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THE CANONS OF DORT
The third of our doctrinal standards is the Canons of Dort, also called the Five 

Articles Against the Remonstrants. These are statements of doctrine adopted by the 
great Reformed Synod of Dort in 1618-1619. This Synod had an international dimen
sion, since it was not only composed of the delegates of the Reformed Churches of the 
Netherlands but also attended by twenty-seven representatives of foreign churches.

The Synod of Dort was held in view of the serious disturbance in the Reformed 
Churches caused by the rise and spread of Arminianism. Arminius, a theological pro
fessor at the University of Leyden, and his followers departed from the Reformed faith 
in their teaching concerning five important points. They taught conditional election on 
the ground of foreseen faith, universal atonement, partial depravity, resistible grace, 
and the possibility of a lapse from grace. These views were rejected by the Synod, 
and the opposite views were embodied in what are now called the Canons of Dort or 
the Five Articles Against the Remonstrants. In these Canons the Synod set forth the 
Reformed doctrine on these points, namely, unconditional election, particular atone
ment, total depravity, invincible grace, and the perseverance of the saints.

Each of the Canons consists of a positive and a negative part, the former being an 
exposition of the Reformed doctrine on the subject, and the latter a repudiation of the 
corresponding Arminian error. Although in form there are only four chapters, occa
sioned by the combination of the third and fourth sections into one, we properly speak 
of five Canons, and the third chapter is always designated as Chapter lll/IV. All office
bearers of our Churches are required to subscribe to these Canons as well as to the 
Belgic Confession and the Heidelberg Catechism.

CHAPTER I
DIVINE ELECTION AND REPROBATION 
ARTICLE 1
ALL MANKIND CONDEMNABLE BEFORE GOD 

Rom 5:12 Since all men have sinned in Adam, lie under the curse, and deserve 
eternal death, God would have done no one an injustice if it had 
been His will to leave the whole human race in sin and under the 
curse, and to condemn it on account of its sin, according to these 

Rom 3:19,23 words of the apostle: t h a t ... t he w h o l e  w o r l d  m a y  b e  h e l d  a c c o u n t 

a b l e  to G o d .  All h a v e  s i n n e d  a n d  fall s h o r t  o f  t he g l o r y  o f  G o d ;  and, 
Rom 6:23 the w a g e s  o f  sin is death.
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Mk 16:16 
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ARTICLE 2
THE SENDING OF THE SON OF GOD
But in this the love of God was made manifest, that He sent His only- 
begotten Son into the world, so that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life.
ARTICLE 3
THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL
So that men may be brought to faith, God mercifully sends heralds of 
this most joyful message to whom He will and when He wills. By their 
ministry men are called to repentance and to faith in Christ crucified. 
For how are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without a preacher? And how can men 
preach unless they are sent?
ARTICLE 4
A TWOFOLD OUTCOME
The wrath of God remains upon those who do not believe this 
gospel. But those who receive it and embrace Jesus the Saviour with 
a true and living faith are delivered by Him from the wrath of God and 
from destruction, and are given eternal life.
ARTICLE 5
THE CAUSE OF UNBELIEF,
THE SOURCE OF FAITH
The cause or guilt for this unbelief, as well as for all other sins, is by 
no means in God, but rather in man. Faith in Jesus Christ and salva
tion through Him, however, is the free gift of God, as it is written: By 
grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own 
doing, it is the gift of God. Similarly, It has been granted to you that 
for the sake of Christ you should.. .  believe in Him.
ARTICLE 6
GOD'S ETERNAL DECREE
That God in time confers the gift of faith on some, and not on others, 
proceeds from His eternal decree. For He knows all His works from 
eternity, and He accomplishes all things according to the counsel of 
His will. According to this decree He graciously softens the hearts of 
the elect, no matter how hard they may be, and inclines them to 
believe; those not elected, however, He leaves in their own wicked
ness and hardness by a just judgment. And here especially is dis
closed to us the profound, merciful, and at the same time just distinc
tion between men equally worthy of condemnation, or that decree of 
election and reprobation which has been revealed in God's Word. 
Although perverse, impure, and unstable men twist this decree to 
their own destruction, it provides unspeakable comfort for holy and 
God-fearing souls.
ARTICLE 7 
ELECTION DEFINED
Election is the unchangeable purpose of God whereby, before the 
foundation of the world, out of the whole human race, which had fall
en by its own fault out of its original integrity into sin and perdition, 
He has, according to the sovereign good pleasure of His will, out of 
mere grace, chosen in Christ to salvation a definite number of specif
ic persons, neither better nor more worthy than others, but involved

198



Jn 6:37,44 
1 C o r 1:9

Eph 1:4-6

Rom 8:30

Deut 7:7;9:6 

Eph 1:4,5 

Eph 2:10

Rom 8:30 

Eph 1:4

Rom 9:11-13

(Gen 25:23) 
(Mai 1:2,3) 
Acts 13:48

Jn 6:37;

together with them in a  common misery. He has a lso  from etern ity 
appo in ted C hris t to be the M ediator and Head of a ll the e lec t and the 
foundation of sa lvation and thus He decreed  to g ive to C hris t those 
who were to be saved, and effectually to ca ll and  draw them into H is  
com m union through H is  W ord and Sp ir it. He decreed  to g ive them 
true fa ith in H im , to justify them, to sanctify them, and, after hav ing 
powerfu lly kept them  in  the fe llow sh ip  of H is  Son, f in a lly  to g lo rify  
them, for the dem onstration of H is  mercy and the pra ise  of the r iches 
of H is  g lo r io us grace. A s it is  written: G od chose us in Christ, b e f o r e  
t he f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  world, that w e  s h o u l d  b e  h o l y  a n d  b l a m e l e s s  
b e f o r e  H i m .  H e  d e s t i n e d  u s  in l o v e  to b e  H i s  s o n s  t h r o u g h  J e s u s  
Christ, a c c o r d i n g  to t he p u r p o s e  o f  H i s  will, to t h e  p r a i s e  o f  H i s  glori

o u s  g r a c e  w h i c h  H e  freely b e s t o w e d  o n  u s  in t h e  B e l o v e d .  And e lse 
where, T h o s e  w h o m  H e  p r e d e s t i n e d  H e  a l s o  called; a n d  t h o s e  w h o m  
H e  c a l l e d  H e  a l s o  justified; a n d  t h o s e  w h o m  H e  justified H e  a l s o  g l o 

rified.

ARTICLE 8
O N E  D E C R E E  O F  ELEC T IO N
There are not various decrees of th is  e lection , but there is  one and 
the sam e decree  conce rn ing  a ll those that are to be saved under 
both the O ld  and the New Testament. For Scriptu re  dec la res that the 
good p le a su re , pu rpo se , a nd  co u n se l of the  w il l of G od  is  one. 
Accord ing to th is  purpose  He has chosen us from etern ity  both to 
g race and  to g lory, both to sa lva tion  and  to the  way of sa lva tion , 
w hich He prepared for us that we shou ld  w a lk  in  it.
ARTICLE 9
ELEC T IO N  NOT BA SED  ON F O R E S E E N  FAITH 
Th is  e lection is  not based on foreseen faith, the obed ience  of faith, 
ho liness, o r any o ther good qua lity  of d ispos ition , as  a  cause o r cond i
tion in man requ ired for be ing chosen, but men are chosen to faith, 
the obed ience of faith, ho liness, and so on. E lection, therefore, is  the 
fountain of every sav ing good, from w hich flow fa ith, ho liness, and 
other saving gifts, and f ina lly  eterna l life itself, as its fru its and effects. 
Th is  the apostle teaches when he says, H e  c h o s e  u s  (not because 
we were, but) that w e  s h o u l d  b e  h o l y  a n d  b l a m e l e s s  b e f o r e  H i m .  

ARTICLE 10
ELEC T IO N  BA SED  ON 
GOD'S G O O D PLEA S U RE
The cause of th is  g rac ious e lection  is  so le ly  the good p leasu re  of 
God. T h is  good p leasure does not cons ist in  th is, that out of a ll poss i
b le cond it ions God chose certa in  q ua lit ie s  o r actions of men as a 
cond ition for sa lvation, but in this, that out of the common m ass of 
s inners He adopted certa in persons to be H is own possess ion. For it 
is  w ritten, T h o u g h  t h e y  (the ch ild ren) w e r e  n o t  y e t  b o r n  a n d  h a d  
d o n e  n o t h i n g  either g o o d  o r  b a d ,  and so on, s h e  (namely, Rebecca), 
w a s  told, " T h e  e l d e r  will s e r v e  t he y o u n g e r . " A s  it is written, " J a c o b  I 
loved, b u t  E s a u  I h a t e d . "  And, a s  m a n y  a s  w e r e  o r d a i n e d  to eternal 
life believed.

