
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E . M A T E R IA L S  R E C E IV E D
a. A c ts  o f  S y n o d  1971 of t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h ;
b. R e p o r t  o f th e  C o m m itte e  fo r  C o n ta c t  w i th  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  a s  

s u b m it te d  to  t h e  S y n o d  o f th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  1972;
c. C o p ies  o f c o r re s p o n d e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  C o m m itte e  on  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  a n d  

th e  D e p u ta te n  v o o r  C o n ta c t  m e t  b u i te n la n d s e  K e rk e n  a p p o in te d  b y  o u r  S is te r -  
C h u rc h e s  in t h e  N e th e r la n d s .
P a r t s  o f  th is  c o r re s p o n d e n c e ,  a s  i t  r e la te s  to  th e  C a n a d ia n  s i tu a t io n  is  a d d e d  to  
th e  r e p o r t  a s  A p p e n d ix  II .

d. A f te r  h a v in g  e v a lu a te d  th is  c o r re s p o n d e n c e ,  w h ic h  th e  C o m m it te e  fo r  C o n ta c t  
w ith  C h u rc h e s  A b ro a d  fo rw a rd e d  to  u s , w e  h a v e  w r i t t e n  a  l e t t e r  to  th e  
C o m m itte e  fo r  I n t e r  C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  o f th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  w ith  
th e  r e q u e s t  to  c la r ify  t h e  m a t t e r  o f th e i r  m a n d a te .
A  co p y  of th is  l e t t e r  h a s  b e e n  fo rw a rd e d  to  t h e  C o m m it te e  fo r  C o n ta c t  w i th  th e  
C h u rc h e s  A b ro a d .

F . O B S E R V A T IO N S
a. Y o u r  c o m m itte e  w a s  n o t  o ffic ia lly  in fo rm e d  o f  t h e  d e c is io n  m a d e  b y  th e  S y n o d  

1972 o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  c o n c e rn in g  th e  te r m in a t io n  o f  i ts  
C o m m itte e  fo r  C o n ta c t  w ith  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s .
T h is  m a y  b e  d u e  to  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  C o m m itte e  a n y m o re  a f t e r  S y n o d  
1972.

b. Y o u r  c o m m itte e  h a s  b e e n  u n a b le  to  d is c h a rg e  th e  m a n d a te  o f  S y n o d  N e w  
W e s tm in s te r  1971 b e c a u se  t h e  C o m m itte e  fo r  C o n ta c t  w a s  te r m in a te d .

c. T h e r e  a r e  in d ic a tio n s  t h a t  n o  “ u n w illin g n e s s” is  in v o lv e d .
T h e  m a t t e r  o f c o r re s p o n d e n c e  a n d  r e la t io n s h ip s  to  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s  is  s t i l l  in 
s tu d y .  In  th e  A c ts  o f S y n o d s  o f th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  o f  1972 a n d  1973 
w e  fo u n d  d e c is io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  
C h u rc h  to w a rd  th e  ‘G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  in N e d e r la n d  (S y n o d ic a l) ’. W e  q u o te  
f ro m  th e s e  A c ts : A r t .  59 A c ts  1972:
“In  1970, t h e  In te r -C h u rc h  C o m m itte e  w a s  g iv e n  a  m a n d a te  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  
m a t t e r s  b e a r in g  u p o n  o u r  S i s te r  C h u rc h  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  
K e rk e n .  T h a t  m a n d a te  w a s  fu lfilled  in  p a r t ,  b u t  a t  t h e  S y n o d  of 1971, th e  
m a n d a te  w a s  in c re a s e d  a sk in g  fo r a n  " in q u iry  in to  a n d  e v a lu a t io n  o f r e c e n t  
th eo lo g ic a l t r e n d s  in  o u r  S is te r -C h u rc h  in th e  N e th e r la n d s ” a n d  “ to  a d v is e  th e  
n e x t  sy n o d  w h e th e r  o r  n o t su c h  t r e n d s  w a r r a n t  a  c h a n g e  in o u r  re la t io n s h ip  to  
th e s e  c h u rc h e s ” .”
T h e  S y n o d  of 1971 a d d e d  to  th e  m a n d a te  a lso  th e  fo llo w in g : " T h a t  sy n o d  
in s t r u c t  th e  C o m m itte e  o f I n te r -C h u rc h  R e la tio n s  to  in c lu d e  in  i ts  in q u iry  th e  
l e t t e r  r e c e iv e d  fro m  th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n ,  a n d  o ffic ia l p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  
a n d  d e c is io n s  of th e  s y n o d s  of th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e r k e n ”.
W e  f u r th e r  q u o te :  A r t .  45 A c ts  1973:
" G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  a n d  th e  P ro b le m  of S is te r -C h u rc h  R e la tio n s h ip .

