
APPENDIX VII
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

T o th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1974 - T o ro n to , O n ta r io  J u ly  24 , 1974

D e a r  B re th r e n ,
T h e  B o a rd  o f G o v e rn o rs  o f  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l C o lle g e  s u b m it  to  y o u  th e  fo llo w in g  

r e p o r t .

M E E T IN G S
S in c e  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1971, th e  B o a rd  h e ld  t h r e e  m e e t in g s :  on  O c to b e r  22, 

1971, S e p te m b e r  14, 1972, a n d  S e p te m b e r  12, 13, a n d  14, 1973. T w o  t im e s  t h e  B o a rd  
o f G o v e rn o rs  a n d  th e  B o a rd  of T r u s t e e s  m e t  in a  c o m b in e d  m e e t in g ,  n a m e ly  on 
O c to b e r  23, 1971, a n d  on  S e p te m b e r  14, 1973. I t  is  th e  B o a rd ’s in te n t io n  to  h a v e  
a n o th e r  m e e t in g  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  S y n o d  1974 b e g in s .

A t  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  a f te r  S y n o d  1971, th e  R e v , W . L o o p s t r a  r e s ig n e d  a s  
P r e s id e n t  a n d  th e  R e v . D . V a n d e rB o o m  a s  S e c r e ta r y .  A n  e le c tio n  r e s u l te d  in  R e v . D . 
V a n d e rB o o m  b e c o m in g  P r e s id e n t ,  R e v . W .W .J . V a n O e n e  b e c o m in g  S e c r e ta r y ,  a n d  
R e v . J .  M u ld e r  b e c o m in g  V ic e -P re s id e n t.  E le c t io n s  a t  s u b s e q u e n t  m e e t in g s  h a d  th e  
s a m e  o u tc o m e  so  t h a t  th e  s a m e  p e r s o n s  s t i l l  s e rv e  in th e  s a m e  c a p a c ity .

T h e  jo in t  m e e t in g s  w ith  t h e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s te e s  r e g a r d e d  m a in ly  t h e  fin a n c ia l 
a s p e c ts  o f t h e  o p e ra t io n  o f th e  C o lleg e  a n d  th e  r e v is io n  o f t h e  C o n s t i tu t iv e  
D o c u m e n ts ;  a  d r a f t  o f  th e  R e v is e d  C o n s t i tu t iv e  D o c u m e n ts  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s e n t  to  
S y n o d .

M E M B E R S H IP
T h e  B o a rd  re c a ll  w ith  g r a t i tu d e  th e  d e d ic a tio n  o f th e  la te  R e v . H .A . S te l.  H is  

fa ilin g  h e a l th  d id  n o t p r e v e n t  h im  fro m  sh o w in g  a  liv e ly  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  m a t t e r s  
c o n c e rn in g  o u r  C o lleg e  to  th e  v e ry  la s t .  A t  h is  fu n e ra l ,  t h e  B o a rd  w e re  r e p r e s e n te d  
b y  th e  V ic e -p re s id e n t a n d  th e  S e c r e ta r y .  T h e  P r e s id e n t  w a s  sc h e d u le d  to  a r r iv e  in  
t im e  fo r  th e  fu n e ra l ,  b u t  w h e n , d u e  to  d e la y s  c a u s e d  b y  th e  C h r is tm a s  ru s h  a n d  th e  
M o n tre a l  w e a th e r  c o n d itio n s , h is  p la n e  w a s  d e la y e d  fo r  s e v e ra l  h o u rs ,  h e  h a d  to  
c an c e l h is  r e s e rv a t io n .

In  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  d e c is io n  o f S y n o d  1971, th e  R e v . M . V a n d e rW e l  filled  th e  
v a ca n cy .

T h e  R e v . W . L o o p s t r a  le f t  fo r  a n  e x te n d e d  t r ip ,  a n d  so  d id  t h e  R e v . A .B . 
R o u k e m a , t h e  f i r s t  ch o ice  o f a l t e r n a te .  T h u s  th e  R e v . P .  K in g m a  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  
d e l ib e ra t io n s  a n d  d e c is io n s  fro m  S e p te m b e r  1973 til l  A p r il  1974, w h e n  th e  R e v . W . 
L o o p s tra  r e tu r n e d .

