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THE CATECHISM 1) OR INSTRUCTION IN THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION

as i t  is taught in the Canadian Reformed Churches and Schools 2)

commonly called

the

HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 3)

H is to r ic  Notes

The second o f th e  D o c tr in a l S tandards of The Canadian Reformed Churches i s  th e  
H e id e lb erg , P a la t in a te ,  o r P a la t in e  Catechism .

I t  was w r i t te n  on th e  i n i t i a t i v e  of F red e ric k  I I I  ( th e  P io u s ) , E le c to r  o f th e  
German duchy of th e  P a la t in a te ,  of which H eidelberg  was th e  c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  in  o r 
d er to  promote th e  Reformed r e l ig io n  and d o c tr in e  in  h is  domain.

In  h is  In tro d u c tio n  to  th e  f i r s t  e d i t io n ,  da ted  January  19, 1563, F red e ric k  
w rote th a t  t h i s  Catechism  was made "w ith  th e  adv ice  and a s s is ta n c e  of our e n t i r e  
lo c a l  T heo lo g ica l F acu lty  and of a l l  su p e rin ten d e n ts  and most im p o rtan t Church 
m in is te rs "  as "a summary of in s t r u c t io n  o r Catechism  in  our C h r is t ia n  R e lig io n , 
out of th e  Word of God, bo th  in  German and in  L a tin " .

The most well-known of th e  c o n tr ib u to r s  were Z acharias  U rs in u s , p ro fe s so r  a t  
th e  U n iv e rs ity  of H e id elb erg , and Caspar O lev ianus, th e  c o u rt p re a ch e r.

The new Catechism  was adopted a t  a s p e c ia l  Synod h e ld  a t  H eidelberg  in  Decemb
e r ,  1562, and was f i r s t  pub lish ed  in  th e  German language e a r ly  in  1563.

I t  proved so popu lar th a t  in  th e  same y ear th re e  more e d i t io n s  were p u b lish ed  
in  German, th e  l a s t  being inc luded  in  a Church Order th a t  a lso  co n ta in ed  a numb
e r  o f l i t u r g i c a l  Forms and P ray e rs .

In  t h i s  fo u r th  e d i t io n ,  th e  te x tu s  r e c e p tu s , th e  Catechism  was d iv id ed  in to  52 
L o rd 's  Days. The purpose o f t h i s  d iv is io n  was th a t  th e  e n t i r e  Catechism  m ight be 
ex p la in ed  to  th e  Churches a t  l e a s t  once each y e a r .

I t  was no t u n t i l  1573 th a t  a l a t e r  German e d i t io n  numbered th e  q u e s tio n s  and 
added th e  p ro o f te x ts .  (P rev ious German e d it io n s  con ta ined  only  re fe re n c e s  to  B i
b le  c h a p te rs , no t t e x t s . )

The f i r s t  L a tin  e d i t io n  p u b lish ed  a f t e r  th e  th i r d  German e d i t io n  a t  F red e r
i c k 's  b eh es t d id  co n ta in  th e  p ro o f te x ts  and was d iv id ed  in to  L o rd 's  Days.

The f i r s t  German e d i t io n  had a lre ad y  been d iv id ed  in to  th e  f a m il ia r  th re e  
P a r ts :  Of Man's M isery, Of Man's Redemption, Of T hankfu lness, and th e  fu r th e r  
s u b d iv is io n s .

The H eidelberg  Catechism  q u ick ly  became known in  o th e r  p a r t s  of Europe and was 
soon being  t r a n s la te d  in to  o th e r languages.

Two Dutch t r a n s la t io n s  appeared in  1563. The second o f th e se  was p repared  
(from th e  th i r d  German e d it io n )  by P e tru s  D athenus, a Reformed m in is te r  then  
se rv in g  th e  Dutch re fu g ee  cong reg atio n  in  th e  P a la t in a te .
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I t  was re p r in te d  in  1566 to g e th e r  w ith  h is  Dutch t r a n s la t io n  of th e  Genevan 
P s a l te r  and o f c e r ta in  l i t u r g i c a l  Forms and P ray e rs .

This l a t t e r  e d i t io n  was adopted by th e  Churches in  The N etherlands as one of 
t h e i r  Symbols o r Forms o f U nity a t  t h e i r  Convention of W esel, 1568, and t h i s  dec
is io n  was confirm ed by th e  Synod of Emden, 1571, and subsequent synods.

The g re a t N a tio n a l Synod of D ordrecht (D o rt) , 1618-19, re a ffirm ed  th e se  d e c i s i 
ons and adopted th e  Catechism  w ithou t a l t e r a t i o n .  This d e c is io n  was endorsed by 
a l l  th e  fo re ig n  d e leg a te s  to  th i s  Synod and thus the  H eidelberg  Catechism  a c q u ir 
ed an ecum enical s ig n if ic a n c e  from the  o u ts e t .

The Synod of D ordrecht a lso  re q u ire d  th e  o f f ic e b e a re rs  in  th e  Church to  su b sc r
ib e  to  th e  C atechism , i t  d ire c te d  th e  m in is te rs  to  ex p la in  i t  to  th e  Churches in  
th e  d iv in e  s e rv ic e s , and p re sc r ib e d  c a te c h e t ic a l  in s t r u c t io n  in  th e  home, th e  
schoo ls  and th e  Church.

Meanwhile, th e  H eidelberg  Catechism  was adopted by o th e r Reformed Churches, in 
c lu d in g  th e  H ungarian Reformed Churches in  1567. I t  was in  use in  th e  Church of 
S co tland  from 1591 u n t i l  i t  was rep laced  by th e  W estm inster C atechism i in  1648.

The H eidelberg  Catechism  has th e  d i s t in c t io n  of being  th e  f i r s t  p r o te s ta n t  c a t 
echism  in tro d u ced  in to  North America having been brought along by th e  Dutch s e t t 
l e r s  o f M anhattan in  1609.

I t  rem ains today as one of the  symbols o r recogn ized  c reeds of many Reformed 
and P re sb y te r ia n  Churches on th i s  co n tin e n t and e lsew here .

The f i r s t  Canadian Reformed Churches adopted i t  as one of t h e i r  Three Forms of 
U nity upon th e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  the  e a r ly  n in e te en  hundred and f i f t e e s .

The fo llow ing  re v ise d  t r a n s la t io n ,  made from th e  re c e iv e d  German te x t  w ith  com
p a riso n s  of th e  L a tin  and s e v e ra l E ng lish  and Dutch v e rs io n s  was adopted by the  
G eneral Synod of C oaldale , 1977, of The Canadian Reformed Churches.



("P re face"  to  th e  o r ig in a l  e d i t io n s  of 1563) 1)

ON CATECHISM

"Catechism  in  our C h r is t ia n  R e lig io n "  means a b r i e f  and sim ple o ra l ly -g iv e n  
summary of the  main p a r ts  o f th e  C h r is t ia n  d o c tr in e , in  which th e  young people 
and b eg in n ers  a re  examined and heard  on what they  have le a rn e d .

For from the  beg inn ing  o f th e  C h r is tia n  Church a l l  th ose  who f e a r  th e  LORD have 
e x e r ted  them selves to  in s t r u c t  t h e i r  c h ild re n  in  th e  f e a r  o f th e  LORD in  th e  homê  
th e  schoo ls  and th e  churches, undoubtedly fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  re a so n s , which must 
induce u s , to o ,  to  do th e  same.

For f i r s t l y ,  they  r ig h t ly  co n sidered  th a t  th e  c o n g en ita l w ickedness would o b t
a in  th e  upper hand and then  p e rv e r t Churches and C iv il  Government, u n le ss  i t  were 
coun tered  in  tim e by means o f s a lu ta ry  d o c tr in e .

In  th e  second p la c e , they  were a lso  prompted to  do t h i s  by th e  ex p ress  command 
o f God, which we read  in  Exodus 12 and 13, and Deuteronomy 4 , 6, and 11, where 
th e  LORD says:"A nd th e se  words ( th e  Ten Commandments), which I  command th ee  th i s  
day, s h a l l  be in  th in e  h e a r t :  And thou s h a l t  teach  them d i l ig e n t ly  unto  thy  c h i l 
d ren , and s h a l t  t a lk  of them when thou s i t t e s t  in  th in e  house, and when thou walk- 
e s t  by th e  way, and when thou l i e s t  down, and when thou r i s e s t  yp".

L a s t ly , j u s t  as th e  c h ild re n  o f th e  I s r a e l i t e s  were in s t r u c te d ,  a f t e r  c ircu m ci
s io n , as soon as they  were ab le  to  u n d ers tan d , in  the  m ystery o f t h i s  ho ly  s ig n  
and a lso  in  th e  Covenant o f God, so a lso  our own c h ild re n  a re  to  be tau g h t th e  
s ig n if ic a n c e  o f the  baptism  which they  have re c e iv e d , namely th e  t ru e  C h r is t ia n  
f a i t h  and co n v ersio n , in  o rd e r th a t ,  b e fo re  they a re  adm itted  to  th e  L o rd 's  Table, 
they  may p ro fe s s  t h e i r  f a i t h  in  th e  p resence  o f th e  whole C h r is t ia n  co n g reg a tio n .

This i n s t i t u t i o n  o f catech ism , which has i t s  o r ig in  in  th e  command o f God Him
s e l f ,  was m ain ta ined  in  th e  C h r is tia n  Church, u n t i l  the  h o r r ib le  S a tan , through 
th e  A n t ic h r is t ,  th e  Pope, ab o lish ed  i t ,  to g e th e r  w ith  a l l  o th e r  good i n s t i t u t i o n ^  
and rep laced  i t  by h is  g rea sin g  and s la p  in  th e  face  and o th e r  abom inations,w hich  
he c a l le d  th e  co n firm a tio n .

T herefo re  ‘h tech ism  i s  to  be he ld  
accord ing  to  th e  fo llow ing  form:

F i r s t l y ,  s in c e  th e  o ld e r  people under th e  papacy were educated  w ith o u t c a te c h 
ism , and e a s i ly  fo rg e t th e  p a r ts  o f th e  C h r is tia n  R e lig io n , i t  i s  deemed n ecessa 
ry  th a t  th e  m in is te r  b e fo re  the  sermon on each Sunday and on a l l  F e s tiv e  days in  
the  v i l la g e s  and towns, as w e ll as in  th e  c i t i e s ,  reads a s e c t io n  o f th e  C atech
ism to  the  people  c le a r ly  and u n d e rs tan d ab ly , so th a t  i t  i s  com pleted in  n in e  
Sundays. On the  f i r s t  Sunday as f a r  as th e  second p a r t  (o f th e  C atech ism ). On the  
second as f a r  as th e  A r t ic le  on God the  Son On th e  th i r d  as f a r  as  th e  q u e s tio n  
on C h r i s t 's  A scension. On th e  fo u r th  as f a r  as th e  q u e s tio n : ’’But what does i t
he lp  you now th a t  you b e lie v e  a l l  t h i s ? " .  On th e  f i f t h  as f a r  as th e  L o rd 's  
Supper. On th e  s ix th  as f a r  as the  th i r d  p a r t  o f th e  C atechism . On th e  sev en th  as 
f a r  as th e  q u e s tio n : "VJhat does God re q u ire  in  th e  f i f t h  commandment?". On th e  
e ig h th  as f a r  as P ray e r. On th e  n in th  to  th e  end of P ray e r. On th e  te n th  Sunday 
th e  m in is te r  s h a l l ,  b e fo re  the  sermon read  th e  passages from th e  S c r ip tu re s ,  in  
which every  one i s  reminded o f h is  c a l l in g ,  which passages have been in s e r te d  a t  
th e  end of th e  Catechism .

F u r th e r , every  Sunday a f te rn o o n , a t  a convenien t tim e, a Catechism  sermon s h a l l  
be d e liv e re d , in  th e  fo llow ing  manner:

A fte r  th e  cong reg atio n  has sung the  m in is te r  f i r s t  re p e a ts  th e  L o rd 's  P ra y e r , 
c a l l s  upon God fo r  a r ig h t  un d ers tan d in g  o f h is  Word, and th en  c le a r ly  read s  th e
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Ten Commandments to  the  p eop le . A fte r  th a t  he s h a l l  q u e s tio n  th o se  c h ild re n  who 
cannot y e t le a r n  th e  q u es tio n s  on which he w i l l  p reach , and le ad  them in  an o rd e r
ly  fa sh io n  f i r s t  fo r  some time to  th e  te x t  and th e r e a f te r  s te p  by s te p  to  th e  sub
j e c t  m a tte r . Then he s h a l l  cause some of th e  young people  to  say a c e r ta in  number 
o f q u e s tio n s  o f th e  Catechism  (which we have d iv id ed  in to  s e v e ra l  "L o rd 's  D ays"for 
t h i s  p u rp o se ) , namely those  which were in te rp re te d  in  th e  p reced in g  sermon and 
w i l l  be more p a r t i c u la r ly  exp la ined  in  th e  fo llo w in g , and which they  le a rn e d  b efo 
re  a t  school o r  a t  home. As soon as they  have com pleted r e c i t in g  them in  th e  p re s 
ence o f th e  co n g reg a tio n , th e  m in is te r  s h a l l  sim ply and b r i e f ly  in t e r p r e t  and ex
p la in  a sm all number o f the  fo llow ing  q u e s tio n s , so th a t  he may com plete th e  C at
echism  p reach ing  a t  l e a s t  once every y e a r .

FOOTNOTES

Note: For the sake o f brevity, references to Acts o f General Synods will simply 
be given as, e.g., Acts 1974, Art. 85., Rec. 2.a, which refers to the Acts 
of the General Synod of Toronto, 1974, Article 85, Recommendation 2, par
agraph a.

Title Page

1. Cf.the Committee fs mandate. Acts 1974, Art.85, Rec. 2.a.
2. Cf.Acts 1971, Art. 85, Cons.l.
3. Acts 1974, Art. 85, Rec.2.c.
4. Idem. Art. 183, 5.

Title

1. The words "OR METHOD" have been deleted. Cf.Acts 1974 Art.85, Cons. 3.
2. The words "and Schools" should be maintained. I t  is in the original and is  al

so in conformance with Article 21 o f the Church Order.
3. Strictly speaking i t  is not necessary to use the name "Heidelberg" here since 

the origin is  made clear in the historic notes which follow i t .  I t  is  thought 
desirable, however, to retain this historic name in the subtitle to the Cate

chism even though, obviously, i t  did not appear in the original.

Historic Notes

1. These revla.ce those in page 789 o f the Book o f Praise„ 1971 which were taken 
from the Psalter-Hymnal of the Christian Reformed Church, and are intended to 
give somewhat more detail.

On Catechism

1. I t  is appropriate to include this "Preface" to complement the Historic Notes 
and as a reminder o f the purpose of the Catechism.



LORD'S DAY 1
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1.Question. 1)
What is your only comfort 
in l i f e  2) and in 3) death?

Answer. 1)
That I , body and soul, 
both in l i f e  and in death, 4) 
am not my own,
but belong to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ.
He has, with his 5) precious blood, fully paid for all my sins,  
and freed me from all the power of the devil.
He also keeps 6) me in such a way that 
without the will of my Father in heaven 7) 
not a hair can fall  from my head, 
indeed, 8)
so that everything 9) must serve 10) my salvation.
Therefore, by his Holy Spirit 
He also assures me of everlasting 11) l i f e ,  
and makes 12) me heartily willing and ready 
from now on to l ive for Him.

