
Committee on 
Relations with Churches Abroad of the 

Canadian Reformed Churches

i

Report to 
General Synod Chatham, 2004

H.E. Hoogstra 
J. Huijgen 
E. Kampen 

H.Leyenhorst 
W. Pleiter 

C.J. VanderVelde



Table of Contents
1. Free Church o f  Scotland (FCS)

1.1. Mandate

1.2. Correspondence

1.3. Acts of General Assemblies

1.4. Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

1.5. The Division within the Free Church

1.6. The Discussion of the Divergences

1.7. Recommendations

2. Free R eform ed Churches o f  Australia (FRCA).

2.1. Mandate

2.2. Correspondence

2.3. Acts of Synod Albany 2000.

2.4. Considerations

2.5. Recommendations

3. Free R eform ed Churches o f  South Africa (FRCSA)

3.1. Mandate

3.2. Correspondence

3.3. Highlights from the Acts

3.4. Observations

3.5. Recommendations

4. Presbyterian Church in Korea (PCK).

4.1. Mandate

4.2. Issues Mandated by Synod

4.3. Correspondence

4.4. Visit to Presbyterian Church of Korea

4.5. Recommendations

5. R eform ed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) (GKN  
Gereform eerde Kerken in Nederland)

5.1. Mandate



3

5.2. Issues Mandated by Synod
5.2.1 .M arriage Form
5 .2 .2 . H ym ns
5 .2 .3 . Fourth C om m andm ent
5 .2 .4 . T heological University a s  "Knowledge C entre”
5 .2 .5 . "Professionalizing” of the Ministry 
5 .2 .6 .Increasing centralization of church life

5.3. Correspondence

5.4. Change in Communication

5.5. Recommendations.

6. In ternational Conference o f  R eform ed Churches (ICRC).

6.1. Mandate

6.2. Correspondence

6.3. ICRC 2001

6.4. Considerations

6.5. Recommendations

7. O ther Matters

7.1. With respect to the Pilgrim Reformed Churches in East Nusa 
Tengarra, Indonesia (GGRM) Synod mandated the CRCA:

7.2. General

7.3. Budget.

7.4. Considerations
7.4.1. GGRM
7.4.2. General
7.4.3. Budget
7.4.4. Terms

7.5. Recommendations 

Appendices

Rules for Ecclesiastical Fellowship- Canadian Reformed Churches

Presbyterian Church of Korea Fifty Year Jubilee

Address of Delegate to Synod Zuidhorn

Report on General Synod Zuidhorn 2002, and the Free Church of 
Scotland



4

COMMITTEE ON RELATIONS WITH CHURCHES ABROAD OF 
THE CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCHES

REPORT TO GENERAL SYNOD CHATHAM, 2004

E steem ed  Brothers:

G eneral Synod  N eerlandia 2001 g a v e  our C om m ittee the m andate  
to  co n tin u e  th e  re la tio n sh ip  o f E c c le s ia s t ic a l F e llo w sh ip  with th e  F ree  
C hurch o f S co tlan d , the F ree  R eform ed C h u rch es o f A ustralia, th e  F ree  
R e fo r m e d  C h u r c h e s  in S o u th  A frica , th e  R e fo r m e d  C h u r c h e s  in th e  
N etherlands (Liberated), and the Presbyterian Church in K orea under the  
a d o p te d  r u le s . T h is  R ep o rt g iv e s  an  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  
C o m m ittee  s in c e  th e  la s t held  S y n o d . T h e  C h u r c h e s  are  p r e se n te d  in 
a lp h a b e t ic a l order. T h is is fo llo w e d  by th e  report on  th e  In ternational 
C o n fe r e n c e  o f  R efo rm ed  C h u r c h e s . T h e  R ep ort c o n c lu d e s  w ith s o m e  
m isce lla n eo u s item s.

1. Free Church of Scotland (FCS)
1.1. Mandate
Synod  m andated  the CRCA:

1.1 .1 . To continue th e  relationship o f e c c le s ia s tic a l fellow sh ip  with 
th e  F ree  C hurch o f  S co tla n d  (M ajority) under th e  a d o p ted  
rules w hile continuing to m onitor the situation with the F ree  
Church of Scotland  (Continuing) in order to co m e  to greater  
clarity on the matter;

1 .1 .2 . To remind the FC S o f the rules for Fellow ship  w hich include, 
am ong other things, that ch urches in e cc le s ia s tica l fellow ship  
be consu lted  before entering into third party relationships;

1 .1 .3 . To inform both the F C S (Majority) and th e  F ree  C hurch of 
S co tla n d  (C ontinu ing) (F C C ) that th ey  h a v e  our prayerful 
support with the h ope that they will, by G od’s  grace, co m e to 
reconciliation;

1 .1 .4 . To c o m m u n ic a te  to  th e  c h u r c h e s  th e  n e e d  for prayerfu l 
support for the situation of the Church in Scotland;

1 .1 .5 . To c o n tin u e  th e  d is c u s s io n  on th e  e x is tin g  d if fe r e n c e s  in 
co n fessio n  and church polity a s  noted in C onsideration 4 .6 .3 . 
(Synod  2 0 0 1 , Article 34).

1.2. Correspondence
1.2.1 .An em ail w a s  se n t to the Principal Clerk of the FCS on July 3, 

2 0 0 1 , w hich req uested  further information about the division  
that occurred in January 2 0 0 0 .

1 .2 .2 . A letter dated  S ep tem b er  10, 2001 w a s  se n t to the Principal 
Clerk of the F C S reiterating the req u est for information. In 
this sa m e  letter m ention w a s  m ade o f how  they had entered  
into fe llow sh ip  with the F ree R eform ed  C h u rch es o f North
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A m erica without consulting us on the matter. T he letter a lso  
m entioned the continued prayerful support for the ch u rch es of 
the Lord in Scotland.

1 .2 .3 . Via the C orresponding S ecretary  of the ICRC w e received  a 
c o m m u n ic a t io n  d a te d  O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 0 1 ,  in w h ic h  th e  
E cum enical R elations C om m ittee of the FC S d istan ced  itself 
from an article written by Principal D onald  M acleod  in the  
W e st H ighland F ree  P r e s s  on 27th  July 2 0 0 1 . T his article  
contained  derogatory rem arks about the ch u rches involved in 
the ICRC.

1 .2 .4 . On N ovem ber 2, 2 0 0 1 , a  copy of the A cts and a copy of the  
2001 Y earbook w ere m ailed to the FC S.

1 .2 .5 . On D ecem b er  4, 2 0 0 1 , a  cop y  o f the Study R eports on the  
d i v e r g e n c e s  b e t w e e n  R e fo r m e d  a n d  P r e s b y te r ia n  
C o n fess io n s  and Polity w a s  sen t, soliciting feed b a ck  on th e s e  
stu d ies.

1 .2 .6 . An em ail dated  April 4, 2 0 0 2  w a s  received  from the Clerk to 
th e  E c u m e n ic a l R e la t io n s  C o m m itte e  r e sp o n d in g  to  ou r  
letters. Appreciation w a s  e x p r e sse d  for our on goin g  concern  
and prayers. T he letter exp la ined  that it w a s  not p o ss ib le  to 
g o  into deta ils about the situation with the FCC s in c e  the FCC  
had initiated legal actions. Finally, they  ack n ow led ge  our point 
r e g a r d in g  e n te r in g  fe l lo w s h ip  w ith  th e  F r e e  R e fo r m e d  
C hurches o f North A m erica and  w ish ed  to a ssu r e  u s that no 
o ffen se  w a s  intended.

1 .2 .7 . A n in v ita tion  w a s  r e c e iv e d  d a te d  April 4 , 2 0 0 2  to  s e n d  
d e le g a te s  to the forthcom ing G eneral A ssem bly. Two brothers 
w ere  d e leg a ted  to visit Scotland , although it w a s  not p oss ib le  
to  c o o r d in a te  th e ir  v is it  to  c o in c id e  w ith  th e  d a te  o f  th e  
G eneral A ssem bly.

1 .2 .8 .In a  le t te r  d a te d  J u n e  2 5 ,  2 0 0 2  w e  c o m m u n ic a te d  ou r  
evaluation  o f the situation b a sed  on all information gathered , 
including the report by the tw o brothers w ho visited Scotland  
in May 2 0 0 2 .

1 .2 .9 . In a  letter dated  February 21 , 2 0 0 3 , w e  w ere  invited to sen d  a 
d e le g a te  to the G eneral A ssem b ly  sch ed u led  for May 19-23 ,
2 0 0 3 .  W e a ls o  r e c e iv e d  a S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  E cu m en ica l 
R elations C om m ittee concern ing the F ree Church o f Scotland  
C ontinuing. A  letter o f greeting w a s  se n t in re sp o n se , dated  
March 7, 2 0 0 3 .

1.3. Acts of General Assemblies
T he Principal A cts o f the G eneral A ssem b lie s  o f the F ree Church of
S cotlan d  o f  2 0 0 1  and  2 0 0 2  w ere  rev iew ed . T h ey  revea l that the
A ssem b lie s  continue to b e b usy  with m atters o f the training o f the
ministry, m ission , ecu m en ica l relations, practical m atters pertaining
to property is su e s , a s  well a s  legal ch a llen g es  from the FCC.
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1.4. Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
1 .4 .1 . In a  letter dated  D ecem b er  4, 2 0 0 1 , w e  informed the FCC via  

th e  C le r k  o f  th e  A s s e m b ly  o f  o u r  e f f o r t s  to  m o n ito r  
d ev e lo p m en ts. Included with the letter w a s  a  cop y  o f the A cts 
o f S yn od  2 0 0 1 .

1 .4 .2 .In a  le t te r  d a te d  F e b r u a r y  1 6 , 2 0 0 2 ,  th e  C le r k  o f  th e  
E c u m e n ic a l R e la t io n s  C o m m itte e  p o in te d  o u t  a r e a s  h e  
d e e m e d  w orthy o f  further co n sid era tio n  on  our part. T his  
letter w a s  later approved  by th e  FCC G eneral A ssem b ly  o f  
May 28 , 2 0 0 2 .

1 .4 .3 .In a le t te r  d a te d  J u n e  2 5 , 2 0 0 2 ,  w e  c o m m u n ic a te d  ou r  
evaluation  o f the situation b a sed  on all information gathered , 
including the report by the tw o brothers w h o  visited Scotland  
in May 2 0 0 2 .

1.5. The Division within the Free Church
T h e C o rr e sp o n d e n c e  in d ica tes  that effort w a s  m a d e to c o m e  to 
g r e a te r  clarity  on  th e  d iv is io n  th at o c c u r r e d  in J a n u a ry  2 0 0 0 .  
B e s id e s  corresponding about the matter, information w a s  gathered  
via con tacts at the ICRC in Philadelphia in June 2001  and the visit 
of tw o brothers to Scotland  in May 2 0 0 2 .

T he co rresp o n d en ce  did not bring any n ew  th ings to light. N o new  
d ocu m en ts beyond  w hat w a s  a lready known to u s w ere  subm itted. 
T he letter from the FCC dated  February 16, 2 0 0 2 , tried to point out 
s o m e  a r e a s  d e e m e d  w orthy o f  further con sid eration  on  our part. 
H ow ever, w e  w ere  not con v in ced  that th o se  w h o  form ed the FCC  
had truly ex h a u sted  the ecc le s ia s tica l p ro cess .

At the ICRC m eeting in Philadelphia w e  b eca m e  aw are o f ex ten s iv e  
efforts by a  d elegation  from the OPC , w hich had visited  Scotland , to 
bring a b o u t reconcilia tion . W hat is m ost re levant is th e  w a y  th e  
O P C  C om m ittee  on E cum enicity  and  Interchurch R ela tion s sa id , 
“...it  d o e s  not b elieve  an error by an a sse m b ly  in the determ ining of 
a judicial m atter not involving h e r e sy  is an a d e q u a te  ground for 
d isru p tin g  th e  un ity  o f  th e  c h u r c h .” T h is  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  th e  
c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  C R C A  a s  s t a t e d  in th e  R e p o r t  to  S y n o d  
N eerlandia ( s e e  3 .4 .5  and 3 .4 .6 .).

T he visit to  Scotland  in May 2 0 0 2  brought no n ew  information to the  
fore. It should b e noted that the d e le g a te s  w ere  warm ly received  by 
both s id e s  and  felt spiritual affinity with both. T his im p ressed  on  
their m inds that the is su e  w a s  o n e  o f struggle b etw een  brothers, not 
a m atter o f true or fa lse  church. A visitor from C anada might not be  
a b le  to d isc e r n  a d if fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  a F C S  and  FC C  w orsh ip  
serv ice . All this m a k es the separation  ev en  m ore regrettable.