ARTICLE 11
ELEC T IO N  U N CH A NG EA BLE
A s G od  H im se lf  is  m ost w ise , u n c h a n g e a b le , a ll- kn o w in g  and  
a lm ighty, so H is  e lec t ion  can ne ithe r be undone  and  redone, nor
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changed, revoked, o r annulled; ne ithe r can the e lec t be cast away, 
nor the ir  num ber be d im in ished .
ARTICLE 12
T HE A SSU RA N C E  O F  ELEC T IO N
The e lec t in  due  time, though in  various stages and in  d ifferent m ea
sure, are m ade certa in  of th is  the ir eterna l and unchangeab le  e le c 
tion to sa lvation. They atta in th is  assurance, however, not by in q u is i
t ive ly p ry ing  into the h idden  and deep  th ings  of God, but by observ
ing  in  them se lves, w ith sp ir itu a l joy and  ho ly  d e lig h t, the  un fa iling  
fru its of e lection po in ted out in the W ord of G od -  such as  a  true faith 
in Christ, a  c h ild lik e  fear of God, a  god ly  sorrow for the ir s ins, and a 
hunge r and th irst for r ighteousness.
ARTICLE 13
T HE VALUE O F  T H IS  A SSU RA N C E
The aw areness and assurance of th is  e lection  prov ide the ch ild ren  of 
God w ith greater reason for da ily  hum b ling  them se lves before God, 
for adoring  the depth of H is  m ercies, for c leans ing  them selves, and 
for fervently lov ing  Him in  turn who first so greatly loved them. It is  
therefore not at a ll true that th is  doctrine of e lection  and  the reflection 
on it m akes them lax in observ ing  the com m ands of God o r fa lse ly 
secure. In the just judgm ent of God, th is  usua lly  happens to those 
who rash ly presum e to have the grace of e lection , o r id ly  and bo ld ly  
chatter about it, but refuse to w alk in the ways of the elect.
ARTICLE 14
HOW  ELEC T IO N  IS  TO B E  TAUGHT
T h is  doctrine of d iv in e  e lection , accord ing  to the most w ise counse l 
of God, was p reached by the prophets, by C h r is t H im self, and by the 
apostles, u nde r the O ld  as w e ll as the New Testament, and was then 
comm itted to w riting in the Ho ly Scriptures. Therefore, a lso  today th is  
doctrine shou ld  be taught in  the C hurch of God, for w h ich it was par
ticu la rly  in tended, in  its p roper tim e and p lace, p rov ided it be done 
w ith a sp ir it  of d isc re t ion , in a reverent and  ho ly  m anner, w ithout 
in qu is it iv e ly  pry ing into the ways of the most H igh , to the g lo ry  of 
God's most ho ly  Name, and for the liv in g  comfort of H is  people.
ARTICLE 15
REPRO BA T IO N  D E S C R IB E D
Holy Sc rip tu re  illu s tra te s  and recom m ends to us th is  e te rna l and 
undeserved grace of our e lection, espec ia lly  when it further dec la res 
that not a ll men are e lect but that some have not been elected, or have 
been passed by in the eternal e lection of God. Out of H is most free, 
most just, b lam e less , and unchangeab le  good p leasure , God has 
decreed to leave them in the common m isery into which they have by 
the ir own fault p lunged themselves, and not to give them saving faith 
and the grace of conversion. These, having been left in the ir own ways 
and under H is just judgment, God has decreed fina lly  to condemn and 
pun ish  eterna lly , not on ly  on account of th e ir  u nbe lie f but a lso  on 
account of a ll the ir other s ins, in o rder to d isp lay H is justice. Th is  is  the 
decree of reprobation, w hich by no means makes God the author of 
s in (the very thought is  blasphemous!), but rather dec lares Him to be 
its awesome, b lam eless, and just judge and avenger.
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ARTICLE 16
R E S P O N S E S  TO THE 
D O C T R IN E  O F REPRO BA T IO N
Some do not yet c lea rly  d iscern  in them se lves a liv ing  faith in Christ, 
an assu red  con fidence  of heart, peace of consc ience , a zea l for 
c h ild lik e  obed ience, and a g lo ry ing  in God through Christ; neverthe
less, they use the means through w hich God has prom ised to work 
these th ings in us. They ought not to be a la rm ed when reprobation is  
m entioned, nor to count them se lves am ong the reprobate. Rather, 
they must d ilig e n t ly  con tinue in the use of these means, fervently 
des ire  a tim e of more abundant grace, and await it w ith reverence 
and hum ility. O thers  se r io u s ly  d e s ire  to be conve rted  to G od, to 
p lease Him only, and to be de live red  from the body of death. Yet they 
cannot reach that po int on the way of god liness  and faith w h ich they 
w ou ld  like. They sh o u ld  be even le s s  te rr if ie d  by the doc tr in e  of 
reprobation, s ince  a m ercifu l God has prom ised not to quench the 
sm oking flax nor to break the b ru ised  reed.
S t ill o thers d is rega rd  God and the Sav iou r Jesus C h r is t and have 
com plete ly g iven them se lves over to the cares of the world and the 
lusts of the flesh. For them th is  doctrine of reprobation is  rightly  fear
some as long as they do not se rious ly  turn to God.
ARTICLE 17
C H IL D R EN  O F B E L IE V E R S  
W HO D IE  IN INFANCY
We must judge  conce rn ing  the w ill of God from H is  W ord, w h ich  
dec la res that the ch ild ren  of be lievers are holy, not by nature but in 
v irtue of the covenant of grace, in w h ich they are in c luded  w ith the ir 
parents. Therefore, God-fearing parents ought not to doubt the e lec 
tion and sa lvation of the ir c h ild ren  whom G od ca lls  out of th is  life  in 
the ir infancy.
ARTICLE 18
NOT PRO TEST  BUT ADORATION
To those who com p la in  about th is  grace of undeserved e lection  and 
the severity of r ighteous reprobation, we rep ly w ith th is  word of the 
apostle: B u t  w h o  a r e  y o u ,  a  m a n ,  to a n s w e r  b a c k  to G o d ?  And w ith 
th is  word of our Saviour, A m  I n o t  a l l o w e d  to d o  w h a t  I c h o o s e  with 
w h a t  b e l o n g s  to M e ?

We, however, w ith reverent adoration  of these  m ysteries, exc la im  
with the apostle: O  the d e p t h  o f  t h e  r i c h e s  a n d  w i s d o m  a n d  k n o w l 

e d g e  o f  G o d !  H o w  u n s e a r c h a b l e  a r e  H i s  j u d g m e n t s  a n d  h o w  
inscrutable H i s  w a y s !  " F o r  w h o  h a s  k n o w n  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  Lord, o r  
w h o  h a s  b e e n  H i s  c o u n s e l o r ? "  " O r  w h o  h a s  g i v e n  a  gift to H i m  that 
h e  m i g h t  b e  r e p a i d ? "  F o r  f r o m  H i m  a n d  t h r o u g h  H i m  a n d  to H i m  a r e  
all things. T o  H i m  b e  g l o r y  for ever. A m e n .

REJECTION OF ERRORS
H av ing  e x p la in e d  the  true  d o c tr in e  of e le c t io n  and  rep roba tion , 
Synod rejects the fo llow ing errors:

1

The w ill of God to save those who would be lieve and persevere in 
faith and obed ience  is  the w ho le and entire decree of e lection to sa l
vation. Noth ing e lse  conce rn ing  th is  decree  has been revea led in
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Refutation:

Error:

Refutation:

Error:

Refutation:

Error:

Refutation:

God's Word.
T h is  e rro r is  d ecep tiv e  and  c le a r ly  con tra d ic ts  S c r ip tu re , w h ich  
dec la res not on ly  that God w ill save those who be lieve but a lso that 
He has chosen spec if ic  persons from eternity. W ith in  time He grants 
to these elect, above others, both faith in C h ris t and perseverance. I 
h a v e  m a n i f e s t e d  T h y  N a m e  to the m e n  w h o m  T h o u  g a v e s t  M e  o u t  of 
t he world, J n  17:6. A n d  a s  m a n y  a s  w e r e  o r d a i n e d  to e t e r n a l  life 
believed, A c t s  13:48. E v e n  a s  H e  c h o s e  u s  in H i m  b e f o r e  t he f o u n d a 

tion o f  th e  world, that w e  s h o u l d  b e  h o l y  a n d  b l a m e l e s s  b e f o r e  H i m ,  
Eph 1:4.

2
There are various k inds of d iv in e  e lection to eterna l life. O ne is  gen
eral and indefin ite , another is  pa rticu la r and defin ite. The latter in turn 
is  e ithe r incom plete, revocable, non-decisive, and cond itiona l, o r it is  
com plete, irrevocable, dec is ive , and abso lute. In the sam e fash ion 
there is  an e lection to faith and another to sa lvation. Therefore e lec 
tion can be to justify ing faith, w ithout be ing dec is ive  to sa lvation.
A ll th is  is  an invention of the hum an m ind w ithout any bas is  in  the 
Scriptures. The doctrine of e lection  is  thus corrupted and the go lden 
cha in  of our sa lvation broken: A n d  t h o s e  w h o m  H e  p r e d e s t i n e d  H e  
a l s o  called; a n d  t h o s e  w h o m  H e  c a l l e d  H e  a l s o  justified; a n d  t h o s e  
w h o m  H e  justified H e  a l s o  glorified, Rom 8:30.

3

The good p leasu re  and purpose of G od of w h ich Scripture  speaks in 
the doctrine of e lection is  not that He chose certa in  spec if ic  persons 
and not others, but that out of a ll poss ib le  cond it ions (such as the 
works of the law) He chose o r se lected the act of faith, w hich in itse lf 
is  w ithout merit, a s  w e ll as the imperfect obed ience  of faith, to be a 
cond ition of sa lvation. In H is  grace He w ished to count such faith as 
com plete obed ience  and worthy of the reward of eterna l life.
T h is  offensive e rro r dep rives God's good p leasu re  and Christ's mer
its of a ll efficacy, and draws peop le  away from the truth of g rac ious 
jus t if ica tion  and  from the  s im p lic ity  of Scrip ture. It con trad icts the 
word of the apostle, W h o  s a v e d  u s  a n d  c a l l e d  u s  with a  h o l y  calling, 
n o t  in virtue o f  o u r  w o r k s  b u t  in virtue o f  H i s  o w n  p u r p o s e  a n d  t he  
g r a c e  w h i c h  H e  g r a n t e d  u s  in Chri s t  J e s u s  a g e s  a g o ,  2 Tim 1:9.

4

E lection to faith depends on the cond ition that man shou ld  use the 
lig h t of nature properly, and that he be p ious, hum ble, meek, and fit 
for eterna l life.
If th is  were true, e lection w ould depend on man. T h is  sm acks of the 
teach ing of Pe lag ius  and is  in open conflict w ith the teach ing of the 
apostle  in E p he s ia n s  2:3-9, A m o n g  t h e s e  w e  all o n c e  lived in th e 
p a s s i o n s  o f  o u r  flesh, following t he d e s i r e s  o f  b o d y  a n d  m i n d ,  a n d  s o  
w e  w e r e  b y  n a t u r e  children o f  wrath, like t h e  rest o f  m a n k i n d .  B u t  
G o d ,  w h o  is rich in m e r c y ,  o u t  o f  H i s  g r e a t  l o v e  with w h i c h  H e  l o v e d  
us, e v e n  w h e n  w e  w e r e  d e a d  t h r o u g h  o u r  t r e s p a s s e s ,  m a d e  u s  alive 
t o g e t h e r  with Chri s t  ( b y  g r a c e  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  s a v e d ) ,  a n d  r a i s e d  u s  
u p  with H i m ,  a n d  m a d e  u s  sit with H i m  in t h e  h e a v e n l y  p l a c e s  in 
Christ J e s u s ,  that in t he c o m i n g  a g e s  H e  m i g h t  s h o w  the i m m e a s u r 

a b l e  r i ches o f  H i s  g r a c e  in k i n d n e s s  t o w a r d  u s  in Christ J e s u s .  F o r  b y
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g r a c e  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  s a v e d  t h r o u g h  faith; a n d  this is n o t  y o u r  o w n  
d o i n g ,  it is t h e  gift o f  G o d  -  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  w o r k s ,  lest a n y  m a n  
s h o u l d  boast.

