


ARTICLE IV

A_ Twofold Outcome 

The wrath of God remains udoh those who do not believe 
this gospel. But those who receive it and embrace Jesus the 

Saviour with a true and living faith are delivered by Him 

John 3 06 from the wrath of God and from destruction, and are given 

Mark 16:16 eternal life.

ARTICLE V

The Cause of Unbelief, the Source of Faith

The cause or guilt for this unbelief, as well as for all

other sins, is by no means in God, but rather in man. Faith
� � � � � � � � �

in Jesus Christy howeverand salvation through Him,a is the 
Eph. 2:3 free gift of God, as it is written: By grace you have been

saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is 

the gift of God. Similarly, It has been granted to you that 

Phil. 1:29 for the sake of Christ you should.... believe in Him.

ARTICLE VI 

God’s Eternal Decree 

That God in time confers the gift of faith on some, and 

not on others, proceeds from His eternal decree. For all His 

works He knows from eternity, and He accomplishes all things 

Eph. 1:11 according to the counsel of His will. According to this 

decree He graciously softens the hearts of the elect, no 

matter how hard they may be, and inclines them to believe; 

those.not elected, however, He leaves in their own wickedness 

and hardness by a just judgment. And here especially is 

disclosed to us the profound, merciful and at the
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ARTICLE X

Election Based on God’s Good Pleasure 

The cause of this gracious election is only the good 

pleasure of God. This good pleasure does not consist in 

this, that out of all possible conditions God. chose certain 

qualities or actions of men as a condition for salvation, 

but in this, that out of the common mass of sinners he 

adopted certain persons to be His own possession. For it is 

written, Though they (the children) were not yet born and 

had done nothing either good or bad, and so on, she (namelyA 

:..llyll j Rebecca), was told, f The elder will serve the younger.?

: 2,3 ") As it is written, ' Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.1 Aqfl

13:48 as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

ARTICLE XI 

Election Unchangeable 

As God Himself is most wise, unchangeable, all-knowing, 

and almighty, so His election can neither be undone and 

redone, nor changed, revoked or annulled; neither can the 

elect be cast away, nor their number be diminished.

ARTICLE XII 

The Assurance of Election 

The elect in due time, though in various stages and in 

different measure, are made certain of this their eternal 

and unchangeable election to salvation. They attain this 

assurance, however, not by inquisitively prying into the 

hidden and deep things of God, but by observing in them­

selves, with spiritual joy and holy delight, the unfailing
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which God has promised to work these things in us. They 

ought not to be alarmed when reprobation is mentioned, nor 

to count themselves among the reprobate. Rather they must 

diligently continue in the use of these means, fervently 

desire a time of more abundant grace and expect it reverently 

and humbly.

Others seriously desire to be converted to God, to 

please Him only and to be delivered from the body of death. 

Yet they cannot reach that point on the way of godliness and 

faith which they would like. They should eveq less be terri­

fied by the doctrine of reprobation, since a merciful God 

has promised not to quench the smoking flax nor to break the 

bruised reed.

Still others disregard God and the Saviour Jesus 

Christ and have completely given themselves over to the 

cares of the world and the lusts of the flesh. For them 

this doctrine of reprobation is rightly fearsome as long as 

they are not seriously converted.

ARTICLE XVII 

Children of Believers Who Die in Inf'ancy

We must judge concerning the will of God from His Word, 

which declares that the children of believers are holy, not 

by nature but in virtue of the covenant of grace, in which 

they are included with their parents.

• 7 Thereforegodfearing parents ought not to doubt the

■39 election and salvation of their children whom God calls out 

7 � ��  of this life in their infancy.
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ARTICLE V
The Universal arna+i or of the Gospel

John 3s16 The promise of the gospel is that whoever heliev^s^in�

Chri£t_^crucifie_d.^shall not perpph but have^eternal^life,
This promise ought to he announced and proclaimed universally�

and without discrimination to all peoples and to all men to�

whom God in His good pleasure sends the gospel, together with�

the command to repent and believe,

ARTICLE VI
Wh^ S°Eie.JD£ Not

That, however, many who have been called by the gospel�

neither repent nor believe in Christ but perish in unbelief�

does not happen because of any defect or insuffiency in the�

sacrifice of Christ offered on the cross, but through their�

own fault.