To help S ynod  arrive at a  proper conclusion  about the matter, w e
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include portions o f the letters s e n t  to both the FC S and the FCC  
that su m m ed  up our findings. To the Free Church of Scotland  w e  
wrote:

...In light of the report brought back by our tw o brothers, 
w e  w ish  to r e a s s u r e  your C o m m ittee  o f th e  con tin u in g  
re la t io n sh ip  o f  E c c le s ia s t ic a l  F e llo w sh ip  b e tw e e n  our  
re sp ec tiv e  ch u rch es  ( s e e  A cts S yn od  N eerlan d ia , Article 
34 , 5 .1 .1 , p 33 ). Further, w hile w e  can  understand that it 
m ust be b u rd en som e to h ave to talk about the separation  
that occurred in January o f 2 0 0 0 , w e  w ish  to a ssu r e  your 
C om m ittee that w e  talk about this b e c a u se  w e  w ish  to take  
o u r  r e la t io n s h ip  s e r io u s ly .  B y  f r e e ly  e n te r in g  in to  
relationships with ch u rch es in other parts o f the world w e  
m ake o u rse lv e s  accou n tab le  to ea ch  other ( s e e  R u les for 
E c c le s ia s t ic a l  F e llo w sh ip , e s p e c ia l ly  #  1 ). P l e a s e  b e  
a s s u r e d  th e n  th a t  w h a t  w e  s a y  is  n o t  d o n e  o u t  o f  
h a u gh tin ess but out o f a  s e n s e  o f exercising  our Christian 
ob ligations toward the F ree Church, m otivated by the love  
for Christ.

In all this, how ever, w e  m ust a ck n o w led g e  that from our  
p e r s p e c t iv e , w e  a re  not a b le  to  c o m e  to  a n y  d ifferen t  
c o n c lu s io n  than  th e  o n e  fou n d  in our R ep ort to S y n o d  
N eerlandia 2 0 0 1 . A s you h ave a  co p y  o f that Report you  
will be aw are that w e  did not sim ply g ive  an en d orsem en t  
to  th e  a c t io n s  ta k en  but w e  had  ou r r e s e r v a t io n s  and  
con cern s. From our p erspective, w e  still w onder if all w a s  
d o n e  to prevent the sep ara tion . You m ay know  that w e  
h a v e  c o m m u n ic a te d  to  th e  " C on tin u in g” s id e  th a t our  
con clu sion s with resp ect to their action s remain the sa m e  
a s  well. Though w e d isa g ree  with the cou rse  of action they  
follow ed, w e  have a d eg ree  of sym pathy for their plight.

W e draw your attention to the w ords o f the a p o stle  Paul a s  
fo u n d  in 1 C o r in th ia n s  9 . It is a  fa m ilia r  p a s s a g e  o f  
Scripture dealing with our Christian rights and freed om s. In 
chapter 9 Paul m ak es the point that he had certain rights 
but he did not insist on them . He did that both for the sa k e  
of the hearers and for him self. He w anted  to win a s  m any  
a s  p oss ib le . He w a s  a lso  acutely  aw are that his ow n sh are  
in the b le ss in g s  w ere  at stak e (v 23 ). He did not w ant to be 
disqualified  for th e  prize (v. 2 7 ). W e w onder: you m ay  
have b een  in the right about certain things, but w a s  it the 
proper tim e to a sse r t  that right? W as it worth the co st o f the 
breaking of the Church of the Lord in Scotland?

W e recogn ize  w e  look at it from a d istan ce . That can  be a
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d i s a d v a n t a g e  b u t it c a n  a l s o  b e  a n  a d v a n t a g e  a s  
so m e tim e s  in the h ea t o f  th e  battle w e  lo se  p ersp ectiv e . 
W e are sure that the d esire  o f u s both is the glory o f G od’s  
N am e. It is that d esire  w hich m a k es u s bold to humbly write 
th e s e  w ords to you in the h op e that they  m ay bring glory to 
G od’s  N am e in en couraging  restoration o f w hat h a s  b een  
broken.

To the Free Church o f Scotland  (C ontinuing) w e  wrote,

...In all this, how ever, w e  m ust ack n ow led ge  that from our 
p e r s p e c t iv e , w e  a r e  not a b le  to  c o m e  to a n y  d ifferen t  
c o n c lu s io n  than  th e  o n e  fou n d  in ou r R ep ort to S y n o d  
N eerlandia 2 0 0 1 . A s you h ave a cop y  o f that R eport you  
will be aw are that w e  did not sim ply g ive  an en d orsem en t  
to the action s taken by w hat you term a s  the FCS-Majority 
but w e  had our reservations and co n cern s. In article 2 8  of 
our B elgic C o n fessio n  w e  c o n fe s s  that w e  are ob liged  to 
m a in ta in  th e  u n ity  o f  th e  c h u r c h . P e r h a p s  w ith  o u r  
continental R eform ed polity w e  are  not ab le  to grasp  all the  
in tricacies o f the P resbyterian  polity. W e know  you  h ave  
tried to point so m e  o f th e s e  th ings out to u s in your letter of 
February 16, 2 0 0 2 . From our point o f view , it w ould ap p ear  
that you did not ex h a u st the ecc le s ia s tica l p r o c e ss . More 
significantly, how ever, it would s e e m  that a  separation  over  
a point o f church polity is not justified. From our va n ta g e  
point that point o f polity is not the s e q u e n c e  o f e v e n ts  that 
led to action s in January 2 0 0 0  but the d ecision  m ad e so m e  
y e a r s  p rev io u s ly  th a t th e  m atter  sh o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  
fin ished. In term s o f polity, o n e  should  b e willing to suffer 
an  in j u s t ic e .  S e p a r a t io n  r e q u ir e s  e v id e n c e  th a t th e  
S c r ip tu r e s , a s  c o n f e s s e d  in th e  S ta n d a r d s , a r e  b e in g  
d en ied . Are you a b le  to  d efen d  your co u rse  o f action  in 
light o f Scripture a s  su m m ed  up in your S tandards?

W e w r ite  t h e s e  th in g s  w ith  tr e p id a t io n , all th e  m o re  
b e c a u se  w e  s e n s e  our spiritual affinity with you . W e w ant 
you  to know  that w e  will a ls o  a d d r e ss  th e  brothers from  
w hom  you h ave  b eco m e  sep ara ted . W e do  not s in g le  you  
ou t a s  th e  o n ly  o n e  w ith fau lt. W e w rite t h e s e  th in g s , 
how ever, in light o f the relationship that w e  h ave  with the  
F ree Church o f Scotlan d  s in c e  1 9 9 2  with the prayer that 
our w ords sp ok en  and written in w e a k n e ss  m ay h ave  the  
b le s se d  effect o f restoration o f a  h o u se  divided.

T he further investigation o f the m atter h a s thus led to a confirmation 
o f th e  position  found in th e  R eport to S yn od  2 0 0 1 . T hat m e a n s  
w hen  all is sa id  and d o n e  and em pathy is e x p r e sse d  for the FCC,



9

w e  m ust add our a g reem en t to the w ords of the O P C  C om m ittee on  
E cum enicity and Interchurch R elations that w e  too  d o  “...n o t b elieve  
an error by an a ssem b ly  in the determ ining o f a  judicial m atter not 
involving h eresy  is an ad eq u a te  ground for disrupting the unity of 
the church.” In all this it should  a lso  be rem em bered  that the FC S  
c la im s it fo llow ed  d u e  p r o c e s s  and  th u s c o n te s ts  th e  ch a rg e  o f  
having m ade an error. W e h ave no ground to d ispute that claim.

1.6. The Discussion of the Divergences
To fulfill Synod  N eerlandia’s  m andate "to continue the d iscu ss io n  on  
th e  ex is tin g  d iv e r g e n c e s  in c o n fe s s io n  and  church  p o lity ...” th e  
S tu d y  R ep o r ts  on  th e  D iv e r g e n c e s  b e tw e e n  P resb y ter ia n  and  
R eform ed C o n fe ss io n s  and Church Polity a s  subm itted  to S yn od  
N ew  W estm inster 1971 and Synod  Burlington 1 9 8 3  w ere  gathered  
and se n t to the FC S ( s e e  C orresp on d en ce 1 .2 .5 ). To date, there  
have b een  no com m en ts on th e s e  stu d ies.

T he C om m ittee d o e s  d e e m  it fitting to draw S y n o d ’s  attention  to  
w h a t is fou n d  in A p p en d ix  I o f  S y n o d  L incoln, 1 9 9 2 . T h is  is a  
significant reference s in c e  Synod  Lincoln form alized E cclesiastica l 
Fellow ship with the FC S. In a section  of the CRCA R eport with the  
heading, “R elations with the O PC ” it sa y s ,

In light of the fact that the C anadian R eform ed C hurches h ave  
fo r  s o m e  y e a r s  a lr e a d y  b e e n  b u s y  w ith  th e  O r th o d o x  
P resbyterian Church, and se e in g  that it is the only church of 
P resbyterian  p ersu a s io n  that w e  h a v e  had in te n se  co n ta c t  
with, w e  d ecid ed  a s  C anadian D ep u ties to  bring the m em bers  
o f th e  F C S  up to  d a te  on  th e  n a tu re  a n d  s t a te  o f  t h e s e  
d is c u ss io n s . In particular w e  d ea lt with w h at h a v e  b e c o m e  
known a s  the d ivergen cies  b etw een  the T hree Form s o f Unity 
and the W estm inster S tandards, b etw een  the polity o f Dordt 
and W estm inster.

W e fu lly  r e a liz e  th a t w h ile  th e r e  a r e  s im ila r it ie s  
b etw een  th e  F C S  and  th e  O PC , th ere  are  a ls o  d ifferen ces  
that n e e d  to  b e n oted  and  r e sp e c te d . And w hile  it can  be  
argued  that w e  did not h ave a  m andate from Synod  1 9 8 6  to 
1 9 8 9  to d is c u s s  th e s e  m atters, w e  w ere  o f the opinion that 
failure to d o  s o  m ay well deprive the F C S o f certain n eed ed  
insights in term s o f their evaluation  o f u s and w h ere w e  stand  
with resp ec t to  their co n fe s s io n s  and church governm ent.

T h ey  listen ed  sym p ath etica lly  and  req u ested  u s  to 
sen d  them  c o p ie s  o f the letter w hich our C ontact C om m ittee  
se n t to  the O PC . W e prom ised to d o  s o  in d u e  tim e. It m ay be  
worthy o f note that o n e  o f the Scottish  brothers a sk ed , “W hy 
d o  y o u  s p e a k  o f  u s  a s  P r e s b y t e r ia n  a n d  y o u r s e l f  a s  
R eform ed; w h erea s , w e  con sid er  o u r se lv e s  to  b e R eform ed  
a s  w ell.” W e w ere  a little taken a b a ck  by th is q u estion  and



e x p la in e d  th a t no  o f f e n s e  w a s  in te n d e d , but th a t it had  
b e c o m e , rightly or w rongly , a  w a y  o f  s p e a k in g  and  e a s y  
iden tification  in our c irc le s . It b e c a m e  c le a r  that th e  F C S  
con sid ers itself to be R eform ed in doctrine and Presbyterian  
in polity. (C an  th e  s a m e  not b e sa id  o f u s? )  (A cts S y n o d  
Lincoln, 1992 , p a g e s  1 2 3 -124 )

W hen Synod  N eerlandia m andated  the C om m ittee to continue the 
d iscu ssion , it implied that this d iscu ssio n  originally ex isted  but had 
co m e to a standstill. Synod  Lincoln 1992  w a s  informed that the FCS  
knew  about the d iv erg en ce s  yet m ade no point o f m andating th e se  
a s  a point for d iscu ssio n . W hile Synod  N eerlandia m ay have felt the 
n eed  to be co n sisten t in its approach to the FC S and OPC , in effect 
it brought a new  e lem en t into our d ea lin gs with the FC S. T he effort 
to  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  in te r m s  o f  th e  O P C  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in an  
in con sisten cy  in term s of the relationship with the FC S. It brings into 
this relationship som eth in g  that is foreign to it.

1.7. Recommendations
T he C om m ittee recom m en d s that Synod  decide:
1 .7 .1 . To continue the relationship o f e c c le s ia s tic a l fellow ship  with 

the FC S under the adopted  rules;
1 .7 .2 . To e n d o r se  the eva lu a tion  o f  th e  C om m ittee  regarding th e  

div ision  w hich  occu rred  in Jan u ary  2 0 0 0  and c o n s id e r  th e  
m atter to h ave  b een  investigated  sufficiently and therefore not 
to continue contact with the F ree Church Continuing;

1 .7 .3 . To r e s c in d  th e  m a n d a t e  r e g a r d in g  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
d iv erg en ces .

Free Reformed Churches of Australia (FRCA).

2.1. Mandate
Synod  m andated  the CRCA:
2 .1 .1 .  To continue th e  relationship o f e cc le s ia s tica l fellow sh ip  with 

the FRCA under the ad opted  rules;
2 .1 .2 .  To e x p r e s s  a p p rec ia tio n  to  th e  FR C A  for their  co n tin u ed  

support o f the T heolog ica l C ollege;
2 .1 .3 .  To e x p r e s s  gratitude that th e  FRCA rem ained faithful to  the  

W ord o f G od and  the R eform ed C o n fe ss io n s  in th e  fa c e  o f  
their recen t stru gg les  (A cts 2 0 0 1 , Article 34).

2.2. Correspondence
2 .2 .1 . In A ugust 2001  a  cop y  o f the A cts o f the FRCA Synod  held in 

the y ea r  2 0 0 0  w a s  received .
2 .2 .2 .O n N o v e m b e r  2 , 2 0 0 1 ,  a  c o p y  o f  th e  A c t s  o f  S y n o d  

N eerlandia w a s  m ailed out.
2 .2 .3 . An invitation w a s  received  to sen d  a d e le g a te  to the upcom ing  

Synod , sch ed u led  to b e held in R ockingham , starting July 7,
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2 0 0 3 . Br. W. Pleiter w a s  appointed  to rep resen t the churches, 
if p ossib le , during his upcom ing visit to Australia.