5
Incom plete and non-decis ive e lection of spec if ic  persons to sa lvation 
took p lace on the ground of foreseen faith, conversion, ho liness, and 
god liness , w h ich e ithe r began o r continued for some time. Com plete 
and dec is ive  e lection, however, occurred because of foreseen perse
verance in faith, conversion, ho liness, and god liness  t ill the end. T h is  
is  the g rac ious and evange lica l w orth iness because of w h ich the per
son who is  chosen is  more worthy than the one who is  not chosen. 
Therefore faith, obed ience  of faith, ho liness, god liness , and perse 
verance are not fru its of unchangeab le  e lection to glory. Instead, they 
are necessa ry  co n d it io n s  and  causes  re q u ire d  and  fo reseen  as 
accom p lished  in those who are to be fu lly  e lected.
Th is  error m ilitates aga inst a ll of Scripture, which constantly im press
es the  fo llo w in g  upon us: E le c t io n  is  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  w o r k s  b u t  
b e c a u s e  o f  H i s  call, Rom 9:11; a n d  a s  m a n y  a s  w e r e  o r d a i n e d  to 
eternal life believed,  Acts 13:48; H e  c h o s e  u s  in H i m  b e f o r e  t he f o u n 

dati o n  o f  t he world, that w e  s h o u l d  b e  h o l y  a n d  b l a m e l e s s  b e f o r e  H i m ,  
E p h  1:4; y o u  d i d  n o t  c h o o s e  M e ,  b u t  I c h o s e  y o u ,  Jn 15:16; b u t  if it is 
b y  grace, it is n o  l o n g e r  o n  t he b a s i s  o f  w o r k s ;  o t h e r w i s e  g r a c e  w o u l d  
n o  l o n g e r  b e  grace,  Rom 11:6; in this is love, n o t  that w e  l o v e d  G o d  
b u t  that H e  l o v e d  u s  a n d  s e n t  H i s  S o n ,  1 Jn 4:10.

6
Not every e lection to sa lvation is  unchangeable. Som e of the e lect 
can and do indeed  per ish  everlasting ly, notw ithstanding any decree 
of God.
T h is  gross error m akes G od changeab le , destroys the comfort w hich 
the be lievers obtain from the f irm ness of the ir e lection , and contra
d ic ts Holy Scripture: The e lec t cannot be led  astray, Mt 24:24; this is 
the will o f  H i m  w h o  s e n t  M e ,  that I s h o u l d  l o s e  n o t h i n g  o f  all that H e  
h a s  g i v e n  M e ,  Jn 6:39; t h o s e  w h o m  H e  p r e d e s t i n e d  H e  a l s o  called; 
a n d  t h o s e  w h o m  H e  c a l l e d  H e  a l s o  justified; a n d  t h o s e  w h o m  H e  j u s 

tified H e  a l s o  glorified, Rom 8:30.
7

In th is  life  the re  is  no fru it , c o n sc io u sn e ss , o r c e rta in ty  of the  
unchangeab le  e le c t io n  to glory, except such  as is  based  upon a 
changeab le  and uncerta in condition.
To speak about an uncerta in  certa inty is  not on ly absurd  but a lso  
contrary to the experience of the believers. As a result of the aware
ness of the ir  e lec tion , they g lo ry w ith the apostle  in th is  favour of 
God, Eph 1. W ith the d is c ip le s  of C hris t they rejoice that the ir nam es 
are written in heaven, Lk 10:20. They put the consc iousness of the ir 
e le c t io n  ove r a g a in s t the  f la m in g  da rts  of the  d e v il,  w hen they 
exclaim; W h o  shall b r i n g  a n y  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  G o d ' s  e l ect?  Rom 8:33.

8
God d id  not s im p ly  by an act of H is righteous w ill dec ide  to leave any 
person in the common state of s in  and condem nation s ince  h is  fall in 
Adam, nor d id  He dec ide  to pass by any one in granting such grace 
as is  necessary for faith and conversion.
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Scripture, however, states, H e  h a s  m e r c y  u p o n  w h o m e v e r  H e  wills, 
a n d  H e  h a r d e n s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  w h o m e v e r  H e  wills, Rom 9:18. It a lso  
dec lares, T o  y o u  it h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  to k n o w  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h e  k i n g 

d o m  o f  h e a v e n ,  b u t  to t h e m  it h a s  n o t  b e e n  g i v e n ,  Mt 13:11. 
L ikew ise, / t h a n k  T h e e ,  Father, L o r d  o f  h e a v e n  a n d  earth, that T h o u  
h a s t  h i d d e n  t h e s e  t h i n g s  f r o m  t h e  w i s e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  
r e v e a l e d  t h e m  to b a b e s ;  y e a ,  Father, for s u c h  w a s  T h y  g r a c i o u s  will, 
Mt 11:25, 26.

9
God sends the gospe l to one peop le  rather than to another not m ere
ly and so le ly  because of the good p leasu re  of H is  w ill, but because 
one peop le  is  better and w orth ie r than another to w hich the gospe l is  
not preached.
M oses d en ie s  th is  w hen he addresses the peop le  of Is rae l a s  fol
lows, B e h o l d ,  to t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d  b e l o n g  h e a v e n  a n d  t he h e a v e n  
o f  h e a v e n s ,  t he e a r t h  with all that is in it; y e t  t he L O R D  s e t  H i s  h e a r t  
in l o v e  u p o n  y o u r  fathers a n d  c h o s e  their d e s c e n d a n t s  after t h e m ,  
y o u  a b o v e  all p e o p l e s ,  a s  a t  this day,  Deut 10:14, 15. And C h r is t 
says, W o e  to y o u ,  C h o r a z i n i  W o e  to y o u ,  B e t h s a i d a i  F o r  if t h e  m i g h t y  
w o r k s  d o n e  in y o u  h a d  b e e n  d o n e  in T y r e  a n d  S i d o n ,  t h e y  w o u l d  
h a v e  r e p e n t e d  l o n g  a g o  in s a c k c l o t h  a n d  a s h e s ,  Mt 11:21.

CHAPTER II
CHRIST'S DEATH AND MAN'S 
REDEMPTION THROUGH IT
ARTICLE 1
THE PU N ISH M EN T  W H IC H  
GOD'S JU ST IC E  R E Q U IR E S
God is  not on ly suprem ely  m erc ifu l but a lso suprem e ly  just. And as 
He H im se lf has revealed in H is  Word, H is  justice  requ ires that our 
sins, comm itted aga inst H is in fin ite  majesty, shou ld  be pun ished  not 
only in th is  age but a lso  in the age to come, both in body and soul. 
We cannot escape these pun ishm ents un less satisfaction is  made to 
the justice of God.
ARTICLE 2
THE SATISFACTION MADE BY C H R IS T
We ourse lves, however, cannot make th is  satisfaction and cannot 
free ourse lves from God's wrath. God, therefore, in H is in fin ite  mercy 
has g iven H is  only-begotten Son as our Surety. For us o r in our p lace 
He was made s in  and a curse on the cross so that He m ight make 
satisfaction on our behalf.
ARTICLE 3
THE IN F IN IT E  VALUE O F CHR IST'S  DEATH 
T h is  death of the Son of God is  the only and most perfect sacrifice  
and satisfaction for s ins, of in fin ite  va lue and worth, abundantly suffi
c ient to exp iate the s in s  of the w ho le world.
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ARTICLE 4
W HY H IS  DEATH HAS IN F IN IT E  VALUE
T h is  death is  of such great va lue and worth because the person who 
subm itted to it is  not on ly a true and perfectly ho ly man, but a lso  the 
only-begotten Son of God, of the sam e eterna l and in fin ite  essence 
with the Father and the Holy Sp ir it, for these qua lif ica tions were nec
essary for our Saviour. Further, th is  death is  of such great va lue and 
worth because it was accom pan ied  by a sense  of the w rath and 
curse of God w hich we by our s in s  had deserved.
ARTICLE 5
THE U N IV ERSA L PROCLAM ATION 
O F T HE G O S P EL
The prom ise of the gospe l is  that whoever be lieves in C h ris t c ruc ified  
s h a ll not p e r is h  but have e te rna l life . T h is  p rom ise  ough t to be 
announced and proc la im ed un ive rsa lly  and w ithout d isc rim ina tion  to 
a ll peop les and to a ll men to whom God in H is good p leasure sends 
the gospe l, together w ith the command to repent and believe.
ARTICLE 6
W HY SO M E DO NOT B EL IEV E
That, however, many who have been ca lle d  by the gospe l ne ithe r 
repent nor be lieve in C hris t but perish in unbe lie f does not happen 
because  of any defec t o r in su ff ic ie n cy  in  the  sa c r if ic e  of C h r is t  
offered on the cross, but through the ir own fault.
ARTICLE 7
W HY O T H ERS  DO B EL IEV E
But to those who tru ly be lieve and by the death of C h ris t are freed 
from th e ir  s in s  and saved from perd ition , th is  bene fit com es on ly  
through God's grace, g iven to them from etern ity in  Christ. God owes 
th is  grace to no one.
ARTICLE 8
THE EFF IC A C Y  O F T HE DEATH O F C H R IS T  
For th is  was the most free counse l of God the Father, that the life- 
g iv ing  and sav ing  efficacy of the most p rec ious dea th  of H is  Son 
shou ld  extend to a ll the elect. It was H is  most g rac ious w ill and intent 
to g ive to them a lone justify ing faith and thereby to b ring  them  unfa il
in g ly  to sa lvation. T h is  means: God w ille d  that C h r is t through the 
b lood of the cross (by w hich He confirm ed the new covenant) shou ld  
effectually redeem out of every peop le, tribe, nation, and tongue a ll 
those, and those only, who from etern ity were chosen to sa lvation 
and were g iven to Him by the Father. God further w ille d  that Chris t 
shou ld  g ive to them faith, w hich, together with o ther sav ing g ifts of 
the Holy Sp ir it, He acqu ired  for them by H is death; that He shou ld  
c leanse  them by H is  b lood from a ll s ins, both o r ig in a l and actual, 
both those comm itted after faith and before faith; and that He shou ld  
guard them fa ithfu lly to the end and at last present them to H im se lf in 
sp lendour w ithout any spot or wrinkle.
ARTICLE 9
THE FU LF ILM EN T  O F GOD'S C O U N SEL
T h is  counse l, p roceed ing from eterna l love for the e lect, has from the 
beg inn ing  of the w orld to the present time been powerfully fu lf illed , 
and w ill a lso continue to be fu lf illed , though the gates of he ll va in ly
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try to frustrate it. In due time the e lec t w ill be gathered together into 
one, and there w ill a lways be a  Church of be lievers, founded on the 
b lood of Christ. T h is  C hurch sh a ll steadfastly love and fa ithfu lly  serve 
Him as Her Sav iou r (who as  bridegroom  for h is  b r ide  la id  down H is  
life for he r on the cross) and  ce lebrate H is  p ra ises here and through 
a ll eternity.