1. T h e  S y n o d  of 1970 m a n d a te d  th e  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la tio n s  C o m m it te e  to  a d v is e  
S y n o d  w h e th e r  o u r  S is te r -C h u rc h  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  t h e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  
sh o u ld  b e  a l t e r e d  b e c a u se  of r e c e n t  t r e n d s  in t h a t  C h u rc h .
In  c o n s id e r in g  th is  q u e s t io n  o v e r  th e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  th e  c o m m itte e  fa c e d  th e  
m o re  fu n d a m e n ta l  q u e s t io n  o f th e  d e f in it io n  o f  a  S is te r -C h u rc h  re la t io n s h ip  in 
g e n e ra l ,  an d  w h e th e r  t h a t  r e la t io n s h ip  a s  d e f in e d  b y  t h e  S y n o d  o f  1944 can  be  
a p p lie d  to  a n y  c h u rc h  w ith  w h ic h  w e  a r e  in  c o r re s p o n d e n c e .  T h a t  r e la t io n s h ip  
w a s  d e f in e d  a s  a  u n i ty  w h ich , if  i t  w e r e  n o t  fo r  t h e  b a r r i e r s  o f g e o g ra p h y  o r 
la n g u a g e , w o u ld  r e s u l t  in u n io n . T h e  im p lic a tio n s  o f  th is  r e la t io n s h ip  h a v e  n o t 
b e e n  fu lly  a c c e p te d  b y  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  in  th e  y e a r s  s in c e  th e  
a d o p tio n  o f  th is  d e f in it io n , a s  is  a p p a r e n t  b y  o u r  r e q u ir in g  a c o llo q u iu m  d o c tu m  
fo r m in is te r s  co m in g  fro m  th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n .  F o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,
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th e r e f o r e ,  w e  h a v e  h a d  a n  o ffic ia l p o s it io n  w h ic h  w e  w e r e  n o t  r e a d y  to  a p p ly  
fu lly  o r  to  r e je c t .
T h e  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  C o m m it te e  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t ,  g iv e n  o u r  p r e s e n t  
d e f in it io n , i t  is  l ik e ly  t h a t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  i n te g r i ty  w ill c o m p e l u s  to  d is c o n tin u e  
o u r  S is te r -C h u rc h  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  t h e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e r k e n .  Y o u r  a d v is o ry  
c o m m itte e  c o n c u rs  in  th is .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e , h o w e v e r , w e  b e lie v e  i t  is  b o th  
im p o r ta n t  an d  n e c e s s a ry  to  m a in ta in  f ru i tf u l  c o n ta c t  a n d  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  
t h e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n .

2. W e, th e r e fo re ,  r e c o m m e n d
a. T h a t  sy n o d  m a n d a te  t h e  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  C o m m it te e  to  s tu d y  A r t ic le s  

8 a n d  59 of t h e  C h u rc h  O rd e r  to  d e te r m in e  th e  v a lid i ty  o f t h e  r e f e r e n c e  to  
“ S is te r -C h u rc h e s ” a n d  “ o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n s  w ith  w h ic h  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e 
fo rm e d  C h u rc h  m a in ta in s  fu ll e c c le s ia s t ic a l  fe llo w sh ip " .

b. T h a t  sy n o d  m a n d a te  t h e  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  C o m m it te e  to  s tu d y  o u r  
s y s te m  o f c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  o th e r  C h u rc h e s  (cf. C h u rc h  O r d e r  A r t .  49) 
w ith  a  v iew  to  su c h  re d e f in it io n  o f th e  p ro c e s s  o f  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  a s  w ill 
p ro m o te  m o s t  fu lly  t h e  fe llo w sh ip  o f th e  t r u e  c h u rc h  of J e s u s  C h r is t  a n d  w ill 
w o rk  m o s t  e f fe c tiv e ly  t o  m a in ta in  a n d  t o  r e s t o r e  th e  t r u e  u n i ty  o f  th e  
c h u rc h e s .

c. T h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f t h e s e  s tu d ie s  b e  r e p o r te d  to  sy n o d  in  a  d e f in ite  r e p o r t  no 
l a t e r  th a n  1975.

