ADDITION TO THE REPORT ON THE REVISION OF THE CHURCH ORDER

Esteemed Brothers,

The promised submission of the text of the Revised Church Order to language
experts resulted in the following changes, none pf which is substantial but all
of which concern correct wording and/or punctuation.

ARTICLE 7. (7) Punpose and Division

Eon the. maintenance of good onden in the ChuAck oft ChAiit it is necessany
that theAe be: offices and supenvision of doctAine; assemblies; wonship,
sacncments, and cenemonies; and discipline.

These mattens wit? be dealt with in the above-mentioned oAdeA.

ARTICLE 4. {4,5) Eligibility fan the Ministny

AL

Eligibility

Only those shall be called to the office of ministen of the Wond who

1. Have been declaned eligible fan call by the Chunches =

2. Ane alneady senving in that capacity in one of the Chunches; on

3. Ane senving in one of the Chunches with which the Canadian Refanmed
Chunches maintain a sisten-chunch nelationship.

Declaned Eligible

Only those shall be declaned eligible fan call within the Chunches who

7. Have passed a pnepanatony examination by the Clcssis in which they live.
This examination shall not take place unless those pnesenting them-
selves fan it submit the documents necessany to pnove that they ane
membens in good standing of one of the Chunches and have successfully
completed a counse of study as nequined by the Chunches.

2. Senved in Chunches with which the Canadian Refanmed Chunches do not
maintain a sisten-chunch nelationship, and have been examined by the
Classis in which they live, with due obsenvance of the genenai eccle-
siastical negulations adopted fan that punpose.

3. Have been examined accenting to the nule desenibed in Anticle u.

Calling Twice

Ton a second call to the same ministen in the same vacancy the appnoval
of classis shall be nequined.

Counsellon

When a vacant Chunch extends a call, the advice of the counsellon shall
be asked.

ARTICLE 5. (4,5,10) Ondination and Installation of Ministens of the Wond

Al

Reganding those who have not senved in the ministny befane, the following

shall be obsenved :
7. They shall be ondained only aften classis has appnoved the call.

Classis shall appnove the call

a. Upon satis factony testimony concenning the soundness of doctnine and
conduct of the candidate, signed by the consistony of the Chunch to
which he belongs;



. Upon a peremptory examination of fie, candidate, by classis with sat-
isfactory results. This examination Ahad take place with the coop-
eration of deputies of the regional Aynod.

2. For the ordination they ahall Akow alAo to the conAiAtory good te sti-
monials concerning their doctrine and conduct fram the Church (es] to
which they have belonged Aince their preparatory examination.

8. Regarding thoAe who are Aerving in the ministry the following ahall be
obAerved
They ahall be inAtalled after claAAIA has approved the call.

For this approbation as well as for the installation the minister ahall

Ahow good testimonials concerning his doctrine and conduct,together with

a declaration from the consistory and fsom claSAis that he has been hon-

outatbly discharged from his service in that church and chassis.

C. For the classical approbation of a call of those who are serving in one
of the Churches with which the Canadian Reformed Churches maintain a
sister-church relationship a colloquium shall be required which will deal
especially with the doctrine and polity oft the Canadian Reformed Churches.

V. For the classical approbation of a call shall further be required a
declaration by the calling Church that the proper announcements have been
made and that the congregation has given its approval to the call.

ARTICLE 6. (6,7) Bound to a Church

No one shall serve in the ministry unless he is bound to u ce"itain Church, so
be stationed in a certain place,or to be sent out for the gathering of the
Church from among the heathen or from among those who have become estranged
from the Gospel; or is to be charged with some other special ministerial task.

ARTICLE 11. (77) Vismissal

1™ a minister of the [lord is judged unfit and incapable of serving the con-
gregation fruitfully and to its edification, without there being any reason
for Church discipline, the consistory shall not dismiss him from his ministry
without the approbation of chassis and the concurring advice of the deputies
of regional synod, and not without proper arrangements regarding ti.e support
of the minister and his family for a reasonable period of time.

IT no call is forthcoming in two years, he shall be declared released from
his ministerial status by the chassis in which he served last. He shall, how-
ever, remain eligible for call except in the case of his having entered upon
another vocation.