2.3. Acts of Synod Albany 2000.
This Synod  co n v en ed  in Albany, W estern Australia from July 3rd -13th . 
T he following is an overview  o f the d ec is io n s  of this Synod , in w hich it is 
c le a r  th a t th e  FR C A  s tr iv e s  to  m ain ta in  a b ib lica l v ie w  to  ju s t ic e ,  
ecc le s ia s tica l relations and to the well being o f their federation

2 .3 .1 . S yn od  exam in ed  th e  serm on  proposal for Dr. B A Zuiddam  
u p o n  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  c h u r c h  a t  L a u n c e s t o n .  A fter  
e x a m in a t io n ,  th e  s e r m o n  p r o p o s a l  w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  
satisfactory and the call ex ten d ed  to C andidate B.A. Zuiddam  
by the church at L aunceston  w a s  approved . (Articles 11 - 1 4 )

2 .3 .2 .S y n o d  d e c id e d  to  c o n t in u e  its  f in a n c ia l s u p p o r t  o f  th e  
T heologica l C o lleg e  and  th e  Australian th eolog ica l stu d en ts . 
A r r a n g e m e n ts  a r e  to  b e  m a d e  for  a  g u e s t  le c tu rer  from  
Hamilton to teach  in Australia. S yn od  a ls o  d ec id ed  to continue  
in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  lo n g -te r m  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  s e t t in g  up  
th eo lo g ica l training in A ustralia , including th e  p ossib ility  o f  
starting a  theologica l library. (Article 25 )

2 .3 .3 . A req u est w a s  m ad e to add to the Australian Church Order a  new  
article with the title: Indigenous M issionary M inisters o f the W ord. This 
relates to m issionary work undertaken in India under the gu id an ce  o f the  
church at Mt. N asura .”. R ather than ch a n g e  the Church Order, Synod  
d ecid ed  to m ake an addition to the adopted  gu id e lin es o f Synod  1970 . 
(Article 55)

2 .3 .4 . S ynod  a c c e d e d  to the req u est for d ep u ties to be appointed  to 
look into the possibility  of having an edition of the B ook  of 
P raise specifically  printed for the Australian C hurches. (Article 
54)

2 .3 .5 .S yn od  d ea lt with th e  ram ifications o f the p rev iou s S y n o d ’s  
fin d in gs regard ing th e  te a c h in g s  o f R ev. V anH ulst, (w hich  
ultim ately led to h is d ism issa l a s  m inister o f th e  church in 
L a u n c e s to n ) . T h e  a p p e a ls  w e r e  n o t a g a in s t  th e  a c tu a l  
findings o f Synod  98, but rather they w ere seek in g  clarity on  
the is su e s  surrounding the controversy and d isa g reem en t on 
how  the Synod  d ec is io n s  could be interpreted. (Article 51, 61 )

2 .3 .6 .  T he d esire  to d ea l with a p p e a ls  and d iscip line m atters in a 
just m anner is ev id en t in S y n o d s d ecis ion  to adopt a proposal 
for "a tw o s ta g e  appeal p ro cess  (C la ssis  and S yn od ).” S in ce  
c la s s i s  is s c h e d u le d  to c o n v e n e  at le a s t  o n c e  e v e r y  s ix  
m o n th s  A rticle  41 o f  th e  C hurch  O rder w a s  c h a n g e d  to  
incorporate this revision. (Article 43 )

2 .3 .7 . S yn od  d ec id ed  to maintain its S is ter  Church R elations with 
th e  F r e e  R e fo rm ed  C h u r c h e s  o f  S o u th  A frica  (F R C S A ), 
P resb yterian  C hurch in K orea (PC K ), C an ad ian  R eform ed  
C h u r c h e s  (C a n R C ) an d  th e  R e fo r m e d  C h u r c h e s  in th e  
N etherlands (R CN ) on the b a sis  that ea ch  g iv e s  ev id en ce  that
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it is "faithful to  the Word of G od, m aintaining the R eform ed  
C o n fess io n s  and Church Order.” (A rt.31 ,32 ,33 ,87).

2 .3 .8 .S y n o d  d e c id e d  th e  fo llow ing  in regard s to th e  In d on esian  
C hurches:

2 .3 .8 .1  .G ereja-G ereja R efom asi Indonesia (GGRI)
S ynod  d ec id ed  to continue its sister-rela tion s with the  
GGRI with a v iew  to support them  in "w ell-considered  
and responsib le  w ay  with the intention o f building up the 
R eform ed  ch a ra cter  o f th e s e  c h u r c h e s .” S y n o d  finds  
that the GGRI g ive  ev id en ce  o f continuing "faithfulness 
to  th e  W ord  o f  G o d , m a in ta in in g  th e  R e fo r m e d  
C o n fess io n s  and Church Order.” (Article 46 )

2 .3 .8 .2 .G ereja-G ereja Musyafir R efom asi (GGMR)
S y n o d  c o n s id e r e d  th a t th e  G G M R  “n e e d s  to  b e  

sta b iliz ed  b e fo re  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  regard in g  s is te r  
church relationships can be co n sid ered .” (Article 49 )

2 .3 .8 .3 .S ynod  d ec id ed  the follow ing in regards to Interchurch  
relations;

2 .3 .8 .3 .1 . P r e sb y te r ia n  C h u rch  o f  E a s te r n  A u stra lia  
(PCEA)

S yn od  d ec id ed  to m an d ate  its d ep u tie s  to “co n v e y  to 
the PCEA our d isappointm ent that they  did not interact 
with the s ta tem en ts  a ccep ted  by L aunceston  1 9 9 8 ,” and  
to “ascerta in  w hether there is still a  w illin gn ess with the  
P C E A  to  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  s t a te m e n ts  on  th e  b a s is  o f  
S c r ip tu r e  a n d  o u r  m u tu a l c o n f e s s i o n s . ” S y n o d  
m entioned that it w ould b e better for th e s e  d iscu ss io n s  
to b e d o n e  “via fa c e  to fa c e  m eetin g s” and b a sed  on the  
PCEA’s  final r e sp o n se  to co m e  with recom m endations  
to the next S yn od . (Article 64 )

2 .3 .8 .3 .2 . R eform ed C hurches o f N ew  Z ealand (RCNZ) 
S y n o d  e x p r e s s e d  it d e s ir e  to  m o v e  in to  a  s i s t e r -  
relationsh ips with th e  RCNZ. H ow ever, it d ec id ed  “to  
p o stp o n e  th e  im plem entation  o f th is d ec is io n  until the  
next S yn od .” (Article 93 )

2 .3 .9 .  A s  to  th e  r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  F r e e  C h u rch  o f  S c o t la n d ;  
E v a n g e lic a l P r e sb y te r ia n  C h u rch  o f  Ireland; R e fo r m e d  
Presbyterian Church of Ireland S ynod  m andated  its d ep u ties  
“to stu d y /d iscu ss the outstanding a rea s  o f concern  with FC S, 
EPCI and RPCI.” T he a rea s  o f concern  centre on how, in a  
m a n a g e a b le  and  r e sp o n s ib le  w ay, th e  FRCA can  fulfill its 
obligations tow ards th e s e  ch u rch es that are s o  geographically  
and culturally distant. (Article 73)

2 .3 .1 0 . T he A cts  o f S yn od  2 0 0 0  a ls o  co n ta in ed  th e  A cts  o f the  
E xtraord inary  S y n o d  o f  th e  F ree  R efo rm ed  C h u r c h e s  o f  
A ustralia, held in A lbany on March 1&2, 2 0 0 0 . T h e se  A cts  
deal primarily with the perem ptory exam ination  o f candidate
B.A. Zuiddam.
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2.4. Considerations
2 .4 .1 . From  th e  g e n e r a l c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  and  th e  A c ts  o f  S y n o d  

A lbany, w e  m ay  c o n c lu d e  th a t th e  F R C A  c o n tin u e  to  b e  
faithful to the Word o f G od, the R eform ed c o n fe s s io n s  and the  
adopted  Church Order.

2 .4 .2 . It is reason  for m uch thankfu lness that the FRCA, in various 
w a y s , co n tin u e  to b e  m ajor su p p o rters  o f  th e  T h eo lo g ica l 
C o lleg e  in Hamilton.

2.5. Recommendations
T he C om m ittee recom m en d s that Synod  d ecide:

2 .5 .1 . To continue th e  relationship o f e c c le s ia s tic a l fellow sh ip  with 
the FRCA under the adopted  rules;

2 .5 .2 .  To e x p r e s s  a p p rec ia tio n  to  th e  FR C A  for th eir  co n tin u ed  
support o f the T heological C o llege.

3. Free Reformed Churches of South Africa (FRCSA)

3.1. Mandate
Synod  m andated  the CRCA:

3 .1 .1 . To continue th e  relationship o f e c c le s ia s tic a l fellow sh ip  with 
the FR C SA  under the adopted  rules;

3 .1 .2 .  To req u est the CRC A  to co n v ey  our co m m en d a tio n s to the  
FR C SA  in regards to w hat is m entioned under 3 (S ynod  2 001 , 
Art.35).

3.2. Correspondence
3 .2 .1 .O n N ov . 2 , 2 0 0 1 ,  a  le t te r  w a s  s e n t  c o m m u n ic a t in g  th e  

d e c is io n s  o f S yn od  N eerland ia  with r e sp ec t to  th e  FR C SA . 
A lso, a  cop y  o f the A cts o f Synod  N eerlandia w a s  m ailed out.

3 .2 .2 . In an em ail, dated  Mar.8, 2 0 0 2 , w e  received  an invitation to 
attend the next Synod  o f the FRC SA, sch ed u led  for Apr. 3 0  - 
May 3, 2 0 0 2 . On Apr. 23 , 2 0 0 2 , a  letter o f greeting w a s  sen t.

3 .2 .3 . Two co p ie s  o f the A cts o f the A d-hoc S yn od  o f Johannesburg  
20 0 1  and  S y n o d  J o h a n n esb u rg  2 0 0 2  w ere  rece iv ed  in the  
Fall o f 2 0 0 2 . N o English sum m ary had b een  included.

3 .2 .4 . In F eb . 2 0 0 3 , w e  obtained  an English Sum m ary o f the A cts o f 
S ynod  Bethal 2 0 0 0 . No official A cts o f this Synod  w ere  ev er  
received .

3.3. Highlights from the Acts
3 .3 .1 . C onstitution: S y n o d s  w ere  held  ev ery  tw o y e a r s , B ethal in 

2 0 0 0  (Syn od  B) and Johan n esb u rg  in 2 0 0 2  (Syn od  J). An Ad- 
h oc Synod  w a s  co n v en ed  in 2 0 0 1 . T hree d e le g a te s  o f ea ch  
church a s  well a s  ad v isers  (m ission aries and rep resen tatives  
from sister  ch u rch es w ere  s e a te d  a s  m em b ers o f the sy n o d s .

3 .3 .2 . Exam inations: Synod  B exam in ed  a cand idate and a  minister 
o f another denom ination  and d eclared  them  elig ib le for call.
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T h e A d -h o c  S y n o d  J o h a n n e sb u r g  (2 0 0 1 )  c o n s id e r e d  th e  
req u est and rea so n s  of the Church of Springs, and a ccep ted  
th is  c o n g r e g a t io n  into th e  fe d e r a t io n . Its m in is te r  w a s  
ex a m in ed  and  adm itted  a ls o . S y n o d  J ex a m in ed  th e  first 
stu d en t o f its ow n T h eo log ica l C o lleg e  and tw o in d igen ou s  
can d id a tes  (in English, T sw ana and North S otho). All three  
w ere declared  eligible for call.

3 .3 .3 . Institution of C la sse s : Synod  J adopted  the proposal to divide 
the federation into two c la s s e s .  Each c la s s is  w ould n eed  to 
m e e t  o n c e  e v e r y  half yea r . A p p e a ls  a g a in s t  a  c la s s ic a l  
d ecision  should  be directed to the other c la s s is . E ach c la s s is  
w ould d e leg a te  three m inisters and three e ld ers to syn od . All 
m inisters not d e leg a ted  to synod  w ould be invited to serv e  a s  
a d v is e r s . From now  on , sy n o d  w ould  be c o n v e n e d  o n c e  
every  three years.

3 .3 .4 .  C ontact with C hurches Abroad: S y n o d s B and J d ec id ed  to 
maintain fraternal relations with the Free R eform ed C hurches  
of Australia, the C anadian/A m erican R eform ed C hurches, the  
G ereform eerd e  Kerken N ederland  and th e  F ree  C hurch o f  
Scotland . Synod  B revoked the sister-church relations with 
th e  R eform ed C h u rch es in In d on esia  and  th e  P resbyterian  
C h u r c h e s  o f  K o r e a . M e m b e r s h ip  in th e  In te r n a tio n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  R e fo r m e d  C h u r c h e s  (IC R C ) w o u ld  b e  
c o n t in u e d . T h e ir  m e e t in g s  w o u ld  a l s o  s e r v e  to  g a th e r  
information ab ou t R eform ed ch u rch es  ou ts id e  th e  FR C SA ’s  
fo cu s  area .