d. T h a t ,  u n til  th e s e  s tu d ie s  a r e  c o m p le te d , w e  c o n tin u e  to  e x e rc is e  o u r  S is te r -  
C h u rc h  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  by  m e a n s  o f  a p p r o p r ia te  
a d m o n it io n s  a n d  o th e r  r e p re s e n ta t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  a b o v e  
s tu d ie s  a n d  th e  r e a s o n s  fo r  u n d e r ta k in g  th e m .” (e n d  o f  q u o te )

d. T h e  d e c is io n  of S y n o d  1972 of th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h , a s  q u o te d  fro m  
th e  A c ts ,  (se e  u n d e r  D ) d o e s  n o t m e n tio n  th e  c o m m itte e  on  In te r -C h u rc h  
r e la t io n s  a s  s u g g e s te d  in  t h e  N e th e r la n d s  (se e  u n d e r  E , A p p e n d ix  II) .

G . C O N S ID E R A T IO N S

a. t h e  m a t t e r  o f c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  w a s  o r ig in a te d  by 
th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s ,

b . t h e  p o s s ib il it ie s  to  c o n tin u e  c o n ta c t  a r e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t  w h e n  th e  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  
a s  to  t h e  m a n d a te  o f t h e  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  C o m m it te e  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  
R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  is  r e s o lv e d ,

c. S y n o d  1973 h a s  e x p r e s s e d  i ts e l f  t h a t  a  re d e f in it io n  o f t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  c o r r e 
s p o n d e n c e  m u s t  b e  r e a c h e d  b e fo re  1975.

d . th e  fa c t  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  t im e  p e r io d  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e tw e e n  S y n o d s  o f  o u r  
C h u rc h e s  a n d  o n e  y e a r  b e tw e e n  S y n o d s  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h , a n d  
t h e  p o s s ib i l ity  o f  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p m e n ts  w ith in  t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  
m a k e  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  C o n ta c t  C o m m it te e  d e s ira b le .

H . R E C O M M E N D A T IO N

O n t h e  b a s is  o f  t h e  fo re g o in g  o b s e rv a t io n s  a n d  c o n s id e ra t io n s  o u r  r e c o m m e n 
d a tio n  to  S y n o d  is:

T h a t  S y n o d  T o ro n to  1974 c o n tin u e  t h e  C o m m it te e  on  C o n ta c t  w i th  t h e  C h r is t ia n  
R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  w ith  th e  m a n d a te :
a . to  b e  d i l ig e n t  in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f t h e  p o s it io n  o f t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  

to w a r d  th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e r k e n  in  N e d e r la n d  (S y n o d ic a l) .
b . to  b e  d i lig e n t  in  m a t t e r s  o f n e w  o ffic ia l d e v e lo p m e n ts  w ith in  th e  C h r is t ia n  

R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h .
c. to  r e m a in  a s  a d d r e s s  fo r  c o n ta c t  w ith  t h e  S y n o d s  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  

C h u rc h .

94



T h is  r e p o r t  is  r e s p e c tfu lly  s u b m it te d  a n d  a d d r e s s e d  to  S y n o d  T o ro n to , 1974 a n d  
fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  C h u rc h e s  fo r  t h e i r  c o n s id e ra tio n .

A P P E N D IX  I

W ith  b r o th e r ly  g r e e t in g s ,
H . A A S M A N  
J .  F A B E R
M . K A M P E N , s e c r e t a r y
D . V A N D E R B O O M , c o n v e n o r .

S y n o d  a d o p t  t h e  fo llow ing :
M a n d a te  fo r  D e p u t ie s  to  b e  a p p o in te d  b y  S y n o d  1968 to  c o n tin u e  th e  c o n ta c t  

w ith  t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h .
1. D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  re -o p e n  th e  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  C o n ta c t  C o m m it te e  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  

R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  a n d  in fo rm  th e m  of th e  d e c is io n s  o f th is  S y n o d , s u b m it t in g  to  
th e m  th e  a d v is o ry  r e p o r t  t h a t  led  to  t h e s e  d e c is io n s .

2. D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  th e  c o n ta c t  on  th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  
C h u rc h e s  s t a r t e d  w ith  t h e  “A p p e a l  1962", in  w h ic h  th e  r e a s o n s  fo r  o u r  s e p a r a te  
e x is te n c e  w e re  g iv e n  a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  w a s  e a r n e s t ly  w a rn e d  
n o t  to  p ro c e e d  w ith  th e  c o u rse  o f re c o g n iz in g  th e  S y n o d ic a l “G e re fo rm e e rd e  
K e r k e n ” a s  fa ith fu l  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s .