ARTICLE 13. (73) Retirement of Ministers

If a minister of the Word, upon reaching retirement age, does retire, or if,
according to the judgment of the consistory, with the concurring advice of
chassis and of deputies of regional synod, he is rendered incapable of per-
forming the duties of his office, he shall retain the honour and title of the
minister of the Word. He shall also retain his official bond with the Church
which he served last, and this Church shall provide honourably for his sup-
port. The same obligation exists towards a minister"s widow and/or other
dependents.
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ARTICLE 14. (14) Te.nmpoA.aAl/ Release

I a mlnisteA, became, o{ illness oa {oa otheA substantial Aeasons, nequests
a tempoAaAy Aelease {Aom his seAvice to the congAegatton, he can Aecetve the
same only with the appAoval o{ the conslstoAy and shall at all times be and
Aemaln subject to the call oft the congAegatlion.

ARTICLE 17. (77) Equality among the MinilsteAS o{ the HoAd

Among the ministens o” the HoAd equality shall be maintained with Aespect to
the duties of thelA o{{lce and In otheA matters as {aA as possible, accoAding
to the judgment o{ the conslstoAy and, I{ necessaAy, o{ classls.

ARTICLE 18. (new) MisslonaAles

Hhen minlstens of{ the HoAd one sent out as misslonaAles, they shall be and
Aemaln subject to the ChuAch OAdeA. They shall AepoAt and give account o”
thelA labouAS to the ChuAch which sent them and shall at all times Aemaln
subject to Its calling.

It shall be thelA task, In the specific Aeglon assignhed to them oa chosen

by them In consultation with the ChuAch that sent them, to pAoclalm the HoAd
o{ God, to adminilsteA the sacAaments to those who have come to the pAoSession
o{ thelA {alth, teaching them to obseAve all that ChAlst has commanded His
ChuAch, and to oAdaln eldeAS and deacons when this appeaAS feasible. accoAd-
Ing to the Aules given In the HoAd oft God.

ARTICLE 22. (23) The 0{{lce o{ EldeA

The specific duties o{ the o{{lce o{ eldeA one : togetheA with the ministeAS
o{ the HoAd, to have supeAvlislon oveA ChAlst's ChuAch, that eveAy membeA may
conduct himself pAopenly In doctAlne and li{e acconding to the Gospel; {alth-
{ully to visit the membens o{ the congAegatlon In thelA homes to com{oAX, in-
stAuct, and admonish them with the HoAd o{ God, AepAoving those who behave
ImpAopeAly. They shall exeAclse ChAistlan discipline accoAding to the command
o{ ChAlst against those who show themselves unbelieving and ungodly and Ac-
cuse to Aepent; they shall watch that the sacAaments one not pAo{aned.

They {uAtheA one to take cane, being stewaAds o{ the house o{ God, that In
the congAegatlon all things one done decently and in good onden, and to tend
the {flock o{ ChAlst which is In thelA change. Elnally It is thelA duty to
assist the minlsteAS o{ the HoAd with good counsel and advice and to supeA-
vise thelA doctAlne and conduct.

ARTICLE 23. (25) The o{{lce o{ Deacon

The specl{lc duties of{ the o{{lce o{ deacon one : to see to the good pAogAess
o{ the senvice o{ chanity In the congAegatlon; to acquaint themselves with
existing needs and dI{{lcultles, and to exhoAt the membens o{ ChAlst's body
to show meAcy; {uAtheA, to gatheA and manage the o{{enings and to distnibute
them In ChAlst’'s Name accoAding to need. They shall encounage and com{oAt
with the HoAd o{ God those who Aecelve the gl{ts o{ ChAist's love, and pAo-
mote with woAd and deed the unity and {ellowshlp In the Holy Spinit which
the congAegatlon enjoys at the table of{ the LoAd.

ARTICLE 38. (37) ConslstoAy

In all ChuAches thene shall be a conslstoAy composed o{ the ministeAS of{
the HoAd, the eldens, and the deacons, who, as a nule, shall meet at least
once a month. As a Ante, the minilsteAS o{ the HoAd shall pAeslde. I{ a

ChuAch is seAved by moAe than one ministeA, they shall pAeslde in tuAn.
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ARTICLE 40. {38) Constitution of a Consistory

In places where The consistory Is to be constituted Ilon. The flrst time on
anew, This shall be done only with The advice of classls.

ARTICLE 41. (39) Places without a Consistory

Placed whene ai yet no consistory can be constituted shall be assigned by
classls to the cane of a nelghbounlng conslstony.