3 .3 .5 . C on ta cts  with N ational and  African C hurches: C on tact with 
th e  R eform ed C hu rch es o f South  Africa ( R C SA  ) w ould be  
continued. D iscu ssion  w a s  to fo cu s  on Bible criticism, church  
d is c ip l in e  a n d  c o n t a c t  w ith  th e  N e d e r d u it s  R e fo r m e d  
C h u rch es  (N G K ). S y n o d  J d e le g a te d  a  re p r e se n ta tiv e  to 
S ynod  Zuidhorn o f the Dutch sister-ch u rch es (GKN ) to inform 
the GKN o f the FRC SA ’s  ob jection s to estab lish  sister-church  
r e la t io n s  w ith th is  d e n o m in a tio n . (T h e  GKN ig n o red  th is  
req u est and w arning.)
T hey a lso  charged  their d ep u ties  to fo cu s  their attention on a 
num ber o f ch u rch es, e .g . Calvin Protestant C hurches (Synod  
B), th e  C hurch o f  C entra l A frica P resb y ter ia n , e s p e c ia lly  
N khom a Synod , the African E vangelical Presbyterian Church  
and the R eform ed Church in E ast Africa, both in K enya, and  
the Church o f Christ in Sudan  (Syn od  J).

3 .3 .6 . C ontact with C oncerned  C hurches in South  Africa: Synod  B 
charged  the co n sisto r ies  to follow  up on the m any p ock ets  o f  
con cern ed  church m em b ers o f other denom inations, identified  
in an  e x t e n s iv e  report. G ratitu d e w a s  e x p r e s s e d  to th e  
Australian ch u rch es (FRCA) for their financial com m itm ent to 
a ss is t  in the work am ong the “d isen ch a n ted ” a s  they  call the  
con cern ed .



15

3 .3 .7 .  L itu rgy: S y n o d  B a d o p t e d  an  o v e r tu r e  to  d e la y  th e  
introduction of hym ns and spiritual s o n g s  until better grounds 
for su ch  action w ould be p resen ted . S ynod  J w a s  served  with 
su ch  a report, adopted  its recom m endations and charged  the  
d ep u ties  to d esig n  the param eters for their u se  and subm it 
th e s e  to the ch u rch es for consideration  well before the next 
syn od .

3 .3 .8 .  M ission: A rather inform ative d is c u ss io n  took  p la ce  during  
S y n o d  J o h a n n e sb u r g  a b o u t s e n d in g  c h u r c h e s  and  th o s e  
being estab lish ed , in d ependent and d ep en d en t con gregation s  
(" sendende kerke & se n d in g sg e m e e n te s”) Synod  J adopted  
a num ber o f s te p s  to a s s is t  the latter in receiving the help to  
b e c o m e  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  p r o c e d u r e s  for  e c c l e s ia s t i c a l  
m eetin gs at all levels. Upon institution, a  church w ould b e an  
in d e p e n d e n t  m e m b e r  o f  th e  f e d e r a t io n ,  e v e n  th o u g h  
financially it still might have to rely on the support o f o thers. 
Five m issionaries a ttended  S ynod  J a s  ad v isers, an indication  
o f how  m uch work is d o n e  am o n g  th e  black, co lou red  and  
w hite population. R e q u e s ts  w ould so o n  be forthcom ing for 
institution from culturally very divergent con gregation s, o f the  
A fr ik a n er -sp ea k in g  B e lh a r  a r e a  an d  th e  S o th o - la n g u a g e  
g r o u p s  in M a m e lo d i a n d  S o s h a n g u v e - N o r t h .  S o m e  
in d iv id u a ls  from  an E n g lish -sp e a k in g  ch urch  a ls o  so u g h t  
support. S yn od  reco g n ized  that th e s e  m atters w ould  h ave  
future im plications for the federative unity, theological training, 
th e  liturgy, th e  C hurch Order, and  th e  la n g u a g e  sp o k e n  at 
m eetin g s  am on g  o th ers. M eanw hile th e  w ork w ould g o  on  
unabated , thanks to the financial support o f various northern 
Dutch sister-ch u rch es, w hich take care o f approxim ately 95%  
o f the M ission budget.

3 .3 .9 .  T h e o lo g ic a l  T ra in in g : T h e  F R C S A  e s t a b l i s h e d  its  o w n  
T heological C o lleg e  per Jan . 1, 1 998 . It offers a  w ell-rounded  
a ca d em ic  program, w hich includes proficiency in H ebrew  and  
G reek. S yn od  J d ec id ed  to locate the C o llege  in Pretoria, and  
c h a r g e  th e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  to  s e e k  g o v e r n m e n t  
accreditation.
In 1994 , the FR C SA  allow ed  stu d en ts in terested  in becom ing  
m issio n a r ies  or m ission  w orkers to stu d y  a t th e  M ukhanyo  
T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l l e g e ,  an  in s t itu t io n  g o v e r n e d  by  
r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  o f var iou s c h u rch es  including th e  F R C SA . 
T he education  at this C o lleg e  is a  com bination o f acad em ic , 
th e o r e t ic a l an d  p ra c tica l tra in in g , g iv e n  in E n g lish ; th e  
g o v e r n m e n t r e c o g n iz e s  its d e g r e e s  and  c e r tif ic a te s . For 
F R C S A  s t u d e n t s ,  a n  a d d it io n a l  y e a r  w a s  a d d e d ,  th e  
M u k h a n y o -P lu s  le v e l ,  fo r  s t u d ie s  o f  th e  R e fo r m e d  
C o n fess io n s , the Church Order and Church History.
S y n o d  J ch arged  th e  B oard o f G overn ors to  w ork tow ards  
com b in in g  th e  tw o o p tio n s  o f  training to  p rom ote  unity in
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doctrine and training. A final resolu tion  will be co n sid ered  
w hen  the so o n -to  be-instituted S o th o -la n g u a g e  ch u rch es can  
be part o f the decision-m aking.

3 .3 .1 0 . N e x t  S y n o d :  T h e  C h u rch  o f  P r e to r ia -M a r a n a ta  w a s  
appointed  the conven ing  church for Synod  2 0 0 5 , likely to be  
in April/May. T he FR C SA  will a lso  host the next con feren ce  
o f the ICRC in 2005 ; the d a te  and e x a c t  location h ave not 
b een  d ecid ed .

3.4. Observations
3 .4 .1 . It is ev ident from the corresp on d en ce , A cts o f Synod  and the  

various R eports to Synod  that the F ree R eform ed C hurches  
of South Africa d esire  to live according to the Word of God, 
the adopted  C o n fe ss io n s  and the Church Order.

3 .4 .2 . It should  be noted that the Lord is b lessin g  the fa ith fu lness of 
th e  F R C SA  m em b ers. A few  c h u rch es  and an e v e n  larger  
num ber of m inisters have so u g h t ad m ission  to the federation  
over the last few  years.

3 .4 .3 . It is am azing that the FR C SA  h as a s  m any m issionaries in the  
field a s  they  h ave M inisters serving co n g reg a tio n s. T his is 
m ade p oss ib le  through the g en ero u s  support o f s o m e  Dutch 
ch u rch es (GKN), w hile the Australian ch u rch es (FRCA) a s s is t  
financially with th e  w ork am on g  the co n cern ed  m em b ers of 
other con gregations.

3 .4 .4 . T he federative unity o f the FR C SA  will certainly ex p er ien ce  its 
c h a llen g es  in the future, a s  it s e e k s  to a cco m m o d a te  p eop le  
o f different cultures and la n g u a g es . S ynod  J w a s  w ell aw are  
o f this and dem onstrated  its reliance on the Lord by focu sin g  
on  G od  in c h a rg in g  its d e p u t ie s  w ith v a r io u s  ta s k s , e .g .  
T heological Training, M ission and o thers to bolster its d esire  
to preserve  unity in diversity.

3.5. Recommendations
T he C om m ittee recom m en d s that S yn od  decide:
3 .5 .1 .  To continue E cclesiastica l Fellow ship with the F ree R eform ed  

C hurches o f South  Africa under the adopted  rules;
3 .5 .2 .  To r eco m m en d  th e  F R C S A  to  th e  c h u r c h e s  a s  w orthy  o f  

financial a s s is ta n c e  to aid them  with their ex ten s iv e  m ission  
work and labours am on g  the concerned;

3 .5 .3 . To invite the Board o f G overnors o f our T heological C o llege  to 
s e e k  w a y s  and m ea n s to offer a s s is ta n c e  to the FR C SA  by 
th e  C a n a d ia n /A m e r ic a n  R e fo r m e d  C h u r c h e s  fo r  th e  
T h eo lo g ica l Training, su c h  a s  ex ten d in g  a c a d e m ic  support 
through  g u e s t  le c tu r e s  an d  th e  like by th e  fa cu lty  o f  our  
C ollege  in Hamilton, Ontario.



17

4. Presbyterian Church in Korea (PCK).

4.1. Mandate
Synod  m andated  the CRCA:

4 .1 .1 .  To s e e k  con tact with th e  PCK d e le g a te s  w h o  are  attending  
the ICRC in Philadelphia with a  v iew  to op en in g  the lines of 
com m unication;

4 .1 .2 . To d is c u ss  the q u estio n s  concern ing the fencing o f the Lord’s  
su p p er and co n fess io n a l m em bership;

4 .1 .3 .  To aw ait and , w h ere  fea s ib le , m ake u s e  o f opportunities to 
d is c u s s  th e  ex is tin g  d if fe r e n c e s  in c o n fe s s io n  and  church  
polity a s  noted in C onsideration  4.5;

4 .1 .4 .  To continue th e  relationship o f e c c le s ia s t ic a l fellow sh ip  with 
PCK under the ad opted  rules;

4 .1 .5 .  N ot to  fo l lo w  a t  th is  t im e  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f  th e  
C h u rch es  a t B u rlin g to n -E b en ezer  and  W illoughby H eigh ts  
regarding d iscontinu ing  or con sid er in g  a d iscontinuation  o f  
contact with the PCK, but to com m unicate to the PCK that a  
lack o f com m unication  is preventing a m eaningful relationship  
(Syn od  2 0 0 1 , Article 36).

4.2. Issues Mandated by Synod
4 .2 .1 . C ontact w a s  m ad e with the d e le g a te s  o f the PCK to the ICRC 

and formal m eetin gs w ere  held in w hich n ew  com m unication  
ch a n n els  w ere  o p en ed . T he current G eneral Secretary, Dr. Ho 
Jin Jun, h as a lso  b een  very supportive in com m unicating.

4 .2 .2 . T he com m ittee com m unicated  with the PCK concern ing  the  
Lord’s  Supper, co n fe ss io n a l m em bersh ip  and d ifferen ces in 
c o n fe s s io n s  and church polity. W e received  a cop y  o f C hapter  
5 8  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  C h u r c h  O r d e r  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  
adm inistration of Lord’s  S u p p er  ( s e e  C o rresp o n d en ce). It is 
true that th e  PCK h a s  a m ore o p en  practice regarding the  
Lord’s  S u p p er  than w e  d o . A m inister m ay “invite all th o se  
w ho profess the true religion, and are com m unicants in good  
s ta n d in g  in a n y  e v a n g e lic a l  ch u rch , to  p artic ip a te  in th e  
o r d in a n c e ” (5 8 -4 ) . H ow ever, th is m u st b e  s e e n  within th e  
con text o f the w h ole  section  pertaining to th e  celebration  of 
the Lord’s  Supper. T he section  a s  a  w hole ind icates that they  
take the h o lin e ss  o f the table seriously . T hey will not adm it 
"the ig n o ra n t an d  th e  s c a n d a l o u s .” F urther, th e  p e o p le  
undergo a tim e of spiritual preparation before the celebration  
( s e e  s e c t i o n s  5 8 - 2 ,3 ) .  W ith  r e s p e c t  to  c o n f e s s i o n a l  
m em bership , young p eop le  and new  m em b ers are required to 
publicly profess their faith in Christ before they are adm itted.

W hen w e  review ed all the information gathered  over  the 
y e a r s  a b o u t  th e  PC K , w e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t th is  w a s  n o t  
som eth in g  previously unknown. In the C om m ittee R eport to 
Synod  1983 , it w a s  sta ted  that the PCK form of governm ent is
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in line with " c la ss ic  P resb y ter ia n  Form o f G o v ern m en t. It 
differs not a t all from th e principles o f P resbyterian  church  
g o v e r n m e n t a s  fou n d  with th e  O P C , th e  F ree  C hurch  at 
Scotland, and s o  on ” (A cts 1983 , 320).

4 .2 .3 . With resp ect to the " D ivergences,” a  cop y  o f the Study reports 
s u b m itte d  to  p a s t  S y n o d s  w a s  s e n t  a n d  r e s p o n s e  w a s  
so lic ited . T he G eneral S ecretary  a ck n o w led g ed  receip t and  
th e  fact th o s e  d ifferen ces  e x is te d . H e pointed  out that th e  
situation o f the ch u rch es in the Third World is quite different 
from that in th e  W est a s  they  are  surrounded by fa lse  religion 
and culture. W hile another effort w a s  m ad e to solicit sp ecific  
r e sp o n s e s , no further com m unication  h a s  b een  received  on  
the matter.

W hile a s  C om m ittee w e  strove to fulfill the m andate g iven  by 
S yn od  N eerlandia, the points raised regarding this matter in 
th e  sec tio n  on th e  F ree  Church o f  S cotlan d  a lso  co m e  into 
play here ( s e e  1 .6 ). In effect, a  n ew  e lem en t is brought into 
the relationship with the PCK.

4.3. Correspondence
4 .3 .1 .  A le tter  w a s  r e c e iv e d , d a te d  Ju ly  10 , 2 0 0 2 ,  in w h ich  an  

ap o logy  w a s  offered for the lack o f com m unication . A booklet 
w a s  included entitled “T he Presbyterian Church in K orea.”