1) The words t r a n s la te d  by "Q uestion '' and "Answer" in  th e  f i r s t  q u e s tio n  and 
answer were p r in te d  in  f u l l  in  the  German (h e re a f te r  G ), L a tin  (L ) , and 
Dutch (D) v e rs io n s . We should fo llow  t h i s  example.

2) "both" has been d e le te d  h ere  -a s  was done in  the  f i r s t  d r a f t  t r a n s la t io n  
( h e re a f te r  d . t . ) .  We do no t f in d  th i s  word in  th e  o r ig in a l  G and L, n e i 
th e r  was i t  p r in te d  in  some Dutch e d i t io n s .

3) " in "  has been in s e r te d  accord ing  to  th e  o r ig in a l .
4) The f i r s t  d r a f t  follow ed the  New P ro v is io n a l t r a n s la t io n  of th e  C h r is t ia n  

Reformed Church. But "body and sou l bo th  in  l i f e  and death" i s  a lso  cove
red by th e  words " th a t  I  . . .a m  no t my own" (compare G, L, and D ).

5) P erso n a l pronouns fo r  d iv in i ty  a re  c a p i ta l iz e d  bu t p o sse ss iv e  and r e l a t i v e  
pronouns a re  no t accord ing  to  common usage.

6) Compare Psalm 1 2 1 :3 ,4 ,5 . B esides, "keeps" i s  more p o p u la r.
7) "F a th e r in  heaven" and no t "heavenly  F a th e r"  acco rd ing  to  G.
8) "yea" o r "yes" a re  too obv io u sly  t r a n s la t io n s  o f th e  German " ja " .  Here i s  

a clim ax: a major s ta tem en t fo llo w s . T herefo re  we t r a n s la te d  by " in d eed " .
9) "ev e ry th in g "  i s  more em bracive than  " a l l  th in g s"  and i s  th e  s im p lie s t  Eng

l i s h  e q u iv a le n t of G, L, and D.
10) This i s  b e t t e r  than  " work to g e th e r  io r  xn d . t . , wm.cn a e r tv e d  z t  trom 

th e  New P ro v is io n a l e d i t io n  of the  CRC.
11) I t  i s  b e t t e r  to  use th e  word " e te rn a l"  fo r  God and " e v e r la s t in g "  fo r  man.
12) We p re fe r  th i s  o rd e r because o th e rw ise  the  word "He” should  be in s e r te d  

ag ain  in  connection  w ith  "makes" -w hich would sound awkward.

2.Q. What 1) do you need to know
so that you may l ive and die happily 
in this comfort?

A. The three parts of the Christian religion: 1) 
First how great my sins and misery are.
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Second, how I am freed from all my sins and misery.
Third, how I am to be thankful to God for such deliverance.

1) The word " p a r ts ” should be re ta in e d  because i t  belongs to  th e  Reformed 
vocab u la ry . I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  t r a n s la t e  the  German in  th e  q u e s tio n , 
however, s in c e  th e  E ng lish  "How many p a r t s . . . "  asks th e  q u e s t io n :" p a r ts  
o f w hat?". T herefo re  we re ta in e d  th e  word " p a r ts "  in  th e  answer and ad
ded "of th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l ig io n "  which i s  no t in  G, L, o r D, b u t i s  app
ro p r ia te  and c o r re c t  s in ce  i t  a lso  appears in  th e  t i t l e  to  th e  Catechism

THE FIRST PART : CONCERNING M A N M I S E R Y  H

LORD'S DAY 2

3.Q. How do you recognize your misery? 

A. From the law of God.

1) According to  G, L, and D.

4.Q. What does God's law 1) require of us?

A. Christ teaches us this in a summary, 
in Matthew 22 : 2)
Thou s h a lt  love the LORD thy God
w ith  a l l  thy hearty and w ith  a l l  thy so u ls
and w ith  a l l  thy mind. .

This i s  the f i r s t  and grea t commandment.
And the second is l ik e  unto i t :
Thou s h a lt  love thy neighbour as t h y s e l f .

On these  two commandments hang a l l  the law and the  prophets.

1) "G od's law" sounds a b i t  b e t t e r  than  " th e  law of God", which e x p re ss io n  
was a lre ad y  used in  Answer No.3 .

2) U nless o th e rw ise  in d ic a te d  we quote th e  KJV (o r AV).

5 q Can voi' koen all this pprfortlv?

A. No,
for I am inclined by nature 
to hate God and rny neighbour.

LORD'S DAY 3

6.Q. Did God 1) create man so wicked and perverse?

A. On the contrary, 2)
He made him good and as his image, 3)
that i s ,  adorned 4) with true righteousness and holiness.



so that he might rightly learn to know 5) God his Creator, 
heartily love Him,
and l ive  with Him in everlasting blessedness 
to praise and glorify Him.

1) The word " then" ( in  p . t .  and d . t . )  has been d e le te d .
2) The s tro n g  c o n tra s t  ("n e in "  in  G) has been t r a n s la te d  by "on th e  c o n tra 

ry" .
3) "as h is  image" i s  b e t te r  than  " a f t e r  h is  own image" o r " in  h is  im age".
4) This t r a n s la t io n  i s  based on L. The word "praeditum " -which means: p rov

ided  w ith , su p p lied  w ith - has been t r a n s la te d  by "adorned" in  accordance 
w ith  Canons o f D ort, C hapters I I I / I V  A r t ic le  1.

5) The verb  "cognoscere" in  L means; to  le a rn  to  know, and n o t j u s t  to  know

7.Q. Where, then, does this corruption of human nature 1) come from?

A. From the fall  and disobedience of our f i r s t  parents,
Adam and Eve, in paradise.
There our nature has become so corrupt 
that we are all conceived and born in sin.

1) L h a s : "haec n a tu ra e  humanae p r a v i t a s " . This te x t  has been fo llo w ed .
*

8.Q. Are we, then, so corrupt
that we are tota l ly  unable to do any good 
and inclined to all evil?

A. Yes,
unless we are born again by the Spirit of God.

LORD'S DAY 4

9.Q. Does not God, then, do man an injustice 1) 
when He requires of him in his law 
what man is unable to do?

A. No.
God so created man that he could do i t .
But man,
at the instigation of the devil,
in his own 2) deliberate disobedience,
robbed himself and all his descendants of these g i f t s .

1) This I s  b e t t e r  th an  d . t .  because t h i s  way th e  o b je c t o f th e  i n ju s t i c e  i s  
in d ic a te d  (so in  G, L, and D ).

2) " h is  own" should be m ain ta ined  (u n lik e  in  d . t . )  to  s tro n g e r  em phasize 
man’s own r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  under th e  p re ssu re  of th e  d e v i l .

10.Q. Will God allow 1) such disobedience and apostasy 
to go unpunished?
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so that he might rightly learn tc know 5) God his Creator, 
heartily love Him,
and l ive with Him in everlasting blessedness 
to praise and glorify Him.

1) The word " th e n ” ( in  p . t .  and d . t . )  has been d e le te d .
2) The s tro n g  c o n tra s t  ("n e in "  in  G) has been t r a n s la te d  by "on th e  c o n tra 

ry" .
3) "as h is  image" i s  b e t t e r  than  " a f t e r  h is  own image" o r " in  h is  im age".
4) This t r a n s la t io n  i s  based on L. The word "praeditum " -which means: p rov

ided  w ith , su p p lied  w ith - has been t r a n s la te d  by "adorned" in  accordance 
w ith  Canons o f D ort, C hapters I I I / I V  A r t ic le  1.

5) The verb  "cognoscere" in  L means: to  le a rn  to  know, and n o t j u s t  to  know.

7.Q. Where, then, does this corruption of human nature 1) come from?

A. From the fal l  and disobedience of our f i r s t  parents,
Adam and Eve, in paradise.
There our nature has become so corrupt 
that we are all conceived and born in sin.

1) L h as:"h aec  n a tu ra e  humanae p ra v i ta s " .  This te x t  has been fo llow ed .
... *

8.Q. Are we, then, so corrupt
that we are tota l ly  unable to do any good 
and inclined to all evil?

A. Yes,
unless we are born again by the Spirit of God.
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3) L °" u lla  r a t io  au t v ia * .
4) L ;"e t  Deo re c o n c ilia m u r" . But i t  would p robably  go too f a r  fo r  a ' r e v i 

s io n  o f th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f th e  H eidelberg  C atechisin ' to  ren d e r b y : ,!and 
be re c o n c ile d  w ith  God” .

5) G, L, and D a l l  speak of God's w i l l .
6) " i s ” and n o t "be11 as in  d . t .
7) " h is  ju s t i c e "  i s  rep ea ted  as in  the  New P ro v is io n a l T ra n s la tio n  o f the  

CRC and in  d . t .

13. Q. Can we make this payment ourselves? 1)

A. In no way. 2)
On the contrary,
we daily increase our debt.

1) The word "payment" should re p la c e  " s a t i s f a c t io n "  ( in  d . t . )  s in c e  i t  r e 
f e r s  back to  th e  p rev ious answ er.

2) A sim ple "No" i s  no t s u f f i c i e n t .  The o r ig in a ls  have a very  em phatic de
n ia ls  "Mit n ic h te n " , "N ulla ex p a r te ” , and " In  g e n e r le i  w ijz e " .

14. Q. Can a mere creature pay for us? 1)

A. No.
In the f i r s t  place,
God does not want to punish another creature 
for man's debt. 2)
Furthermore, 3) no mere creature
can bear the burden of God's eternal wrath against sin 4) 
and redeem others from i t .

1) This t r a n s la t io n  accord ing  to  d . t .  We would p re fe r  th e  L a tin  to  be f o l 
lowed, th a t  reads ( in  tra n s la t io n )s " C a n  any of th e  c re a tu re s  in  heaven 
o r on e a r th ,  being  a c re a tu re  o n ly , pay fo r  u s?" .

2) "d eb t"  i s  b e t t e r  than  ' sin*' -a s  p . t .  h as.
3) "Furtherm ore" i s  c lo s e r  to  the  o r ig in a l  than  "Moreover" ( d . t . )  -which 

sug g est a s o r t  o f  a clim ax.
4) "bear"  i s  b e t t e r  than  " s u s ta in "  ( d . t . ) .

15.Q. What kind of mediator and redeemer 
must we then seek?

A. One who is a true and righteous man,
and yet more powerful than all creatures,
that i s ,  one who is at the same time true God. 1)

1) " a t  th e  same tim e" i s  b e t t e r  than  "w ith a l"  ( in  p . t . ) .
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16.Q. Why must He 1) be a true and righteous man?



A. God's justice  2) requires
that the same human nature which has sinned 
should pay for sin.
And one who is  himself a sinner 
cannot pay for others.

1) S t r i c t l y  speaking no c a p i ta l iz in g  i s  re q u ire d  h e re  b e c a u se ,th e  m ed ia to r 
has no t y e t been id e n t i f ie d  in  th e  Catechism . In  N o.15, however, i t  was 
s ta te d  th a t  He must a lso  be tru e  God. T herefo re  we use a c a p i t a l  l e t t e r  
-  as i s  done by o th e rs  a ls o ;  see e .g .  "Book o f P r a is e ,  1971” .

2) "God’s j u s t i c e "  i s  b e t t e r  than  " th e  j u s t i c e  o f God” ( p . t „ ) .

17.Q. Why must He at the same time 1) be true God?

A. So that, by the power of his divine nature 
He might bear in his human nature 
the burden of God's wrath, 
and obtain for us, 
and restore to us 
righteousness and l i f e .

1) See Note N o.l to  Answer N o.15.

18.Q. Who 1) is this 2) Mediator 
Who is at the same time 
true God and a true and righteous man?

A. Our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who o f  God i s  made unto us 
wisdom3 and righ teousness3 
and s a n c ti f ic a t io n ,  and redemption. 3 )

1) The word "But” -a s  in  p . t .  and d . t . -  has been d e le te d .
2) " th i s " ,  and no lo n g er " th a t"  (compare D ).
3) D fo llow s here  L, quo ting  I  C o rin th ian s  1 :30 , w h ile  G h as: "d er uns zur 

volkommenen Erlösung und G erech tigkey t geschenck t i s t "  -w hich has been 
taken  over by newer t r a n s la t io n s .  However, we p re fe r  th e  f u l l  q u o ta tio n .

19.Q. From w h e r e  1) do you know this?

A. From the holy gospel.
God Himself revealed this  gospel f i r s t  in paradise. 2)
Afterwards He had i t  proclaimed 3) 
by the holy patriarchs and prophets, 
and foreshadowed 4) by the sacrif ices  
and other ceremonies of the law.
Finally He fu l f i l l e d  i t  through his only 5) Son.

1) "Whence” in  p . t .  i s  o ld -fa sh io n e d . I t  may be one o f th e  " a rc h a ic "  words 
th e  G eneral Synod of New W estm inster had in  mind.

2) "p a rad ise "  i s  p r in te d  w ith o u t the  c a p i t a l  o f p . t .  Compare N o.7.
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3) According to  G and D God Him self d id  n o t p roclaim - He caused i t  to  be 
done by o th e rs .

4) " i t "  a f t e r  "foreshadowed" has been d e le te d  fo r  th e  same reaso n .
5) "only" and no t "on ly  b eg o tten "  s in c e  "on ly" s u f f i c i e n t ly  ex p re sses  th e  

f a c t  th a t  God has one Son on ly .
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20.0. Are all  men then saved through Christ
j u s t  as all  became lo s t  1) through Adam?

A. No.
Only those
who by a true fa i th
are incorporated 2) into Him
and accept 3) all  his benefi ts .

.1) "became lo s t "  ex p resses  the  o r ig in a l  b e t t e r  than  "were lo s t "  in  d . t .
2) The o ld  " in g ra f te d "  was a f t e r  L ( " in s e r u n tu r " ) . " In c o rp o ra te d "  i s  acc

o rd in g  to  G ( " e in g e le ib e t" ) .
3) "accep t"  i s  b e t t e r  accord ing  to  th e  o r ig in a l .

21.Q. What is true faith?

A. True faith is not only 1) a sure knowledge 
whereby I accept 2) as true 
all that God has revealed to us in his Word; 
but i t  is also a heartfelt 3) trust , 4) 
which the Holy Spirit works in me through the gospels 5) 
that not only to others but to me also 
forgiveness of s ins, 6)
everlasting righteousness and blessedness 7) 
have been 8) given by God 
out of sheer grace 9}
for the sake of Christ's merits alone. 10)

1) U nlike d . t .  we m ain ta in  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  "not only  -  bu t a lso "  because 
i t  in c lu d e s  a clim ax, which i s  l o s t  when we cu t th e  long sen ten ce  in to  
two.

2) This i s  b e t t e r  than  "hold  fo r  t r u t h " , which t r a n s la t e s  th e  o b so le te  
German ana Dutch p h rases  " fu r  war Uditfeii cilid . (JO ~ 'WaörciCufci  ̂ dOUCH-Ii 
"H alten  fü r"  and "houden voor" in  the  16th cen tu ry  were no t synonyms 
fo r  " to  suppose" as they  a re  today .