ARTICLE 44. (41,42,43) Classical Meetings

The classical meetings shall consist of nelghbounlng Chunches that res-
pectively delegate, with pnopen cnedentials, a ministen and an elden, on,
IT a Chunch has no ministen, ,two eldens, at such a time and place as wene de~
tenmined by the pnevlous classls. Such meetings shall be held at least once
In thnee months, unless gneat distances render This Inadvisable, on The
convening Chunch, In consultation with the neighbouring Chunch, concludes
That no mattens have been sent In by the Chunches which would wannant the
convening of a classls. Cancellation of a classls shall, howeven, not be
permitted to occun twice In succession.

In These meetings the mInlstens shall pneslde In notation, on one shall be
chosen to pneslde; howeven. The same ministen shall not be chosen Twice In
succession.

The pnesldent shall ask whether Thene Is any matter In which The consist-
ories need The judgment and help of classls for The pnopen government O
their Chunch.

At The close of The classical and other major assemb-cles, censure shall be
exercised oven Those who In The meeting have done something worthy of
reproof, on who have scorned The admonition of The minor assemblies.

At the last classls begone regional synod delegates shall be chosen to
That synod.

Il two on more ministers are serving a Chunch, those who have not been
delegated shall have The night to attend The classical meetings In an
advisory capacity.

ARTICLE 46. [44] Church Visitors

Each yean classls shall authorize at least two of The more experienced

and able ministers to visit the Chunches In That yean, unless gneat distances
nenden This Inadvisable.

It shall be the task of These visitors to Inquire whether all things are
regulated and done In lull harmony with The Word of God, whether The of-
fice-bearers fulfill The duties of their office faithfully as they have
promised, and whether the adopted order Is being observed and maintained

In every respect; In order that they may In good time fraternally admonish
those who are found negligent In any thing, and That by their good counsel
and advice all Things may be directed towards the edification and preservat-
ion of Christ"s Church.

They shall submit a written report of Their visits to classls.

ARTICLE 47. {47) Regional Synod

Each yean some neighbouring classes shall send delegates to meet In a
regional synod. To This regional synod each classls shall delegate four
ministers and four elders. If There are Three classes, The number shall be
three ministers and Three elders; IT thene are four or more classes, the
number shall be two ministers and two eldens.
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At the dote, of, the Keglonal aA al 006 the general Aynod the time and
place ofi the next Aynod Ahall be determined and the convening Chunch ion.
that meeting appointed.

In caAe It appea/iA neceAAany to convene a regional ok genenal Aynod befane
the ‘appointed time, the convening Chunch akail determine the time and place
with the advice o the d¢ oaala .« Keglonal Aynod neApectlvely.

Kt the louAt Keglonal Aynod befane the geneKal Aynod delegates Ahall be
choAen to that geneKal Aynod.

ARTICLE 48. (49) VeputleA otf Regional Synod

Each Keglonal Aynod Ahall appoint depatleA who aKe to aAAlAt the dloaaca In
all coaca pnovide,d fan In the Chunch OKdeK, and - upon the nequeAt ofi

the claAAeA --1n coaca Of Apeclal dlfifacultieA.

TheAe depatleA Ahall keep pKopeK necond ol thelK actlonA and Aubmit a
Whitten KepoKt on them to Aynod, and, I ao KequlKed, they Ahall give
account of thelK actlonA.

They Ahall not be dlAchaKged faom thelK taAk befane and until Aynod ItA el”
dlAchanged them.

ARTICLE 54. (66) VayA o" PnayeK

In time .~ ..«. geneKal calamltleA, and othen gKeat a”lictlonA the
pKeAence of, which la lelt thKoughout the ChuncheA, a day ofi pKayen may
be pKoclaimed by the ChuncheA appointed fan that punpoAe by geneKal Aynod.

ARTICLE 55. (69) PAadmA and HMMA

In the woKAhIp AenviceA the PAamA w ill be Aung In the hhyming adopted
by genenal Aynod and the HymA appKoved by geneKal Aynod.

ARTICLE 59. (59) BaptlAm of Adultb

AdultA who have not been baptized Ahall be engrafted Into the ChhlAtlan
Chunch by holy baptlAm upon thelK public pnofieAAlon ofi fialth.