4 .3 .2 . A letter w a s  rece iv ed , d a ted  A u g u st 8, 2 0 0 1 , inviting u s to  
se n d  a d e le g a te  to th e  5 1 s t  G en eral A ssem b ly . A  letter o f  
greeting w a s  se n t on S ep tem b er  10, 2 0 0 1 .

4 .3 .3 .On S e p te m b e r  10, 2 0 0 1 , a  letter w a s  s e n t  s e e k in g  s o m e  
m ore information about the w ay  the c o n fe s s io n s  are taught in 
th e  PC K  an d  h ow  m u ch  th e  m e m b e r s  a r e  a w a r e  o f  th e  
co n ten ts  o f the c o n fe s s io n s . S o m e  further inform ation w a s  
so u g h t about the w ay  the e ld ers su p erv ise  the Lord’s  Supper, 
s in c e  the m em bers receive it in the p ew s.

4 .3 .4 .O n N o v e m b e r  2 , 2 0 0 1 ,  a  c o p y  o f  th e  A c ts  o f  S y n o d  
N eerlandia w a s  m ailed out.

4 .3 .5 . On D ecem b er  4, 2 0 0 1 , a  cop y  o f the Study R eports on the  
d iv e r g e n c e s  b e t w e e n  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  a n d  R e fo r m e d  
co n fe s s io n s  and polity w a s  se n t out with the req u est for any  
feed b a ck  they might have.

4 .3 .6 . In an em ail dated  January 1, 2 0 0 2 , w e  received  a N ew  Y ear’s  
g r e e t in g  an d  th a n k -y o u  for th e  A c ts . It w a s  c o n s id e r e d  
regrettab le  that the last S yn od  ser io u s ly  d is c u s s e d  cutting  
relations with the PCK. T hey are e a g e r  to co m e and visit a 
fu ture S y n o d . W ith r e s p e c t  to  th e  d iv e r g e n c e s ,  th is  w a s  
a ck n o w led g ed . It w a s  pointed  ou t that th e  situation  of the  
ch u rch es in the Third World is quite different from that in the 
W est a s  they  are surrounded  by fa lse  religion and culture. 
With r e sp e c t  to the fen c in g  o f the Lord’s  Supper, th ey  are  
op en  to every  baptized Christian regard less o f denom ination
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and c o n fe ss io n . C atechetica l teach ing  varies from church to 
church.

4 .3 .7 . W e rece ived  a letter dated  February 8, 2 0 0 2 , inviting u s  to  
s e n d  a d e le g a t e  to th e  u p com in g  50th  A n n iversary  o f  th e  
P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u r c h  in K o r e a  (K o s in ) .  T r a v e l a n d  
accom m od ation  c o s ts  w ould b e covered  by the PCK.

4 .3 .8 . In a  letter dated  March 5, 2 0 0 2 , w e  ack n ow led ged  previous 
com m unications. W e m ad e so m e  further inquiries about the  
celebration  o f the Lord’s  Sup p er (F requency; Forms; Verbal 
Warning; Public P rofession  by Youth). A cop y  o f their Form of 
G overnm ent in English w a s  a lso  req u ested .

4 .3 .9 . In an em ail dated  April 24 , 2 0 0 2  w e  inform ed them  that br. 
H arold  L e y e n h o r s t  h ad  b e e n  a p p o in te d  to  v is it  th em  in 
S ep tem b er  2 0 0 2 .

4 .3 .1 0 . On M ay 2 4 , 2 0 0 2  a c o p y  o f  th e  Form  o f G o v e r n m e n t  
d ea lin g  with th e  ad m in istra tion  o f  th e  Lord’s  S u p p e r  w a s  
rece iv ed . With r e sp e c t  to a d m iss io n  to th e  Lord’s  T able, it 
sa y s ,

58 -1  T h e C om m u n ion , or S u p p e r  o f  th e  Lord, is to b e  
ob served  frequently; the sta ted  tim es to b e determ ined by 
the S e s s io n  o f  e a c h  con grega tion , a s  it m ay ju d g e  m ost 
edification.
5 8 -2  T he ignorant and sca n d a lo u s  are not to b e adm itted to 
the Lord’s  supper.
5 8 -3  It is proper that the public notice should  b e g iven  to 
th e  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  a t  l e a s t  th e  S a b b a th  b e f o r e  th e  
adm inistration o f this ordinance, and that e ither then , or on  
s o m e  d a y  o f  th e  w e e k , th e  p e o p le  b e  in stru cted  in its 
nature, and a  d u e  preparation for it, that all m ay co m e  in a  
su itab le  m anner to this holy fea st.
5 8 -4  On the day  o f the o b serv a n ce  o f the Lord’s  Supper, 
w h en  the serm on  is en d ed , the Minister shall show ,

That this is an ord inance o f Christ; by reading the  
w ords o f institution either from o n e  o f the ev a n g e lis ts , or  
from  1 C o r in th ia n s  x i ., w h ic h , a s  to  him  m a y  a p p e a r  
e x p e d ie n t ,  h e  m a y  e x p la in  a n d  ap p ly ; th a t it is  to  b e  
ob serv ed  in rem em brance o f Christ, to sh o w  forth his death  
till he com e; that it is o f inestim able benefit, to  strengthen  
his p eop le ag a in st sin; to support them  under troubles; to 
en co u ra g e  and quicken them  in duty; to inspire them  with 
love and zeal; to in crease  their faith, and holy resolution; 
and to b eg e t p e a c e  of co n sc ie n c e , and com fortable h o p es  
of eternal life.

S in ce , by our Lord’s  appointm ent, this sacram en t  
s e t s  forth th e  com m u n ion  o f sa in ts , th e  M inister, a t the  
discretion  o f the S e s s io n , before the o b se r v a n c e  b egins, 
m ay either invite all th o se  w h o  p ro fess  the true religion, 
and are com m unicants in good  standing in any evan gelica l
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church, to participate in the ordinance; or m ay invite th o se  
w h o  h a v e  b e e n  ap p ro v ed  by th e  S e s s io n ,  a fter  having  
g iven  indication o f their d es ire  to participate. It is proper 
a ls o  to g ive  a sp e c ia l invitation to n on -com m u n ican ts to 
remain during the serv ice .

4.3.11 A n e m a il  w a s  s e n t  on  M arch  6 , 2 0 0 3 ,  r e q u e s t in g  a 
sum m ary of the m ost recent G eneral A ssem b ly  a s  well a s  
so lic itin g  c o m m e n ts  on th e  stu d y  reports regard ing  the  
d iv e r g e n c e s . N o r e s p o n s e  w a s  r e c e iv e d  a t th e  tim e of 
finalizing this report.

4.4. Visit to Presbyterian Church of Korea
4 .4 .1 . Upon invitation, Harold L eyenhorst visited the PCK and their 

52n d  G en era l A sse m b ly  in S e p te m b e r  2 0 0 2 . T h ere w a s  a 
sp ec ia l Jubilee C elebration at the G eneral A ssem b ly  to which  
all the ch u rch es the PCK m aintains contact with w ere invited. 
T here w ere  a lso  severa l formal and informal m eetin gs with Dr. 
Jun, p ro fe sso rs  o f the T h eo log ica l C o lleg e  and e ld e r s  and  
m inisters w h o  could s p e a k  E nglish . During th is visit, R ev. 
Ahn, a m issionary of the PCK to M ongolia w h o  had b een  on  
sa b b a t ic a l in 2 0 0 1 /2 0 0 2  in th e  F r a se r  V alley , s e r v e d  a s  
unofficial tour gu ide, w hich w a s  ex trem ely  helpful. T he visit 
w a s  very beneficial in estab lish ing  con tacts and for gaining a  
better understanding o f our sister  church in Korea.

4 .4 .2 . T he PCK is undergoing rapid growth and h a s an a g g r e ss iv e  
m ission  policy. T h ey  currently h a v e  4 0 0 ,0 0 0  m em b ers and  
e x p e c t a  50%  growth in the next six  y ea rs . T he p r o c e ss  of 
growth can  result in ch a n g e  and w e  w ere  urged to maintain  
con tact with the PCK to support them  in rem aining reform ed.

4 .4 .3 .It w a s  le a r n e d  th a t th e  c h u r c h e s  d o  n o t a lw a y s  i s s u e  
attesta tion s w h en  m em b ers m ove from church to church. T he  
G en era l S ecre ta ry  h a s  com m u n ica ted  to th e  ch u rch es  that 
they  should  is su e  m em bersh ip  attestations.

4 .4 .4 . Young p eop le  d o  public profession  o f faith around the a g e  of 
fifteen  a fter  exa m in a tio n  by th e  m in ister and  e ld e r s . T h ey  
m ust p ro fess a  belief in J e s u s  Christ and the doctrine o f the  
church.

4.5. Recommendations
T he C om m ittee recom m en d s that Synod  d ecide:
4 .5 .1 .  To continue the relationship o f e cc le s ia s tica l fellow sh ip  with 

the PCK under the ad opted  rules;
4 .5 .2 .  To c o n c lu d e  that th e  inform ation g a th ered  co n cern in g  th e  

fencing  o f the Lord’s  su p p er  and co n fessio n a l m em bersh ip  is 
n ot d if fe r e n t from  w h a t w a s  kn ow n  w h e n  E c c le s ia s t ic a l  
Fellow ship w a s  estab lished;

4 .5 .3 .  To r e s c in d  th e  m a n d a t e  r e g a r d in g  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
d ivergen ces;



21

4 .5 .4 . To continue to strengthen  com m unication  with the PCK and  
a s  b est a s  p oss ib le  monitor the growth and trends in the PKC.

5. Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (L iberated) (GKN -
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland)

5.1. Mandate
With resp ect to the R eform ed C hurches in the N etherlands, Synod  
decided:
5 .1 .1 . To continue the relationship o f e c c le s ia s t ic a l fellow sh ip  with 

the GKN under the adopted  rules;
5 .1 .2 . To instruct the CRCA:

5 .1 .2 .1 . To s t a y  in to u c h  w ith  th e  d e p u t i e s  o f  th e  GK N  
concerning the relationship with the O PC  in light o f R ule 
3 of ecc les ia s tica l fellowship;

5 .1 .2 .2 . To study the Form for the Solem nization  for M arriage of 
S y n o d  L e u s d e n , to  d i s c u s s  th e  c h a n g e s  w ith  th e  
d ep u ties o f the GKN, and to report to the next S ynod  
w hether this new  Form d o e s  indeed  dim inish or w eak en  
the Scriptural teach ing  about marriage;

5 .1 .2 .3 . To m a k e  m o r e  th o r o u g h  s t u d y  o f  th e  c o n c e r n s  
m e n tio n e d  in its R ep o r t to  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  th e  
C anR C  sh o u ld  ap p ro a ch  th e  s is te r  c h u r c h e s  in T h e  
N etherlands in a cco rd a n ce  with R ule 1 o f the rules for 
ecc les ia s tica l fellow ship  with the warning that th ey  are  
deviating from their R eform ed b a sis  in the Word o f God  
and the T hree Form s o f Unity;

5 .1 .2 .4 . To e x p r e s s  to  th e  GKN th e  d isa p p o in tm e n t th at th e  
C anR C  w ere  not informed that a  major ch a n g e  to the  
C hurch O rder w a s  c o n s id e r e d  w h en  r e v is io n s  w e r e  
prepared in the m anner o f ecc le s ia s tica l exam inations;

5 .1 .2 .5 . TO p a ss  on consideration  4.11 a b o v e  to the GKN in light 
o f  S y n o d  L e u s d e n ’s  d e c i s io n  r e g a r d in g  th e  
adm inistration o f the Lord’s  su p p er  by arm y chap la ins  
(S ynod  2 0 0 1 , Article 80).

5.2. Issues Mandated by Synod

5 .2 .1 . Marriage Form
In r e s p o n s e  to th e  m a n d a te  to  stu d y  th e  M arriage Form and  to 
d is c u s s  it with th e  D utch d e p u tie s , th e  fo llow ing d o cu m en t w a s  
prepared and  s e n t  to  th e  D utch d ep u tie s  to s e r v e  a s  a  b a s is  for 
d iscu ssion :

Gereform eerde Kerken in N ederland -  M arriage Form

Until Synod  L eusden  1999 , the Marriage Form (MF) drafted  
by S yn od  A rnhem  1981 w a s  in u se . S yn od  Berkel en  R odenrijs
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1996  drafted another MF, with the result that from 1996  until 1999  
tw o MFs w ere in u se . Synod  L eusden  1999  w ithdrew both o f th e se  
and  ap p ro v ed  a n ew  MF (Acta , art. 5 2 , d e c is io n  2 .2 ) . W e will 
com pare the 1999  MF with the 1981 MF.

T h e r e  a r e  n o t ic e a b le  d if fe r e n c e s  in tw o  a r e a s :  m a le  
h eadsh ip  in marriage and having children.