3) The o ld  "firm " was a t r a n s la t io n  o f L and D, no t from th e  o r ig in a l  G.
4) " t r u s t "  p u ts  th e  accen t a b i t  s tro n g e r  on th e  o b je c t iv e  ground - th e  Ho

ly  S p i r i t  and th e  gospel - ,  w h ile  "co n fidence" ( in  p . t . )  sounds a l i t t 
l e  b i t  more 'su b je c tiv e ® .

5) This l in e  i s  m ain ta ined  here  and n o t pu t a t  th e  end o f th e  answer in  a 
s e p a ra te  sen ten ce  as was done in  d . t . ,  which fo llow ed "H attem ". I t  can
no t denied th a t  both  knowledge and t r u s t  a re  worked in  us by th e  Holy 
S p i r i t ,  b u t i t  does no t say th a t  in  th e  o r ig in a l .

6) " rem issio n "  in  p . t .  was a f t e r  L. However, in  accordance w ith  th e  E ng lish  
v e rs io n  o f th e  A postles  Creed i t  i s  t r a n s la te d  by " fo rg iv e n e ss"  in
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L o rd 's  Day 21 N o.56. We th e re fo re  ren d e r " fo rg iv e n e ss " .
7) Compare L o rd 's  Day 3 No.6.
8) "have been" i s  b e t te r  than  "a re "  s in ce  i t  p o in ts  to  what has a lre ad y  

happened.
9) Compare d . t .

10) "a lone" has been chosen h e re  in  o rd e r to  avo id  a th i r d  "o n ly " .

22.Q. What then must 1) a Christian believe?

A. Everything that is promised us in the gospel,
which the artic les  of our catholic and undoubted Christian faith 
teach us in a summary.

1) "must" i s  s h o r te r  and b e t t e r  than  "does a C h r is t ia n  have to  b e l ie v e " ,a s  
d . t .  h as .

23.Q. What are these articles?

A. I  believe in God the Father,
AImighty,
Maker o f heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ,
his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
bom of the virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate; 
was crucified, dead, and buried;
He descended into hell; 

the third day He rose again from thé dead;
He ascended into heaven,

and sitte th  at the right hand of God the Father, Almighty; 
from where He shall come

to judge the living and the dead.
I  believe in the Holy Spirit;
I  believe a holy catholic Church, 

the communion o f saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the flesh; 1) 
and the life  everlasting.

1) T his i s  acco rd ing  to  th e  o r ig in a l :  "o f th e  f le s h "  and n o t "of th e  body".
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24. Q. How are these artic les  divided?

A. Into three parts.
The f i r s t  part concerns God the Father and our creation:
the second, God the Son and our redemption;
and the third, God the Holy Spirit and our sanctif ication.

25. Q. Why do you speak 1) of three Persons, 2)
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ,



since there is  only one God? 3)

A. Because God has so revealed Himself in his Word 
that these three distinct Persons 
are the one3 true, 4) eternal God.

1) This o rd e r of the  sen tence  may be e a s ie r  fo r  th e  c a tech ism c la ss  p u p i ls .  
"Hattem" has the  same o rd e r .

2) For c l a r i t y 's  sake we added "P erso n s" . Compare "H attem ".
3) From d . t . ,  th a t  fo llow s "Hattem” , we adopted th e  v e rs io n  "God", and d id  

no t fo llow  p . t . ,  "d iv in e  Being".
4) The word "and", which p . t .  h as , cannot be found in  G, only  in  L and D.

CONCERNING GOD THE FATHER
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26.Q. What do you believe when you say:
I  believe in God the Father-,
Almighty,
Maker o f heaven and earth ?

A. That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who created heaven and earth and all that is In them 
out of nothing, 1)
and who s t i l l  upholds and governs them 
by his eternal counsel and providence, 
is my God and my Father, 
for the sake of Christ his Son. 2)
In Him I trust so completely 
as to have no doubt 
that He will provide me
with all things necessary for body and soul, 
and will also turn to my good 
whatever adversity He sends upon me 
in this valley of miseries. 3)
He is able to do this as almighty God, 
and willing also as a faithful Father.

1) "o u t o f"  i s  b e t t e r  than  "o f" .
2) This orue. \s  b e tte r ,,
3) The o ld  "v a le  o f t e a r s ” was a t r a n s la t io n  o f G :"Jam m erthal", and of D: 

"jam m erdal", and was based on M artin  L u th e r 's  t r a n s la t io n  o f Psalm 84: 
6. The o r ig in a l  means "dry  v a lle y "  or som ething l ik e  th a t  O ther forms 
th a t  were inc luded  in  the  Church Order o f th e  P a la t in a te ,  1563,in  which 
a lso  the  fo u r th  e d i t io n  o f th e  H eidelberg  Catechism  was in s e r te d ,  a lso  
had " jam m erthal" , as did th e  Form fo r  P re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  L o rd 's  Supper 
(N iese l W., B ek e n n tn is sc h rif te n  und K irchenordnungen, 1938, page 189), 
and th e  P ray e r fo r  Dying People (page 213). However, th e  F un era l P ray e r 
(page 218) had "elenden  leb en " . T h .F .T orrance  has "m ise rab le  l i f e " .  The 
A nglican Book o f Common P rayer has "v a le  o f m is e r ie s " . We chose th e  mo
re  modern " v a l le y " .
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27.Q. What do you understand
by the providence of God?

A. The almighty and ever-present power of God 
by which, as with his hand, 1)
He s t i l l  upholds heaven and earth and all creatures,
and so governs them
that leaves and grass,
rain and drought,
fruitful and unfruitful years,
food and drink,
health and sickness,
riches 2) and poverty,
yes, all things,
happen to us not by chance
but by his Fatherly hand.

1) This o rd e r -u n lik e  d . t .  -  because the  ph rase  "as w ith  h is  hand" does not 
only modify the  verb "upholds" b u t a lso  "governs" .

2) The o r ig in a l  has " r ic h e s "  and no t -a s  d . t . -  " p ro s p e r i ty " . In  N o.28 the  
o r ig in a l  has o th e r  words fo r  what i s  t r a n s la te d  th e re  by " p ro s p e r i ty " .

28.Q. How 1) does i t  benefit us to know 
that God has created all things, 
and that He s t i l l  upholds them by his providence?

A. That we may be patient in adversity, 
thankful in prosperity, 
and with a view to the future 
we may have great 2) confidence 
in our faithful God and Father
that no creature shall separate us from his love; 3) 
for all creatures are so completely in his hand 
that without his will 
they cannot even s t irr  or move. 4)

1) "How" in  s te a d  o f "what" in  d . t .
2) " g re a t"  and no t " f irm ” as in  d . t . ,  because th e  o r ig in a l  has words th a t  

d i f f e r  from th o se  used in  L o rd 's  Dav 7 No.21.
3) U nlike d . t .  we cannot beg in  a new sen ten ce  n a re , r c r  what foixov/s ex p l

a in s  th e  p rev io u s  l in e  only  and no t th e  whole answ er.
4) G has i " n ic h t regen  noch bewegen kBnnen".

CONCERNING GOD THE SON
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29.Q. Why is the Son of God called Jesus , 
that is  Saviour?
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A. Because He saves us from our s ins, 1)
and because no salvation is to be sought of found 
in anyone e lse.

1) The d . t .  has " a l l  our s in s " ,  fo llow ing  p . t .  which i s  based on L and D. 
G, however, does n o t have th i s  word. T herefo re  we d e le te d  i t .

30.Q. Do those who seek their salvation and well-being 
from saints ,  in themselves, or elsewhere 
also 1) believe in the only Saviour Jesus? 2)

A. No.
Rather, by such actions 3)
they deny the only Saviour and Redeemer Jesus, 
although they boast of belonging to Him. 4)
For either Jesus is not a complete Saviour, 
or those who by a true faith accept this Saviour 
must have in Him
all that is necessary for their salvation.

1) " a lso "  has been in s e r te d  accord ing  to  G.
2) This o rd e r because th i s  i s  b e t t e r  E n g lish .
3) "by such a c tio n s"  i s  in  our op in ion  a b e t t e r  t r a n s la t io n  o f "m it der 

th a t"  than  " in  f a c t ' -a s  d . t .  has.
4) I t  i s  very  d i f f i c u l t  to  t r a n s la t e  G, "ob s ie  s ic h  s e in  g le ic h  rilhmen". 

However, th e  p ro o f te x t i s  here  I C o rin th ian s  1 :13 . C onsequently  we tra n s 
la te d  by "belonging  to  Him".
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31.Q. Why is He called Christ , 
that is Anointed?

A. Because He has been ordained by God the Father, 
and anointed with 1) the Holy Spirit ,  
to be our chief Prophet and Teacher, 
who has fully revealed to us 
the secret counsel and will of God 
for our redemption; 
to be our only High Priest, 
whc by the one r - c r i cice '  h4- body 
has redeemed us,
and who continually pleads our cause
with the Father;
and to be our eternal King,
who governs us by his Word and Spirit ,
and defends and preserves us
in the redemption He has obtained for us.

1) C h ris t  was an o in ted  w ith  -n o t by, as d . t .  has -  th e  Holy S p i r i t  (see  
John 3 :3 4 ).
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32.Q. But 1) why are you called a Christian?

A. Because by faith I am a member of Christ, 
and so share in his anointing; 
in order that I 2) also may confess his name, 
present myself a living sacrifice of thankfulness to Him, 
and fight with a free and good conscience 
against sin and the devil in this l i f e ,  
and after this l i f e  reign with Him eternally 
over all creatures.

1) "B ut” i s  in  accordance w ith  th e  o r ig in a l .
2) The d . t .  in s e r te d  "as p ro p h e t" , "as p r i e s t " ,  and "as k in g " . This i s  in 

deed a c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  But a t  the  same tim e i t  i s  an a l t e r a t i o n  o f the  
te x t  -which i s  no t "e voto Synodi. 1971".
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33.Q. Why is  He called God's only begotten Son , 
since we are also children of God?

A. Because only Christ is the eternal, natural Son of God. 
We, however, are children of God by adoption, 
through grace, for Christ's sake. 1)

1) In  th e  o r ig in a l  the  o rd e r i s :  fo r  His ( C h r i s t 's )  sak e , through g ra c e . 
However, th e  above o rd e r i s  b e t t e r  E n g lish .

34.Q. Why do you call Him our Lord ?

A. Because He has redeemed and bought us 
body and soul ,
not with s i lver  or gold 1), but with his priceless blood, 
from our s ins, 2)
and from all the power of the devil 
to be his possession. 3)

1) Common usage i s  " s i lv e r  o r g o ld " , not the  G: "gold  o r s i l v e r " .
2) " a l l "  in  n . t .  should be d e le te d  because i t  i s  no t in  the  G.
3) The o r ig in a l  i s  hard  co t r a n s la t e  oecause of th e  ty p ic a l  German s t r u c tu 

re  of th e  sen ten ce . Our t r a n s la t io n  has the  advantage of c le a r ly  showing 
the  r e la t io n  between the  verb "bought” and the  p r ic e  C h ris t  p a id , h is  
p r ic e le s s  b lood.
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35,Q. What does i t  mean 1)
that He was oonoelved by the Holy Spirits 
born of the virgin Mary ?

A. That the eternal Son of God, 2)
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who is and remains true and eternal God, 
took upon Himself the true human nature 
from the flesh and blood of the virgin Mary, 
through the working of the Holy Spirit.
Thus He is 3) also the true seed of David, 
like his brothers in all things, 
except for sin.

1) The d . t .  has "What do you confess when you s a y . . . " .  T h is , however, i s  a 
t r a n s la t io n  o f th e  L. We follow ed th e  G.

2) The d . t .  dropped the  word " th a t"  and made th e  sen ten ce  an independent 
one. When, however, as we presume, th e  ca tech ism c la ss  p u p ils  have to  
le a rn  th e  q u e s tio n  a ls o ,  th e  o r ig in a l  s t r u c tu r e  can and should  be main
ta in e d .

3) Here we fo llow ed th e  d . t .  th a t  beg ins a new sen te n c e . The o r ig in a l  say s: 
" in  o rd e r t h a t . . . " .  This has been t r a n s la te d  ad eq u a te ly  in  our o p in io n .

36.Q. What benefit do you receive
from the holy conception and birth of Christ?

A. That 1) He is our Mediator, 
and hides from God's sight,  
with his innocence and perfect holiness, 
my sin in which 2) I was conceived.

1) See Note 2 under N o.35.
2) " in  which" i s  b e t t e r  than  "w herein" ( p . t .  and d . t . ) .

LORD'S DAY 15

37.Q. What do you understand 1) by the word su ffered  ?

A. That Christ, in body and soul, 
during his whole l i f e  on earth, 
but especially at the end, 
bore the wrath of God 
against the sin of the whole human race.
Also that by his suffering,  
as the only atoning sacrif ice .
He has redeemed our body and soul 
from everlasting damnations, 
and has obtained for us
God's grace, righteousness, and eternal l i f e .

1) This i s  -u n lik e  the  d . t .  th a t  fo llow s th e  L -  in  accordance w ith  th e  G.

38.Q. Why did He suffer under  the judge, Pontius P ila te  ?

A. Though innocent, Christ was condemned 
by the 1) earthly judge, 
and so He freed us
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from the severe judgment of God 
that was to fall  upon us.

1) The G has th e  a r t i c l e  "dem "(= the).

39.Q. Is i t  especially important 1) that He was crucified 
in stead of dying in a different way? 2)

A. Yes.
By this I am assured
that He took upon Himself the curse
which lay on me,
for the death of the cross was cursed by God.

1) " Is  i t  s ig n i f ic a n t"  -which th e  d . t .  adopted from th e  P ro v is io n a l T rans
l a t io n  o f th e  CRC -  i s  too weak. I t  has l o s t  th e  elem ent o f th e  "advan
tag e"  o f th e  death  o f th e  c ro ss  above any o th e r  way o f dying .

2) Here we fo llow ed th e  d . t .  because "d ied  a d i f f e r e n t  d eath"  i s  n o t p ro p er 
E n g lish .

LORD'S DAY 16

40.Q. Why did Christ have to suffer death ? 1)

A. Because God's justice  and truth required 
that payment could only be made 
by the death of the Son of God. 2)

1) We fo llow  th e  G h e re .
2) I t  i s  no t n ecessa ry  in  our o p in io n  to  cu t th e  sen ten ce  in to  two -  as th e

d . t .  does.

41.Q. Why was He buried ?

A. To te s t i fy  by this that He really died. 1)

1) C h ris t H im self i s  h e re  the  su b je c t of th e  sen te n c e . Making His b u r ia l
th e  s u b je c t (as i s  done in  th e  d . t . )  weakens th e  co n ten ts  o f th e  se n te n 
ce.

42.Q. But i f  Christ has died for us 
why do we s t i l l  have to die?

A. Our death is not a payment for our sins,  
but only a dying to sin,  
and an entrance into l i f e  everlasting. 1)

1) See L o rd 's  Day 1 Note 11.
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43.Q. What further benefit do we receive
from Christ's sacrif ice and death on the cross?

A. That 1) through his power 2)
our old man 3) is crucified, put to death,
and buried with Him,
so that the evil desires of the flesh
no longer rule in us,
but that we may offer ourselves to Him
as a sacrif ice  of thankfulness.