ARTICLE 63. (70) Mannlage

The conAlAtony Ahall enAune that the membeKA of the congnegatlon manny
only In the Lond, and that the minlAtenA - 8A authonlzed by the conAlAt-
ony — Aolemnlze only Auch mannlageA aA one In accondance with the liJond of
God.

The Aolemnlzatlon o0& a mannlage may take place elthen In a pnlvate cenemony
on in a public woKAhlp Aenvice. The adopted Fonm fan the Solemnization ofi
Manniage Ahall be uAed.

ARTICLE 65. (71, 72) Natune and PunpoAe

Since Chunch dlAclpllne la o& a AplAltual natune and, aA one o the keyA
of the kingdom of heaven, haA been given to the Chunch to Ahut and to

open that kingdom, the conAlAtony Ahall enAune that It la uAed to punlAh
AInA agalnAt both the punlty ofi doctnlne and the piety OWJ conduct, In onden
to neconclle the Alnnen with the Chunch and with hlA nelghboun, and to
nemove a Il ofifience out oth e Chunch ofi ChniAt — which can be done only
when the nule given by oun Land In Matthew 18:15-17 | a fallowed In
obedience.
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ARTICLE 66. (72,73, 74) Consistory Involvement

The. consistory shall not deal with any matter pertaining to purity ofa
doctrine or piety ofa lifae that is reported to it unless it has fairst
ascertained that both private admonitions and admonitions in the presence
ofa one or two witnesses have remained fruitless, or that the sin committed
is ofa a public character.

ARTICLE 67. (76, 77) Excommunication

Anyone who obstinately rejects the admonition by the consistory or who has
committed a public sin shall be suspended faran the Lord"s Supper.

IBhe continues to harden himselfa in sin, the consistory shall infaorm the
congregation ofa this by means ofpublic announcements, so that the congreg-
ation may be engaged in p-rayer and admonition, and the excommunication may
not take place without its cooperation.

In the fairst public announcement the name ofa the sinner shall not be

mentioned.
In the second public announcement — which shall be made only afater the
advice ofa classis has been obtained -- the name and address ofa the sinner

shall be mentioned.

In the third public announcement a date shall be set at which the excom-
munication ofa the sinner shall take place.

In case a non-communicant member hardens himselfa in sin, the consistory
shall in the same mannen infaorm the congregation by means ofa public

announcements.

In the fairst public announcement the name ofa the sinner shall not be
mentioned.

In the second public announcement — which shall be made only afater the
advice ofa classis has been obtained — the name and address ofa the sinner

shall be mentioned and a date shall be set at whxch the excommunication
ofa the sinner shall take place.

The time between the various announcements shall be determined by the
consistory.

ARTICLE 70. (/) Suspension and Veposition ofa Ofafaice-bearers

When ministers, elders, or deacons have committed a public or otherwise
gross sin, or refause to heed the admonitions by the consistory, they

shall be suspended farom ofafaice by the judgment ofa their own consistory and
ofa the consistory ofa the neighbouring Church. When they harden themselves in
their sin or when the sin committed is ofa such a nature that they cannot C.0n-
tinue in ofafaice, the elders and deacons shall be deposed by the judgment

ofa the above-mentioned consistories. Classis, with the concurring advice

ofa the deputies ofa regional synod, shall judge whether the ministers are to
be deposed.

ARTICLE 77. 10) Serious and Gross Sins on the Part ofa Ofafaice-bearers

As serious and gross sins which are grounds faor the suspension or deposition
ofa ofafaice-bearers the faollowing are to be mentioned particularly: faalse
doctrine or heresy, public schisms, blasphemy, simony, faaithless desertion
ofa ofafaice or intrusion upon that ofa another, perjury, adultery, faomication,
thefat, acts ofa violence, habitual drunkenness, brawling, unjustly enriching
oneselfa; and faurther all such sins and serious misdemeanours .that rate as
ground feor excommunication with respect to other members ofa the Church.
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ARTICLE 73. [81) No Loading It Ov&A OtheAb

No Ch.vA.ch phalt tn any way load it oveA othcA CkuAcheA, no o”tcc-beaACA
OVCA OthCA 0 khicJL-bCIXACAK -

In some of the above corrected articles the only thing that was changed was
a colon or comma; iIn other articles a word had to be deleted or added.

Twenty copies of these corrected articles are sent to the convening Church
for General Synod: one for each of the delegates and four spares.