M ale headship/Fem ale subm ission

T h ere h a s  b e e n  a sh ift pertain ing to th e  thinking a b ou t  
m ale  h e a d sh ip  in m arriage . W hile th e  1981  MF m a d e  exp lic it  
referen ce to the "authority” (" gezag”) o f the husband, this word is 
n o w h e r e  fo u n d  in th e  1 9 9 9  MF. O n th e  f lo o r  o f  S y n o d , th e  
explanation  w a s  given  that the term "authority” is exp erien ced  a s  a 
n egative term in tod ay’s  so c ie ty  (Acta, art. 52, p. 114). Moreover, 
the 1981 a d d ress  to the bride, "Bride, love your husband , accept 
obediently h is leading and fo llow  him, a s  the congregation  lets itself 
be led by Christ” [“Bruid, heb  uw man lief, aanvaard gehoorzaam  
zijn leid ing en volg hem, z o a ls  d e  g e m e e n te  zich door C hristus laat 
leiden”], h as b een  ch an ged  to: "Bride, love your husband  and help  
him by seek in g  the good  for him in everything. A ccep t h im  as head  
and receive h is loving care  a s  the security  w hich Christ g iv e s  you ” 
["Bruid, heb uw man lief en  help hem  door in a lle s  het g o e d e  voor  
hem  to z o ek en . Aanvaard  hem  a ls hoofd en ontvang zijn liefdevolle  
zorg  a ls  geb orgen h eid  d ie  C hristus u g e e ft”]
(Acta, art. 52 , p. 112). T he husband , a s  head , is now  s e e n  in the  
first p la c e  a s  a  p ro tec to r  rather th an  s o m e o n e  in v e s te d  w ith  
authority o ver  his w ife.

T h is  d o e s  n o t m e a n  th a t th e r e  is  n o th in g  le ft  o f  th e  
h u sb an d ’s  authority. T he bridegroom ’s  vow  in th e  1 9 9 9  MF d o e s  
ask , "Do you prom ise to lead  her1 in all th ings that are according to 
G o d ’s  will” [“B elooft u haar voo r te gaan  in a lle  d in gen  d ie  naar  
G o d s wil zijn?”] (Acta, art. 52 , p. 112)?  M oreover, the bride’s  vow  in 
the 1 9 9 9  MF a sk s , “Do you prom ise to help him and to fo llow  him in 
all th ings that are accord ing to G od’s  will” [“B elooft u hem  te  helpen  
en  hem  te  volgen  in a lle  d ingen  d ie  naar G o d s wil zijn?”] (Acta, art. 
52 , p. 112)?

T here is a ls o  a  n ew  paragraph about th e  mutual resp ec t  
w hich h usband  and w ife ought to h ave  for e a c h  other. H usband  
and w ife h ave b een  g iven  to ea ch  other “to com plem ent ea ch  other  
and  to  se rve  each  o th e r  and  not to  d o m in eer  o v er  e a c h  o th er” 
[”. . .o m  e ik a a r  a a n  te  v u lle n  e n  te  d ie n e n ,  n ie t  o m  e lk a a r  te  
o v e rh eersen .”] Both h ave b een  created  in G od’s  im age, both are 
heirs o f eternal life. “All this requires m utual respect in marriage,

'Here the English may have a slightly stronger nuance than the Dutch, but we could not 
find a better English idiomatic expression.
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w h ereb y  loving fa ith fu lness s e t s  the to n e” [“Dit a lle s  vraagt in het 
huwelijk om  wederzijds respect, waarbij d e  liefdevolle trouw d e  toon  
a a n g ee ft” (Acta, art. 52, p. 111). C onsidering that explicit reference  
to authority h as b een  dropped in the 19 9 9  MF, and m ale headsh ip  
is s e e n  in th e  first p la ce  a s  a  protecting and nurturing role, the  
im p lic it r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  h u s b a n d ’s  a u th o r ity  ca n  e a s i ly  b e  
o v e r s h a d o w e d  by t h e s e  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t m utual r e s p e c t  and  
serving ea ch  other.

W e c o n c lu d e  th a t th e  n e w  MF h a s  d im in is h e d  m a le  
h eadsh ip  in m arriage. T he 1999  MF is influenced by the p ressu res  
of secu lar  so c ie ty  concern ing the position o f husband and w ife, and  
a ls o  m a k e s  it e a s ie r  for h u sb a n d s  and  w iv e s  to g o  a lo n g  with  
current v iew s o f m arriage. T he church should  not be a sh a m ed  to  
retain the Biblical basis; the n ew  MF, how ever, a c co m m o d a te s  the  
spirit o f the a g e .

W e maintain that the h ead sh ip -su b m ission  arrangem ent for 
m arriage is c lear ly  in d ica ted  in Scrip ture. In G e n e s is ,  w e  read  
about the creation o f m an, m ale and fem ale . In G en  2 :18 -24 , the  
LORD clearly ind icates that there is an order in the creation o f m ale  
and fem ale , with the w om an  being taken from the m an. This order  
im plies a  h eadsh ip  role for the m ale and a  su b m iss iv e  role for the  
fem ale , a s  is c lear  from w hat the A postle  Paul w rites in I Tim 2:13 . 
M oreover, P aul a ls o  a llu d e s  to  G en  2 :1 8 -2 4  in Eph 5 :2 2 -3 3 , a  
p a s s a g e  in w hich Paul clearly  s p e a k s  ab ou t m ale h ea d sh ip  and  
fe m a le  su b m iss io n  in m arriage. T he point is: that is how  G od  
intended it from the beginning. E v e n  th e  fa ll in to  s in  d id  n o t  
nullify the head sh ip -su b m ission  relationship for marriage.

That the h e a d sh ip -su b m iss io n  relationship  is m aintained  
after the fall into sin is further dem onstrated  in that G en 3:16 sp e a k s  
about the husband ruling over  his w ife. At the fall into sin, E ve had 
n e g le c te d  to s e e k  th e  g u id a n c e  o f her h u sb an d  w h en  th e  devil 
sp o k e  to her, thereby thwarting A dam ’s  h eadsh ip . After the fall, the 
w om an w ould continue to d esire  her h u sb an d ’s  position, but God  
s a y s  that the divine order is that the husband will rule over his w ife.

Children

T he 1981 MF stated , "Moreover, under the b lessin g  of God, 
w ho said: 'B e  fruitful and in crease  in num ber’ (G en 1:28), they shall 
participate toward the in crea se  of th e  hum an ra ce” ["V ervolgens 
zu lle n  zij o n d e r  d e  z e g e n  van  G od , d ie  g e z e g d  h ee ft: ‘W e e s t  
v r u c h tb a a r  e n  w o rd t ta lr ijk ’ (G e n  1 :2 8 ) ,  m e e w e r k e n  a a n  d e  
uitbreid ing van  h e  m en se lijk  g e s la c h t ”]. T h e  1 9 9 9  MF s t a te s ,  
“Furtherm ore, through m arriage, th e  LORD w a n ts  to build future 
gen era tion s with a v iew  to the com ing o f His kingdom . In paradise, 
H e said  to the m an and w om an: ‘B e fruitful, in crea se  in num ber  
an d  fill th e  e a r th .’ A lso  now , m a rr ia g e  p a rtn ers  a re  c a lle d  to  
p a r e n th o o d , w h e n  th e  L O R D  g iv e s  th e  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  i t ’’
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[“D aarn aast wil d e  H ere door het huwelijk bou w en  aan  v o lg en d e  
g e n e r a t ie s  m et h et o o g  op  d e  k om st van  zijn koninkrijk. In het 
paradijs ze i Hij teg en  m an en  vrouw: ‘W e e s t  vruchtbaar, wordt talrijk 
en  vervult d e  a a rd e .’ O ok nu w orden ech tg en o ten  g ero ep en  tot het 
ou d ersch ap , w anneer de Here de m ogelijkheden daarvoor g e e ff] 
(Acta, art. 52 , p. 111).

T he n ew  MF le a v e s  room for considering  if and w h en  to 
h ave children. For exam p le , if a  young cou p le w an ts to g e t  a h ea d  in 
career  and fin an ces, it could con sid er  that it is not called  to h ave  
children s in c e  the c ircu m stan ces are not favourable. W e con clu d e  
that the n ew  MF m a k es it e a s ie r  for husband  and w ife to g o  along  
with secu la r  v iew s concern ing having children. T he am b igu ou s w ay  
o f sp eak in g  about the LORD giving possib ilities for having children 
le a v e s  room for accom m od atin g  a trend and allow ing for relative 
standards, rather than living by the o n e  and only a b so lu te  standard  
o f G od’s  Word.

In light o f this, it is significant that the prayer in the 1981  
MF sta ted , “Grant them  w isdom  and strength to raise their children  
in a  G od -fearin g  w ay, to th e  honour o f  your holy N am e, fo r  the  
edification o f yo u r congregation, and for the spread  o f the G o sp e l” 
[“V erleen  hun w ijsheid en  kracht om  d ie  kinderen god vrezen d  op  te  
voed en  tot e er  van uw heilige naam , to t opbouw van uw  gemeente  en  
tot verbreiding van het evan gelie”]. T he prayer in the 1999  MF states, 
"If you give them  children, grant them  then strength and w isdom  to 
raise th ose  children to your honour. Lead them  thus that they exert 
them se lves fo r  the m em bers o f C h ris t’s congrega tion  and  for all 
p eop le  w hom  you p lace on their path” [“A ls U hun kinderen geeft, 
verleen hun dan kracht en  wijsheid om die kinderen op te voed en  tot 
uw eer. Leid hen zo, dat zij zich inzetten voor de leden van Christus’ 
gemeente  en  voor alle m en sen  die U op hun w eg  plaatst”]
(Acta  , art. 52, p. 113). In this way, the new  prayer breaks the link 
b etw een  receiving children and building the church. Building the  
church  now  sim p ly  refers to  th e  upbuild ing o f  m em b ers  o f th e  
congregation .

Furthermore, in this w ay  an important link b etw een  the MF 
and the Form for Baptism  is broken. T he introduction to the prayer 
b efore  baptism  s t a te s  that baptism  will b e ad m in istered  "to th e  
ed ification  o f the co n g reg a tio n ” ["tot op b ou w  van d e  g e m e e n t e ”] 
(1981 MF). O ne of the w a y s  in w hich Christ ga th ers His church is 
by the birth of coven an t children w ho are baptized into the N am e of  
the Triune G od.
T h e  im m e d ia te  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  m a rr ia g e  an d  ch ild ren  is 
m aintained throughout Scripture. W e read about barren w om en  
(Sarah , R ebekkah , H annah, M an oah ’s  w ife, and E lizabeth), w ho  
obviously  con sidered  their barren sta te  unusual (to sa y  the least) in 
m arriage. T his can  be linked to G en  1:26-28 , w h ere  w e  read of 
God deciding to create  man in His im age. G en 1:27 d escr ib es  man 
a s  being created  m ale and fem ale , w hile the first thing m entioned
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thereafter in the b lessin g  o f G en 1 :28 is: “B e fruitful and in crease  
in num ber.” This divine arrangem ent is not ab an d on ed  after the fall 
but m aintained. After the fall, the LORD sp o k e  to E ve about pain in 
ch ild b earin g  (G en  3 :1 6 ) . M oreover, A dam  n am ed  h is w ife  E ve  
“. . .b e c a u s e  s h e  w ould b e c o m e  th e  m other o f all the living” (G en  
3:20). Paul reinforces this divine arrangem ent in I Tim 2:15 , w hen  
h e sa y s: “But w om en  will b e sa v e d  through childbearing -  if they  
continue in faith, love and h o lin ess  with propriety.”

Conclusion

A s a g e n e r a l c o n c lu s io n , w e  ca n  s a y  th at th e  c h a n g e s  
m a d e  in th e  1 9 9 9  MF a ffec t th e  h u sb a n d /w ife  re la tion sh ip , th e  
p a r e n ts /c h ild r e n  r e la t io n sh ip , a n d  th e  c h ild r e n /c o n g r e g a t io n  
relationship.

It a p p ea rs from our study that the GKN h a s  left w hat w e  
understand to b e the Biblical b a sis  for m arriage.

T he s is ter  ch u rch es  in th e  N eth erlan d s are  m oored  to  a  
floating dock, p erhaps n ice and tight, but still go in g  up and dow n  
with the tides.

C om m ittee on R elations with C hurches Abroad
C anadian R eform ed C hurches

T he Dutch d ep u ties forwarded it to Synod  Zuidhorn 2 0 0 2 , w here it 
b eca m e  an a g en d a  item. Synod  Zuidhorn d en ied  all the a p p ea ls  
lo d g e d  a g a in s t  th e  n ew  M arriage Form  an d  a ls o  r e je c te d  th e  
co m m en ts  that your com m ittee  m ad e in its d ocu m en t. Zuidhorn  
d e c id e d  that th e  n ew  M arriage Form e x p r e s s e s  su ffic ien tly  th e  
head sh ip  of the m ale a s  well a s  the Biblical m andate for married 
co u p les  to have children. Synod  a lso  said  that the n ew  Form should  
be judged  on its ow n merits, not in com parison  with its p red ecesso r  
(w w w .gszuidhorn.gkv.nl).2

T he d e le g a te s  to the GKN syn od  held in Zuidhorn did d is c u ss  the  
m atter with the d ep u ties  o f the Dutch ch u rch es. Their d iscu ssio n  
w ith  th e  D u tch  d e p u t ie s  m e r e ly  c o n fir m e d  y o u r  c o m m it t e e ’s  
con c lu s io n s b a sed  on the d ec is ion  o f S yn od  L eusden  1 9 99 . T he  
m o st telling fa c t th at c a m e  ou t o f  their m ee tin g  with th e  D utch  
d ep u ties  w a s  that the catalyst for changing the Form w a s  that m any  
Dutch young p eop le  no longer could hon estly  sa y  “I d o ” within the  
c o n te x t  o f  th e  e x is t in g  F orm , an d  th e r e fo r e  th e  c h u r c h e s  fe lt  
com pelled  to ch a n g e  the Form in order to en a b le  th o se  marrying to 
a n sw er  honestly.