1) See N o .35 Note 2»
2) The d . t .  fo l lo w s  th e  L ( " v i r t u t e  e iu s  m o r t i s " ) .  We fo l lo w  th e  G.
3) " n a tu r e "  i n  th e  d . t .  i s  weaker th a n  "man". Compare a l s o  L o rd ’ s Day 33 

No’s 88 and 89.

44.Q. Why is there added 1) He descended in to  h e ll  ?

A. So that 2) in my greatest tr ia ls  3)
I may be assured 4) 
that my Lord Jesus Christ
has redeemed me from the anguish and torment of hell 5) 
by his unspeakable anguish, pains, and terrors, 6) 
which He suffered on the cross and beforehand 
in his soul . 7)

1) The d . t .  has  "Why does th e  Creed a d d . . . " .  T h is ,  however, i s  an a l t e r a t i 
on o f  th e  t e x t .

2) See Note 2 under N o.35. The c o n te x t  r e q u i r e s  "So t h a t " .
3) We fo l lo w  th e  G which le a v e s  th e  "so rro w s"  ( d . t . )  o u t .
4) "and w ho lly  com fort m y se lf"  i n  p . t .  was ta k e n  from th e  D, which i s  a 

com bina tion  o f  th e  G and th e  L. The G, however, does n o t  have t h i s  p h ra 
s e .

5) We fo l lo w  th e  G, w h i le  th e  p . t .  and th e  d . t .  fo l lo w  th e  L and th e  D.
6) "and a g o n ie s"  as  i n  th e  d . t .  i s  n o t  i n  G.
7) G h a s :" a u c h  an s e i n e r  s e e le n " .

LORD'S DAY 17

45.Q. How does Christ's resurrection benefit us?

A. First, by his resurrection He has conquered death, 
so that He could make us share in the righteousness 
He obtained for us by his death.
Second, we too are raised up by his power to a new l i f e .  
Third, Christ's resurrection is a sure pledge to us 
of our blessed 1) resurrection.

1) " g lo r io u s "  i n  th e  d . t .  i s  fo l lo w in g  th e  L. We fo l lo w  th e  G ( " s e l i g e n " ) .
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46.Q. How do you understand
Be a s c e n d e d  i n t o  h ea ven  ?

A. That Christ was taken up from the earth into heaven 
in the sight of his disciples ,  
arid that He is  there for our good 
until He comes again to judge the living and the dead.

47.Q. Is Christ then not with us until the end of the world, 
as He has promised us?

A. Christ is true man and true God.
In his human nature He is no longer on earth, 
but in his divinity, majesty, grace and Spirit ,
He is never absent from us.

48.Q. But are the two natures in Christ 
not separated from each other 
i f  his human nature is not present 
wherever his divinity is?

A. Not at a l l ,
for his divinity is without limits and everywhere present. 
So i t  must follow
that his divinity is indeed beyond the human nature 
which He has taken on
and yet in spite of this is within i t  as well, 
and remains personally united with i t .

49.Q. How does Christ's ascension into heaven benefit us?

A. First , that 1) He is  our Advocate in heaven before his Father. 
Second, that 1) we have our flesh in heaven 
as a sure pledge, that He, our Head, 
will also take us, his members, up to Himself.
Third, that 1) He sends us his Spirit as a guarantee, 
by whose power we seek the things that are above, 
where Christ i s ,  seated at the right hand of God, 
and not the thinns ■‘■bat. are on earth

1) See N o ,35 Note 2.
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50.Q. Why is there added, and sits  at the right hand of God?

A. Christ ascended into heaven
to reveal Himself there as Head of his Christian Church. 
Through Him the Father governs all things.
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51.Q. How does this glory of Christ, our Head, benefit us?

A. First, that by his Holy Spirit  
He pours out the heavenly g i f ts  
upon us, his members.
Second, that by his power He protects and preserves us 
against all enemies.

52.Q. What comfort is  i t  to you
that Christ shall come to .judge the living and the dead ?

A. That 1) in all my sorrow and persecution, 
with uplifted head, 2)
I wait from heaven 
for the very same Judge
who has already 3) submitted Himself to the judgment of God 
for my sake,
and has removed all the curse from me.
For He will cast all his and my enemies 
into everlasting condemnation, 
but will take me and all his chosen ones 
to Himself into the heavenly joy and glory.

1) See N o.35 Note 2.
2) The p h ra se  "w ith  u p l i f t e d  head" in c lu d e s  more th a n  " w i th  e a g e r  lo n g in g '  

( th e  d . t . )  o r  " e a g e r l y " .  T h e re fo re  i t  sh o u ld  be t r a n s l a t e d  l i t e r a l l y .
3) A ccord ing  to  th e  G ( " z u v o r" ) .

CONCERNING GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

LORD'S DAY 20

53.Q. What do you believe concerning the Holy Spirit ?

A. First, that 1) He is eternal 2) God 
together with the Father and the Son.
Second, that 1) He is also given to me, 
to make me share by a true faith  
in Christ and all his benefits,  
to comfort me,
and to remain with me forever.

1) See N o .35 Note 2.
2) The d . t .  used th e  L a t in  " v e ru s " .  The G om its  t h i s .

LORD'S DAY 21

54.Q. What do you believe concerning the holy catholic Church?

A. That 1) the Son of God
gathers, defends, and preserves for Himself
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a congregation 2) chosen to everlasting l i f e ,
out of the whole 3) human race,
from the beginning of the world to i t s  end.
He does this through his Spirit and Word 
in the unity of true faith.
I am and forever will remain 
a living member of this congregation.

1) The d . t .  has " I  b e l i e v e  t h a t ” . S in c e ,  however, th e  c a t e c h i s m c la s s -  and 
s c h o o lp u p i l s  a r e  supposed  to  l e a r n  th e  q u e s t io n  as  w e l l ,  we d ec id ed  ag 
a i n s t  t h i s  change o f  th e  t e x t .

2) The G has  "gem ein".
3) The d . t .  fo l lo w s  th e  P r o v i s io n a l  T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  CRC. O ther  r e c e n t  

t r a n s l a t i o n s , however, m a in ta in  "w hole" ,  which i s  e a s i e r .

55.Q, What do you understand by the communion o f saints ?

A. First,  that the believers 
one and a l1,
as members, have communion with the Lord Christ 
and share all his treasures and g i f t s .
Second, that every one ought to know 1) that he is bound
to use his g i f t s  readily and cheerfully
for the benefit and salvation 2) of the other members.

1) The d . t .  has  o m i t te d  t h i s .  The G has  " s i c h  s c h u ld ig  w is se n  s o i l " .
2) The t r a n s l a t i o n  " f o r  th e  s e r v i c e  and b e n e f i t "  i n  th e  d . t .  i s  too  f r e e  

f o r  th e  G "zu n u tz  und h e i l " .

56.Q. What do you believe concerning the forgiveness o f sins ?

A. That, 1) because of Christ's satisfaction,
God will no longer remember any of my sins 
nor the 2) sinful nature
against which I have to struggle all my l i f e ;
but out of grace grants me the righteousness of Christ,
so that I will never come into judgment again.

1) See No,35 Note 2
2) The G has  "d e r  sü n d l ic h e n  a r t " .  U n like  p . t .  and d . t .  ("my ) we t r a n s l a  

t e d  by " th e " .

57.Q. How does the resurrection of the flesh  1) comfort you?

A. That 2) not only 3) immediately after this l i f e  
shall my soul be taken up to Christ, i t s  4) Head, 
but also 3) that this my flesh,  
raised by the power of Christ, 
shall be reunited with my soul 
and made like Christ's glorious body.
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1) See N o.23 Note 1.
2) See N o.35 Note 2.
3) U n like  th e  d . t .  we m a in ta in  th e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  s e n te n c e  

t h a t  has  "n o t  o n ly  -  b u t  a l s o " .
4) The o r i g i n a l  has " i t s  Head" (" jrem  h a u p t" )  , and n o t  "my" - a s  th e  d . t .  

h a s .

58.Q. How doos the article, of the life  everlasting comfort you? 1)

A. That, 2) since I now already feel in my heart 
the beginning of everlasting 3) joy,  
after this l i f e  I shall possess perfect blessedness, 
such as eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard.
neither have entered into the heart of man3 4) 
in which to praise God forever.

1) The G has  in  No’ s 57 and 5 8 :"Was t r 8 s t  d i c h . . . " .
2) See N o.35 Note 2.
3) See N o .l  Note 11.
4) The d . t .  based  i t s  t r a n s l a t i o n  on th e  RSV, we qu o te  th e  KJV.
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59.Q. But how does i t  help 1) you 
that you believe all this?

A. That in Christ I am righteous before God, 
and an heir té l i f e  everlasting.

1) The G has  " h i l f f t " .  C onseq u en tly ,  to g e th e r  w i th  T o rran ce  and M i l l e r -  
O ste rh av en ,  we t r a n s l a t e  by "does  i t  h e l p " .

60.0. How are you righteous before God?

A. Only by a true faith in Jesus Christ.
Although my conscience accuses me
that I have grievously sinned
against all the commandments of God,
and have kept none of them,
and that I am s t i l l  inclined to all e v i l ,
yet God,
without any merit of my own, 
out of sheer 1) grace, 
grants and imputes 2) to me
the perfect satisfaction, righteousness and holiness of Christ, 
as i f  I had never committed nor had 3) any sin 4 ) ,  
and as i f  I had accomplished all the obedience 
whicy Christ has done 5) for me.
This benefit I receive only
i f  I accept i t  with a believing heart.

1) See N o .21 Note 9 .  The d . t .  t r a n s l a t e d  by " s h e e r  g ra c e  i n  N o .21. Why 
n o t  he re?
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2) We p r e f e r  th e  word " im putes"  -w hich a l s o  T o rrance  and M i l l e r - O s t e r h a -  
ven have -  above " e r e d i t s "  ( " P r o v i s i o n a l  T r a n s l a t i o n " ) , o r  any o th e r  
modern term  becau se  " im p u ta t io n "  i s  a key-word i n  our Reformed c o n fe s 
s i o n a l  language .

3) This  o rd e r  becau se  th e  G has  "begangen noch g e h a b t" .
4) In  our o p in io n  t h i s  i s  b e t t e r  th a n  "a s i n g l e  s in "  i n  th e  d . t .  The G 

has  " n ie  k e in e  stind".
5) The G has  " g e l e i s t e t " .
6) The d . t .  has  s p l i t  up th e  se n te n c e  a l a  "H attem ". We fa v o u r  r e c a s t i n g  

th e  long answer i n t o  s h o r t e r  s e n te n c e s ,  s in c e  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  
c a s e .  However, we o b je c t  a g a i n s t  th e  l a s t  l i n e :  "T his  way th e  b i b l i c 
a l  " i f "  ( e . g . i n  Exodus 19:5 and L e v i t i c u s  26:15) o f  th e  " c o n d i t io n o f  
th e  covenan t"  i s  l o s t .  We have k e p t  th e  c o n d i t io n .

61.Q. Why do you say
that you are righteous only by faith?

A. Not that I please God
because of the worthiness of my faith,
for only the satisfaction, righteousness and holiness of Christ
are my righteousness before God,
and because I can accept 1)
and make this righteousness my own
in no other way than by faith only.

1) See N o.20 Note 3.
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62.0. Why can our good works not be 
our righteousness before God, 
or at least 1) a part of it?

A. Because i f  the righteousness
is to stand 2) before God's judgment 3)
i t  must be absolutely perfect
and in complete agreement with the law of God,
and because 4) even our best works in this l i f e
are all imperfect and stained with sin.

1) See th e  d . t .
2) The G has  "b e s te h e n  s o i l ” .
3) "Judgment.'' i s  mort-, a c t i v e  th a n  th e  ^ .ta t  .i. ' .
4) We i n s e r t  "b ecause"  f o r  c l a r i t y ' s  s ak e .

63.Q. But do our good works merit nothing, 1) 
even though God promises to reward them 
in this l i f e  and in the l i f e  to come? 2)

A. This reward is not given because of merit 
but out of grace.

1) For th e  sake o f  m em oriza tion  i t  i s  b e t t e r  n o t  to  have two s u c c e s iv e  
q u e s t i o n s .

2) The G h as  "vnd z u k ü n f f t ig e n  le b e n " .  The t r a n s l a t i o n  in  th e  d . t .  " in
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t h i s  l i f e  and th e  n e x t"  may have been  d e r iv e d  from Hymn 62 :2  b u t  i s  
i n c o r r e c t .

64.Q. Does not this teaching 1) make people 2) 
careless and wicked? 3)

A. No, for i t  is impossible
that those who are incorporated into Christ 
by a true faith
should not bring forth fruits of thankfulness.

1) Compare " th e  te a c h in g s  o f  C h r i s t " , " t h e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  a p o s t l e s " .  
"T each ing"  in c lu d e s  more a c t i o n  th an  " d o c t r i n e "

2) T o g e th e r  w i th  th e  d . t .  we i n s e r t e d  "p eo p le"  i n  acc o rd an ce  w i th  th e  
L and th e  G. The D has  no o b je c t  h e r e .

3) "P ro fa n e"  i n  th e  p . t .  has  a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  meaning to d a y .

CONCERNING TEE HOLY SACRAMENTS
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65.Q. Since then faith alone makes us share in Christ 1) 
and all his benefits,  
where does this faith come from?

A. The Holy Spirit 2) 
works i t  in our hearts 
by the preaching of the gospel, 
and strengthens i t
by the use 3) of the holy sacraments.

1) See N o.45 Note 2.
2) The G has  "Der h e i l i g  G e is t  w ürck t d e n s e lb e n " .
3) The d . t .  has  "our  u s e " ,  which i s  n o t  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  o r i g i n a l .

66..Q.What are sacraments?

A. Sacraments are 1) holy, v isible  signs and seals ,  
instituted by God, 
in order that by their 2' use 
He may give us a better  understanding 
and may seal to us 
the promise of the gospel.
This 3) is the promise of the gospel 
that God 4) out of grace grants us 
forgiveness of sins and everlasting l i f e  
because of the one sacrif ice of Christ 
finished on the cross.

1) The G has  "Es s e in d " .  We, however, fo l lo w  th e  p . t .
2) See N o.65 Note 3.
3) We fo l lo w  th e  d . t ,  i n  b eg in n in g  a new s e n te n c e  h e r e .
4) C onsequen tly  " e r "  i n  th e  G müst be t r a n s l a t e d  by "God” to  make good

s e n s e .
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67.Q. Are then both the Word and the sacraments designed 
to focus our faith
on the sacrif ice of Jesus Christ on the cross 
as the only ground of our salvation?

A. Yes, for the Holy Spirit teaches us in the gospel 
and assures us by the sacraments 
that our entire salvation is based on 
the one sacrif ice of Christ 
made for us on the cross.

58.0. How many sacraments has Christ instituted  
in the New Testament? 1)

A. Two, holy baptism and the holy supper.

1) The G has  "T es tam en t" .  The d . t . f o l l o w s  th e  L and th e  D, " c o v e n a n t" .

CONCERNING HOLY BAPTISM
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69.Q. How are you 1) reminded and assured by holy baptism 
that the one sacrifice of Christ on the cross 
benefits you?