N o f u r th e r  c h a n g e s  h a v e  o c c u r re d  in th e  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  th e  B o a rd .

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S
T h e  B o a rd  e x p e c t  S y n o d  to  b e  in  th e  p o sse s s io n  of t h e  c o p ie s  o f d o c u m e n ts  

w h ic h  th e  B o a rd  o f T r u s te e s  h a v e  s e n t  in  c o m p lian c e  w ith  A r t ic le  X II , s u b  1, 1, o f th e  
C o n s ti tu t io n , a n d  th e r e f o r e  d e e m  th e m s e lv e s  f r e e  f ro m  th e  o b lig a tio n  to  q u o te  
e x te n s iv e ly  fro m  th o s e  d o c u m e n ts .

M uch  to  h is  r e g r e t  - a n d  no  le s s  to  t h a t  o f th e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s  a n d  of th e  
B o a rd  o f  G o v e rn o rs  - M r. A .H . O o s te rh o f f  w a s  c o m p e lle d , u p o n  th e  a d v ic e  o f  h is 
p h y s ic ia n , to  r e l in q u is h  h is  p o s t  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f th e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s te e s .  T h is  fu n c tio n  
w a s  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  M r. J .  M e d e m b lik .

T h is  is  th e  p r o p e r  p la c e  to  e x p r e s s  t h e  g r a t i t u d e  o f t h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e rn o rs  fo r 
all M r. O o s te rh o f f  h a s  d o n e  a s  S e c r e ta r y  o f th e  B o a rd  o f T r u s t e e s  a n d  fo r  h is  w o rk  in 
d r a f t in g  th e  re v is io n  o f th e  C o n s t i tu t iv e  D o c u m e n ts ,  s u b m it te d  to  S y n o d  fo r i ts  
a p p ro v a l .

In  th is  r e p o r t  to  S y n o d , th e  B o a rd  o f G o v e rn o rs  m a y  d ra w  th e  a t t e n t io n  
e sp e c ia lly  to  t h e  fo llo w in g  p a r t ic u la r s  fro m  th e  m in u te s  a n d  r e p o r t s  o f  th e  B o a rd  o f 
T r u s te e s .
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T h e  B o a rd  of T r u s te e s  m e t  on a r e g u la r  b a s is ,  a n d  it  is fo r  a v e ry  la rg e  e x te n t  
th ro u g h  th e  la b o u rs  a n d  a c t iv it ie s  o f th e  B o a rd  of T r u s te e s  t h a t  t h e  o p e ra t io n  of th e  
C o lleg e  w a s  r a th e r  sm o o th . T h e  B o a rd  o f T r u s te e s  e n d e a v o u re d  to  s a f e g u a rd  th e  
in te r e s t s  of th e  F a c u lty ,  th e  S tu d e n ts ,  a n d  th e  C h u rc h e s  a ll a t  th e  s a m e  tim e .

T h e  a c c u m u la te d  s u rp lu s  h e lp e d  k e e p  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n s  b y  th e  C h u rc h e s  d o w n , 
a t  le a s t  d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  1971 a n d  1972. F o r  th e  y e a r  1973 a n  in c re a s e  cou ld  n o t b e  
a v o id e d . By so m e , th e  a u th o r i ty  of th e  B o a rd  of G o v e rn o rs  a n d  of th e  B o a rd  o f 
T r u s te e s  to  in c re a s e  th e  a m o u n t  to  b e  c o n tr ib u te d ,  w a s  c h a lle n g e d . In  t h e  D ra f t  
C o n s t i tu t iv e  D o c u m e n ts  p ro v is io n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  fo r th is ,  so t h a t  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s  
a r e  a v o id e d . A n o th e r  d iff ic u lty  w a s  t h a t  th e  s a la r ie s  o f th e  F a c u lty  w e re  fix ed  b y  
S y n o d  a n d  th a t  no  p ro v is io n  e x is ts  fo r  a n  e v e n tu a l  in c re a s e  to  k e e p  a b r e a s t  o f th e  
c o s t of liv in g . A so lu tio n  w a s  fo u n d  in g r a n t in g  th e  P ro fe s s o r s  a n  e x t r a  a llo w a n ce  
o v e r  1974 of 15 %  of th e  b a s ic  s a la ry ;  th e s e  15 %  w e re  d e e m e d  r e a s o n a b le ,  s e e in g  
t h a t  th e  p ro fe s s o r s ' s a la r ie s  w e re  s till on th e  1971 lev e l. A  p ro p o sa l  r e g a r d in g  th e s e  
s a la r ie s  w ill be  fo u n d  be low .