Our conclusion  is that the n ew  M arriage Form d o e s  indeed  diminish

2At the time of writing its report, your committee had not yet received a bound copy of 
the Acta of Synod Zuidhorn. However, the decisions of Zuidhorn were officially available 
on the Internet.
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and w eak en  the Scriptural teach ing about marriage.

5 .2 .2 . H ym ns

In a c c o r d a n c e  with th e  s tr a te g y  o u tlin ed  by S y n o d  B erkel and  
R odenrijs 1 9 9 6  for m aking n ew  h ym n s a v a ila b le  for u s e  in the  
w orship serv ice s , the Dutch d ep u ties had distributed a list o f 2 5 5  
hym ns to the ch u rch es so o n  after that Synod . In a n sw er  to a p p ea ls  
about the propriety of having the d ep u ties distribute a list o f hym ns 
w hile the Church Order s e e m s  to s u g g e s t  that Synod  is to approve  
th e  h y m n s to  b e  su n g  ra th er  th an  d e le g a t e  th is  ta sk , S y n o d  
L eusden  1999  d ecid ed  to approve 121 hym ns for u se  in the w orship  
se r v ic e s  (Acta  Leusden 1999, p. 141). T he ch u rch es w ere  to "show  
restra in t” (" teru g h o u d en d  te  z ijn”) in u s in g  th e  rem ain in g  1 3 4  
hym ns, m ean in g  that th o s e  c h u rch es  w hich  had started  to s in g  
them  could continue doing so , w hile th o se  ch u rch es w hich had not 
starting using them  should refrain from doing so . This procedural 
m atter h as ca u sed  m uch unrest in the Dutch sis ter  ch u rch es. Your 
com m ittee is o f the opinion that, a s  s ister  ch urches, w e  should not 
b eco m e  involved with this procedural matter; our fo cu s  should  be 
the forest, not the trees .

O f m o re  im p o r ta n c e  is  th e  la r g e  in c r e a s e  in h y m n s . S y n o d  
Z u id h o rn  2 0 0 2  r e d u c e d  th e  12 1  h y m n s  a p p r o v e d  by S y n o d  
L eu sd en  to  117 in a n sw e r  to  variou s a p p e a ls  ab ou t con ten t, but 
ad ded  another 90  hym ns (w w w .gszuidhorn.gkv.nl). In our report to 
S yn od  N eerland ia  2 0 0 1 , w e  sta ted : “W hile th ere is no  principial 
objection to the u se  o f hym ns in the w orship serv ice , historically the  
proliferation o f hym ns h a s  co m e at the e x p e n s e  o f the singing o f the  
P sa lm s” (A c ts  Neerlandia 2001, p. 2 4 2 ). S in ce  w e  are not o p p o sed  
to  th e  u s e  o f  h y m n s, th e  n u m b er  o f  h y m n s b e c o m e s  a  rather  
su bjective matter. Ultimately, it is the ta sk  o f the local con sistory  to 
en su re  that the u se  o f hym ns d o e s  not su p p ress  the u se  o f P sa lm s.

H o w ev er , s in c e  th e  G e re fo rm e e rd  K e rk b o e k  is , a s  th e  n a m e  
s u g g e s ts , the “church book” o f our Dutch s is ter  ch urches, there is 
som eth in g  to  b e  sa id  for retaining s o m e  kind o f  proportion within 
that book. A proper proportion b etw een  the num ber o f P sa lm s and  
hym ns w ould in itself reflect the im portance -  and e v e n  the priority 
-  o f  the P sa lm s. It is im portant to n ote that the Dutch ch u rch es  
have p lans to add e v e n  m ore hym ns to their collection; this in crease  
could w ell lead  to hundreds o f hym ns. W hile realizing that e v e n  this 
m atter o f proper proportion m ay ap p ear  to b e very subjective, your 
co m m ittee  c o n s id e r s  th at th is m atter sh o u ld  b e  ra ised  with th e  
Dutch sister  ch urches.

http://www.gszuidhorn.gkv.nl
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G e n e r a l S y n o d  L e u sd e n  1 9 9 9  had  to  d e a l w ith th e  m atter  o f  
interpreting the fourth com m andm ent for today. Rev. D. O phoff had 
p reach ed  a serm on  in 1 9 9 6 , in w hich he sta ted  that th ere is no  
divine ordinance  underlying S u nday a s  a  day of rest (Acta Leusden, 
pp. 2 6 ,2 8 ) . T he m atter m a d e its w ay  to G en era l S y n o d  after a  
m em ber of the congregation  ap p ea led  to the consistory  to d eclare  
that this sta tem en t w a s  incorrect. T he consistory  d en ied  his appeal. 
He ap p ea led  to C lass is , w hich a lso  d en ied  his appeal, s o  he turned 
to  R eg ion a l S yn od , w hich su s ta in ed  his a p p ea l. T he con sistory  
then ap p ea led  the R egional S y n o d ’s  d ec is ion  to G eneral Synod .

Synod  L eusden  declared  that the v iew  that S u n d ay  a s  day of rest is 
not founded  upon a divine com m and cannot be con d em n ed  (Acta  
Leusden, p. 28 ). Synod  g a v e  no exeg etica l reasons; there is not 
ev en  a s in g le  reference to a Biblical text in its d ecis ion . E ven the 
report o f the com m ittee serving Synod  m ade only sca n t referen ce to 
the Bible. Synod  relied heavily on the sta tem en ts  of the Synod  of 
Dordt 1 6 1 8 /1 6 1 9  pertaining to the S ab b ath /S u n d ay  is su e . T h e se  
sta tem en ts  are interpreted to m ean  that rest functions only for the  
purpose of making tim e for w orship (Acta Leusden, p. 2 9 ). Synod  
a ls o  s ta te d  th at th ere  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  room  in th e  R efo rm ed  
c h u r c h e s  for  d if fe r e n t v ie w s  a b o u t  r e s t in g  o n  S u n d a y  (A c ta  
Leusden, p. 2 9 ). Furthermore, S ynod  posited  that w hat Lord’s  D ay  
3 8  o f the H eidelberg C atech ism  s a y s  about the day  o f rest should  
not b e p ressed  to m ean  that w e  h ave a  direct ord inance from the  
LORD to maintain S u n d ay  a s  a  day  o f rest (Acta Leusden, p. 29 ). 
A s  fa r  a s  L ord ’s  D a y  3 8  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  S y n o d  fo l lo w e d  th e  
recom m endation  o f the com m ittee report that the phrase “the day  of 
rest” should not b e read normatively; rather than being prescriptive, 
it is cla im ed to be descrip tive (Acta Leusden, p. 350).

M any a p p ea ls  w ere  lodged  a g a in st the d ecision  o f S yn od  L eusden  
1 999 . Synod  Zuidhorn 2 0 0 2  d en ied  the a p p ea ls . S ynod  Zuidhorn 
urged the ch u rch es in gen eral, and the ap p ellan ts in particular, to 
sa feg u a rd  th e  p e a c e  an d  unity w h ich , a cco rd in g  to S y n o d , h a s  
a lw ays ex isted  am ong supporters o f the various v iew s concerning  
the fourth com m andm ent. Synod  b a sed  this on tw o grounds: (1) 
the p e a c e  and unity o f the church is serv ed  w hen  o n e  d o e s  not try 
to bind o th ers beyond  the a ccep ted  doctrine, a lso  with resp ec t to 
th e  fourth com m an d m en t; and  (2 ) a m o n g  a d h e r e n ts  o f  different 
v iew s there is agreem en t that S u n d ay  is a  gift o f the Lord, the day  
on w hich the congregation  ought to co m e  togeth er to rejoice in the  
L O R D ’S g r e a t  d e e d s  o f  c r e a t io n  a n d  r e d e m p t io n  
(w w w .gszuidhorn.gkv.nl). S ynod  Zuidhorn did not provide any study  
o f Biblical tex ts about the S ab b ath /S u n d ay  is su e .

http://www.gszuidhorn.gkv.nl


28

A ccording to th e s e  tw o Dutch S y n o d s, there h a s  b een  a stream  of  
thought in the history o f  th e  R eform ed ch u rch es w hich m aintains 
that S u n d ay  a s  day  o f rest is not b a sed  on a divine ord inance. W e  
m u st u n d e r s ta n d  c le a r ly  th e  b a s ic  i s s u e  w h ich  L e u sd e n  w a s  
a d d ress in g . That b a sic  is su e  is w hether there is room within the  
R eform ed ch u rch es for this view . L eu sd en  d ec id ed  that there is 
room  for th is v iew , and  c la im ed  that th is is in k eep in g  with th e  
history o f  the R eform ed ch u rch es. T his a lso  exp la in s Zuidhorn’s  
sta tem en t about safeguard ing  p e a c e  and unity b etw een  d efen d ers  
o f both v iew s.

T he d ec is io n s  o f L eusden  and Zuidhorn should not b e interpreted to 
m ean  that the Dutch sis ter  ch u rch es no longer b elieve  in S u n d ay  a s  
the day  o f rest. At the S y n o d s o f L eusden  and Zuidhorn, the Dutch 
c h u rch es  w ere  not adopting  R ev. D. O phoff’s  v iew , but a llow ing  
room  for it. This probably a lso  exp la in s w hy th e s e  tw o S y n o d s did 
not d eem  it n e c e ssa r y  to g o  into a  detailed  study o f  Biblical texts  
relating to  th e  m atter; th e y  b a se d  their d e c is io n s  largely  on  an  
ap peal to the history o f e x e g e s is  and the history o f the church.

Our conclusion  is that the d ec is io n s  o f L eusden  and Zuidhorn about 
th e  fo u r th  c o m m a n d m e n t  a r e  b a s e d  o n  u n c o n v in c in g  
argum entation . S yn od  L eu sd en  sta ted  that in th e  history o f the  
R eform ed ch u rches there have a lw ays b een  different v iew s on the  
m eaning of the fourth com m andm ent for today, implying that th e s e  
different v iew s w ere  tolerated  and officially a c cep ted . O ther than  
making the assertion , the Dutch sister  ch u rch es provide little proof. 
L eusden  referred to the sta tem en ts o f the Synod  of Dordt 1618 /19 , 
but the interpretation of th e s e  s ta tem en ts is a  d isputed matter. T he  
only other significant historical reference is in the com m ittee report 
serving Synod  L eusden , and is o f recent v in tage. T he com m ittee  
report refers to the Synod  o f H o o g ev een  1 969 /70 , which dealt with 
the p lace  and role of the d e c a lo g u e  but avo id ed  the is su e  of the 
fourth com m andm ent b e c a u se  it con sidered  the is su e  too  com plex. 
If the Dutch sister  ch u rch es w anted  to prove that there h as a lw ays  
b e e n  room  for and  official a c c e p ta n c e  o f d ifferent v ie w s  on the  
fourth  c o m m a n d m e n t, th e y  sh o u ld  h a v e  m a r sh a lle d  s t r o n g e r  
historical ev id en ce .

Furthermore, the w ay  in w hich Synod  L eusden  d isp en sed  with the 
fact that Lord’s  D ay 38  sp e a k s  o f “the day of rest” is unconvincing. 
N o ev id en ce  is g iven  that this description of the first day of the w eek  
d o e s  not include a prescriptive e lem en t for the R eform ed ch urches. 
At the sa m e  time, the description o f different v iew s a s  identified by 
the Synod  of Dordt 1 6 1 8 /1 9  h as received  prescriptive sta tu s.
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5 .2 .4 . T heological University a s  "Knowledge C entre”

In its report to Synod  N eerlandia 2 0 0 1 , your com m ittee sta ted  that 
"...the d eve lop m en t o f the T heolog ica l U niversity a s  a  “K now ledge  
C entre” for the C hurches s ig n a ls  a  departure from the long standing  
principle that su ch  a  sch oo l h a s  a s  its only aim the training o f future 
m in isters  o f  th e  W ord” (A c ts  N ee rla nd ia , p. 2 4 3 ) .  It a p p e a r s ,  
how ever, that this shift h a s  m uch to do  with the restructuring o f the  
T heolog ica l U niversity in order to b e an accred ited  institution within 
the E uropean Union (P r e ss  R e le a se  o f the Board o f G overnors, in 
D e R e fo rm a tie  7 6  (4 2 )  A u g u s t  11, 2 0 0 1 ) .  S in c e  th e r e  is  no  
e v id e n c e  that that th is m atter im p in g es  upon fa ith fu ln ess  to  th e  
" ...R eform ed  b a s is  in th e  W ord o f  G od  and  th e  T h ree F orm s o f  
U nity ...” (A cts  Neerlandia 2001, p. 95 ), your com m ittee co n c lu d es  
that w e  should  not pursue this matter.