�������� VII�

Why Others Do JBelieve
ButX^hose who truly believe and are by the death of�

Christ freed from their sins and saved from perdition, this�

benefit comes only through prod's grace given to them from�
eternity in Christ*God owes this grace to no one.

ARTICLE VIII�
The Efficacy_of the Death of^Christ

Eor this was the most free counsel of God the Father that�

the life-giving and saving efficacy of the most precious death�

of,His Son should extend to all the elect. It was His most�

gracious will and intent to give them alone justifying�

faith and thereby to bring them unfailingly to salvation.
This means, God willed that Christ through the blood of the�

cross (by which He confirmed the new covenant) should effectu­
ally redeem out of every people, tribe, nation and tongue all�
those and those only, who were from eternity chosen to sal­
vation and were given to Him by the Father. God further wil? 1�
that Christ should give to them faith which, together with�

other saving gifts of the EA1j  Spirit, He acquired for them
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penetrates into the innermost recesses of man. He opens the 
closed and softens the hard heart, circumcises that which was 
uncircumcised and instills new qualities into the will. He ma­
kes the will which was dead alive, which was bad good, which 
was unwilling willing and which was stubborn obedient. He moves 
and strenghtens it so that, like a good tree, it may be able 
to produce the fruit of good works.

ARTICLE XII 
The Divine^Character^of Regeneration.

This conversion is that regeneration, new creation, res- 
surrection from the dead, making alive, so highly spoken of in 
the Scriptures, which God works in us without us. But this 
regeneration is by no moans brought about only by outward 
preaching, by moral persuasion, or by such a mode of operation 
that, after God has done His part, it remains in the power 
of man to be regenerated or noir regenerated, converted or not 
converted. It is, however, clearly a supernatural, most power­
ful and at the same time most delightful, marvelous, mysteri­
ous and inexpressible work. 'According to Scripture, inspired 
by the Author of this work, regeneration is not inferior in 
power to creation or the ressurrection of the dead. Hence all 
those in whose hearts God works in this amazing way are cer­
tainly, unfailingly, and effectually regenerated and do 
actually believe. Therefore the will so renewed is not only 
acted upon and moved by God but, acted upon by God, the will 
itself also acts. Hence also man himself, is rightly said to 
believe and repent through the grace he has received,

ARTICLE XIII 
Regeneration^^ Incomprehensible

As long as they are in this life, believers cannot fully 
understand the way in which God does this work. Meanwhile, 
however, it is enough for them to know and experience that 
by this grace of God they believe with the heart and love 
their Saviour.







FIFTH HEAD OP DOCTRINE 
THE PERSEVERANCE^OF THE SAINTS

ARTICLE I
The Regenerate^N£t_Free f:r£Hi^Indwe 11 ing Sin

Those whom, according to His purpose God calls into the 
fellowship of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and regenerates 
by His Holy Spirit, He certainly sets free from the dominion 
and slavery of sin, but not entirely in this life from the 

Rom,7s24 flesh and from the body of sin.

ARTICLE II 
Daily_ Sins^of Weakness

Therefore daily sins of weakness spring up and defects 
cling to even the best works of the saints. These are for them 
a constant reason to humble themselves before God, to flee to 
the crucified Christ, to put the flesh to death more and more 
through the Spirit of prayer and by holy exercises of godliness, 
and to long for the goal of perfection until at last, deliver*- - 
from this body of death, they reign with the Lamb of God in 
heaven,

ARTICLE III 
God Preserve^ Hi£ Own

Because of these remains of indwelling sin and also because 
the temptations of the world and of satan, those who have been 
converted could not persevere in that grace, if left to their 
own streng.th. But God is faithful, who mercifully confirms them 
in {the . grace once conferred upon them and powerfully preser­
ves them in that grace to the end,

ARTICLE IV 
Saints^ Ma£ Fall^int^ Serious Sins

The power of God whereby He confirms and preserves true 
believers in grace is so great that it cannot be conquered by 
the flesh yet the converted are not always so led and moved by 
God that they cannot in certain particular actions turn aside 
through their own fault from the guidance of grace and be







have in this world the solid comfort of obtaining the victo­
ry and this unfailing pledge of eternal glory, they would be 
of all men the most miserable.