T h e  B o a rd  w ish  to  u n d e r lin e  th e  fo llo w in g  r e m in d e r  by  th e  B o a rd  o f T ru s te e s :  
W e  th e r e f o r e  a g a in  re m in d  th e  C h u rc h e s  t h a t  th e  C o lle g e  c a n n o t fu n c tio n  
w ith o u t  a  r e g u la r  so u rc e  o f fu n d s  a n d  th is  r e q u i r e s  a t  l e a s t  a  q u a r te r ly  
r e m i t ta n c e  to  th e  T r e a s u r e r .

T h e  B o a rd  o f T r u s te e s  a lso  h a d  th e  d r iv e w a y  on  th e  p r o p e r ty  w id e n e d  an d  
p a v e d , b y  w h ic h  w id e n in g  a d d it io n a l  p a rk in g  sp a c e  h a s  b e e n  p ro v id e d .

S tu d e n t  a c c o m m o d a tio n  is s t i l l  p ro v id e d ; a sm a ll fe e  is c h a rg e d  fo r  th is ,  w h ich  is 
a p p lie d  a g a in s t  th e  c o s t of c le a n in g .

T h e  l ib r a r y  fa c ilit ie s  in th e  b a s e m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  e x p a n d e d  a n d  th e  v a lu a b le  
a s s is ta n c e  o f  M rs . J .  F a b e r  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  u n m e n tio n e d .

T h e  S a v in g s  A c tio n  o f th e  s i s t e r s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  C h u rc h e s  h a s  r e s u l te d  in  an  
in c re a s e  o f t h e  fu n d s  a v a ila b le  fo r th e  l ib r a ry  a n d  i ts  f u tu r e  a c c o m m o d a tio n . B e s id e s , 
th e  b u ild in g  i ts e l f  h a s  a c q u ire d  a " h o m e lie r” c h a r a c te r  b y  a d d it io n a l  c a r p e t in g  an d  
d r a p e s .  T h e  s i s t e r s  a lso  p r e s e n te d  th e  C o lleg e  w ith  v a r io u s  te a c h in g  a id s , a n d  th e i r  
w h o le  e n d e a v o u r  a lso  m e a n s  a  l ig h te n in g  of th e  b u r d e n s  c a r r ie d  by  t h e  B o a rd  o f 
T r u s te e s .

W ith  g r a t i tu d e  i t  m ay  b e  m e n tio n e d  t h a t  no d if f ic u ltie s  w h a t s o e v e r  h a v e  a r is e n  
b e tw e e n  th e  B o a rd  o f G o v e rn o rs  a n d  th e  B o a rd  o f T r u s te e s .  T h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e rn o rs  
w ish  to  e x p r e s s  th e i r  h e a r t f e l t  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  t h e  w o rk  d o n e  b y  th e  B o a rd  o f 
T r u s te e s ,  w i th o u t  w h o se  c o n s ta n t  e n d e a v o u r s  th e  d a ily  o p e ra t io n  o f th e  C o lle g e  
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  im p o ss ib le .

F A C U L T Y
A ll t h a t  h a s  b e e n  re m a rk e d  a b o v e  d o e s  n o t m e a n  th a t  th e  la b o u rs  o f  th e  F a c u lty  

a r e  m in im iz e d  o r  s l ig h te d .  O n th e  c o n tra ry :  th e  B o a rd  a r e  v e ry  g r a te f u l  to  t h e  L o rd  
a n d  K in g  o f  th e  C h u rc h  th a t  th e y  m ay  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  B o a rd  fo u n d  th e  F a c u lty  
fa ith fu l  in  a d h e r in g  to  th e  T r u th  of G od , r e v e a le d  in H is  W o rd  a n d  s u m m a r iz e d  in th e  
C o n fe ss io n s  o f th e  C h u rc h , in a ll t h e i r  te a c h in g . T h e  le c tu re s  w h ic h  so m e  B o ard - 
m e m b e rs  a t t e n d e d  g a v e  e v id e n c e  of th is . I t  is  d e p lo ra b le  t h a t  th e  m e m b e rs  of th e  
B o a rd  w h o  liv e  in W e s te rn  C a n a d a  a r e  u n a b le  to  v is i t  th e  l e c tu r e s ,  d u e  to  th e  c o s ts  
in v o lv e d .