REJECTION OF ERRORS
Having exp la in ed  the  true doctrine  of the dea th of C h r is t and the 
redem ption of man by th is  death, Synod rejects the fo llow ing errors:

1

God the Father has o rda ined  H is  Son to the death of the cross w ith
out a spec if ic  and defin ite  decree  to save any. W hat C h r is t obta ined 
by H is  death m ight have been necessary, profitab le, and va luab le , 
and m ight rem ain in a ll its parts com plete, perfect, and intact, even 
though the redem ption He acqu ired  had actua lly  never been app lie d  
to any person.
T h is  doctrine is  offensive to the w isdom  of the Father and the m erits 
of Jesus C h r is t and  is  contrary to Scripture. For our Sav iou r says: / 
l ay d o w n  M y  life for t h e  s h e e p ,  and  / k n o w  t h e m ,  Jn 10:15, 27. And 
the p rophet Isa ia h  says conce rn ing  the  Saviour: W h e n  H e  m a k e s  
H i m s e l f  a n  offering for sin, H e  shall s e e  H i s  offspring, H e  shall p r o 

l o n g  H i s  d a y s ;  t h e  will o f  t h e  L o r d  shall p r o s p e r  in H i s  h a n d ,  Is  53:10. 
F in a lly , th is  e rro r c o n tra d ic ts  the  a r t ic le  of fa ith  c o n ce rn in g  the  
catho lic  C hris t ian  Church.

2
It was not the purpose of Christ's death that He shou ld  confirm  the 
new covenant of g race by H is  b lood, but on ly  that He shou ld  acqu ire  
for the Father the mere right to estab lish  once more w ith man such a 
covenant as He m ight p lease, w hether of grace o r of works.
T h is  is  in  c o n f lic t  w ith S c r ip tu re , w h ich  te a c hes  tha t C h r is t  h a s  
become the Surety and M ediator of a  better, that is, a  new covenant, 
and that a w ill takes effect on ly at death, Heb 7:22, 9:15,17.

3
By H is satisfaction C hris t d id  not rea lly  m erit for anyone e ithe r sa lva
tion itse lf or faith by w hich th is  satisfaction of C h r is t to sa lvation is  
e ffec tua lly  m ade one's own. He a cqu ire d  for the  Fa ther on ly  the  
authority or the perfect w ill to dea l aga in  w ith man, and to p rescribe 
new cond it ions as He m ight desire. It depends, however, on the free 
w ill of man to fu lfil these conditions. Therefore it was poss ib le  that 
e ithe r no one o r a ll men would fu lfil them.
Those who teach th is  e rro r th in k  con tem ptuous ly  of the dea th of 
Christ, do not at a ll acknow ledge its most im portant fruit or benefit, 
and bring  back out of he ll the Pe lag ian error.

4
The new covenant of grace w hich God the Father, through the m ed i
ation of the death of Christ, made with man, does not cons ist here in  
that we are justif ied  before God and saved by faith, inasm uch as it 
accep ts  the  m e rit of C h ris t. It c o n s is ts  in  the  fact that G od  has  
revoked the dem and of perfect obed ience  of the law and regards 
faith as such and the obed ience  of faith, though imperfect, as the 
perfect obed ience  of the law. He grac ious ly  deem s it worthy of the
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reward of e terna l life.
T h is  doctrine contradicts Scripture: T h e y  a r e  justified b y  H i s  g r a c e  a s  
a  gift, t h r o u g h  t h e  r e d e m p t i o n  w h i c h  is in C h rist J e s u s ,  w h o m  G o d  
p u t  f o r w a r d  a s  a n  e x p i a t i o n  b y  H i s  b l o o d ,  to b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  faith, 
Rom  3:24, 25. T hose  w ho teach th is  e rro r p ro c la im , as  d id  the  
ungod ly Soc inus, a  new and strange justif ica tion of man before God, 
aga inst the consensus of the w ho le  Church.

5
A ll men have been accepted into the state of reconc ilia tion and into 
the grace of the covenant, so that no one is  lia b le  to condem nation 
on account of o r ig in a l s in , and no one sh a ll be condem ned because 
of it, but a ll a re free from the g u ilt  of o r ig in a l sin.
T h is  op in ion  is  in conflict w ith Scripture, w hich teaches that we are 
b y  n a t u r e  children o f  wrath,  Eph  2:3.

6
As far as  God is  concerned, He w ished  to bestow equa lly  upon a ll 
peop le  the benefits acqu ired  by the death of Christ; however, some 
obta in the pardon of s in  and eterna l life  and others do not. T h is  d is 
tinction dep ends  on th e ir  own free w ill, w h ich a p p lie s  itse lf to the 
grace that is  offered indifferently, and not on the spec ia l g ift of mercy 
w hich so powerfully works in  them that they rather than o thers app ly  
th is  grace to themselves.
Those who teach th is , m isuse the d ifference between the acqu is it ion  
and the app lica tion  of sa lvation and confuse the m inds of im prudent 
and inexperienced  people. W h ile  they pretend to present th is  d is t in c 
tion in a sound sense, they seek to in s t il in to the m inds of peop le  the 
pern ic ious po ison of Pe lag ian ism .