ARTICLE XI
This>aAssurancei_jN£t^Always Pelt

Scripture meanwhile testifies that believers in this life 
have to struggle with various doubts of the flesh and, placed 
under severe temptation, do not always feel this full assu­
rance of faith and certainty of persevering. But God, the 

ICor,1Q:13 father of all comfort, will not let them to be tempted beyond 
their strength, but with the temptation will also provide the 

way of escape and by the Holy Spirit again revive^in them the 
certainty of persevering.

ARTICLE XII 
ThiswAssurance_I)£es_ Not Lead^to Complacency

So far, however, is this certainty of perseverance from 
making true believers proud and complacent that, on the con­
trary, it is the true root of humility, childlike reverence, 
genuine^ godliness, patience in every conflict, fervent pray­
ers, constancy in the cross and in the confession of the truth, 
and lasting joy in God. further, the consideration of this 
benefit is for them an incentive to the serious and constant 
practice of gratitude and good works, as is evident from the 
testimonies of Scripture and the examples of the saints.

ARTICLE XIII 
This^Aysurance^Doe^ Not Lead^to Carelessness

This renewed confidence does not produce carelessness or 
neglect of godliness^ in those who have been restored after 
the fall; rather it renders them more careful and diligent 
to discern the w ays of the Lord so that by walking in them 

Eph#2:l0 they may retain the certainty of persevering. They do this 
lest, because of their abuse of His fatherly goodness, the 
reconciled God should again turn away from them His face,
( the contemplation of which is to the godly sweeter than 
life, and the withdrawal of it more bitter than death) and 
they should fall into more severe torments of soul.
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Error:

Refutation:

4

Election to faith depended on the condition that man 
should use the light of nature properly, and that he be 
piousj humble5 meek and fit for eternal life.

If this were true, election would depend on man. This 
smells of the teaching of Pelagius and is in open conflict 
with the teaching of the apostle in Ephesians 2: 3-9, 
Among these we all once lived in the pas.s_io_ns of our
fleshyjfo ojft ng, t'he.desires, of body, and mind,, and so
we were by nature children of wraths like thet rest of 
mankind.. . But God, who is rich in mercy, out of I-Iis great. 
love, with ..which. He loved us, even, when..we, were dead 
through our trespasses., made us alive together , with 
Christ ̂ by .faith. y_on _.h,avei been saved*).,, and, _ra_is_e_d us. up 
with Him,, and made, us. sit with Him in the heavenly places
in.Christ.. Jesus.,. tlia;b in the coming ages. He..mig.ht. show
the. immea.sura.bTe_..riches, of His. .grace., in. _ki_nd.ne.ss. toward
us in. Christ .Jesus,. ...For.by jgr.ac.e_, you have, been. ...save.d~
ttrough faith.;. ..and, .this is., not.your, own dicing, it. .is the
gift of God - not because_o,works, lest any man should 
boast o

5 o

Incomplete and non-decisive election of specific persons 
to salvation took place on the ground of foreseen faith, 
conversion, holiness and godliness, which either began 
or continued for some time,,
Complete and decisive election,, however, occurrrd because 
of foreseen perseverance in faith, conversion, holiness 
and godliness till the end.
This is the gracious and evangelical ’worthiness because 
of which the person who is chosen, is more worthy than 
the one who is not chosen. Therefore faith, obedience 
of faith, holiness, godliness and perseverance are not 
fruits of unchangeable election to glory. They are 
necessary conditions and causes required and foreseen as 
accomplished in those who would be fully elected.