3. T h e y  sh a ll th e n  in fo rm  th e  C o n ta c t  C o m m itte e  t h a t  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  
C h u rc h e s  c an  c o n tin u e  th e  c o n ta c t  o n ly  w h e n  th is  m a t t e r  o f c o r re s p o n d e n c e  
(w ith  r e la te d  m a t te r s )  is  p u t  in th e  c e n t r e  o f t h e  d e lib e ra t io n s .  T h e y  sh a ll, 
th e r e f o r e ,  in s is t  t h a t  a  c le a r  a n s w e r  b e  g iv e n  b y  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  
C h u rc h  to  th e  t h r e e  q u e s t io n s  fo rm u la te d  b y  th e  p re v io u s  D e p u t ie s  (se e  th e i r  
r e p o r t ,  p. 13); e v e n  m o re  so  b e c a u s e  t h e  C o n ta c t  C o m m it te e  h a s  n e v e r  b r o u g h t  
t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  b e fo re  th e i r  S y n o d  n o r  a n s w e re d  th e m  th e m s e lv e s .

4. D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  th e n  w a i t  til l  t h e  n e x t  S y n o d  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  
h a s  e x p re s s e d  i ts  w illin g n e ss  to  e n te r  in to  th e  d isc u ss io n  on  th is  m a in  o b s ta c le . 
I f  t h e  c o n t r a r y  sh o u ld  h a p p e n , D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  d is c o n tin u e  th e  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  
C o n ta c t  C o m m itte e .
D e p u t ie s  sh a ll t h e n  s e n d  a n  u r g e n t ,  C h r is t ia n  a p p e a l  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  
c o m m u n ity  in  t h e  sa m e  v e in  a s  ( th e  f i r s t  p a r t  of) th e  “ A p p e a l  1962".

5. If, h o w e v e r , o u r  u r g e n t  r e q u e s t  is h e e d e d , D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  b e  d i lig e n t  in 
d is c u s s in g  a ll m a t t e r s  t h a t  a r e  fo u n d  to  b e  r e la te d  to  th is  m a in  o b s ta c le  to  th e  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  u n i ty  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  C h u rc h e s . D u e  a t t e n t io n  sh a ll be  g iv e n  
to  “ th e  p r in c ip le s  o f C h u rc h  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  a d o p te d  in 1944" (A c ts  C h r is t ia n  
R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h , 1947, A r t .  96, s u b  d), a n d  th e i r  im p le m e n ta t io n s ,  th e  
R e fo rm e d  C re e d s  b e in g  th e  S ta n d a r d s  fo r su c h  a d isc u ss io n .

6. D e p u t ie s  sh a ll k e e p  th e  C h u rc h e s  in fo rm e d  of th e  r e a c tio n s  r e c e iv e d  a n d  th e  
p r o g r e s s  a n d  r e s u l ts .

7 . D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  s c a n  th e  A c ts  o f  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  S y n o d s  o n  a n y  o ffic ial 
c h a n g e s  in th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h .

8. D e p u t ie s  sh a ll p r e p a r e  a  r e p o r t  o f all th e i r  a c tio n s , t o g e th e r  w ith  r e c o m m e n 
d a tio n s ,  fo r  t h e  n e x t  S y n o d . C o p ies o f th is  r e p o r t  sh a ll be  fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  
C h u rc h e s .

A P P E N D IX  II 
P a r t  o f  a  l e t t e r  fro m :
C O M M IT T E E  U N  IN T E R -C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S  o f t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d
C h u rc h
T o:

D e p u t ie s  o f t h e  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  in th e  N e th e r la n d s  fo r  C o rre s p o n d e n c e ,  
C h u rc h e s  A b ro a d , c /o  R e v . P . V a n  G u rp , Sec .

“P r io r  to  J u n e  1972, th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  c a r r ie d  o u t  i ts  e c u m e n ic a l  
t a s k  th ro u g h  i ts  C o m m itte e  o n  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  a n d  th ro u g h  sp e c ia l c o n ta c t  
c o m m itte e s  fo r sp e c if ic  c h u rc h e s . O ne of th e s e  c o m m itte e s  w a s  lo c a te d  in  C a n a d a  fo r
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c o n ta c t  w i th  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s . T h e s e  c o m m itte e s  w o rk e d  in d e p e n 
d e n tly  o f  e ac h  o th e r .  O u r  c o m m itte e  d id  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  th e  C o m m it te e  fo r  C o n ta c t  
w ith  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  w o u ld  re c o m m e n d  to  t h e  J u n e  sy n o d  in 1972. 
T h e  S y n o d  d id  d e c id e  to  t e r m in a t e  t h e  sp e c ia l  c o m m itte e  a n d  I e n c lo se  a  co p y  o f th e  
c o m m itte e  r e p o r t  a n d  in d ic a te  th e  a c tio n  sy n o d  to o k .