A. In this maimer: 2)
that 3) Christ has instituted ■’ * ' 
this outward washing with water 
and has promised by this
that I am as surely washed with his blood and Spirit
from the uncleanness of my soul,
that i s ,  from all my sins,
as I am washed outwardly with water,
which is used 4 ) to remove the dirt from the body.

1) The G has  "wie w i r s t u " .
2) The G has  "A lso" .
3) See N o.45 Note 1.
4) The d . t .  has  "which ta k e s  away". T h is ,  however, e l im i n a t e s  th e  verb  

" p f l e g t "  from th e  G.

70.0. What, does i t  mean
to be washed with Christ's blood and Spirit?

A. It means to have forgiveness of sins from God, 
out of grace, for the sake of Christ's blood 
which He poured out for us 
in his sacrifice on the cross.
It also means to be renewed by the Holy Spirit  
and sanctified to be a member 1) of Christ, 
so that more and more we die unto sin,  
and lead a holy and blameless l i f e .
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1) The G has  h e re  "zu einem G lie d  C h r i s t i " ,  which s t r e s s e s  th e  i n d i v i d u 
a l  b e l i e v e r ’s p o s i t i o n .

71.Q. Where has Christ promised
that we are washed with his blood and Spirit 
as surely as we are washed with the water of baptism?

A. In the institution of baptism, which reads:
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 1);
he that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; 2)
but he that believeth not
shall be damned. 2)
This promise is also repeated 
where Scripture calls  baptism 
the washing of regeneration 2) 
and the washing away of sins. 2)

1) While fo l lo w in g  th e  AV. we changed th e  a r c h a ic  " G h o s t" in to  " S p i r i t "
2) The G does n o t  have th e  r e s p e c t i v e  r e f e r e n c e s  Matthew 2 8 :19 ;  Mark 

16:16; T i tu s  3 :5 ;  and A cts  22:16 in  th e  t e x t ,  as  th e  d . t .  has  -w hich 
fo llo w ed  th e  D.
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72.Q. Does then the outward washing i t s e l f  
wash away our sins?

A. No.Only the blood of Christ and the Holy Spirit  
cleanse us from all sins.

73.Q. Why then does the Holy Spirit call baptism
the washing of regeneration 
and the washing away of sins?

A. God does not speak this way without weighty reasons. 1)
Not only 2) does He want to teach us by this
that, just as the dirt of the body is taken away by water,
so our sins are removed by Christ's blood and Spirit .
But more especial ly 2) He wants to assure us 
by this divine pledge and sign
that we are as truly cleansed spiritually  from our s ins,  
as we are washed bodily with water.

1) U n like  th e  d . t .  we fo l lo w  th e  G a s  c l o s e l y  as  p o s s i b l e .
2) As in  N o .21 we m a in ta in e d  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  "no t o n l y . . . B u t  e s p e c i a l 

l y " .

74.Q. Should infants also be baptized?

A. Yes, for they 1) as well as adults
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belong to God;s covenant and his congregation.
The redemption from sin in Christas blood
and the Holy Spirit who works faith
are promised to them no less than to the adults.
Therefore 2) they must be incorporated into the Christian Church
by baptism, as sign of the covenant,
and distinguished from the children of the unbelievers.
This was done in the Old Testament 3) by circumcision,
in place of which baptism was instituted in the New Testament. 3)

1) We fo l lo w  th e  G.
2) T o g e th e r  w ith  th e  d . t .  we s p l i t  up th e  long  s e n te n c e  i n t o  f o u r .
3) The G has  "T es tam en t” and n o t  " c o v e n a n t" ,  a s  th e  d . t .  h a s .

CONCERNING RHE HOLY SJJPPER OF JESUS CHRIST
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75.0. How are you 1) reminded and assured by the holy supper 
that you share in Christ's one sacrif ice on the cross 
and in all his treasures?

A. In the following manner:
That Christ has commanded me and all believers 
to eat of this broken bread 
and to drink of this cup 
in remembrance of Him.
He has promised by this
f i r s t ,  that his body was offered and broken 
and his blood poured for me on the cross, 
as certainly as I see with my eyes 
the bread of the Lord broken for me 
and the cup given to me; 
and second, that He himself
nourishes and refreshes my soul to everlasting l i f e  

1 with his crucified body and shed blood,
as certainly as I receive from the hand of His servant
and taste with my mouth
the bread and the cup of the Lord
which were given to me
as sure signs of the body and blood of Christ.

1) A gain , as  in  N o.69, we fo l lo w  h e re  th e  G. Not " th e  h o ly  su p p e r"  i s  
th e  s u b j e c t  of th e  s e n te n c e  b u t  "you"

76.Q. What does i t  mean, to eat the crucified body of Christ 
and to drink his shed blood?

A. Not only does i t  mean
to accept all the sufferings and the death of Christ 
with a believing heart
and by i t  to receive forgiveness of sins and everlasting 1) l i f e .  
But also to be so 2) united more and more with his sacred body 
through the Holy Spirit ,  who l ives both in Christ and in us, 
that 2) , although Christ is in heaven and we are on earth,



we are yet flesh of his flesh and bone of his bones3 
and we l ive and are governed for ever by one Spirit ,  
just as the parts of our 3) body are by one soul.

1) See N o .1 Note 11.
2) We a l s o  m a in ta in e d  rh e  c o n s t r u c t io n  " s o . . . t h a t . . . " .
3) The G has " v n se r  l e i h s ' !.

77.Q.Where has Christ promised
that He will as surely nourish and refresh the believers
with his body and soul
as they eat of this broken bread
and drink of this cup?

A. In the institution of the Lord's Supper which reads:
the Lord. Jesus
the same night in which He icas betrayed 
took bread:
and when He had given thanks 
He brake i t ,  and said:
Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: 
this do in remembrance of Me.
After the same manner also He took the cup, 

when He had supped, saying,
Tjis cup is the new testament in my blood: 
this do ye, as often as ye djrink i t ,  
in remembrance of Me.
For as often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord’s death 
t i l l  He come.
This promise is also repeated by Paul 
where he says:
The cup of blessing which we bless,
is i t  not the communion of the blood of Christ?
The bread, which we break,
is iv not the communion of the body of Christ?
For we being many are one bread, and one body: 
for we are a ll pai'takers of that one bread.
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78.0. Are then i) the bread and wine changed 
into the real body and blood of Christ?

A.No, but just as 2) the water of baptism 
is not changed into the blood of Christ, 
and is not the washing away of sins i t s e l f ,  
but is only i t s  divine sign and pledge, 
neither H0es the holy bread in the Lord's Supper 3) 
become the body of Chr'st i t s e l f  , 
although i t  is called Christ's body
in accordance with the nature and use of the sacraments. 4)
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1) The G has  "denn" , which we t r a n s l a t e ,  j u s t  a s  we d id  i n  N o .72.
2) We m a in ta in  th e  s t r u c t u r e  of th e  s e n te n c e  as  i t  i s  i n  th e  G.
3) The G has  " a l s o  w i r d t  auch des h e i l i g  b ro d t  im Abendmal".
4) The d . t .  h as  " in  agreem ent w i th  th e  n a t u r e  o f  sac ram en ts  and th e  

way th e  Holy S p i r i t  speaks about them", which i s  i n  acc o rd an ce  w ith  
th e  L. We fo llo w ed  th e  G.

79.Q. Then why does Christ call the bread his body 
and the cup his blood 
or the new testament in his blood 
and why does Paul also speak
of \a communion of the body and blood of Christ?

A. Christ does not speak in this way without weighty reasons. 1)
Not only 2) does He want to teach us by this
that just as bread and wine sustain us in this temporal l i f e ,
so his crucified body and shed blood
are the true food and drink of our souls to everlasting 3) l i f e .
But more especially .  He wants to assure us 2) 
by this v is ible  sign and pledge,
that 4) as certainly we share in his true body and blood
as we receive these holy signs
with our mouth in remembrance of Him.
Also that 4) all his sufferings and obedience 
are as certainly our own 
as i f  we ourselves had personally suffered 
and made full payment 5) in our own persons.

1) See No 73, Note 1.
2) See N o .73, Note 2.
3) See No.1 Note 11.
4) We l e f t  ou t th e  words " f i r s t "  and " se co n d ” which were i n s e r t e d  in  

th e  d . t .
5) The G has  “vnnd genüg g e th a n " ,  which canno t be l i t e r a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d .
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80.Q. What difference is there
between the Lord's supper and the popish mass?

A. The Lord's supper t e s t i f i e s  to us
that 1) we have complete forgivenss of all our sins 
through the one sacrif ice  of Jesus Christ, 
which He himself finished on the cross 
once for a l l .
Also, that through the Holy Spirit  
we are incorporated into Christ, 
who with his true body is now in heaven 
at the r igh t‘hand of the Father, 
where He wants to be 2) worshiped.
But the mass teaches
that 1) the living and the dead
do not have forgiveness of sins
through the sufferings of Christ
unless Christ 3) is s t i l l  offered daily for them
by the priests;
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and that Christ is bodily present
in the form of bread and wine,
and therefore must be worshiped in them.
Therefore the mass is basically
nothing but a denial of the one sacrifice
and suffering of Christ,
and an accursed idolatry.

1) See N o.79 Note 4.
2) The G has  "vnd d a s e lb  w i l  a n g e b e t t e t  werden "
3) The G .has " C h r i s tu s " .

81.0. Who are to come to the table of the Lord? 1)

A. Those who are displeased 2) with themselves 
because of their s ins,  
but who yet trust 
that these are forgiven them, 
and that their remaining weakness 
is covered by the suffering and death of Christ; 
who also desire more and more to strengthen their faith 
and to amend their l i f e .
But those who do not repent
and the hypocrites 3)
eat and drink judgment themselves.

1) The G has  "Welche s o l l e n  zu dem T isc h e  des H erren  kommen?". The p . t  
has  "For whom i s  th e  L o rd 's  Supper i n s t i t u t e d ? " ,  which i s  a t r a n s l a  
t i o n  from th e  D.

2) The d „ t .  has  " t r u l y  d i s p le a s e d "  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  L ( " q u i  v e r e  d o l -  
e n t " ) .

3) This  i s  th e  o rd e r  i n  th e  G, w h i le  th e  p . t .  and th e  d . t .  d e r iv e d  
t h e i r s  from th e  L and th e  D.

82.Q. Are they also to be admitted to this supper 1) 
who by their confession and l i f e  show 
that they are unbelieving and ungodly?

A. No, for then the covenant of God would be profaned 
and his wrath provoked against the whole congregation. 
Therefore, according to the command of Christ and his apostles,  
the Christian Church is duty bound 
to exclude such persons 
by the off ice  of the keys 2) 
until they amend their l ives .

1) The G has  "zu diesem Abendmal".
2) The G has  "das amt de r  S c h lü s s e l " .
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83.Q. What is the off ice  of the keys? 1)

A. The preaching of the holy gospel 
and church discipline.
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g' these two the Kingdom of heaven 
is opened to believers 
and closed to unbelievers.

1) See N o .82 Note 2.

84.0. How is the Kingdom of heaven opened and closed 
by the preaching of the holy gospel?

A. In the following manner:
that, according to the command of Christ,
i t  is proclaimed and tes t i f ied  publicly
to the believers, one and a i l ,
that Rod has really forgiven all their sins
for the sake of Christ’s merits,
as often as they accept the promise of the gospel
by true faith; 1)
and on the other hand 2)
to the unbelievers and hypocrites
that the wrath of God and everlasting 3) condemnation 
rest onothem
as long as they do not repent.
According to this witness of the gospel 
God will judge
both in this l i f e  and in the l i f e  to come.

1) See N o.60 and N o.64.
2) The G has  "Vnd herw iderum b".
3) See N o .l  Note 11.

85.Q. How is the Kingdom of heaven closed and opened 
by church discipline?

A. In the following manner:
that, according to the command of Christ,
persons who bear the Christian name 1)
but profess unchristian teachings
or l ive  an unchristian l i f e  1),
are f i r s t  2) repeatedly and brotherly admonished.
Then 2),  i f  they do not give up
their errors ov their offensive l ives  3),
they are reported to the church,
that i s ,  to those who have been appointed
by the church for this .  4)
And i f  they also do not heed their admonitions, 
they are by the der.ial of the holy sacraments 
excluded by them from the Christian congregation, 
and by God himself from the Kingdom of Christ.
But they are again received 
as members of Ccrist and of the church 
when they promise and show real amendment.

1) We have t r a n s l a t e d  th e  G more l i t e r a l l y  th a n  th e  d . t . d i d .
2) For c l a r i t y ' s  sake we s p l i t  up th e  long  s e n te n c e  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l , a t  

th e  same tim e i n s e r t i n g  th e  words " f i r s t "  and " th e n " .
3) The G has  " l a s t e r n "  i n  th e  se n se  of p rovok ing  o ffenaes. Compare th e
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L ( " f l a g i t i i s " )  and th e  D ( " s c h a n d e l i j k  l e v e n " ) .
4) The d . t .  h as  a l t e r e d  th e  t e x t  by t r a n s l a t i n g  " th e y  a r e  r e p o r te d  to  

th e  e l d e r s  o f  th e  c h u rc h " .  T h is  a l t e r a t i o n  damages th e  harmony betw 
een th e  Catechism  and th e  Form f o r  th e  O rd in a t io n  o f  E l d e r s .  The G 
" o d e r  denen" has  th e  a p p o s i t i v e  f o r c e ,  to  be re n d e re d  in  E n g l is h  by 
" t h a t  i s " ,  and i s  n o t  th e  d i s j u n c t i v e  " o r " .

THE THIRD PART : CONCERNING OUR THANKFULNESS
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86. Q. Since then we are delivered from our misery
by grace 2) through Christ 
without any merit of our own, 
why must we 3) do good works?

A. Because Christ,
having redeemed us with his blood,
also renews us by his Holy Spirit  4)
according to his own image,
so that with our whole l i f e
we may show ourselves thankful to God
for his benefits 5),
and that He may be praised 6) by us.
Further, that we ourselves 7)
may be assured of our faith by i ts  fruits ,
and that by. our Godly walk
we 8) may win our neighbours-also for Christ.

1) " D e liv e re d "  i s  r e t a i n e d  to  g iv e - a  c o n s i s t e t t  t r a n s l a t i o n .
2) The G does n o t  in c lu d e  " a lo n e "  a f t e r  " g r a c e " ,  though th e  L d o es .
3) N e i th e r  th e  G no r  th e  L in c lu d e s  " y e t " .
4) The d . t .  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  "H oly", p ro p a b ly  b a s in g  i t  on th e  L t e x t  

whioh om its  i t .  However, th e  G in c lu d e s  i t .
5) The G "W ohlta t"  can mean b l e s s i n g ,  b e n e f i t ,  k in d n e ss  o r  f a v o u r .  I t  

i s  a m a t t e r  of p r e f e r e n c e .  We u se  th e  p l u r a l  s in c e  th e  s i n g u l a r  does 
n o t  sound p ro p e r  in  E n g l is h .  In  t h i s  we fo l lo w  th e  L ( " b e n e f i c i i s " ~  
p l u r a l ) .