7
C hrist cou ld  not d ie , d id  not need to d ie , and d id  not d ie  for those 
whom God loved in  the h ig hest degree  and e lec ted  to ete rna l life, 
s ince  these do not need the death of Christ.
T h is  doctrine contrad icts the apostle, who declares: The Son of God 
l o v e d  m e  a n d  g a v e  H i m s e l f  for m e ,  G a l 2:20. Likewise: W h o  shall 
b r i n g  a n y  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  G o d ' s  e l e c t ?  It is G o d  w h o  justifies; w h o  is 
to c o n d e m n ?  It is C h rist J e s u s  w h o  died,  Rom 8:33, 34, namely, for 
them. And the Sav iou r assures us: / lay d o w n  M y  life for t h e  s h e e p ,  
Jn 10:15. And: T h i s  is M y  c o m m a n d m e n t ,  that y o u  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r  
a s  I h a v e  l o v e d  y o u .  G r e a t e r  l o v e  h a s  n o  m a n  t h a n  this, that a  m a n  
l ay d o w n  h is life for h is friends,  Jn 15:12, 13.
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CHAPTER lll/IV
THE CORRUPTION OF MAN, HIS 
CONVERSION TO GOD, AND THE 
MANNER IN WHICH IT OCCURS
ARTICLE 1
THE E F FEC T  O F THE FALL
In the b eg in n in g  man w as created  in the  im age of God. He was 
ado rned  in h is  m ind  w ith true and  w ho lesom e know ledge  of h is  
C reator and of a ll sp ir itua l things; h is  w ill and heart were upright, a ll 
h is  affections pure, and therefore man was com plete ly holy.
But re b e llin g  aga ins t G od through the in stiga tion  of the dev il and 
through h is  own free w ill, he deprived  h im se lf of these exce llent gifts, 
and instead brought upon h im se lf b lindness, ho rrib le  darkness, fu t ili
ty, and perverseness of judgm ent in h is  mind; w ickedness, rebe l
liousness, and stubbornness in h is  w ill and heart; and im purity in a ll 
h is  affections.
ARTICLE 2
THE S P R EA D  O F C O RRU PT IO N
S ince after the fall man became corrupt, he as a corrupt father brought 
forth corrupt ch ildren. Thus the corruption has spread from Adam to a ll 
h is  descendants, with the exception of Christ alone, not by im itation, 
as the Pe lag ians of o ld  mainta ined, but by the propagation of a per
verted nature, accord ing to the righteous judgment of God.
ARTICLE 3
MAN'S TOTAL IN AB IL ITY
Therefore a ll men are conce ived in s in  and  are born as  ch ild ren  of 
wrath, in capab le  of any sav ing  good, in c lin e d  to ev il, dead  in s ins, 
and s laves of s in. And w ithout the grace of the  regenerating  Ho ly 
S p ir it they ne ithe r w ill nor can return to God, reform the ir depraved 
nature, o r prepare them se lves for its reformation.
ARTICLE 4
T HE INADEQ UACY O F  T HE 
L IG HT  O F  NATURE
To be sure, there is  left in  man after the fa ll, som e lig h t of nature, 
whereby he reta ins some notions about God, about natural th ings, and 
about the d ifference between what is  honourable and shameful, and 
shows some regard for v irtue and outward order. But so far is  he from 
arriv ing at the sav ing know ledge of God and true conversion through 
th is  ligh t of nature that he does not even use it properly in  matters of 
nature and society. Rather, whatever th is  ligh t may be, man w ho lly  po l
lutes it in  various ways and suppresses it by h is  w ickedness. In do ing 
so, he renders h im se lf w ithout excuse before God.
ARTICLE 5
T HE INADEQ UACY O F  T H E  LAW
W hat ho ld s  for the lig h t of nature a lso  a p p lie s  to the Ten Com m and
ments, g iven by G od through M oses pa rt ic u la r ly  to the Jews. For 
though it revea ls the greatness of s in , and  more and more convicts 
man of h is  g u ilt , yet it n e ith e r po in ts  out a  rem edy no r g iv e s  h im  
power to r ise  out of th is  m isery. Rather, w eakened by the  f lesh , it 
leaves  the  tran sg re sso r u n d e r the  curse. Man cannot, therefore , 
through the law obta in sav ing grace.
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ARTICLE 6
THE N EED  FO R  THE G O S P EL
What, therefore, ne ithe r the ligh t of nature nor the law can do, God 
performs by the power of the Holy S p ir it through the word or m in istry 
of reconc ilia tion, w h ich is  the gospe l of the M essiah, by w hich it has 
p leased  God to save men who be lieve, both under the o ld  and under 
the new d ispensation.
ARTICLE 7
W HY THE G O S P EL  IS  SEN T  TO 
SO M E AND NOT TO O T H ERS
Under the o ld  d ispensa tion  God revealed th is  mystery of H is w ill to 
few. Under the new d ispensa tion , however, He took the d ist inction  
between the peop les away and revealed it to a la rger number. The 
cause of th is  very d istr ibution of the gospe l is  not to be ascribed  to 
the w orth iness of one peop le  above another, nor to the better use of 
the lig h t of nature, but to the sovere ign  good p leasu re  and unde
served love of God. Therefore we to whom so great a grace is  grant
ed, beyond and contrary to a ll we deserve, ought to acknow ledge it 
w ith a hum ble and grateful heart. But as regards others to whom th is  
grace is  not g iven, we ought w ith the apostle  to adore the severity 
and righteousness of the judgm ents of God but by no m eans in q u is i
t ive ly to pry into them.
ARTICLE 8
THE EA RN EST  CALL BY THE G O S P EL
But as many as are ca lle d  by the gospe l are ea rnestly  ca lle d , for 
God earnestly  and most s incere ly  revea ls in  H is  W ord what is  p leas
ing  to H im , namely, that those who are ca lle d  shou ld  com e to Him. 
He a lso  earnestly p rom ises rest for the ir sou ls  and eterna l life  to a ll 
who com e to Him and believe.
ARTICLE 9
W HY SO M E W HO  A R E  CA LLED  
DO NOT C O M E
It is  not the  fau lt of the  go spe l, no r of the  C h r is t  o ffered by the  
gospe l, nor of God, who ca lls  through the gospe l and who even con
fers va rious g ifts upon them, that many who are ca lled  through the 
m in istry  of the gospe l do not come and are not converted. The fault 
lie s  in them selves. Som e of them do not care and do not accept the 
word of life. O thers do in deed  accept it, but they do not rece ive it into 
the ir hearts, and therefore, after the joy of a  temporary faith has van
ished , they turn away. S t ill o thers choke the seed  of the word by the 
thorns of the cares and  the p leasu res of th is  world, and b ring  forth 
no fruit. T h is  our Sav iou r teaches in the parab le of the seed, Mt 13. 
ARTICLE 10
W HY O T H ER S  W HO A R E  C A LLED  DO CO M E 
O thers who are ca lled  by the m in istry  of the gospe l do  come and are 
converted. T h is  is  not to be ascribed  to man. He does not d is t in gu ish  
h im se lf by h is  free w ill above others who are fu rn ished  w ith equa l or 
s u f f ic ie n t  g race  fo r fa ith  o r con ve rs io n  (as the  p roud  he re sy  of 
Pe lag ius  maintains). It is  to be ascribed  to God. He has chosen H is  
own in  C h ris t from etern ity and ca lls  them effectua lly w ith in  time. He 
g ives them faith and repentance; He de liv e rs  them from the power of 
da rkness and transfers them to the k ingdom  of H is  Son. A ll th is  He
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does that they may dec la re  the wonderfu l deeds of Him who ca lled  
them out of darkness into H is m arve llous light, and may boast not of 
them se lves but of the Lord, accord ing to the testimony of the apos
tles in various places.
ARTICLE 11
HOW G O D B R IN G S  ABOUT C O N V ERS IO N  
God ca rries out H is  good p leasure  in the e lect and works in them 
true conve rs ion  in  the  fo llow ing  m anner. He takes ca re  tha t the  
gospe l is  p reached to them, and powerfu lly en lig h ten s  the ir  m inds by 
the Holy Sp ir it, so that they may rightly  understand and d isce rn  the 
th ings of the Sp ir it of God. By the e fficac ious w ork ing of the sam e 
regenerating Sp ir it He a lso penetrates into the innerm ost recesses of 
man. He opens the c losed  and softens the hard  heart, c ircum cises 
that w h ich was unc ircum cised, and in s t ils  new q ua lit ie s  into the w ill. 
He m akes the w ill,  w h ich  was dead , alive; w h ich  was bad, good; 
w hich was unw illing , w illing; and w hich was stubborn, com pliant. He 
moves and strengthens it so that, lik e  a  good tree, it may be ab le  to 
produce the fru it of good works.
ARTICLE 12
R EG EN ERA T IO N  IS  T HE W O RK  OF 
G O D  ALO NE
T h is  convers ion is  the regeneration , the new creation , the  ra is in g  
from  th e  d e a d , th e  m a k in g  a liv e ,  so  h ig h ly  s p o k e n  o f in  th e  
Scriptures, w h ich God works in  us w ithout us. But th is  regeneration 
is  by no means brought about on ly  by outward teach ing , by moral 
suas ion, or by such a mode of operation that, after God has done 
H is  part, it rem a ins in the power of man to be regenerated o r not 
regenerated , converted o r not converted. It is , however, c le a r ly  a 
supernatura l, most powerful, and at the sam e tim e most de lightfu l, 
m a rv e llo u s , m ys te r io u s , a n d  in e x p re s s ib le  w ork. A c c o rd in g  to 
Scripture , in sp ire d  by the Author of th is  work, regeneration  is  not 
in fe r io r in power to creation o r the  ra is in g  of the dead. Hence a ll 
those in whose hearts God works in  th is  am az ing way are certainly, 
unfa iling ly, and effectua lly regenerated and do actua lly  be lieve. And 
then the w ill so renewed is  not on ly  acted upon and moved by God 
but, acted upon by God, the w ill itse lf a lso  acts. Therefore man h im 
se lf is  r ightly  sa id  to be lieve  and  repent through the grace he  has 
received.
ARTICLE 13
R EG EN ERA T IO N  IS  IN C O M P R E H E N S IB LE  
In th is  life be lievers cannot fu lly  understand the way in  w h ich  God 
does th is  work. Meanwhile, however, it is  enough for them to know 
and experience that by th is  grace of God they be lieve  w ith the heart 
and love the ir Saviour.
ARTICLE 14
HOW FAITH IS  A  G IFT  O F GO D
Faith is  therefore a gift of God, not because it is  m ere ly offered by 
God to the free w ill of man, but because it is  actua lly  conferred on 
man, in s t ille d  and in fused into him. Nor is  it a gift in the sense  that 
God confers only the power to be lieve and then awaits from man's 
free w ill the consent to be lieve o r the act of be liev ing. It is, however, a 
g ift in the sense  that He who works both to w ill and to work, and
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indeed  a ll th ings  in a ll, b r ings about in  man both the w ill to be lieve 
and the act of be liev ing.
ARTICLE 15
T HE P R O P E R  ATT ITUDE W ITH R E S P E C T  
TO GOD'S U N D E S ER V ED  G RA C E
T h is  grace G od owes to no one. For what cou ld  He owe to man? 
W ho has g iven Him first that he  m ight be repaid? W hat cou ld  God 
owe to one who has noth ing of h is  own but s in  and fa lsehood? He, 
therefore, who rece ives th is  grace owes and renders ete rna l thanks 
to G od a lone. He who does not rece ive th is  grace, however, e ithe r 
does not care at a ll for these sp ir itua l th ings  and is  p leased  w ith what 
he has, o r in fa lse security  va in ly  boasts that he  has what he  does 
not have. Further, about those who outwardly profess the ir faith and 
am end the ir  liv es  we are to judge and speak in the most favourable 
way, accord ing to the exam ple of the apostles, for the in ne r recesses 
of the heart are unknown to us. As for those who have not yet been 
ca lled , we shou ld  pray for them to God, who ca lls  into ex istence the 
th ings that do not exist. But we must by no m eans act haughtily , a s  if 
we had  d is t in gu ished  ourse lves from them.
ARTICLE 16
MAN'S W ILL  NOT TAKEN 
AWAY BUT M ADE A L IV E
Man through h is  fa ll d id  not cease  to be man, endowed w ith in te llec t 
and will; and s in , w h ich has pervaded the w ho le hum an race, d id  not 
deprive  man of h is  hum an nature, but b rought upon h im  deprav ity 
and sp ir itua l death. So a lso  th is  d iv in e  grace of regeneration does 
not act upon men as if they were b locks and stones and does not 
take away the w ill and its p roperties, o r v io len tly  coerce it, but m akes 
the w ill sp ir itu a lly  a live , he a ls  it, corrects it, p leasan tly  and  at the 
sam e time powerfu lly bends it. A s a  result, w here form erly the rebe l
lion and res istance of the flesh fu lly  dom inated, now a  prompt and 
s incere  obed ience  of the Sp ir it beg in s to preva il, in  w h ich the true, 
sp ir itua l renewal and freedom of our w ill consists. And if the wonder
ful Maker of a ll good d id  not dea l with us in th is  way, man w ou ld  have 
no hope of r is in g  from h is  fa ll th rough th is  free w ill,  by w h ich  he, 
when he was s t ill standing, p lunged  h im se lf in to ruin.
ARTICLE 17
THE U SE O F M EANS
The a lm ighty w ork ing of God whereby He b rings forth and susta ins 
th is  our natural life does not exc lude but requ ires the use of means, 
by w h ich  He acco rd ing  to H is  in f in ite  w isdom  and  goodness  has  
w illed  to exerc ise H is power. So a lso  the aforem entioned supernatu
ral working of God whereby He regenerates us, in no way exc ludes 
o r cance ls  the  use  of the  gospe l, w h ich  the  most w ise  G od  has  
orda ined  to be the seed  of regeneration and the food of the soul. For 
th is  reason the apostles and the teachers who succeeded them, rev
erently  instructed the peop le  conce rn ing  th is  grace of God, to H is  
g lo ry  and to the abasem ent of a ll pride. In the meantime, however, 
they d id  not neg lect to keep them , by the ho ly  adm on it ions of the 
gospe l, under the adm in istration of the Word, the sacraments, and 
d is c ip lin e . So  today those  w ho g iv e  o r rece ive  in s tru c t io n  in  the  
C hurch shou ld  not da re  to tempt God by separating  what He in H is  
good p leasu re  has w ille d  to be c lo se ly  jo ined  together. For grace is
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conferred through adm on itions, and the more read ily  we do our duty, 
the more th is  favour of God, who works in  us, usua lly  m anifests itse lf 
in its lustre, and so H is  work best proceeds. To G od a lone, both for 
the  m eans and  for th e ir  sav ing  fru it and  efficacy, a ll g lo ry  is  due  
throughout eternity. Amen.