W ith  th is  a c tio n  sy n o d  p la c e d  th e  w h o le  m a t t e r  o f  o u r  r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  
C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  a n d  to  y o u r  c h u rc h e s  in to  th e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  C o m m itte e  
on  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la tio n s . T h e  o n e  u n re s o lv e d  p ro b le m  fo r b o th  y o u r  c h u rc h e s  a n d  
th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  is  th e  s i s t e r  c h u rc h  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  
C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  a n d  th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  (sy n o d ic a l) .

I t  is  k n o w n  to  y o u  t h a t  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  w h e th e r  th is  s i s t e r c h u r h  re la t io n s h ip  
sh a ll  b e  m a in ta in e d  o r  n o t  is  p r e s e n t ly  b e in g  c o n s id e re d  b y  o u r  c o m m itte e  a n d  b y  o u r  
sy n o d . W e  h a v e  t h e  m a t t e r  u n d e r  s tu d y  fo r t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  A t  th is  w r i t in g  o u r  
re c o m m e n d a tio n  is n o t d ra w n  u p . T h a t  so m e  c h a n g e s  w ill b e  r e c o m m e n d e d  is lik e ly ; 
t h a t  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  w ill b e  fu lly  s e v e re d  is v e ry  u n lik e ly . I t  is  th e  c o n c e rn  o f o u r  
c o m m itte e  to  m a in ta in  e v e ry  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  o th e r  c h u rc h e s  t h a t  is  le g i t im a te  a n d  
t h a t  w e  c a n  h o ld  w ith  i n te g r i ty  o v e r  a g a in s t  o u r  c o n fe ss io n a l s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  
“c lo s e n e s s” w ith  w h ic h  w e  r e la te  to  e a c h  c h u rc h  is th e  m a t t e r  w h ic h  is a lw a y s  u n d e r  
c o n s id e ra tio n .  T h e r e f o r e  w e  h a v e  no  p ro b le m  w ith  m a in ta in in g  f r a t e r n a l  r e la t io n 
sh ip s  w ith  c h u rc h e s  w ith  w h ic h  w e  a r e  n o t a b le  to  h a v e  a  fu ll s i s te r -c h u rc h  
r e la t io n s h ip .”

A P P E N D IX  I I I  
R e p o r t  to  th e  S y n o d  of 1972 

Committee for Contact with the Canadian Reformed Churches
E s te e m e d  B ro th e r s ,

T h e  r e p o r t  o f  th is  c o m m itte e  w ill b e  b r ie f . T h e  re a s o n  is t h a t  w e  h a v e  l i t t le  to  
r e p o r t  on . T h e  l a s t  m e e t in g  w ith  th e  d e p u t ie s  o f th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  
to o k  p la c e  on  A p r i l  12, 1970. T h u s  w e  h a v e  h a d  no  m e e t in g s  to  r e p o r t  on fo r  th e  
sy n o d s  o f 1971 a n d  1972. T h e  p r im e  re a s o n ,  a s  w e se e  it, lie s  in th e  p e c u l ia r  s t a g e  o f 
o u r  d isc u ss io n s .

T h e  m a in  i te m  fo r  d is c u s s io n  le f t  on th e  a g e n d a  is th e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w h ic h  th e  
C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  c a r r ie s  on  w ith  th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  (S y n o d ic a l). 
T h e  d e p u t ie s  fo r th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  h a v e  in u n a m b ig u o u s  te r m s  
e x p r e s s e d  th e i r  d e e p  c o n c e rn  a b o u t  t h a t  s is te r - r e la t io n s h ip .  T h is  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  
h o w e v e r ,  is  n o t in th e  p ro v in c e  o f o u r  c o m m itte e  fo r  r e c o m m e n d a tio n  o r  a c tio n .