T h e  R e v . P ro fe s s o r  D rs . H .M . O h m a n n , L ie ., w a s  in s ta l le d  o n  O c to b e r  22, 1971, 
on  w h ich  o c ca sio n  h e  d e liv e re d  an  in a u g u ra l  a d d r e s s  on  "B lood  V e n g e a n c e , C ity  o f 
R e fu g e , a n d  D e a th  of t h e  H ig h  P r ie s t " .  T h e  B o a rd  r e q u e s t  t h a t  S y n o d  g r a n t  
P ro fe s s o r  O h m a n n  p e rm a n e n t  te n u r e .

W ith  g r a t i t u d e  t h e  B o a rd  ta k e  n o te  o f  i t  t h a t  a ll t h r e e  P r o f e s s o r s  a n d  th e  
L e c tu r e r  th e  R e v . G. V a n D o o re n  w e re  e n a b le d  b y  th e  L o rd  o u r  G od  to  fu lfil th e  
d u t ie s  o f t h e i r  o ffice a t  o u r  C o lle g e  a lm o s t  u n in te r r u p te d ly .  A t th e  in s ta l la t io n  o f  
P ro fe s s o r  O h m a n n , th e  se c o n d  L e c tu r e r ,  th e  R ev . H . S c h o lte n , w a s  p r e v e n te d  by  
illn e ss  fro m  a t te n d in g .  I t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  fall o f 1972, t h a t  h e  c o u ld  r e s u m e  h is  
te a c h in g  a c t iv it ie s .  T h u s , th ro u g h  th e  g r a c e  o f  o u r  G od , th e  a c a d e m ic  y e a r  1972 1973
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was the first year in the history of our College that all members of the Faculty could 
give all their lectures, and each one in his own department only.

Dr. J. Faber was invited by the Westminster Theological Seminary to deliver a 
series of lectures on the documents of the Second Vatican Council. He accepted this 
invitation, and lectured in Philadelphia, Pa., in January of this year. The Board 
mention this event since it shows that the academic level of the instruction at our 
College is recognized also by other (long established) institutions for higher learning.

This academic level is the object of constant vigilance, not only of the Faculty, 
but also of the Board of Governors. The Board deemed the three years of theological 
training to be rather short, and therefore asked the Faculty whether they would 
consider the question of extending the time of study from three to four years. At 
present, the Faculty did not deem it necessary to do so. This matter will remain a 
point of study, since the Board are not convinced by the arguments which the 
Faculty adduced, namely, that students have already studied for three or four years 
at a liberal arts College when they begin their theological study; that the problem is 
“rather one of not sufficient time for study for the students than it is one of lack of 
time of teaching for the Faculty”; and that the time set aside for attending lectures 
at the College at Kampen, is also limited to three years.

Under this heading the Board also mention the “extra-curricular activities” 
taking place in our College. Faculty members also conducted a “Teachers' Course” 
which was well-attended. Upon a request from one of our Schoolboards, members of 
the Faculty, in cooperation with others, organized a Summer Course for Teachers.

CONSTITUTIVE DOCUMENTS
The Draft Constitutive Documents were prepared by Mr. A.H. Oosterhoff, LL. 

M., member of the Board of Trustees. Already at the joint meeting of October 23, 
1971, it was clear to both the Board of Governors and the Board of Trustees, that a 
revision of the above documents as they had been adopted by the General Synod of 
New Westminster 1971, was necessary. Registration as a Charitable Organization 
necessitated inclusion of the required provisions; experience in operating the College 
also revealed flaws in the 1971 documents or made it clear how improvement could 
be obtained. Synod itself can note the changes proposed. In some respects, they 
reflect the practical situation which has appeared to cause no undue difficulties.