REJECTION OF ERRORS
Having exp la ined  the true doctrine of the corruption of man and h is  
conversion to God, Synod rejects the fo llow ing errors:

1

Properly  speak ing , it cannot be sa id  that o r ig in a l s in  as such is  suffi
c ien t to condem n the w ho le  hum an race o r to deserve tem pora l and 
eterna l pun ishm ent.
T h is  con trad icts the apostle  w hen he  declares: S i n  c a m e  into t h e  
w o r l d  t h r o u g h  o n e  m a n  a n d  d e a t h  t h r o u g h  sin, a n d  s o  d e a t h  s p r e a d  
to all m e n  b e c a u s e  all m e n  s i n n e d ,  Rom 5:12. And in  verse 16: T h e  
j u d g m e n t  following o n e  t r e s p a s s  b r o u g h t  c o n d e m n a t i o n .  A lso  Rom 
6:23: T h e  w a g e s  o f  sin is d e a t h .

2
The sp ir itua l g ifts o r the good q ua lit ie s  and v irtues, such as good
ness, ho lin ess , righteousness, cannot have be longed to the w ill of 
man when he  was first created, and therefore cannot have been sep 
arated from h is  w ill when he  fell.
T h is  e rro r is  contrary to the descrip tion  of the im age of God w hich 
the apostle  g ives in Eph 4:24, when he  connects it w ith righteous
ness and ho liness, w h ich undoubted ly  be long to the w ill.

3

In sp ir itua l death the sp ir itua l g ifts are  not separate from the w ill of 
man, s ince  the w ill as such has never been corrupted but on ly  ham 
pered by the da rkness of the m ind and the u n ru lin e ss  of the pas
sions. If these h indrances have been removed, the w ill can exert its 
fu ll innate power. The w ill is  of itse lf ab le  to w ill and to choose, or 
e lse  not to w ill and not to choose, a ll m anner of good w hich may be 
presented to it.
T h is  is  an innovation and an error, and tends to extol the powers of 
the free w ill, contrary to what the prophet Jerem iah states in chapter 
17:9, T h e  h e a r t  is deceitful a b o v e  all things, a n d  d e s p e r a t e l y  corrupt. 
And the apostle  Paul writes: A m o n g  t h e s e  (the sons of d isobed ience) 
we all o n c e  lived in t he p a s s i o n s  o f  o u r  flesh, following t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  
b o d y  a n d  m i n d ,  Eph 2:3.

4

T he  u n re g e n e ra te  man is  not re a lly  o r to ta lly  d ea d  in  s in s , o r 
dep rived  of a ll powers unto sp ir itua l good. He can yet hunge r and 
th irst after r ighteousness and life, and offer the sacrif ice  of a contrite 
and broken sp ir it  w h ich is  p leas ing  to God.
These th ings are in conflict with the c lear testimonies of Scripture: Y o u  
w e r e  d e a d  t h r o u g h  your t r e s p a s s e s  a n d  sins, Eph 2:1, 5. And e v e r y  
imagi n a t i o n  o f  the t h o u g h t s  of  man's h e a r t  is o n l y  evil continually, Gen 
6:5 and 8:21. Moreover, only the regenerate and those who are ca lled 
b lessed hunger and thirst after deliverance from m isery and after life, 
and offer to God the sacrifice of a broken spirit, Ps 51:19 and Mt 5:6.
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5
The corrupt and  natura l man can so w e ll use  the  com m on grace 
(which for the A rm in ians is  the lig h t of nature), o r the g ifts s t ill left h im  
after the fall, that he  can g radua lly  ga in  by the ir good use a  greater, 
that is, the evange lica l o r sav ing  grace, and  sa lvation itself. In th is  
way God on H is  part shows H im se lf ready to reveal C h ris t to a ll men, 
s ince  He adm in iste rs to a ll suffic ien tly  and efficac ious ly  the m eans 
necessary for the know ledge of Christ, for faith and repentance.
Not on ly  the experience of a ll ages but a lso  Scrip tu re  testif ies that 
th is  is  untrue. H e  d e c l a r e s  H i s  w o r d  to J a c o b ,  H i s  sta t u t e s  a n d  ordi

n a n c e s  to Israel. H e  h a s  n o t  dealt t h u s  with a n y  o t h e r  nation, t h e y  d o  
n o t  k n o w  H i s  o r d i n a n c e s ,  P s  147:19, 20. In p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n s  H e  
a l l o w e d  all t h e  n a t i o n s  to w a l k  in their o w n  w a y s ,  Acts 14:16. And 
Pau l and h is  com pan ions were f o r b i d d e n  b y  t he H o l y  Spirit to s p e a k  
t he w o r d  in A s i a .  A n d  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  c o m e  o p p o s i t e  M y s i a ,  t h e y  
a t t e m p t e d  to g o  into Bithynia, b u t  t h e  Spirit o f  J e s u s  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  
t h e m ,  Acts 16:6, 7.

6
In the true conversion of man no new qua lit ie s , powers, o r g ifts can 
be in fused by G od into the w ill. Therefore faith, through w hich we are 
first converted and because of w h ich we are ca lled  be lievers, is  not a 
qua lity  o r g ift in fused  by God but on ly an act of man. It cannot be 
ca lled  a  g ift except w ith respect to the power to atta in to th is  faith.
T h is  teach ing  con trad ic ts  the  Ho ly  Sc rip tu res , w h ich  dec la re  that 
God in fu ses  new q u a lit ie s  of fa ith, of obed ience , and  of the  con
sc iousness of H is  love into our hearts: / will p u t  M y  l a w  within t h e m ,  
a n d  I will write it u p o n  their hearts,  Jer 31:33. And: / will p o u r  w a t e r  
o n  t h e  thirsty land, a n d  s t r e a m s  o n  t h e  d r y  g r o u n d .  And: G o d ' s  lo v e  
h a s  b e e n  p o u r e d  into o u r  h e a r t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  H o l y  Spirit w h o  h a s  
b e e n  g i v e n  to us,  Rom 5:5. T h is  a lso  conflicts w ith the constant prac
tice of the Church, w h ich prays by the mouth of the prophet: B r i n g  
m e  b a c k  that I m a y  b e  restored,  Jer 31:18.

7
The grace whereby we are converted to G od is  on ly  a  gentle  adv is 
ing. T h is  m anner of w ork ing w h ich cons is ts in adv is ing  is  the most 
nob le m anner in  the conversion of man and is  most in  harm ony w ith 
man's nature. T he re  is  no reason why th is  a d v is in g  g race  a lo ne  
shou ld  not be su ffic ien t to make the natura l man sp ir itua l. Indeed, 
God does not b ring  about the consent of the w ill except through th is  
moral suas ion. The power of the d iv in e  w ork ing su rpasses the work
ing of Satan, in  that G od prom ises eterna l w h ile  Satan p rom ises on ly  
tem pora l goods.
T h is  is  entire ly  Pe lag ian  and contrary to the w ho le Scripture, w h ich 
teaches beyond th is  m ora l suas ion  yet another, far more powerful 
and d iv in e  m anner of the working of the Holy S p ir it  in the conversion 
of man: A  n e w  h e a r t  I will g i v e  y o u ,  a n d  a  n e w  spirit I will p u t  within 
y o u ;  a n d  I will t a k e  o u t  o f  y o u r  flesh t h e  h e a r t  o f  s t o n e  a n d  g i v e  y o u  a  
h e a r t  o f  flesh, Ezek 36:26.

8
In regenerating man God does not use the powers of H is  om nipo
tence so as to forcefully and  un fa iling ly  bend man's w ill to faith and 
conversion. Even if a ll the works of grace have been accom p lished  
w h ich  G od  em p loys to convert man and  even if G od  in te n ds  h is
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regeneration and w ills  to regenerate him , man may yet so resist God 
and the Holy Sp ir it, and in deed  often does so resist, that he entire ly  
prevents h is  regeneration. It therefore rem ains in man's power to be 
regenerated o r not.
T h is  is  noth ing le ss than the den ia l of a ll the efficacy of God's grace 
in our conversion, and the sub jecting  of the working of A lm ighty God 
to the w ill of man. It is  contrary to the apostles, who teach that we 
be lieve a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  H i s  g r e a t  migh t ,  Eph 1:19, pray 
that our G od m a y  fulfil e v e r y  g o o d  r e s o l v e  a n d  w o r k  o f  faith b y  H i s  
p o w e r ,  2 T hess 1:11, and dec la re  that H i s  divine p o w e r  h a s  g r a n t e d  
to u s  all things that p e r t a i n  to life a n d  godli n e s s ,  2 Pet 1:3.

9
Grace and free w ill a re  partia l causes w hich together work the beg in 
n ing  of conversion. In the o rder of these causes grace does not pre
cede the w ork ing of the w ill. G od does not effectua lly he lp  the w ill of 
man to com e to convers ion un t il the  w ill of man m oves itse lf and 
dete rm ines to do this.
The early  C hurch long  ago condem ned th is  doctrine of the Pe lag ians 
accord ing to the words of the apostle: S o  it d e p e n d s  n o t  u p o n  m a n ' s  
will o r  exertion, b u t  u p o n  G o d ' s  m e r c y ,  Rom 9:16. Also: F o r  w h o  s e e s  
a n y t h i n g  different in y o u ?  W h a t  h a v e  y o u  that y o u  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e ?  1 

Cor 4:7. And: G o d  is a t  w o r k  in y o u  b o t h  to will a n d  to w o r k  for H i s  
g o o d  p l e a s u r e ,  P h il 2:13.