A s a  r e s u l t  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C o m m it te e  h a s  fe lt  t h a t  l i t t le  c an  be  
a c h ie v e d  by  f u r th e r  m e e t in g s  u n til  o u r  S y n o d  a n d  i t s  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la tio n s  
C o m m itte e  h a v e  co m e  to  a  d e f in i te  d e c is io n  o n  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  to  c h a n g e  th e  
s i s te r - r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  (S y n o d ic a l) . T o  q u o te  fro m  o n e  of 
t h e i r  c o m m u n ic a tio n s , “A s  f a r  a s  w e  c an  s e e ,  i t  ( a n o th e r  m e e tin g )  a ll d e p e n d s  on th e  
p ro g re s s  w h ic h  y o u r  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la tio n s  C o m m it te e  h a s  m a d e  a n d  o n  th e  d e c is io n  
w h ich  y o u r  S y n o d  1971 w ill m a k e  on  th e  m a t t e r  o f c o r re s p o n d e n c e  - H o w e v e r , if 
n o th in g  can  b e  r e p o r t e d  a b o u t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  C o m m itte e , 
w e  w o n d e r  w h e th e r  a m e e t in g  of o u r  tw o  c o m m itte e s  m a k e s  s e n s e  u n d e r  th e  g iv e n  
c ir c u m s ta n c e s ” ( L e t te r  d a te d  D ec . 1, 1970). A n d  in  re p ly  to  o u r  r e q u e s t  of M a rc h  20, 
1971, fo r  a n o th e r  m e e t in g  th e y  s t a te  th a t ,  w h ile  th e y  a r e  n o t u n w illin g  to  m e e t,  
“ th e r e  a r e  - a t  le a s t  to  o u r  k n o w le d g e  - no n e w  p o in ts  fo r  d isc u ss io n , a n d  a ll w e  c an  
d o  fo r th e  m o m e n t is, w a i t  fo r o u r  s y n o d s  a n d  th e i r  d e c is io n s” ( L e t t e r  d a te d  A p r il  21, 
1971, e m p h a s is  th e ir s ) .

W e  r e g r e t  th a t ,  no d o u b t  m a in ly  fo r  th e  a b o v e  m e n t io n e d  re a s o n ,  w e  h a v e  n o t 
b e e n  a b le  to  m e e t  w ith  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C o m m itte e  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  tw o  y e a r s ,  
a n d  t h a t  no  f u r th e r  p r o g r e s s  c an  b e  r e p o r te d .  H a v in g  a n a ly z e d  th e  p r e s e n t  s ta g e  of 
th e  d isc u ss io n , w e  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  o u r  c o m m itte e  sh o u ld  b e  d is c o n tin u e d .  W e  fee l, 
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  b e  d o n e  in  su c h  a  w a y  th a t  S y n o d  th e r e b y  k e e p s  th e  d o o r 
o p e n  fo r f u r th e r  d isc u ss io n .
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Accordingly we recommend:

1. That Synod discontinue the Committee for Contact with the Canadian Reformed 
Churches.
Ground: The main item remaining on our agenda is the correspondence with the 
Gereformeerde Kerken (Synodical). Of prime interest to the Canadian Reformed 
Churches is the question whether the Christian Reformed Church will break off 
that correspondence. Our denomination’s present relationship with the Gere 
formeerde Kerken is the province of Synod and its Sister-Church Relations 
Committee, and our committee is not involved in determining that relationship.

2. That, in the event that one of our future synods changes the present 
relationship with the Gereformeerde Kerken, Synod officially advise the 
Canadian Reformed Churches of such action and extend an invitation to them to 
initiate further discussion on this matter.

Respectfully submitted
P.M. JONKER, chairman 
D. FARENHORST 
G.J. HOYTEMA
J.B. VOS, reporter

APPENDIX IV
C O M M IT T E E  F O R  C O N T A C T  W IT H  T H E  CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

T o:
D e le g a te s  to  S y n o d  Toronto 1974 Consistories of the Canadian and American 
R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s

E s te e m e d  B ro th e r s :
After o u r  R e p o r t  to Synod was finalized and sent to the Churches we received 

the fo llo w in g  c o m m u n ic a tio n  from the Committee on Inter-Church Relations of the 
Christian Reformed Church. W e e n c lo se  a  co p y  of this letter with the report for your 
information.

On behalf of the Committee, 
M. KAMPEN, secretary

COPY:
D e a r  B ro th e r :

Y o u r l e t t e r  o f May 10 w a s  r e c e iv e d  to o  la te  fo r  o u r  M a y  m e e t in g  so it was read 
in  o u r  m e e t in g  o f J u ly  2, 1974. W e  d id  n o t  m e e t  in  J u n e  w h ic h  w a s  th e  m o n th  of our 
S y n o d .