6) "G e p r ie sen "  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  by " p r a i s e d "  and n o t  " g l o r i f i e d "  ( d . t . ) .  
The L ( " c e l e b r e t u r " )  can be re n d e re d  by " p r a i s e d "  a s  w e l l .  The N.D. 
has  " g e p re z e n " .

7) The G " b e i  uns s e l b s t "  i s  h a rd  to  t r a n s l a t e .  I t  seems b e s t  to  fo l lo w  
th e  d . t .  ("we o u r s e lv e s ” ) .

8) The d . t .  r i g h t l y  made "we" and n o t  "ou r  n e ig h b o u rs "  th e  s u b j e c t  (Gs 
"w ir  . . .  gewinnen" and L :"  l u c r i f a c i a m u s " ) .

87. Q. Can those then 1) be saved
who do not turn to God
from their ungrateful and impenitent 2) walk of l i fe?  3)

A. By no means.
Scripture says
that no 4) unchaste person, idolater, adulterer, 
th ie f ,  greedy person, drunkard, 
slanderer, robber and the like  
shall 5) inherit the Kingdom of God.
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LORD1

88.Q.

AM •

89. Q. 

A.

90.Q.

A.

1) The d . t .  o m it te d  " th e n "  (G "denn" , and L " i g i t u r " ) .
2) " U n b u z fe r t ig e n "  means im p e n i t e n t ,  n o t  to  make amends, n o t  to  be sorS  

r y .  " Im p e n i te n t"  r e n d e r s  i t  b e t t e r  th a n  " w ic k e t" .
3) The G "Wandel" r e f e r s  to  a w a lk /  way o f  l i f e .  The d . t .  has  o n ly  " l i 

f e "  which i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t .
4) The G has  "Kein unkeuscher"  (L "nec im p u d ic i ,  n e c . . . " ) .  The n e g a t i 

ve b e lo n g s  to  th e  nouns, n o t  to  th e  v e rb ,  as  th e  d . t .  s u g g e s t s .
5) We u s e  " s h a l l "  f o r  em phasis .
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Of how many parts 1)
does the true repentance
or conversion of man 2) consist?

Two parts 3) :
the dying of the old 4)
and the raising up 5) of the new man 6).

1) " P a r t s "  i n s t e a d  o f  " a s p e c t s "  (as  in  th e  d . t . )  f o r  G "s tU cken” and 
L " p a r t i b u s " .

2) The G om its  " to  God" w h ile  th e  L in c lu d e s  i t .  Our mandate was to  
fo l lo w  th e  G.

3) The G r e p e a t s  " p a r t s "  w h i le  th e  L om its  b o th  words "(tw o p a r t s " ) .
4) The G and L sim ply  have th e  a d j e c t i v e ,  s u p p ly in g  th e  noun ("man") 

a f t e r  th e  second a d j e c t i v e .
5) The G " a u fe r s te h u n g "  ( r e s u r r e c t i o n )  and th e  L " v i v i f i c a t i o n e "  in v o l-  

ve th e  p ro c e s s  P au l d e s c r ib e s  i n  E phes ians  2 . 5 , 6  f o r  exam ple. We 
p r e f e r  " r a i s i n g  up" i n s t e a d  o f  "coming to  l i f e "  s in c e  th e  l a t t e r  can 
g iv e  th e  m is tak en  id e a  t h a t  t h i s  l i f e  j u s t  'c o m e s ' .  The form er 
b r in g s  ou t th e  S p i r i t ' s  work i n  man b e t t e r .

6) The d . t .  u se s  " n a tu r e "  i n s t e a d  o f  "man". S ince  th e  G u ses  "menschen* 
and P au l u ses  "an th ro p o n "  (man) in  E phes ians  4 : 2 4 ,  we a l s o  s tu c k  to  
"man". I t  a l s o  a p t l y  d e s c r ib e s  th e  com pléte  changeover .

What is the dying of the old man?

Heartfelt sorrow for sin 1)
and more and more to hate and f lee  from them.

1) The G om its  th e  c l a u s e  found in  th e  L, "quod p e c c a t i s  t u i s  Deum o f -  
f e n d e r i s "  ( t h a t  we have o ffen d ed  God by our s i n s ) .  We fo l lo w ed  th e  
d i r e c t i v e s  o f  Synod 1971, A r t i c l e  3 3 ,Recommendations lb  : " i n  c lo s e  
adherence  to  th e  o r i g i n a l  German".

What is the raising up of the new man?

To have heartfelt joy in God through Christ 
and to have l)  love and delight 
to l ive  according to the will of God 
in all good works.

1) We k e p t  t #  t h e  G which h as  "haben" ( to  have) a t  t h i s  p o i n t .



91. Q. But what are good works?

A. Only those which are done out of true faith,  
in accordance with the law of God, 
and to his glory,
and not those based on our own opinions 
or human laws. 1)

1) The G " S a tz u n g "  ( c h a r t e r ,  o r d i n a n c e ,  p r e c e p t ,  r u l e ,  law ) c o u ld  by 
e x t e n s i o n  mean " t r a d i t i o n " ,  w hich  would n i c e l y  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  J e s u s ’ 
w ords i n  M atthew  1 5 :1 - 6 ,  q u o te d  i n  t h e  p r o o f t e x t s .  S t r i c t l y  s p e a k 
i n g ,  ho w ev er ,  a n o t h e r  German noun i s  u s u a l l y  u s e d  f o r  " t r a d i t i o n " .  
However, t h e  L " t r a d i t a "  would  j u s t i f y  " t r a d i t i o n " .

QQ̂ QEÊ ltJQ_i_THE_LAW_Or_GOV 
LORD'S DAY 3d

92. Q. What is the law of the LORD? 1)

A. God spoke all these words:
I  am the LORD thy God,
which have brought thee o u t o f  the 'land o f  Egypt, 
out o f  the house o f  bondage.

The F ir s t  Commandment: 2)
Thou s h a lt  have no o ther gods before tie.

The Second Commandment:
Thou s h a lt  n o t make unto thee a graven image,
nor any liken ess  o f  any th ing
th a t i s  in  heaven above,
or th a t i s  in  the earth  beneath,
or th a t i s  in  the water under the eojrth:
thou s h a lt  no t bow down t t h y s e l f  unto them,
nor serve  them:
fo r  I  the LORD thy God am a jea lo u s  God, 
v i s i t in g  the in iq u ity  o f  the fa th e rs  upon the c h ild ren , 
upon the th ir d  and, upon the fo u r th  generation  
o f  them th a t hate Me,
and showing lovingkindness unto thousands 
o f  them th a t love Me 
and keep my commandments.

The Third, Commandment:
Thou s h a lt  no t take  
the name o f  the LORD thy God in  vain: 
fo r  the LORD w i l l  no t hold him g u i l t le s s  
th a t ta ke th  h is  name in  va in .

The Fourth Commandment:
Remember the sabbath day, 
to  keep i t  holy.
S ix  days s h a lt  thou labour,
and do a l l  thy work ;

but the  seven th  do.y i s  a sabbath
unto the LORD thy God:
in  i t  thou s h a lt  no t do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
thy m an-servant, nor thy m aid-servant,
nor thy c a t t le ,
nor thy s tranger th a t i s  w ith in  thy ga tes:



fo r  in  s ix  days the LORD made heaven and earthy
the  seas and a l l  th a t in  them i s s
and r e s te d  the seventh  day:
wherefore the LORD b lessed  the sabbath days
and hallowed i t .

The F if th  Commandment:
Honour thy fa th e r  and thy mother3 
th a t thy days may be long
in  the land which the LORD thy God g iv e th  thee.

The S ix th  Commandment:
Thou sha.lt no t k i l l „

The Seventh Commandment:
Thou sha.lt no t commit adu ltery .

The Eighth Commandment:
Thou ‘sho.lt not s te a l .

The Ninth Commandment:
Thou sha.lt no t bear fa ls e  w itness  
aga in st thy neighbour.

The Tenth Commandment:
Thou s h a lt  not covet thy neighbour’s house, 
thou s h a lt  no t covet thy neighbour’s w ife s 
nor h is  man-servantj nor h is  m aid-servant3 
nor h is  ox3 nor h is  a ssy 
nor anything th a t i s  thy neighbour's.

93.0. How are these commandments divided?

A. Into two tables. 1)
The f i r s t  has four commandments 
and teaches us
how we ought to l ive  in relation to  Sod.
The second has six commandments
and teaches us
what we owe our neighbour.

1) The G " T a f e l n "  (L " t a b u l a s " )  s h o u ld  be  p r o p e r l y  t r a n s l a t e d  by " t a b l 
e s ’1 o r  " t a b l e t s "  and n o t  " p a r t s "  ( d . t . ) ,  even  th o u g h  t h e  l a t t e r  be  
more c o r r e c t  from  a t h e o l o g i c a l  v i e w p o in t .

94.0. What does the LORD 1) require in the f i r s t  commandment?

A. That,
at the risk of losing my soul's salvation,  
and blessedness 2),
I avoid and f lee
all idolatry, magic arts 3),  superstitious rites 4),  
prayers to saints or other creatures.
Further,
that I rightly acknowledge the only true God,5)
trust in Him alone,
expect all good from Him alone 6)
with all humility and patience,
and love, fear, and honour Him
with my whole heart:
so, that I forsake 7) all creatures
rather than to do the least thing against his w i l l .



1) The G h a s  " d e r  H e r r " ( t h e  LORD), w h a le  t h e  L u s e s  "D eus1" (God) .
2) The d . t . ( " T h a t  f o r  my l i f e ’ s s a k e " )  i s  weak h e r e .  The G h a s  " b e i  

V e r l i e r e n  m e in e r  S e e le n  H e i l  und S e l i g k e i t " ,  w h ich  we r e n d e r e d  ab o 
v e .  The p . t .  f o l lo w e d  t h e  L i t  s e e m s : "quam m ih i  c a r e  e s t  s a l u s  a n i~  
mae m e a e " (a s  much a s  I  lo v e  my s o u l ' s  s a l v a t i o n ) .

3) F o r  " Z a u b e r e i"  (G) and "m a g iam "(L ) .
4) F o r  " a b e r g l a u b i s c h e  s e g e n "  ( s u p e r s t i t i o u s  s a y in g s  o r  s o o t h - s a y i n g s  

o r  c h a n t s )  i n  G and " i n c a n t a t i o n e m ,  s u p e r s t i t i o n e m "  i n  L. We f o l l o 
wed t h e  d . t . ,  b u t  d e l e t e d  " s o r c e r y "  ( d . t . )  w h ich  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  in  
t h e  G.

5) F o r  t h e  G " e rk e n n e n "  (come to  know) conveys  a d i f f e r e n t  i d e a .  "Ack
now ledge"  would b e  b e s t .

6) In  t h e  G t h e  v e rb  " s u b m i t"  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  th o u g h  i t  i s  i n  L ( " s u b i -  
i c i a m " ) .

7) "U eb e rg eb e"  can be  t r a n s l a t e d  by " s u r r e n d e r " ,  " f o r s a k e "  o r  " g iv e  
u p " .  The d . t .  u s e s  " g iv e  up a l l  c r e a t u r e s " .  We p r e f e r  to  s t a y  w i t h  
t h e  p . t . ( " f o r s a k e " ) .

95.0. What is idolatry?

A. To invent or to have something else  
in which to place our trust 
instead of ,  or in addition to 1) 
the only true God
who has revealed himself in his Word.

1) We r e p l a c e  " . . . o r  b e s i d e . . . ” by " o r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o . . . " .

LORD’S DAY 35 1)

96.0. What does God require in the second commandment?

A. That wo do not make
an image of God in any way,
not worship Him in any other manner
than He has commanded in his Word.

1) I n  t h e  G L o r d ' s  Day 35 b e g in s  a t  q u e s t i o n  95 . We f o l l o w  t h e  t r a d i t i 
o n a l  d i v i s i o n .

97.0. May we then not make any image at all?

A. God cannot and may not
be visibly portrayed 1} in any way.
Creatures may be portrayed 1), 
but God forbids us 
to make or have any image of them 
in order to worship them 
or to serve God by them.

1) The d . t .  u s e s  t h i s  i n s t e a d  o f  ’" r e p r e s e n t e d " .  T h is  i s  a goo d ,  d e s c r i p 
t i v e  v e rb  w hich  a d m i r a b ly  t r a n s l a t e s  " a b g e b i l d e t "  and " e f f i n g i " .
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But may images not be allowed in the churches 1) 
as 'books for the la ity'?

No,'for we should not be wiser than God,
God does not want his people taught by 2) dumb idols,  
but by the living preaching of his Word.

1) " T o l e r a t e d "  ( p . t . a n d  d . t . )  i s  more d i f f i c u l t  th a n  " a l lo w e d "  w hich  
h a s  t h e  same m ean ing .

2) "By" ( p . t . )  i s  enough ("by  means o f " ,  d . t . ) .
3) "G o tzen"  (G) r e f e r s  to  i d o l s ,  w h i l e  " G o tz e n b i ld "  r e f e r s  to  t h e i r  

im a g e s .  S in c e  t h e  G h a s  " G o tz e n " ,  we u se d  " i d o l s "  and n o t  " im a g e s"  
( p . t .  and d . t . ) .  The L " s i m u l a c r i s ” would c a l l  f o r  " im a g e s " .
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What does the third commandment require? 1)

That we do not 2)
blaspheme or abuse the name of God 
by cursing, perjury or unnecessary oaths, 
nor share in such horrible sins 
by being s i len t  bystanders. 3)
In short,
we must use the holy name of God 
only with fear and reverence, 
so that we may rightly confess Him, 
call upon Him,
and praise Him in all our words and works.4)

1) The G "was w i l  d a s  d r i t t  G e b o t t? "  demands an  a c t i v e  and n o t  a  p a s s !  
v e  v e r b .

2) A l th o u g h  t h e  G h a s  " d a s  w i r  n i c h t  a l l e i n . . . "  ( t h a t  we n o t  o n ly  do 
n o t . . . )  and t h e  L ”u t  non so lu m " ,  t h e  d . t . ,  by d i v i d i n g  t h e  answ er  
i n t o  two s e n t e n c e s ,  had  t o  a v o id  t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n .

3) The d . t .  n e a t l y  com bines  t h e  G " s t i l l s c h w e i g e n ” and " z u s e h e n "  i n t o  
" s i l e n t  b y s t a n d e r s " .

4) See N ote  6 on N o .86.

Is then the blaspheming of God's name
by cursing and swearing
such a grievous sin
that God is angry also with those
who do not help to 1) prevent and forbid i t
as much as they can?

Yes, indeed; 2) 
for no sin is greater 
or provokes God's anger 3) more 
than the blaspheming of his name.
That is why He commanded i t  
to be punished with death.