MISCELLANEOUS
No Librarian has been found as yet. As mentioned above, Mrs. J. Faber 

provides most valuable assistance and dedicates many hours to this work. Both the 
Faculty and the Board of Governors remain diligent in this respect.

Upon the advice by the Faculty, the Board adopted the provision that persons 
over thirty years of age - who can be admitted to the Theological studies without 
being in possession of the degree of Bachelor of Arts or its equivalent - should at 
least have a diploma Highschool, academic course.

The General Membership Meeting of the Foundation for Superannuation 
approved the acceptance of the Board as a member of this Foundation. The effects of 
this membership are reflected in the financial statements.

As for the salaries of the Professors, the Board of Governors, in consultation 
with the Board of Trustees, did not dare to go any farther than granting the 
Professors a special allowance for the year 1974 of 15% of the basic salary. The 
Board, however, also decided to propose to Synod - as the Board hereby do propose - 
to increase the Professors' salaries by 25%, retroactive to January 1, 1974, and to 
declare the 15% special allowance granted by the Board of Governors in consultation 
with the Board of Trustees, to be part of this increase. The Board do not expect any 
future difficulties regarding these salaries if the Draft Constitutive Documents are 
adopted by Synod.

For their part, the Board participated in the Convocations and College Evenings 
which were held during the past three years. The attendance of Churchmembers at
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su c h  o c ca sio n s  a t t e s t s  to  th e  la rg e  p lace  o u r  C o lleg e  o c cu p ies  in th e  h e a r t s  o f th e  
m e m b e rs h ip .

C O N C L U S IO N
W h ile  b e in g  g r a te fu l  fo r th e  i n te r e s t  sh o w n  in  o u r  C o lleg e  a n d  i ts  a f fa ir s  by  th e  

C h u rc h e s  in g e n e ra l ,  th e  B o a rd  w ish  to  e ch o  so m e  r e m a r k s  m a d e  by  th e  P r in c ip a l  of 
th e  C o lle g e  in m o re  th a n  o n e  Y e a r ly  S ta te m e n t ;  n a m e ly , t h a t  th e  C h u rc h e s  sh a ll 
e x e r t  th e m s e lv e s  t h a t  th e r e  a r e  s tu d e n ts  o f th e o lo g y ; a n d  th a t  i t  is  d e s i r a b le  t h a t  th e  
C h u rc h e s  k e e p  th e  v a c a n c ie s  o p e n  fo r  y o u n g  m e n  fro m  th e i r  o w n  m id s t.

R e s p e c tfu lly  s u b m it te d  T h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e rn o rs  
W . L O O P S T R A  M . V A N B E V E R E N  M . V A N D E R W E L
J .  M U L D E R  D . V A N D E R B O O M  W .W .J . V A N O E N E

T o th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1974. N o v e m b e r  9, 1974
D e a r  B re th r e n ,

T h e  B o a rd  o f G o v e rn o rs  h a v e  th e  h o n o u r  of p r e s e n t in g  a n  a d d it io n a l  r e p o r t .  T h is  
h a s  b e co m e  n e c e s s a ry  a s  a r e s u l t  o f th e  m e e t in g  w h ich  th e  B o a rd  h e ld  p r io r  to  S y n o d  
a n d  of th e  m e e t in g s  w h ich  th e  B o a rd  h e ld  w ith  th e  B o a rd  o f T r u s te e s  a n d  w ith  th e  
F a c u lty .

D u r in g  th e  jo in t  m e e t in g  w ith  th e  B o a rd  o f T r u s te e s  a n d  th e  F a c u lty ,  th e  
q u e s t io n  o f p r o p e r ty  a n d  of c o n tin u e d  s u i ta b i l i ty  o f th e  p r e s e n t  C o lle g e  B u ild in g  w a s  
d is c u s se d . A s a  r e s u l t  o f th is  d isc u ss io n , th e  fo llo w in g  d e c is io n  w a s  m ad e :

T h e  B o a rd s  d e c la re  th e m s e lv e s  in fa v o u r  o f u s in g  th e  m o n e y s  r e s e r v e d  fro m  
t im e  to  t im e  fo r  p u rc h a s in g  p r o p e r ty  w ith  a  v ie w  to  p o ss ib le  fu tu r e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  of th e  C o lle g e  a n d  to  r e q u e s t  S y n o d  to  a u th o r iz e  t h e  tw o  B o a rd s  
to  do  so, if th e y  d e e m  th is  a d v is a b le .