CHAPTER V
THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 

ARTICLE 1
THE R EG EN ER A T E  NOT FR E E  
FROM IN D W ELL IN G  SIN
Those whom God accord ing to H is purpose ca lls  into the fe llow ship 
of H is  Son, our Lord Jesus C h r is t, and regene ra tes by H is  Ho ly  
Sp ir it, He certa in ly  sets free from the dom in ion and slavery of s in, 
but not entire ly  in th is  life from the flesh and from the body of sin.
ARTICLE 2
DAILY S IN S  O F W EA K N ESS
Therefore da ily  s in s  of weakness sp ring  up and defects c lin g  to even 
the best works of the saints. These are for them a constant reason to 
hum ble them se lves before God, to flee to the c ruc if ied  Christ, to put 
the flesh to death more and more through the Sp ir it of prayer and by 
ho ly exerc ises of god liness , and to long and strive for the goa l of per
fection until at last, de live red  from th is  body of death, they re ign with 
the Lamb of God in heaven.
ARTICLE 3
G O D P R E S E R V E S  H IS  OWN
Because of these remnants of indw e lling  s in  and a lso  because of the 
temptations of the world and of Satan, those who have been convert
ed  c o u ld  no t rem a in  s ta n d in g  in  tha t g race  if le ft to th e ir  own 
strength. But G od is  fa ithfu l, who m erc ifu lly  con firm s them  in the 
grace once conferred upon them and powerfu lly preserves them in 
that grace to the end.
ARTICLE 4
SA IN TS MAY FALL INTO S E R IO U S  S IN S

214



Mt 26:41 
1 T hess 5:6,17

2 Sam 11 
Mt 26

2 Sam 12 
Eph 4:30 
Ps 32:3-5

Num 6:25

Eph 1:11 
2:4 

Ps 51:13 
Gal 4:5 
1 Jn 5:16-18 
Mt 12:31,32

1 Pet 1:23
1 Jn 3:9

2 Cor 7:10 
Ps 32:5

51:19

P h il 2:12

Ps 33:11 
Heb 6:17 
Rom 8:30,34 

9:11 
Lk 22:34 
Eph 1:13

A lthough the power of God whereby He confirm s and preserves true 
be lie ve rs  in grace is  so great that it cannot be conque red  by the 
flesh, yet the converted are not a lways so led  and moved by God 
that they cannot in certa in pa rticu la r actions turn a s ide  through the ir 
own fault from the gu idance of grace and be seduced  by and y ie ld  to 
the lusts of the flesh. They must therefore constantly watch and pray 
that they may not be le d  into temptation. W hen they do not watch 
and pray, they not on ly can be drawn away by the f lesh , the world, 
and Satan into se r ious and atroc ious s ins, but w ith the r ighteous per
m iss ion of God are som etim es actua lly  drawn away. The lam entab le 
fa ll of Dav id , Peter, and  o the r sa in ts, d esc r ib ed  in Ho ly Scripture , 
dem onstrates this.
ARTICLE 5
T HE E F FEC T S  O F  SU C H  S E R IO U S  S IN S
By such gross s ins, however, they greatly offend God, in cu r the gu ilt 
of death, grieve the Ho ly Sp ir it, suspend the exerc ise  of faith, severe
ly  w ound th e ir  con sc ie nces , and  som etim es for a  w h ile  lo se  the  
sense  of God's favour -  until they return to the right way through s in 
cere repentance and God's fatherly face aga in  sh in e s  upon them. 
ARTICLE 6
G O D  W ILL  NOT PER M IT  H IS  
E LEC T  TO BE  LOST
For God, who is  rich in mercy, accord ing to the unchangeab le  pur
pose of H is  e lection , does not com p lete ly  w ithdraw  H is  Ho ly S p ir it  
from H is  own even in  th e ir  dep lo rab le  fall. N e ithe r does He perm it 
them to s in k  so deep  that they fa ll away from the grace of adoption 
and the state of justif ication , o r comm it the s in  unto death o r the s in  
aga inst the Holy S p ir it  and, totally dese rted  by H im , p lunge  them 
se lves into eterna l ruin.
ARTICLE 7
G O D W ILL AGAIN R EN EW  H IS  
ELEC T  TO REPEN TA N C E
For in the first place, in the ir fall, He preserves in them H is  im pe rish 
ab le seed  of regeneration, so that it does not perish and is  not cast 
out. Further, through H is  Word and S p ir it  He certa in ly  and effectually 
renews them to repentance. As a resu lt they grieve from the heart 
with a god ly  sorrow for the s in s  they have committed; they seek and 
obtain through faith with a contrite heart forg iveness in the b lood of 
the Mediator; they aga in  experience the favour of a reconc iled  God 
and adore H is  m erc ies and fa ithfulness. And from now on they more 
d ilig en tly  work out the ir own sa lvation w ith fear and trembling. 
ARTICLE 8
THE G RA C E  O F THE 
T R IU N E  G O D  P R E S E R V E S
So it is  not through th e ir  own m erits  o r strength but through the 
undeserved mercy of God that they ne ithe r tota lly fall away from faith 
and  g race  no r rem a in in  th e ir  dow nfa ll and are f in a lly  lost. W ith 
respect to them se lves th is  cou ld  not on ly eas ily  happen but would 
undoubted ly  happen. But w ith respect to God th is  cannot poss ib ly  
happen, s ince  H is  counse l cannot be changed, H is  prom ise cannot 
fa il, the c a ll in g  acco rd ing  to H is  pu rpose  cannot be revoked, the 
merit, in te rcess ion , and preservation of C h r is t cannot be nu llif ie d ,

215



Rom 8:31-39 
2 Tim 4:8,18

Rom 8:16,17 
1 Jn 3:1,2 
Acts 24:16 
Rom 8:37

1 Cor 15:19

2 Cor 1:3 
1 Co r 10:13

Rom 12:1

Ps 56:12,13 
116:12 

T it 2:11-14 
1 Jn 3:3

2 C o r 7:10 

Eph 2:10

Ps 63:4

and  the  s e a lin g  of the  H o ly  S p ir it  can n e ith e r be frustra ted  nor 
destroyed.
ARTICLE 9
THE A SSU RA N C E  O F T H IS  PRESERVAT IO N  
Be lievers them se lves can be certa in of th is  preservation of the e lect 
to sa lvation and the perseverance of true be lievers in the faith. And 
they are indeed  certa in  accord ing to the m easure of the ir faith, by 
w hich they firm ly be lieve that they are and always sha ll remain true 
and liv ing  m em bers of the Church, and that they have forg iveness of 
s in s  and life eternal.
ARTICLE 10
THE S O U R C E  O F T H IS  A SSU RA N C E
T h is  a s su rance  is  not p ro du ced  by a c e rta in  p r iva te  reve la t ion  
bes ides o r outs ide  the Word, but by faith in the p rom ises of God, 
w hich He has most abundantly revealed in H is Word for our comfort; 
by the testimony of the Holy Sp ir it, w itness ing w ith our sp ir it  that we 
are ch ild ren  and he irs  of God and, finally, by the se r ious and ho ly 
pursu it of a c lea r consc ience and of good works. And if the e lect of 
God d id  not have in th is  world the so lid  comfort of obta in ing  the v ic 
tory and th is  un fa iling  p ledge of eterna l glory, they would be of a ll 
men the most m iserable.
ARTICLE 11
T H IS  A SSU RA N C E  NOT ALWAYS FELT
Scripture m eanw hile  testif ies that be lievers in th is  life have to strug
g le  w ith various doubts of the flesh and, p laced unde r severe tempta
tion, do not a lways feel th is  fu ll assurance of faith and  certa inty of 
perseverance. But God, the Father of a ll comfort, w ill not le t them be 
tempted beyond the ir  strength, but w ith the temptation w ill a lso  pro
v id e  the way of escape, and by the Holy S p ir it  w ill aga in  revive in 
them the certa inty of perseverance.
ARTICLE 12
T H IS  A SS U RA N C E  IS  AN IN C EN T IV E  
TO G O D L IN ES S
T h is  ce rta in ty  of perseverance, however, so far from m ak ing  true 
be lievers proud and com placent, is  rather the true root of hum ility, 
c h ild lik e  reverence, genu ine  god liness , endurance in every strugg le, 
fervent prayers, constancy in suffering and in the confess ion of the 
truth, and lasting  joy in God. Further, the cons ideration of th is  benefit 
is  for them  an incentive to the se r ious  and constant practice of grati
tude and good works, as is  ev iden t from the testim on ies of Scripture 
and the exam p les of the saints.
ARTICLE 13
T H IS  A SS U RA N C E  D O ES  NOT 
LEA D  TO C A R E L E S S N E S S
N e ith e r d o e s  th is  renew ed co n f id e nce  p roduce  c a re le s sn e s s  o r 
neg lect of g od lin e ss  in  those who have been restored after the ir fall; 
rather, it produces in them a  much greater concern to observe care
fu lly  the  ways of the  Lord, w h ich  He p repa red  befo rehand. They 
observe these ways in o rder that by w a lk ing  in  them they may retain 
the certa inty of the ir  perseverance. Then sha ll the face of the ir gra
c ious God not turn away from them aga in  because of the ir abuse of
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H is  fatherly goodness, w ith the  resu lt that they w ou ld  fa ll in to s t ill 
g reater angu ish  of sp ir it. Indeed, to those who fear God the contem 
p lation of H is  face is  sweeter than life, but its  w ithdrawal is  more b it
ter than death.
ARTICLE 14
T HE U SE O F  M EANS IN P E R S E V E R A N C E
Just as it has p leased  God to beg in  th is  work of grace in us by the 
p reach ing  of the gospe l, so He m ainta ins, continues, and com pletes 
it by the hea ring  and read ing of H is  Word, by m editation on it, by its 
exhortations, threats, and p rom ises, and  by the  use of the sacra 
ments.
ARTICLE 15
T H IS  D O C T R IN E  IS  HATED BY SATAN 
BUT LO VED  BY T HE C H U R C H
T h is  doctrine of the perseverance of true be lievers and sa ints, and of 
the ir assurance of it, G od has most abundantly revea led in H is  W ord 
for the g lo ry of H is  Name and for the conso lation of the godly, and 
He im presses it on the hearts of be lievers. It is  som eth ing w hich the 
flesh does not understand, Satan hates, the w orld r id icu les , the igno 
rant and the hypocrites abuse, and the here tics attack. The B ride  of 
Christ, on the o ther hand, has always loved th is  doctrine most ten
derly  and defended it steadfastly as a  treasure of inestim ab le  value; 
and God, aga inst whom no counse l can ava il and no strength can 
preva il, sh a ll see to it that she  w ill con tinue to do so. To th is  God 
a lone , Father, Son, and  Ho ly  S p ir it , be honou r and  g lo ry  forever. 
Amen.

REJECTION OF ERRORS
Having exp la ined  the true doctrine of the perseverance of the sa ints, 
Synod rejects the fo llow ing errors:

1

The perseverance of the true be lievers is  not a  fru it of e lection o r a 
g ift of God obta ined by the death of Christ, but a  cond ition of the new 
covenant, w h ich man before h is  so-ca lled dec is ive  e lection and justi
f ication must fu lf il through h is  free w ill.
Ho ly Scripture  testif ies that perseverance follows from e lection and is  
g iven to the e lect by v irtue  of the death, resurrection, and in terces
s ion of Christ: T h e  elect o b t a i n e d  it, b u t  t h e  rest w e r e  h a r d e n e d ,  Rom 
11:7. Also: H e  w h o  d i d  n o t  s p a r e  H i s  o w n  S o n  b u t  g a v e  H i m  u p  for u s  
all, will H e  n o t  a l s o  g i v e  u s  all t h ings with H i m ?  W h o  shall b r i n g  a n y  
c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  G o d ' s  e l e c t ?  It is G o d  w h o  justifies; w h o  is to c o n 

d e m n ?  Is it C h r i s t  J e s u s  w h o  died, y e s ,  w h o  w a s  r a i s e d  f r o m  t h e  
d e a d ,  w h o  is a t  t h e  right h a n d  o f  G o d ,  w h o  i n d e e d  i n t e r c e d e s  for u s ?  
W h o  shall s e p a r a t e  u s  f r o m  t h e  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t ?  Rom 8:32-35.

