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John 3s16

ARTICLE V

The Universal amati or of the Gospel

The promise of the gospel iIs that whoever heliev/~s™in
Chri£t ~crucifie_d.”shall not perpph but have”~eternal”life,
This promise ought to he announced and proclaimed universally
and without discrimination to all peoples and to all men to
whom God i1n His good pleasure sends the gospel, together with
the command to repent and believe,

ARTICLE VI
Wh” S°Eie.JDE Not
That, however, many who have been called by the gospel
neither repent nor believe iIn Christ but perish in unbelief
does not happen because of any defect or insuffiency i1n the
sacrifice of Christ offered on the cross, but through their
own fault.

VI
Why Others DoJBelieve
ButX”~hose who truly believe and are by the death of
Christ freed from their sins and saved from perdition, this
benefit comes only through prod®s grace given to them from
eternity in Christ*God owes this grace to no one.

ARTICLE VI11

The Efficacy_of the Death of~Christ

Eor this was the most free counsel of God the Father that
the life-giving and saving efficacy of the most precious death
of His Son should extend to all the elect. It was His most
gracious will and intent to give them alone jJustifying
faith and thereby to bring them unfailingly to salvation.
This means, God willed that Christ through the blood of the
cross (by which He confirmed the new covenant) should effectu-
ally redeem out of every people, tribe, nation and tongue all
those and those only, who were from eternity chosen to sal-
vation and were given to Him by the Father. God further wil? 1
that Christ should give to them faith which, together with
other saving gifts of the EAl; Spirit, He acquired for them
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