F u r t h e r ,  th e  B o a rd s  c am e  to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  it  is  a d v is a b le  to  h ire  a fu ll-tim e  
A d m in is t r a to r  fo r  th e  C o lleg e . T h e  w o rk lo a d  of th e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s  a n d  e sp e c ia lly  
o f t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  th e  T r e a s u r e r ,  o f t h e  R e g is t r a r  of th e  C o lle g e , o f th e  S e c r e ta r y  
o f th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e rn o rs ,  a n d  th e  t im e  a n d  e f fo r t  r e q u i r e d  fo r th e  g e n e ra l  
a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  t h e  C o lle g e  p ro m p te d  su ch  c o n c lu sio n . T h e  B o a rd s  th e r e f o r e  
d e c id e d  to  a u th o r iz e  t h e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f su c h  an  A d m in is t r a to r .

T h e  B o a rd  a lso  d e c la re d  th e m s e lv e s  in  fa v o u r  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t o f  r a n k  an d  
r e m u n e r a t io n  a s  s e t  fo r th  in e n c lo se d  d o c u m e n t. S y n o d  is r e q u e s te d  to  n o te  t h a t  th is  
w ill n e c e s s i t a te  so m e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  s u b m it te d  d r a f t  C o n s t i tu t iv e  D o c u m e n ts .

T h e  y e a r ly  c o n tr ib u t io n  by  th e  C h u rc h e s  h a d  to  b e  f ix e d  a t  $22.00 p e r  
c o m m u n ic a n t m e m b e r  fo r  t h e  y e a r  1975.

In  th is  c o n n e c tio n  th e  B o a rd  a lso  w ish  to  in fo rm  S y n o d  t h a t  t h e  ta r d in e s s  o f  
C h u rc h e s  w a s  d is c u s se d . S o m e  C h u rc h e s  a r e  h a b itu a lly  in  a r r e a r s .  T h e  B o a rd s , in 
th e i r  jo in t  m e e t in g ,  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  C o lle g e  h a s  to  w o rk  on  m o n th ly  c o m m itm e n ts  
a n d  t h a t  th e r e f o r e  th e  C h u rc h e s  sh o u ld  p a y  m o n th ly , a n d  in advance; a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  
is  a n  u n fa irn e s s  in  i t  w h e n  so m e  C h u rc h e s  p a y  r e g u la r ly ,  a n d  th e  o th e r s  d o  n o t.

T h e  B o a rd s  w o u ld  a p p r e c ia te  i t  if S y n o d  c o u ld , in o n e  w a y  o r  a n o th e r ,  b r in g  th is  
to  t h e  a t t e n t io n  o f  a ll C h u rc h e s . C h u rc h e s , w h ic h  te a c h  th e  m e m b e rs  t h a t  th e  f re e w ill  
o f fe r in g s  sh o u ld  co m e  in r e g u la r ly ,  a n d  in  a d v a n c e , m a y  b e  e x p e c te d  to  p r a c t i s e  th is  
th e m s e lv e s  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  C o lleg e .

S in c e  t h e  B o a rd  a r e  s till  w o rk in g  u n d e r  t h e  o ld C o n s t i tu t io n ,  t h e  B o a rd  w ish  to  
in fo rm  S y n o d  th a t ,  in c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  t h e  F a c u lty ,  th e  B o a rd  h a v e  d e c id e d  to  
re c o m m e n d  e x te n s io n  of t h e  C o u rse  o f S tu d y  a t  t h e  C o lleg e  f ro m  th r e e  to  fo u r  y e a r s ,  
th is  to  b e  e f fe c tiv e  a s  o f t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  A c a d e m ic  Y e a r  1 9 7 5 /1976 .