1) We i n s e r t  " t o "
2) The G " j a  f r e i l i c h "  and t h e  L " c e r t e  g rav is s im u m "  come o u t  more p ro  

nounced  i n  " y e s ,  in d e e d "  t h a n  i n  " c e r t a i n l y " .
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3) I f  t h e  d . t .  u s e s  " a n g r y ” f o r  " z i i r n e t "  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e n  c o n s i s t 

ency  demands " a n g e r "  f o r  " e r z U r n e t "  h e r e .  However, i t  seems t h e  d . t .  
a s  t h e  p . t .  u s u a l l y  d o e s ,  f o l lo w e d  t h e  L w hich  h a s  " s u c c e n s e a t " ( b e  
a n g r y ,  r a g e )  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  and " g r a v i u s  o f f e n d a t "  ( s e r i o u s l y  o f f 
ended)  i n  t h e  a n sw e r .
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101.Q. But may we swear an oath by the name of God 
in a Godly manner? 1)

A. Yes,
when the government demands i t  of i t s  subjects,
or when necessity requires i t ,
in order to uphold and promote loyalty 2)
and truth for God's glory
and for our neighbour's good. 3)
Such oath-taking is based on God’s Word 
and the saints in the Old and New Testament 
have for that reason rightly used i t .

1) The d . t .  r i g h t l y  o m its  " n o t "  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n .
2) " L o y a l t y ” i s  s im p l e r  th a n  " f i d e l i t y "  and means t h e  same.
3) The G " H e i l "  c a n  i n  t h i s  c a s e  b e  t r a n s l a t e d  by t h e  more n e u t r a l  word 

"g o o d " .

102.0. May we also 1) swear by saints 
or other creatures?

A. No,
for a lawful oath is a calling upon God
in order that He 2)
who alone knows 3) the heart 4),
will t e s t i fy  5) to the truth
and punish me i f  I swear fa lse ly .
No creature is worthy of such honour.

1 )

2 )

3)

4)
5)

The d . t .  f o l lo w e d  t h e  L w hich  o m its  " a l s o " .  The p . t .  f o l l o w e d  t h e  G 
w hich  i n c l u d e s  " a u c h " .
The G i n c l u d e s  " . . . d a s s  e r . . . "  and t h e  L " . . . q u a  p e t i t u r ,  u t  i s . . . "  
The p . t .  and d . t .  o m it  t h i s .
The d . t .  r i g h t l y  t r a n s l a t e d  " H e rz e n s k u n d ig e r " (G )  by "He who k n o w e  
t h e  h e a r t " .  The p . t . ( " S e a r c h e r  o f  h e a r t s " )  f o l l o w s  t h e  L ( "c o rd iu m  
i n s p e c t o r " ) .
T h is  c l a u s e  b e lo n g s  to  "He" and n o t  t o  "God" ( u n l i k e  d . t . ) .
" Z e u g n is  geben"  means " t o  b e a r  w i t n e s s  t o " ,  " t o  w i t n e s s " ,  o r  " t o  
t e s t i f y " .  We o p t  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  d . t .  ( " c o n f i r m  
t r u t h " )  h e r e .
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103.Q. What does God require
in the fourth commandment?



40

A. First,
that the off ice  of preaching 1) 
and the schools be maintained, 
and that I ,
especially on the day of rest 2),
dil igently attend the church of God
to learn 3) God's Word,
to use the holy sacraments,
to call publicly on the LORD 4),
and to give Christian offerings for the poor.
Second,
that all the days of my l i f e
I rest from my evil words,
le t  the LORD 4) work in my by his Spirit 5),
and so begin the eternal sabbath
in this l i f e .

1) The G " P r e d ig ta m t"  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  p r e a c h i n g .  The D r i g h t l y  
r e n d e r s  i t  " p re d ik a m b t" .  The d . t .  f o l l o w s  t h e  L, " m i n i s t e r i u m  e v a n g e -  
lii" ( m i n i s t r y / p r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  g o s p e l ) .  E v o to  Synod i  1971 A r t i c l e  
83 we a d h e re  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  G by t r a n s l a t i n g  i t ,  " o f f i c e  o f  
p r e a c h i n g " .

2) The G s im p ly  h a s  "am F e i e r t a g "  (on t h e  day o f  r e s t / o n  t h e  F e i s t  day )  
The L r e a d s  " u tq u e  ego cum a l i i s ,  turn p r a e c i p u e  f e s t i s  d i e b u s  s t u d i -  
o s e  c o e tu s  d i v in o s  g re q u e n tem ” (and  t h a t  I  a lo n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  e s p e c i 
a l l y  t h e n  on t h e  f e a s t  d ay s  d i l i g e n t l y  a t t e n d  t h e  d i v i n e  m e e t i n g s ) . 
N e i t h e r  t h e  G n o r  t h e  L have  " t h e  S a b b a th ,  t h a t  i s . . . " .  The p . t .  and 
t h e  d . t .  f o l l o w  t h e  Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  D a th en u s  ( 1 5 6 6 ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,
e v o to  Synod i 1971 we a d h e re  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  G (and  t h e  L i n  t h i s  c a 
s e )  and o m it  t h e  p h r a s e ,  " t h e  S a b b a t h , t h a t  i s , . . " .

3) The G h a s  " l e r n e n " .  The d . t .  f o l l o w s  t h e  L " a u d i a m " ( h e a r ) .
4) :LORD" i s  u se d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a s  t h e  name o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t  God (G : 

"HERREN").
5) The G o m its  "H oly"  though  t h e  L i n c l u d e s  i t .
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104.0. What does God require in the f i f th  commandment?

A. That I 1) show 2)
all honour, love and faithfulness 3) 
to my father and mother
and to all those placed 4) in authority over me,
submit myself with due obedience
to their good instruction and discipline 5),
and also have patience with their weaknesses 6),
since i t  is God's will
to govern us by their hand.

1) The G u s e s  t h e  s i n g u l a r  b u t  t h e  L t h e  p l u r a l  ( " w e " ) .
2) The d . t .  h a s  " r e n d e r "  w hich  i s  somewhat wooden. "To show h o n o u r"  i s  

s im p l e r  and means t h e  same.
3) H ere  t h e  same word a s  i n  N o .101 i s  u se d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  T h e re  we 

t r a n s l a t e d  by " l o y a l t y " .  H e re ,  ho w ev er ,  " f a i t h f u l n e s s " i s  p r e f e r a b l e .
4) We i n s e r t  " p la c e d "  s i n c e  t h e  G ( " v o r g e s e t z t  s i n d " )  demands i t , t h o u g h  

t h e  L o m its  i t .
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5) " D i s c i p l i n e ” r e n d e r s  " s t r a f f "  and " c a s t a g i o n i "  b e s t .
6) The G o m its  "and  s h o r t c o m i n g s / f a i l i n g s " ,  th o u g h  t h e  L i n c l u d e s  i t  

( " v i t i a  e t  m o r e s " ) .
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105. Q. What does God require in the sixth commandment?

A. That I do not dishonour, hate, insult 1) or kil l  rn.y neighbour 
either in thoughts, by words or gestures, 
and much less by the deed i t s e l f ,  
whether personally or by another.
Rather, I am to put away 
all desire for revenge.
I am not to harm
or recklessly to endanger muself either.
For this reason the government hears the sword 
in order to prevent mureder. 2)

1) The G " b e l e i d i g e n ” meansL w rong , o f f e n d ,  i n s u l t ,  o r  s h o c k .  We p r e 
f e r  " i n s u l t "  to  " i n j u r e "  w hich  a s  a more p h y s i c a l  m ea n in g .

2) E v o to  Synodi 1971 A r t i c l e  83 , we h a v e  r e c a s t  t h e  answ er  i n t o  s h o r t  
s e n t e n c e s .

106. Q. But does this commandment speak
only of killing?

A. In 1) forbidding murder 
God teaches us
that He hates the root of murder, 
such as envy, hatred, anger, 
and desire for revenge, 
and that He regards all thse 
as morder. 2)

1) E n g l i s h  a s k s  f o r  " i n "  and n o t  "by"  j u d g in g  by - th e  v a r i o u s  t r a n s l a 
t i o n s  .

2) The G h a s  " h e i m l i c h e r  T o d t s c h l a g "  ( h i d d e n / s e c r e t  m u r d e r ) .  We p r e f e r  
t h e  L and t h e  D w hich  om it  " s e c r e t " ,  s i n c e  t h e  l a t t e r  conveys  t h e  
wrong i d e a .

107. Q. Is i t  not enough then
that we do not kil l  our neighbour 
in any such way?

A. No,
for when God condemns 1) envy, hatred and anger,
He commands us
to love our neighbour as ourselves,
to show patience, peace, gentleness, mercy and friendliness 
toward him,
to protect him from harm
as much as we can,
and to do good even to cur enemies.



1) The G "verdamm t" i s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  " f o r b i d s "  ( " v e r b i e t e n "  i n  t h e  G)
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108.Q. What does the seventh commandment require? 1)

A.That all unchastity is cursed by God 2).
We must therefore detest i t  from the heart 3), 
and l ive chastely and modestly 4),  
both within and outside holy marriage.

1) The G h a s  "Was w i l l  d a s . . . " .  " R e q u i r e "  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t e a c h  
t h e r e f o r e .

2) The G " v e r m a l e d e i e t "  i s  a s t r o n g  e x p r e s s i o n .  "Condemn" i s  to o  weak
3) "From t h e  h e a r t "  i s  good i d i o m a t i c  E n g l i s h  and h a s  more f l a v o u r  to  

i t  t h a n  " th o r o u g h ly "  w h ich  means t h e  same.
4) The G u s e s  a d v e rb s  and n o t  a d j e c t i v e s .  T h e re  i s  no n e e d  t o  u s e  

" l i v e s " .  M oreovers " m o d e s t ly "  i s  s i m p l e r  t h a n  t h e  r a r e l y  u s e d  "con  
t i n e n t "  w h ich  c r e a t e s  wrong p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  s t u d e n t s ’ m inds!

109.Q. Does God in this commandment forbid 
nothing more than adultery 
and similar shameful acts? 1)

A. Since both our body and soul 2) 
are a temple of the Holy Spirit ,  
i t  is God's will that we keep both 4) pure and holy.
Therefore He forbids 
al 1 unchaste acts 5), 
gestures, words, 
thoughts, desires,
and whatever may tempt 6) men 7) to them. 8)

1) The G h a s  "E heb ruch  und d e r g l e i c h e n  S c h a n d e n " .  The d . t .  w ro n g ly  
com bines  them . The G "S chanden"  means " sh a m e " , " s h a m e fu l  a c t ” , " d i s 
g r a c e " ,  o r  " d i s h o n o u r " .  I t  d o es  n o t  i n v o lv e  a q u a n t i t a t i v e  e le m e n t  
( " g r o s s "  i n  t h e  p . t . )  a s  th o u g h  s e x  s i n s  a r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  o t h e r s .  
The d . t .  u s e s  " s c a n d a lo u s "  w h ich  i s  c l e a r  b u t  h a r d  f o r  s t u d e n t s .

2) The d . t .  o v e r lo o k e d  "and  s o u l "  *"und S e e le "  i n  t h e  G ) .
3) Our p r e s e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n  u s e s  " b o th  t e m p le s "  w h i l e  t h e  G h a s  " ( e i n )  

T e m p e l" .
4) The d . t .  u s e s  " i t "  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  G "b te id e" .
5) We p r e f e r  t o  t r a n s l a t e  " t h a t e n ” by  " a c t s "  and n o t  " a c t i o n s "
6) "Tempt" i s  s im p l e r  t h a n  " e n t i c e " .
7) "Men” f o r  "Menschen" i n  t h e  G.
8) "To them" i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  a r c h a i c  " t h e r e t o " .
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110.Q. What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?

A. God 1) forbids
not only the 2) theft  and robbery 
which the government punishes 3).
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He also regards as theft
all wicked schemes and practices
such as false weights and other false measures,
deceptive merchandising,
counterfeit money,
excessive interest ,
or any other means 4) forbidden by God 5),
whereby we seek to defraud 6) our neighbour of his goods 7),
either by force or by a show of right.
God also regards 8) as theft  
all greed
and all waste 9) of his g i f t s .

1) The G s t a r t s  w i t h  " H e . . "  b u t  s i n c e  we r e f e r  t o  "God" tw ic e  i n  t h e  
se co n d  s e n t e n c e  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  u s e  "God" once  i n  e a c h  s e n t e n c e .

2) The G s t r e s s e s  " t h e ” ( " d e n " )  t h e f t  and r o b b e r y  w h ic h  t h e  governm en t  
p u n i s h e s .  The d . t . ' s  " o u t r i g h t "  h a s  no b a s i s  i n  t h e  G.

3) The d . t .  o v e r lo o k e d  th e  c l a u s e  "w e lc h e  d i e  O b r i g k e i t  s t r a f t "  (w hich  
t h e  goverm en t p u n i s h e s )  w hich  m o d i f i e s  " t h e f t  and r o b b e r y " .

4) S in c e  t h e  G o b v i o u s l y  w a n ts  t h i s  l i s t  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s i n s  t o  r e f e r  
to  "w icked  schem es and p r a c t i c e s "  and n o t  t o  "show o f  r i g h t " ,  we 
p l a c e d  i t  n e x t  to  w hat i t  m o d i f i e s .

5) The d . t .  o m i t t e d  t h i s .
6) " D e f ra u d "  n i c e l y  t r a n s l a t e s  "an  uns  zu b r i n g e n " .
7) The d . t .  o m i t s  "NMchsten G u t " .
8) I n  o r d e r  t o  have  a n o th e r  in d e p e n d e n t  s e n t e n c e  we h a v e  to  s u p p ly  a  

v e r b .  We, how ever ,  s h o u ld  n o t  i n v e n t  one ( e . g .  "condem n” ) b u t  r e 
p e a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  o n e ( " r e g a r d s  a s  t h e f t " )  to  w h ich  t h i s  s e n t e n c e
b e l o n g s .

9) We t r a n s l a t e  t h e  G " u n m itz e  V erschw endung" s im p ly  by " w a s t e " ,  s i n 
ce  we f e e l  t h a t  t h e  word " u s e l e s s "  i s  r e d u n d e n t .

l l l .Q .  But what does God require of you 
in this commandment?

A. That I promote 1) my neighbour!s good 
wherever I can and may, 
deal with 2) him
as I would like others to deal with me, 
and work faithfully
so that I may be able to help the poor in their need.

1) "P rom ote"  i s  more common t h a n  " f u r t h e r " .
2) The d . t .  h a s  " t r e a t ” w hich  o f t e n  r e f e r s  to  a t t i t u d e  w h i l e  " d e a l  

w i th "  ( t h e  G :"g eg en  ih n  a l s o  h a n d e l t e " )  i s  more i n c l u s i v e  and i s  
a b u s i n e s s - t e r m  i n  k e e p in g  w i t h  t h i s  commandment, d e a l i n g  w i t h  
p o s s e s s i o n s  and p r o p e r t y .
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112.0. What does the ninth commandment require?

A. That I not te s t i fy  fa lse ly  against anyone, 
twist no one's words, 
do not gossip or slander, 
nor condemn or join in condemning



anyone l ightly  and unheard.
Rather, that I avoid all lyirig'and deceit
as the devil 's  own words 2)
under penalty of God's heavy wrath. 3)
In judicial and all other dealings 4)
I am to love the truth,
speak and confess i t  honestly,
and do what I can
to defend and promote
my neighbour's honour and reputation.

1) " L e i c h t l i c h "  can  be  r e n d e r e d  by " l i g h t l y "  v e r y  w e l l .  " R a s h ly "  a l 
m ost  r e p e a t s  " u n h e a r d " .