This error militates against the entire Scripture which 
constantly impresses upon us: election is not because., of.
works, but because, of His call, Rom. 9: 11; and as many" 
lsu5_ ...^eroalIjife_.be lievecL, Acts 13: 48;
He chos.e us. in. Him before the foundation of the, .world.,, 
that we should., be lioly. and, blame less* Eph, 1: 4;
you did not, choose. Me,. but. choose you. John 1*5: 16; 
but if it is by grace, it is no longer on the, b!$pis, of 
works; otherwise grace would, no. longer^ be graceV Rom.
11: 6 ; In..this, is. love.,, not., that, we..loved. God but..that.
He loved us and sent I-iis Son. I John 4: 10.
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Having explained the true doctrine of the corruption of man and his 
conversion to God, Synod rejects the following errors:

1.

Error: It is improper to say that original sin as such is 
sufficient to condemn the whole human race or to deserve 
temporal and eternal punishment.

Refutation: This contradicts the apostle, who declares: sin, came 
into the world through one man and death through sin, 
and so death spread to ail men because all men sinned, 
Rom. 5: 12. And in verse 1(T: the judgment following 
one trespass, brought condemnation. Also Rom. 5: 23: 
the wages of sin is death.

Error:

2 .

The spiritual gifts or the good qualities and virtues, 
such as goodness, holiness, righteousness could not 
belong to the will of man when he was first created, 
and can therefore not have been separated from his will 
either, when he fell.

Refutation: This error is contrary to the description of the image 
of God which the apostle gives in Eph. A: 24} when he 
connects it with righteousness and holiness, which 
undoubtedly belong to the will.

Error:

3.

In spiritual death the spiritual gifts are not separate 
from the will of man, since the will as such has never 
been corrupted but only hampered through the darkness of 
the understanding and the unorderliness of the passions. 
If these hindrances have been removed, the will can 
excert its full innate pov/er. The will is of itself 
able to will and to choose or not to will and not to 
choose all manner of good which may be presented to it.

Refutation: This is an innovation and an error, and tends to extol 
the powers of the free will, contrary to what the 
prophet Jeremiah states in chapter 17: 9. The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately corrupt.
And the apostle Paul writes: Among these (the sons of 
disobedience) we all once lived in .the, passions of_ our 
flesh, following the desires of body and' mind. Eph. *"21 3
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8 �� 21, #�*'�-'*/���"4�1�'� *'3'�'*$1'� $�&�1��.'� 2��� $*'�
,$""'&�("'..'&��0�3'*�$�&�1� *.1� $)1'*�&'" -'*$�,'� )*���
� .'*4�$�&�$)1'*�" )'/� $�&��))'*�1�� +�&�1�'� .$,* ) ,'� �)�
$�(*�%'�� .5 * 1/� �.�� 51: 19 $�&�#$11�� 5: 6.

5 .

��'� ,�**051�$�&��$10*$"� �$�� ,$�� .��2'""�0.'� 1�'� ,������
3*$,'�K2� ,��)�*�1�'� �*� � $�.� .�1�'� " 3�1� �)��$10*'L/�
�*�1�'� 3 )1.� .1 ""� "')1� � ��$)1'*�1�'� )$""/� 1�$1� �'� ,$��
3*$&0$""4�3$ ��(4�1�' *�3��&�0.'� $�3*'$1'*/� 1�$1�  ./� 1�'�
'-$�3'" ,$"� �*� .$- �3�3*$,'/� $�&� .$"-$1 ��� 1.'")�
���1� .�2$4�+�&����� .�5$*1� .��2.�� �.'")�*'$&4�1�� *'-'$"�
��* .1� 1�� $""��'�/� . �,'� �'� $&� � .1'*.�1�� $""� .0)) , '�1"4�
$�&� ')) , '�1"4�1�'� �'$�.� �','..$*4� )�*�1�'�%��2"'&3'� �)�
��* .1/� )�*� )$ 1��$�&�*'5'�1$�,'�

Both the experience of all ages and Scripture testify�
that this is untrue. He declares His worcl to. J.ac_o.b_i-. His�
statutes and ordinance’s F1(F'Israel / M���V� has, not dealt�
rhus with any other nation*; they do njotT know, his, ordi-�
nances, Ps. 147: 19? 20, In past, generations I-Ie. allowed�
all. tlie_ nat ip ns to walk in their own ways.,. Act’s 14: lT.
And Paul and his companions were forbidden by, the. Holy�
Spirit, to. speak the word in A.sia.«. And when they had�
comp .opposite Mysia^* They ~*a€temffledT'toTToTurtb BiTthynla,�
hut, the. Spirit of Jesus, jdid Tot allow, them, AcTs 16: S, 7•