T h e  r e a s o n  fo r  th is  d e c is io n  is th e  n e c e s s i ty  to  s e c u re  a  th o ro u g h  k n o w le d g e  of 
th e  la n g u a g e s  o f  H o ly  W r i t  a s  a  n e c e s s a ry  c o n d itio n  fo r  f u r th e r  s tu d y ,  w h ic h  c a n n o t 
b e  p ro v id e d  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e t-u p . A  c o u rse  o f  fo u r  y e a r s  w ill r e n d e r  i t  p o ss ib le  
to  w e a v e  th is  s tu d y  in to  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f le c tu r e s  a n d  e x a m s  a n d  to  te a c h  d u r in g  th e  
f i r s t  of th e  fo u r y e a r s  so m e  o th e r  s u b je c ts  w h ic h  n o w  a r e  t a u g h t  d u r in g  th e  t h r e e  
y e a r s  o f th e  p r e s e n t  s e t -u p  a n d  a r e  m o re  o f a n  in tr o d u c to r y  n a tu r e .  T h e r e b y  th e  
b u rd e n  d u r in g  th e  la s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  w o u ld  b e  l ig h te n e d  fo r  t h e  s tu d e n ts .
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I t  w ill b e  c le a r  to  S y n o d  t h a t ,  if  t h e  S y n o d  a d o p ts  th e  n e w  C o n s t i tu t iv e  
D o c u m e n ts ,  th is  d e c is io n  o f t h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e rn o rs , in  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  t h e  F a c u lty ,  
w o u ld  n o t r e q u i r e  a n  e x p r e s s  a p p ro v a l  b y  S y n o d , s in c e  A r t ic le  X X II  o f  th e  p ro p o se d  
C o n s t i tu t io n  p ro v id e s  u n d e r  1., t h a t  t h e  C o u rse  o f  S tu d y  is f ix ed  b y  th e  S e n a te  w ith  
th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f G o v e rn o rs .  I f  S y n o d  a d o p ts  th e  p ro p o s e d  C o n s t i tu t iv e  
D o c u m e n ts ,  th e  F a c u l ty  w ill e x e c u te  th e  a b o v e  d e c is io n  to  e x te n d  th e  C o u rse  o f  
S tu d y  to  fo u r y e a r s .

In  th e  m e e t in g  w ith  th e  F a c u l ty  th e  q u e s tio n  w a s  d is c u s s e d  w h e th e r  w e  sh o u ld  
n o t fo llow  th e  a p p a r e n t  t r e n d  to  c o n fe r  th e  d e g r e e  o f  M a s te r  o f  D iv in ity  u p o n  th o s e  
w h o  a r e  in  p o sse s s io n  o f  t h e  B a c h e lo r  o f  A r t s  d e g r e e  a n d  h a v e  a t t a in e d  a n  a c a d e m ic  
s ta n d in g  to  b e  d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  F a c u lty .  N o  d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e .

In  v iew  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  R e v . M r. W . L o o p s t r a  h a s  n o t  b e e n  n o m in a te d  b y  th e  
R e g io n a l  S y n o d  E a s t  fo r  a p p o in tm e n t  a s  a  G o v e rn o r  ( th is  in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  
p ro p o se d  C o n s t i tu t iv e  D o c u m e n ts ) ,  t h e  B o a rd  w ish  to  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  fo r  a ll 
t h e  w o rk  w h ic h  th e  R e v . W . L o o p s tra  d id , f i r s t  a s  P r e s id e n t ,  l a t e r  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  
th e  B o a rd . T h e  B o a rd  a r e  a s s u r e d  th a t  t h e  R e v . W . L o o p s t r a  w ill a lso  f u r th e r  
r e m e m b e r  th e  w o rk  of o u r  C o lleg e  in h is  p r a y e r s  a n d , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
g iv e n  to  h im , f u r th e r  i ts  in te r e s t s .

In  c o n c lu d in g  th is  a d d it io n a l  r e p o r t ,  th e  B o a rd  w ish  to  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  g r a t i tu d e  
fo r th e  liv in g  in te r e s t  w h ic h  is sh o w n  in th e  c a u se  o f o u r  C o lle g e  a s  i t  b e c a m e  e v id e n t  
a n e w  d u r in g  th e  C o lle g e  E v e n in g  w h ic h  w a s  h e ld  on N o v e m b e r  8, 1974.

R e s p e c tfu lly  s u b m it te d .
F o r  th e  B o a rd  of G o v e rn o rs

W .W .J .  V A N O E N E , S e e r
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