W e a r e  h a p p y  to  h e a r  f ro m  y o u  a n d  s o m e w h a t  e m b a r r a s s e d  t h a t  o u r  c o m m u n i
c a tio n s  w ith  y o u  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  b e t t e r .  W e  h a d  a s s u m e d  t h a t  w h e n  th e  d e c is io n  o f 
sy n o d  w a s  m a d e  d is c h a rg in g  th e  c o m m itte e  o f t h e  C R C  fo r  c o n ta c t  w ith  y o u r  
c o m m itte e , th e  d e c is io n  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m u n ic a te d  b y  th e  c o m m itte e  a s  i ts  la s t  
i te m  of b u s in e s s . T h is  a p p a r e n t ly  w a s  n o t th e  c a se . F o r  th is  w e  a r e  s o r ry .

In  th e  m e a n t im e , w e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n tin u in g  o u r  c o n ta c t  w ith  y o u r  “m o th e r ” 
c h u rc h  in  th e  N e th e r la n d s  w ith  th e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e r e  w ill b e  a  c o n c e p tu a l  b r e a k  
th ro u g h  t h a t  w ill i s su e  fo r th  in  so m e  p o s i t iv e  d isc u ss io n s . A t  th e  s a m e  t im e  w e  h a v e  
b e e n  fo rm u la t in g  a  n e w  p o licy  fo r  in te r - c h u rc h  r e la t io n s  w h ic h  w a s  a d o p te d  a t  o u r  
r e c e n t  sy n o d . A s a  r e s u l t  o f  th is  w e  no  lo n g e r  h a v e  a n y  s i s te r - c h u rc h e s ,  h a v in g  
c r e a te d  a  n e w  c a te g o ry  o f  “C h u rc h e s  in  E c c le s ia s t ic a l  F e llo w sh ip " . T h is  is  n o t  th e  
o ccasio n  fo r  u s  to  e x p la in  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  th is  n e w  re la t io n s h ip ;  w e  a r e  a d d r e s s in g  
o u r s e lv e s  to  t h a t  m a t t e r  e a r ly  in  t h e  co m in g  se a so n  of m e e t in g s  a n d  w ill in fo rm  y o u  
a n d  a ll o th e r  c o n c e rn e d  c h u rc h e s  a s  to  w h a t  is  in v o lv e d .

In  t h e  m e a n t im e  y o u  m a y  r e s t  a s s u r e d  t h a t  m a t t e r s  in v o lv in g  o u r  r e la t io n s h ip  
w ith  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  is  in t h e  h a n d s  o f th is  c o m m itte e  e v e n  th o u g h
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t h a t  is  n o t to o  c le a r ly  e x p re s s e d  in t h e  A c ts  of 1972. A ll m a t t e r s  o f  in te r -c h u rc h  
r e la t io n s  a r e  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f th is  c o m m itte e .

1 can  a lso  a s s u r e  y o u  th a t  w e  w ill b e  d is c u s s in g  so m e  p o s i t iv e  a c tio n  o v e ra g a in s t  
y o u r  c h u rc h e s  in th e  n e a r  f u tu r e .  In  th e  m e a n tim e  w e  w o u ld  be  h a p p y  to  re c e iv e  a 
copy  of t h e  A c ts  o f y o u r  sy n o d .

W ith  f r a te r n a l  g re e t in g s ,
w .s . T Y M E N  E . H O F M A N , S e c r e ta r y

A D D IT IO N A L  R E P O R T  of th e
C O M M IT T E E  F O R  C O N T A C T  W IT H  T H E  C H R IS T IA N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H  

a p p o in te d  by  S y n o d  N e w  W e s tm in s te r  1971.

E s te e m e d  B re th r e n :
A f te r  t h e  R e p o r t  o f y o u r  c o m m itte e  w a s  fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  C h u rc h e s  a n d  to  th e  

d e le g a te s  to  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  T o ro n to  so m e  a d d it io n a l  in fo rm a tio n  w a s  r e c e iv e d  a n d  
a c q u ire d  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  m a n d a te  g iv e n  by  p re v io u s  S y n o d s . T h is  in fo rm a tio n  
m a d e  it  m a n d a to ry  to  p r e p a r e  a n d  s u b m it  a n  a d d it io n a l  r e p o r t ,  W e  r e q u e s t  to  
re c e iv e  it a s  su ch  a n d  to  d e a l w ith  i t  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  r e p o r t .