2
God does indeed  provide the be liever with suffic ient strength to perse
vere, and is  ready to preserve th is  in h im  if he w ill do h is  duty. But even 
with a ll those th ings in p lace which are necessary to persevere in faith 
and w hich God w ill use to preserve faith, it s t ill always depends on the 
dec is ion of man's w ill w hether he w ill persevere o r not.
T h is  id e a  con ta ins outrigh t Pe lag ian ism . W h ile  it wants to make men 
free, it m akes them robbers of God's honour. It conflicts w ith the con-
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sistent teaching of the gospel, which takes from man all cause for 
boasting, and ascribes all the praise for this benefit to the grace of 
God alone. It is also contrary to the testimony of the apostle: It is God 
w h o  will s u s t a i n  y o u  to t h e  e n d ,  guiltless in t h e  d a y  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  
Christ,  1 Cor 1:8.

3
True regenerate believers not only can fall completely and definitely 
from justifying faith and also from grace and salvation, but indeed 
they often do fall from them and are lost forever.
This opinion nullifies the grace of justification and regeneration and 
the continuous preservation by Christ, contrary to the clear words of 
the apostle Paul: G o d  s h o w s  H i s  lo v e  for u s  in that w h i l e  w e  w e r e  y e t  
s i n n e r s  Chri s t  d i e d  for us. S i n c e ,  therefore, w e  a r e  n o w  justified b y  
H i s  blood, m u c h  m o r e  shall w e  b e  s a v e d  b y  H i m  f r o m  t h e  w r a t h  o f  
G o d ,  Rom 5:8, 9. And contrary to the apostle John: N o  o n e  b o m  o f  
G o d  c o m m i t s  sins; for G o d ' s  s e e d  a b i d e s  in h i m ,  a n d  h e  c a n n o t  sin 
b e c a u s e  h e  is b o m  o f  G o d ,  1 Jn 3:9, and also to the words of Jesus 
Christ: / g i v e  t h e m  eter n a l  life, a n d  t h e y  shall n e v e r  perish, a n d  n o  
o n e  shall s n a t c h  t h e m  o u t  o f  M y  h a n d .  M y  Father, w h o  h a s  g i v e n  
t h e m  to M e ,  is g r e a t e r  t h a n  all, a n d  n o  o n e  is a b l e  to s n a t c h  t h e m  o u t  
o f  t he F a ther's h a n d ,  Jn 10:28, 29.

4
True regenerate believers can commit the sin that leads to death or 
the sin against the Holy Spirit.
The same apostle John, after speaking of those who commit the sin 
that leads to death and forbidding prayer for them, 1 Jn 5:16-17, 
immediately adds: W e  k n o w  that a n y  o n e  b o r n  o f  G o d  d o e s  n o t  sin 
(namely, with that kind of sin), b u t  H e  w h o  w a s  b o r n  o f  G o d  k e e p s  
hi m ,  a n d  t h e  evil o n e  d o e s  n o t  t o u c h  h i m ,  v. 18.

5
Without a special revelation we can have no certainty of future per
severance in this life.
By this doctrine the sure comfort of true believers in this life is taken 
away, and the doubting of the followers of the pope is again intro
duced into the Church. The Holy Scriptures, however, always deduce 
this assurance, not from a special and extraordinary revelation, but 
from the marks peculiar to the children of God and from the very 
constant promises of God. So especially the apostle Paul declares 
that nothing in all creation will b e  a b l e  to s e p a r a t e  u s  f r o m  t h e  l o v e  of 
G o d  in C h rist J e s u s  o u r  Lord,  Rom 8:39. And John writes: All w h o  
k e e p  H i s  c o m m a n d m e n t s  a b i d e  in H i m ,  a n d  H e  in t h e m .  A n d  b y  this 
w e  k n o w  that H e  a b i d e s  in us, b y  t h e  Spirit w h o m  H e  h a s  g i v e n  us,  1 

Jn 3:24.
6

By its very nature the doctrine of the certainty of perseverance and 
salvation causes false security and is harmful to godliness, good 
morals, prayers, and other holy exercises. On the contrary, it is 
praiseworthy to doubt.
This error ignores the effective power of God's grace and the working 
of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. It contradicts the apostle John, 
who teaches the opposite with these clear words: B e l o v e d ,  w e  a r e  
G o d ' s  children n o w ;  it d o e s  n o t  y e t  a p p e a r  w h a t  w e  shall be, b u t  w e
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k n o w  that w h e n  H e  a p p e a r s  w e  shall b e  like H i m ,  for w e  shall s e e  
H i m  a s  H e  is. A n d  e v e r y o n e  w h o  t h u s  h o p e s  in H i m  purifies h i m s e l f  
a s  H e  is p u r e ,  1 Jn 3:2, 3. Furthermore, it is refuted by the example 
of the saints in both the Old and the New Testament who, although 
they were certain of their perseverance and salvation, nevertheless 
continued in prayer and other exercises of godliness.

7
The faith of those who believe for a time does not differ from justify
ing and saving faith except with respect to its duration.
In Mt 13:20-23 and Luke 8:13-15 Christ Himself clearly indicates, 
besides this duration, a threefold difference between those who 
believe only for a time and true believers. He declares that the former 
receive the seed on rocky ground, but the latter in good soil, or in a 
good heart; that the former are without root, but the latter have a firm 
root; and that the former are without fruit, but the latter bring forth 
fruit in varying measure, constantly and steadfastly.

8
It is not absurd that one, having lost his first regeneration, is again 
and even often born anew.
This doctrine denies that the seed of God, by which we are born 
again, is imperishable, contrary to the testimony of the apostle Peter: 
Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  b o r n  a n e w ,  n o t  o f  p e r i s h a b l e  s e e d  b u t  o f  i m p e r i s h 

able,  1 Pet 1:23.
9

Christ did not pray anywhere that believers should unfailingly contin
ue in faith.
This contradicts Christ Himself, who says: / h a v e  p r a y e d  for y o u  
(Simon) that y o u r  faith m a y  n o t  fail, Luke 22:32. It also contradicts 
the apostle John, who declares that Christ did not pray only for the 
apostles, but also for all who would believe through their word: H o l y  
F a t h e r ,  k e e p  t h e m  in T h y  N a m e ,  and, / d o  n o t  p r a y  t h a t  T h o u  
s h o u l d s t  t a k e  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e  world, b u t  that T h o u  s h o u l d s t  k e e p  
t h e m  f r o m  th e  evil o n e ,  Jn 17:11, 15, 20.

C O N C L U S I O N

This is the clear, simple, and straightforward explanation of the orthodox doctrine with 
respect to the five articles in dispute in the Netherlands, as well as the rejection of the 
errors by which the Churches have for some time been disturbed. The Synod judges 
this explanation and rejection to be taken from the Word of God and to be in agree
ment with the confessions of the Reformed Churches. Hence it clearly appears that 
some have acted very improperly and against all truth, fairness, and love in wishing to 
persuade the public of the following:
-  The doctrine of the Reformed Churches concerning predestination and related 

subjects, by its very character and tendency, turns the hearts of men away from all 
godliness and religion.

-  It is an opiate for the flesh administered by the devil, and a stronghold of Satan, 
where he lies in wait for all, wounds multitudes, and mortally pierces many with 
the darts both of despair and false security.

-  It makes God the author of sin, an unjust tyrant and hypocrite; and is nothing more 
than a renewed Stoicism, Manicheism, Libertinism, and Mohammedanism.
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-  It leads to sinful carelessness, since it makes people believe that nothing can pre
vent the salvation of the elect, no matter how they live, and that, therefore, they 
may safely commit the most atrocious crimes. On the other hand, it would not in 
the least contribute to the salvation of the reprobate, even if they had performed 
all the works of the saints.

-  The same doctrine teaches that God has predestined and created the greatest 
part of the world for eternal damnation by a mere arbitrary act of His will, without 
taking into account any sin.

-  In the same manner in which election is the source and cause of faith and good 
works, reprobation is the cause of unbelief and ungodliness.

-  Many innocent children of believers are torn from their mothers' breasts and tyran
nically thrown into hell, so that neither the blood of Christ nor their baptism nor the 
prayers of the Church at their baptism can be of any help to them.

And there are many more teachings of this kind which the Reformed Churches not 
only do not confess but even detest wholeheartedly.
Therefore, this Synod of Dort adjures, in the name of the Lord, all who piously call 
upon our Saviour Jesus Christ not to judge the faith of the Reformed Churches from 
the slander gathered from here and there. Neither are they to judge from personal 
statements of some ancient or modern teachers, often quoted in bad faith, or taken 
out of context and explained contrary to their meaning. But one ought to judge the 
faith of the Reformed Churches from the public confessions of these Churches them
selves and from the present explanation of the orthodox doctrine, confirmed by the 
unanimous consent of the members of the entire Synod, one and all.
Moreover, the Synod warns the slanderers themselves to consider how severe a judg
ment of God awaits those who bear false witness against so many Churches and their 
confessions, disturb the consciences of the weak, and try to make many suspicious of 
the community of true believers.
Finally, this Synod exhorts all fellow ministers in the gospel of Christ to conduct them
selves in a God-fearing and reverent manner when they deal with this doctrine in 
schools and Churches. In teaching it, both in speaking and writing, they ought to seek 
the glory of God's Name, the holiness of life, and the consolation of afflicted souls. 
Their thinking and speaking about this doctrine should be in agreement with Scripture 
according to the analogy of faith. And they must refrain from all those expressions 
which exceed the prescribed limits of the true meaning of the Holy Scriptures and 
which may provide shameless sophists with a good opportunity to scoff at the doc
trine of the Reformed Churches, or even to slander it.
May Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who is seated at the Father's right hand and gives 
gifts to men, sanctify us in the truth, lead to the truth those who err, silence the slan
derers of the sound doctrine, and equip the faithful ministers of His Word with the 
Spirit of wisdom and discretion, that everything they say may tend to the glory of God 
and the building up of those who hear them. Amen.
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