2) " E ig e n e "  i n  t h e  G r e f e r s  to  w orks p e c u l i a r  and p r o p e r  t o  t h e  d e v i l .
3) The G " b e i  schwerem G o t t e s  Zorn"  i s  h a r d  t o  t r a n s l a t e .  To f o l l o w  

t h e  G c l o s e l y  we r e n d e r e d  i t  a s  ab o v e .
4) " I n  c o u r t "  i s  to o  n a r ro w .  T h e r e f o r e  we r e t a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r a n s l a 

t i o n .

LORD'S DAY 44

113. Q. What does the tenth commandment require?

A. That not even the s l ightest  desire or thought 
contrary to any of God's commandments 
shall ever enter into our hearts.
Rather, we shall always hate all sin
with all our heart,
and delight in all righteousness.

114. Q. But can those
who are converted to God
keep these commandments perfectly?

A. No,
but in this l i f e  even the holiest  men
have only a small beginning of such an obedience.
Nevertheless, with earnest purpose
they do begin to l ive
not only according to some,
but to all the commandments of God.

115. Q. Why then does God have the ten commandments
preached so s tr ic t ly ,
since in this l i f e  no one can keep them?

A. First,
so that throughout our whole l i f e
we may more and more recognize our sinful nature, 1)
and so 2) seek
forgiveness of sins and righteousness in Christ 
the more eagerly.
Second,
so that we may constantly strive 3) 
and pray to God for the grace of the Holy Spirit  
in order that we be renewed more and more 
according to God's image,



45

until we reach the goal of perfection 
after this l i f e .

1) Compare w i th  L o r d ' s  Day 2 Q u e s t io n  3.
2) In  t h e  G " so  v i e l "  and " d e s t o "  p o i n t  t o  a r e s u l t a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n .  

The word " s o "  s u p p l i e s  t h i s .
3) The G h a s  two c l a u s e s .  The f i r s t  i s  " d a s s  w i r  ohne U n t e r l a s s  uns  

b e f l e i t z i g e n " . The d . t .  o m i t t e d  "uns  b e f l e i t z i g e n "  ( a p p ly  o u r s e l v e s
o r  s t r i v e ) .

CONCERNING PRAYER

LORD'S DAY 45

116.Q. Why is prayer necessary for Christians?

A. Because
i t  is the most important part of the thankfulness 
which God requires of us.
Moreover,
God will give his grace and the Holy S p i r i t s  
only to those 
who constantly
ask God with heartfelt  groanings 1)
for these g if ts
and thank Him for them.

1) The p . t .  h a s  " w i th  h e a r t y  s i g h i n g "  w h ich  a d h e r e s  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  G 
( " m i t  h e r t z l i c h e m  S e u f f z e n "  - w i t h  h e a r t y  s i g h i n g )  and t h e  L ( " v e r i s  
g e m i t ib u s "  -  r e a l  s i g h i n g s  o r  g r o a n i n g s ) .  However, " w i th  h. e a r  t -  
f  e 1 t  g r o a n in g s "  ( " h e a r t y  g i v e s  a wrong i d e a  i n  E n g l i s h )  i s  c l o 
s e r  t o  Romans 3 : 2 2 , 2 3  akd I I  C o r i n t h i a n s  5 : 2 , 4  t h a n  t h e  d . t . ' s  
" from  t h e  d e p th  o f  t h e i r  h e a r t " .

117.Q. What belongs to a prayer 
which pleases God 
and is heard by Him?

A. First,
we should from the heart
call upon the one true God only,
who has revealed Himself to us in his Word,
for all that He has commanded us to pray.
second,
we should thoroughly recognize our need and misery, 
so that we may humble ourselves 
before the majesty of God.
Third,
we should rest on this firm foundation, 
that although we do not deserve i t ,
God will  certainly hear our prayer 
for the sake of Christ our Lord 
as He has promised us in his Word.
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118. Q. What has God commanded us
to ask of Him?

A. All the things we need 
for  body and soul
which Christ our Lord included in the prayer 
He Himself taught us.

119. Q. What is the Lord's 1) prayer?

A. Our Father who art in heaven3 
Hallowed he thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will he done
on earth as i t  is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation3 
hut deliver us from the evil one.
For thine is the Kingdom3
and the power3
and the glory for ever.
Amen.

1) Bakhuyzen van den Brink has: f,Wie l a u t e t  d a s s e lb e " , w h ile  Schaff 
re a d s :  "Wie l a u t e t  das Gebet des H errns?" .

LORD'S DAY 46

120.Q. Why has God commanded us 
to address God as
Our Father ?

A. To awaken in us 1)
at  the very beginning of our prayer
that  ch i ld l ike  reverence and t r u s t  toward God
which ought 2) to be the basis 3) of our prayer.
Certa inly,  4)
God has become our Father through Christ ,
and will much less deny us
what we ask of Him in fa i th
than our parents
will refuse us ear th ly  things.

1) The d . t .  uses "C h ris t  w a n ts . . "  bu t t h i s  f in d s  no v a l id  b a s i s  in  
the  G, L o r D.

2) "S o i l  se in "  and "esse  d e b e t” ( in  G and L) a re  b e t t e r  rendered  by 
"ought" than "should"

3) When speaking of p ray e r  "b a s is "  seems p r e f e r a b le  to  "ground".
4) The second c lau se  ex p la in s  the  f i r s t .  "Namely"(G) s u f f e r s  from a 

la ck  of a c le a r  a n teced en t .  The L "nimirum" (undoubtedly , c e r t a i n 
ly )  su p p l ie s  a b e t t e r  t r a n s i t i o n  of though t.  Also in  t h i s  way we 
reduced the  one long sen tence  to  two s h o r te r  o n es , accord ing  to  
our mandate.
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121.Q. Why is there added
who art in heaven?

A.So that  1) we have no earthly thought 
of the heavenly majesty of God, 
and expect a l l  the things we need 
for  body and soul 
from his almighty hand.

1) The d . t .  has "Thereby C h r is t  t e a c h e s . . . " ,  bu t again  t h i s  f in d s  no 
b a s i s  in  e i t h e r  G, L or D.

LORD'S DAY 47

122.Q. What is the f i r s t  peti t ion?

A. Hallowed, he thy name.
That is:
grant us f i r s t  of all
tha t  we r igh t ly  know Thee
and sanct i fy ,  g lor ify  and praise Thee
in a l l  thy works,
in which shine forth
thy almighty power, wisdom,
goodness, righteousness,
mercy and t ru th .
Grant us also
that  we may so d i rec t  our whole l i f e ,  
thoughts, words and actions,  
tha t  thy name is not blasphemed 
because of u s ,
but honoured and praised instead.

LORD'S DAY 48

123.0. What is the second peti t ion?

A. Thy Kingdom come.
That is:
so rule 1) us by thy Word and S p i r i t  
that  we more and more 
submit ourselves to Thee. 2)
Preserve and increase thy church; 
destroy the works of the devil
and 3) every power tha t  exal ts  i t s e l f  against  Thee,
and every conspiracy planned 4)
against  thy holy Word;
until  the fulness of thy Kingdom comes
in which Thou sha l t  be all  in a l l .

1) "Rule" ( p . t . )  i s  s im pler  than "govern" ( d . t . ) .
2) The verb  i s  r e f l e x iv e .
3) "And" (" u n d a l l e  G ew alt" ) , o the rw ise  c h i ld re n  may m is taken ly  

take  t h i s  phrase  to  be in  a p p o s i t io n  to  " th e  works of the  d e v i l " .
4) "Conspiracy" i s  a s tro n g  and coloured  ren d e rin g  of "RMtschlage"



(counsel)  and " c o n s i l ia " (c o u n s e ls  or d e l i b e r a t i o n s ) .
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LORD’S DAY 49

124.Q. What is the th ird  peti t ion?

A. Thy will he done3
on earth as i t  is  in heaven.
That is:
grant tha t  we and all  men
deny our own w i l l ,
and without any back talk  1)
obey thy w i l l ,
which alone is good. 2)
Grant also 3)
tha t  everyone may carry out 
his off ice  and occupation 4) 
as 5) wil l ingly  and f a i th fu l ly  
as the angels in heaven.

1) "Widersprechen" ( the  G) and " u l lo  murmure"(the L -w ith o u t  any mur
muring) can be t r a n s l a t e d  by "w ithout c o n t r a d ic t in g "  ( d . t . )  bu t 
t h i s  i s  to  cumbersome. We p r e f e r  "back t a lk "  which i s  to  the  p o in t  
and need no t be c o l lo q u ia l .

2) The p . t ,  i s  c lo s e r  to  the  G.
3) To t r a n s l a t e  "a lso "  and "a tque"  ( the  G and the  L ) .
4) "C a ll in g "  i s  open to  m i s in t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Though i t  i s  p rope r  to  

speak of our d a i ly  jobs  as a c a l l i n g ,  y e t  " c a l l i n g ” o f te n  r e f e r s  
to  a d iv in e  summons. "B eruff"  and "munus" both  r e f e r  to  our d a i ly  
work, t r a d e ,  b u s in e s s ,  p o s i t io n ,  o f f i c e ,  o r  p ro f e s s io n .  We p r e f e r  
to  make t h i s  c l e a r  by ren d e r in g  i t  "occupa tion" .

5) The G " s o . . .w ie . . . "  and th e  L " i t a  . . .  queadmodum" means " s o . . . a s "  
" a s . . . s o _  or " a s . . a s " .  T herefore  the  e x t r a  "so" i s  s u p e r f lu o u s .

LORD’S DAY 50

125.Q. What is the fourth peti t ion?

A. Give us this d.ay our daily bread.
That is :
please provide us 1)
with a l l  our bodily needs
so tha t  we may acknowledge
tha t  Thou a r t  the only fountain of all  good,
and tha t  our care and work
and also thy g i f t s ,
cannot do us any good
without thy blessing.
Wherefore, grant
tha t  we withdraw our t ru s t
from al 1 creatures
and place i t  in Thee alone 2).

1) "W ollest vns" in  the  G i s  a re q u e s t  b e s t  expressed  in  E ng lish  by 
" p le a s e . . . " .

2) The d . t .  i s  too f r e e  he re  and so we keep to  th e  p . t .  According to



the  L "quap rcp te r  da" (on which accoun t/w herefo re  g ive  o r  g ra n t)  we 
change "and" to  "w herefore".

LORD'S DAY 51

126.Q. What is the f i f t h  peti t ion?

A. And forgive us our debts3
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
That is :
for  the sake of C hr is t ' s  blood 
place, 1) do not impute to us, 
poor 2) sinners tha t  we are, 
any of our sins 3), 
nor the evil
which s t i l l  constantly 4) clings to us,
j u s t  as we also find th is  proof 5) of thy grace in us
that  we are fu l ly  determined
wholeheartedly
to forgive our neighbour.

1 )
2 )

3)

4)
5)

See Lonrd’s Day 50 Note 1.
The G has "armen Sündern"(poor s in n e r s ) ,  th e  L has "m isserim is  
p e cc a to r ib u s"  (m iserab le  s in n e r s ) .  We p r e f e r  the  s im p le s t  word. 
"M isse th a t” (G) means " s in " ,  "misdeed", "c r im e" ,w hile  "p ecca ta"  in  
the  L i s  the  u su a l  word fo r  " s in " .  T herefore  we p r e f e r  " s in s "  abo
ve " t r a n s g r e s s io n s "  in  the  p . t .  and the  d . t .  "S in s” r e in f o r c e s
"poor s in n e r s " .
"Noch immerdar" means " s t i l l  a lw ay s?co n s tan tly "  as does "etiamnum". 
The d . t .  has "evidence" which i s  as good as "w itn e ss" .  However, i t  
i s  not s u f f i c i e n t  improvement to  w arran t a change. :P roof"  i s  simp
l e r  and to  the  p o i n t .

LORD'S DAY 52

127.Q. What is the s ixth peti t ion?

A. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one.
That is:
since 1) we are so weak in ourselves
that  we cannot stand firm 2) for a moment,
while 3) our sworn enemies
-the devil ,  the world, and our own flesh -
do not cease to attack 4) us,
therefore ,  please 5)
uphold us and make us strong 6)
by the power of thy Holy S p i r i t
tha t  we may take a firm stand 7) against  them 8),
and not go down in defeat
in th is  sp i r i tua l  war,
unt il  a t  l a s t
we obtain a complete victory. 9)

1) The G ("d iew e il" )  and th e  L("quoniam") om itted  in  th e  d . t . ,  om it
t in g  thereby  the  b u ild -u p  of though t.
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2) "Bestehen" ( in  the  L " s u b s i s te r e " )  means "s tan d  s t e a d f c t " » " w i t h 
s tan d " ,  " r e s i s t "  or "hold o n e 's  own". The idea  of a s t ru g g le  stand.fi 
behind t h i s  word and t h i s  whole answer. C h ild ren  th in k  of " s tand"  
as "ex ist" .W e p r e f e r  "s tand  firm " which would correspond n ic e ly  ; 
w ith  " tak e  a f irm  s t a n d ' l a t e r  on.
"Und dazu"(G) b u i ld  up the  thought -  "and add to  t h i s "  (L "autem"- 
m oreover). "While" renders  t h i s  w e l l ,  b u i ld in g  up the  though t.
This i s  e a s i e r  than  " a s s a u l t "  in  p . t .
See L o rd 's  Day 50 Note 1.
"S treng then"  could mean "add s t r e n g th "  w hile  "make us s t ro n g "  a t t r i 
b u te s  every th ing  to  God and i s  s im p le r .

7 )  "Take a f irm  s tand  a g a in s t  them" renders  "ihnen m8gen F es ten  Wider- 
s tand  thun"(G ), See Note 2.

8) The p . t .  has no o b je c t  h e re ,  w hile  the  d . t . ' s  "our enemies" has no 
b a s i s .  "Against t h e m "  fo r  "ihnen"(them , i . e . t h e  s w r n  enem ies).

9) "B ehalten” (G) and "obtineamus"(L) s t r e s s  more the  o b ta in in g  than 
the  winning.

3)

4)
5)
6 )

1 2 8 . How do you close 1) th is  prayer?

A. F o r  t h i n e  i s  t h e  K in g d o m 3 
a n d  t h e  p o w e r 3 
a n d  t h e  g l o r y  f o r  e v e r .
That is :
a l l  th is  we ask of Thee 
because as our King, 
who is  almighty 2)
Thou a r t  both wil ling and able
to give us a l l  tha t  is good,
and tha t  thereby not we
but thy Holy name
may be g lo r i f ied  forever. 3)

1) "C lose” i s  s im pler than "conclude".
2) "Und a l l e r  Dinge mhchtig" (G) and "oronipotens s i s " (L )  can be simply 

rendered  by "who i s  a lm ighty" .
3) We p re fe r r e d  th e  p . t .  to  the d . t .  s in ce  the  former fo llow s  th e  G 

more c lo s e ly .

129.Q. What does the l i t t l e  word Amen men? 1)

A. Amen means:
i t  is true and cer ta in .
For God has much more cer ta in ly
heard my prayer
than I feel in my heart
tha t  I desire such things of Him.

1) In  t h i s  way we t r a n s l a t e  "das WHrtlein" ( the  l i t t l e  word).

September, 1976. W. HUIZINGA
A.H.OOSTERHOFF
G.VAN RONGEN, convener.