A d d it io n  u n d e r  E . M A T E R IA L S  R E C E IV E D  (p. 2 r e p o r t )
e . v ia  th e  C o m m itte e  fo r C o rre s p o n d e n c e  w ith  C h u rc h e s  A b ro a d  w e  re c e iv e d  a 

co p y  of p a r t  o f  a  l e t t e r  s e n t  by  th e  D e p u t ie s  fo r C o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  F o re ig n  
C h u rc h e s  of th e  G e re fo rm e e rd e  K e rk e n  in N e d e r la n d ,

f. v ia  th e  sa m e  c o m m itte e :  A  S u m m a ry  of th e  D isc u ss io n  b e tw e e n  th e  R e v . p ro f.
J .H .  S T E K , r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  of th e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  (C R C ) a n d  th e  
D e p u t ie s  of th e  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  in th e  N e th e r la n d s ,  h e ld  a t  A m e rs fo o r t  
M a rc h  30, 1974,

g. w e  a v a ile d  o u rs e lv e s  of a  co p y  of th e  A c ts  of t h e  S y n o d  of t h e  C R C , 1974. 

A d d it io n  u n d e r  F . O B S E R V A T IO N S  (p. 2 a n d  3 r e p o r t )
e . t h e  p o s s ib il ity  to  c o n tin u e  c o n ta c t  se e m s  to  be  s till  p r e s e n t ,  s in c e  th e  C o m m itte e  

fo r  In te r -C h u rc h  R e la t io n s  (C IC R ) h a s  b e e n  a s s ig n e d  th e  t a s k  of o th e r  
c o m m itte e s  fo r  sp ec ific  c o n ta c t ,

f. f ro m  th e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  D e p u t ie s  o f th e  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  in th e  
N e th e r la n d s  a n d  th e  C IC R  i t  a p p e a r s  - s e e  a lso  A p p e n d ix  I I  - t h a t  th e  
“s is te r -c h u rc h  re la t io n s h ip ” b e tw e e n  th e  C R C  a n d  th e  G K N  (sy n .)  w a s , u p  till 
S y n o d  1974 of th e  C R C , a n  u n re s o lv e d  p ro b le m ,

g. th e  d isc u ss io n  b e tw e e n  p ro f . S te k  a n d  th e  b r o th e r s  in  t h e  N e th e r la n d s  sh o w s 
t h a t  t h e  “C R C  m e a n t  to  r e d e f in e  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  C h u rc h e s  a s  
m e n tio n e d  in o u r  o r ig in a l  r e p o r t ” , (se e  u n d e r  F .c .) , W e  q u o te :  “ . . . on  th e  b a s is  
o f  th e  now  e x is t in g  ru le s  th e  S y n o d  o f th e  C R C  w o u ld  h a v e  to  c u t  o ff a ll 
r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  G K N  c o m p le te ly . S o  in o r d e r  to  h a v e  a  p o s s ib i l ity  to  sp e a k  
w ith  th e  G K N  th is  n e w  p ro p o sa l  w a s  b o rn .” ,

h . In  J u n e  1974 th e  S y n o d  of th e  C R C  d e c id e d  on  th e  m a t t e r  o f “re d e f in it io n  o f th e  
p ro c e s s  o f  c o r re s p o n d e n c e ” (A c ts  S y n o d  1974 C R C , A r t .  62).

A d d it io n  u n d e r  G. C O N S ID E R A T IO N S  (p p . 3 /4  r e p o r t )
b. th e  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  a s  to  th e  m a n d a te  o f t h e  C IC R  is  r e s o lv e d ;  th is  c o m m itte e  

s e e m s  to  be  th e  a d d r e s s  b y  w h ich  th e  C R C  c an  b e  a p p ro a c h e d ,
c. S y n o d  1974 of t h e  C R C  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  i ts e l f  on  th e  re d e f in it io n  o f t h e  p ro c e s s  of 

c o r re s p o n d e n c e ,
th is  m e a n s  t h a t  th is  C h u rc h  h a s  e s ta b l is h e d  o n e  r e la t io n s h ip ,  to  b e  d e s ig n a te d :  
“e c c le s ia s t ic a l  fe llo w sh ip " , in  w h ich  fe llo w sh ip  s ix  ru le s  a p p ly . W e  c o n s id e r  th is  
to  b e  a  fin a l d e c is io n , e sp e c ia lly  a s  fa r  a s  th e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  C R C  a n d  
th e  G K N  (sy n .) is  c o n c e rn e d . W e  r e f e r  to  th e  a d o p te d  R e c o m m e n d a tio n  C. 7 
(A c ts  S y n o d  C R C , A r t .  62): “ W ith  r e g a r d  to  t h e  G K N  S y n o d  e n c o u ra g e s  th e  

IC R C  to  p u r s u e  a p p r o p r ia te  a v e n u e s  o f in c re a s e d  c o n ta c t" .
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