���1�'� 1*0'� ,��-'*. ��� �)��$����� �'2�=0$" 1 './� 5�2'*./�
�*�3 )1.� ,$��('�  �)0.'&�(4�+�&� �1�� 1�'� 2 ""�� ��'*')�*'�
)$ 1�/� 1�*�03��2� ,��2'� $*'� ) *.1� ,��-'*1'&�$�&�(',$0.'�
�)�2� ,��2'� $*'� ,$""'&�('" '-'*./�  .� ��1� $�=0$" 14��*�
3 )1�  �)0.'&�(4�+�&�(01� ��"4�$��$,1� �)��$��� �1� ,$���1�
('� .$ &�1�� ('� $�3 )1/� 'S,'51� 2 1��*'.5',1�1�� 1�'�5�2'*�
1�� $11$ ��1�� 1� .� )$ 1��

�� .�1'$,� �3� ,��1*$& ,1.�1�'� ��"4� 	,* 510*'.�2� ,��
&',"$*'� 1�$1�+�&� �)0.'.� �'2�=0$" 1 '.� �)� )$ 1�/� �)�
�('& '�,'� $�&��)�1�'� ,��., �0.�'..� �)�� .�"�-'�  �1�� �0*�
�'$*1.�� �� 2 "" �501���6� ��$*425� �7(�5�/��$�&���2 ""�2* 1'/
 1�05���1�' */��'$*1./� ��V�� 5��� ��/� ��&�� ��2 ""� 5�0*
�$1'*� ����1�'� 1� *.14�"$�&/� $�&� .1*'$�.� ��� M1�' � &*4�3*�0�&�



�S

Error:

Refutation:

Error:

Refutation:

And: God Vs love has been, .poured, into, pur. hearts., tjiroujgh
the. Holy. .Spirit which ha's beerf given to us, Rom. � f � *. 
This also militates against the constant practice of the 
church which prays by the mouth of the prophet: Bjring
me. back that. I. max  .be. rs.stored, Jer. 31: 18.

The grace whereby we are converted to God is only a gentle 
advising. This manner of working which consists in 
advising is the most noble manner in the conversion of 
man and is most in harmony with man’s nature*. There is 
no reason why this advising grace alone should not*bring 
about the consent of the will except through this moral 
suasion. The power of the divine working surpasses the 
working of Satan, in that God promises eternal while 
Satan promises only temporal goods.

This is entirely Pelagian and contrary to the whole 
Scripture. It teaches beyond this moral suasion yet 
another, far more powerful and divine manner of the 
working of the Holy Spirit in the conversion of man:
A �	:� �	���� I :���� 6�3	� 2��� ��.� �� �	:� ������� I :���� ���  
:������ you; ��.� I :���� ���	� ���� �-�2���� -�	��� ��	� �	���  
�-� ����	� ��.� 6�3	� 2��� �� �	���� �-� -�	��� F��	��� ?@�� Q@G�

� �

In regenerating man God does not use the powers of His 
omnipotenco so as to forcefully and infallibly bend man's 
will to faith and conversion. Even if all the works of 
grace have been accomplished which God employs to convert 
man and even if God intends his regeneration and wills to 
regenerate him, man may yet so resist God and the Holy 
Spirit and indeed often does so resist that he entirely 
prevents his regeneration. It therefore remains in man’s 
power to be regenerated or not.

This is nothing less than the denial of all the efficiency 
of God's grace in our conversion, and the subjecting of 
the working of Almighty God to the will of man. It is 
contrary to the apostles who teach that we believe 
according to the, working; of. his, .great might. Eph. 1: 19, 
pray that our God may fulfil every' gop'd resolve and work 
of faith, by. his, power, 2 Thess. 1: 11, and declare that 
ifiV^divine power, has granted to us all things that, .pertain 
*tcT l i fe , and, ̂ od.line.s.s, �  Pet. 1 : "$. "

*be sufficient to make the natural man spiritual. Indeed, 
God does not
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