5 .2 .5 . “P rofessionaliz ing” o f the Ministry

In its report to  Synod  N eerlandia 2 0 0 1 , your com m ittee sta ted  that 
“T h e rise o f  th e  ‘pastora l w ork er’, th e  granting o f  p erm ission  to  
th o se  pursuing doctoral s tu d ie s  to practice their preach ing skills, 
and  c o n cern  to  reg u la te  th e  con tin u in g  e d u c a tio n  o f  m in isters, 
esp ec ia lly  for th o se  n ew  to the ministry s u g g e s t  a  ‘professionaliz ing’ 
o f  th e  m in istry ” (A c ts  N e e r la n d ia  2 00 1 , p p . 2 4 2 ,2 4 3 ) .  Y our  
co m m itte e  h a s  found  no  e v id e n c e  that t h e s e  m a tters reflect a 
professionalizing of the ministry. W e do  not s e e  anything n egative  
in t h e s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  an d  s u g g e s t  that w e  not p u rsu e  t h e s e  
m atters.

5 .2 .6 . Increasing centralization of church life

W hile there is increasing centralization in m ission  and evan gelism , 
with national organizations and com m ittees doing m uch work, your 
com m ittee cannot sa y  that this is a  w rong practice. T he polity of the 
D utch  c h u r c h e s  r e m a in s  n o n -h ie r a r c h ic a l, an d  th e  in c r e a s e d  
centralization d o e s  not s u g g e s t  that this is changing. W e h ave no 
reason  to con clu d e that the Dutch ch u rches "...are deviating from  
their R eform ed b asis  in the Word of God and the T hree Form s of 
U nity ...” (A cts Neerlandia 2001, p. 95 ). W e s u g g e s t  that this matter 
not be pursued further.

5.3. Correspondence
5 .3 .1 .In N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 1 ,  tw o  c o p i e s  o f  th e  A c ts  o f  S y n o d  

N eerland ia  2001  w ere  m ailed to the d e p u tie s  o f the Dutch  
churches.

5 .3 .2 . In a letter dated  D ecem b er  4, 2 0 0 1 , the attention of the Dutch 
d e p u t ie s  w a s  draw n to th e  d isa p p o in tm e n t a b o u t lack  of 
information concerning a ch a n g e  in the Church Order and the
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considerations of Synod Neerlandia concerning the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper by army chaplains.

5.3.3. In a letter dated March 5, 2002, a copy of the study on the 
Marriage Form was sent to the deputies of the Dutch 
churches. Receipt of this was acknowledged in a letter dated 
March 28, 2002, in which we were informed this study would 
be forwarded to Synod.

5.3.4. In May 2002, a CD containing all the reports of deputies to 
General Synod Zuidhorn was received.

5.3.5. In a letter dated June 25, 2002, the Dutch deputies were 
informed of our surprise at learning that the study report on 
the Marriage Form had been passed on to the Synod, and 
that this seemed to be a departure from past practices where 
the communication was between deputies/committees.

5.3.6.In January 2002, the consistory of the church at London 
forwarded to the committee a document which they had 
originally sent to Synod Neerlandia 2001. This document 
pertained to the GKN’s 1993 decision allowing communicant 
women the right to vote in the election of officebearers. This 
was received for information.

5.3.7. In a letter dated July 1, 2002, the consistory of the church at 
Calgary sent a letter to the committee expressing concern 
about new developments in the worship services of the Dutch 
sister churches. The letter included the address of an internet 
site of church services in Groningen. This was received for 
information.

5.3.8.In a letter dated April 9, 2003, the BBK informed us of 
decisions of Synod Zuidhorn with respect to the Canadian 
Reformed Churches. The Dutch sister churches have entered 
into sister church relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church.

5.3.9. The Committee received email correspondence, dated March 
18, 2003, from Dr. P. van Gurp with copies of letters sent to 
churches in the Netherlands calling them to reformation. 
Consistent with the approach as found in the Report to Synod 
Neerlandia, the Committee did not interact with this as it does 
not have a mandate to interact with private submissions of 
members of other church federations (Report 5.5.4, Acts 2001 
p. 243).

5.4. Change in Communication

As can be gleaned from the correspondence (March 5, 2002, March 
28, 2002, and June 25, 2002), the Dutch deputies appear to have a 
different m o d u s  o p e ra n d i compared to the well-known and well- 
established practice to which we were accustomed. As a result, 
your committee has been unable to develop meaningful 
correspondence with its counterparts, while at the same time
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learning after the fact that it was invited to partake in the 
discussions at Synod. We believe that the mandate and practice of 
your committee is out of step with the mandate and practice of the 
Dutch deputies. We are convinced that this will affect the 
communication, but we are not sure of all the implications.

5.5. Recommendations.
Your committee recommends that Synod 2004 decide:
5.5.1. To continue the relationship of Ecclesiastical Fellowship with 

the GKN under the adopted rules;
5.5.2. Not to pursue any further the matter of the Theological 

University as "Knowledge Centre,” the matter of increased 
centralization of church life, and the matter of the 
"professionalizing” of the ministry;

5.5.3. To instruct the CRCA, in accordance with Rule One of the 
rules for Ecclesiastical Fellowship, to suggest to the next 
Synod of the GKN that the proportion of Psalms and hymns in 
the G e re fo rm e e rd  K e rk b o e k  should reflect the importance -  
and even the priority -  of the Psalms;

5.5.4. To instruct the CRCA, in accordance with Rule One of the 
rules for Ecclesiastical Fellowship, to convey to the next 
Synod of the Dutch sister churches that the decisions of 
Leusden and Zuidhorn about the fourth commandment are 
based on unconvincing argumentation;

5.5.5. To instruct the CRCA, in accordance with Rule One of the 
rules for Ecclesiastical Fellowship, to address the next Synod 
of the Dutch sister churches on behalf of Synod to the effect 
that their recent decisions pertaining to the Marriage Form 
weaken the Scriptural teaching about marriage;

5.5.6. To instruct the CRCA, with a view to the rules for 
Ecclesiastical Fellowship, to explore what, if any, implications 
flow from the changed role of the Dutch deputies both in 
relation to their Synods as well as in relation to the deputies of 
the CRCA.

6. International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC).

6.1. Mandate
Synod decided:

6.1.1. To withdraw the proposed change to the Constitution of the 
ICRC by Synod Fergus, and mandate the CRCA to make this 
known to the ICRC;

6.1.2. To continue the membership of the Canadian Reformed 
Churches in the ICRC.

6.2. Correspondence
6.2.1. In a letter dated May 29, 2001, the Secretary of the ICRC was 

informed of Synod Neerlandia’s decision to withdraw the 
request made by Synod Fergus 1998 to address the change
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in the Constitution Art. IV.1 .a. made by the ICRC at Seoul.
6.2.2.In a letter dated January 4, 2002, the Corresponding 

Secretary for the ICRC, Rev. M. van Beveren, informed the 
churches that he had decided to step down as secretary. He 
informed the churches that Rev. C. van Spronsen had been 
appointed to replace him.

6.2.3. In a letter dated February 11, 2002 Rev. C. Van Spronsen 
introduced himself as the new Corresponding Secretary. He 
acknowledged the faithful service of Rev. M. van Beveren 
who had functioned as Corresponding Secretary since the 
founding of the ICRC in 1982.

6.3. ICRC 2001
The fifth International Conference of Reformed Churches was held
in Philadelphia, PA, from June 20-27.
6.3.1. The executive for the conference consisted of Rev. J.J. 

Peterson (chairman); Rev. B. de Graaf (vice-chairman); Rev.
M. van Beveren (corresponding secretary); Rev. Dr. P.J. 
Naylor (recording secretary); and Mr. H. A. Berends 
(treasurer).

6.3.2. The conference heard presentations on Biblical Principles of 
the U nity  o f the Church  -  A R eform ed (C ontinen ta l) 
Perspective, by. J. DeJong; The Unity o f the Church in the 
Westminster Tradition, by W.D.J. McKay; Hermeneutics and 
the Bible, by J. van Bruggen; Work Among the Jewish 
People: H istorica l Perspectives and the Contemporary 
Challenge, by J.S. Ross; The Regulative Principle o f Worship, 
by G.l. Williamson; and, The Work o f the Holy Spirit in the 
Believer: Illustrated by the S p irit’s office o f leading the 
believer from regeneration to glorification, by C. Pronk. 
These presentations are available in the published 
Proceedings.

6.3.3. The application for membership in the ICRC by the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of North East India (RPCNEI) was 
unanimously approved.

6.3.4. The Free Church of Scotland Continuing’s delegation was 
invited to be seated as non-voting participants for the duration 
of the 5th Assembly of the ICRC.

6.3.5. With respect to the Constitution, the following motion was 
carried:
The ICRC decided that the following amendment to the 
Constitution Art. IV. a. be proposed to the ICRC in 2005: 

“Those churches shall be admitted as members which: 
a. adhere and are fa ithfu l to one or more o f the 

confessional standards stated in the basis, as each 
church has adopted one or more o f these as its 
own standards.

Or
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b. adhere and are fa ith fu l to the Reform ed  
Confessions which are equivalent in content to the 
Confessions listed in the Basis (Art. 2), and which 
confession (or confessions) shall be proposed to 
be added to a rtic le  II o f the C o n s titu tio n ” 
(Conference Minutes 51, p 35).

6.3.1. The Free Reformed Churches of South Africa were appointed 
to host the next ICRC in 2005.

6.3.2. Informal meetings were held with representatives from the 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, the Free Reformed 
Churches of South Africa, and the Reformed Church of New 
Zealand. More formal meetings were held with the delegates 
from the Presbyterian Church of Korea -  Kosin and the 
Independent Reformed Church of Korea. Many informal 
conversations were held as well to gather impressions on life 
in the churches represented at the Conference.

6.3.3. The Conference was well organized. The actual meeting did 
leave something to be desired as much time was spent on 
procedural and constitutional matters and the order of the day 
was adhered to rather loosely. Upon request of some 
delegates, the schedule was rearranged so that the 
Conference was able to conclude a day sooner than originally 
planned.

6.3.4. Delegates, especially from the younger churches, expressed 
concern that some of the topics were too abstract and did not 
speak much to their situation.

6.4. Considerations
6.4.1. Participation in the ICRC serves as a reminder of the 

catholicity of the Church as the Lord gathers his people from 
all tongues and tribes and nations. The ICRC provides an 
excellent opportunity to be exposed to the catholic church 
gathering work of our Lord. It is regrettable that only a few 
members of each federation are able to participate. 
Interacting with the brotherhood from around the world, being 
aware of their struggles, serves as a reminder of what truly is 
needful.

6.4.2. The papers presented deal with issues that are worthy of 
attention by the membership in general. It can only be 
encouraged that members obtain copies of the Proceedings 
and be edified by the papers presented.

6.4.3. While the delegation to the ICRC voted to receive the 
RPCNEI as a member of the ICRC, there is disagreement 
among the Committee members as to whether this is within 
the mandate of the ICRC delegates. At issue is the statement 
of Synod Fergus 1998 "to mandate the CRCA to make and 
support membership recommendations at ICRC for those



34

churches only with which we have official sister-church 
relations” (see Acts Synod Neerlandia, Art. 53; 3.4 and 4:3. 
Synod Chatham should clarify whether,

a. This applies to sponsorship (cf. ICRC Constitution 
Art. IV 1b. "Those churches shall be admitted as 
members which ... have been sponsored by at least 
two member Churches;)
Or

b. To the actual process of voting at the Conference 
(Art. 4. I.e. "are accepted by a two-third majority vote 
of the delegations of the member Churches, every 
member Church having one vote”).

Synod is asked to make a judgment as to which 
interpretation is correct so that the delegates at future 
Conferences can represent the position of the churches.

6.4.1. With respect to the Constitutional amendment, the first 
suggestion basically reverts back to the original version while 
the second works with the idea of the current edition but 
leaves the Constitution open for endless revisions. The 
Committee suggests to leave the Constitution unchanged as 
the matter has been discussed sufficiently and there are no 
grounds justifying a change.

6.4.2. While one can appreciate the concern of representatives from 
younger churches to have matters that are of relevance to 
them, the established churches should have ample 
opportunity to discuss things that are of relevance to them.

6.4.3. As the next Conference is scheduled to be held in South 
Africa, travel costs could be higher than other times. Sufficient 
funds should be made available for the delegates.

6.5. Recommendations

The Committee recommends that:
6.5.1.Synod give a clear answer to the question posed under 

Consideration 6.4.3.
6.5.2. Synod decide to mandate the CRCA:

6.5.2.1. To continue to represent the Canadian Reformed 
Churches in the ICRC and send a delegation to the 
Conference scheduled for 2005 in South Africa;

6.5.2.2. To inform the Secretary of the ICRC that the 
Constitution Art. IV 1 should be left unchanged since 
there are no new grounds;

6.5.2.3. To inform the Secretary of the ICRC that issues of 
concern to the founding churches of the ICRC should 
be given due attention;

6.5.2.4. To submit a Report of the 2005 ICRC to the next Synod, 
with an evaluation and recommendations;
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7.1. With respect to the Pilgrim Reformed Churches in East Nusa
Tengarra, Indonesia (GGRM) Synod mandated the CRCA:
7.1.1. To gather more information about the GGRM;
7.1.2. To consult with the GKN and the FRCA regarding the GGRM;
7.1.3. To inform the GGRM of our Rules for Ecclesiastical 

Fellowship and ask if they can live in a relationship with those 
rules;

7.1.4. To discuss with representatives of the GGRM how they 
envision a relationship between two federations so far apart 
geographically can be meaningful, also reminding them that 
the FRCA should have the primary contact with the GGRM;

7.1.5. To come with recommendations to the next Synod.

7.2. General
Synod also mandated the CRCA:
7.2.1. Investigate diligently all the requests received for entering into 

ecclesiastical fellowship outside the Americas;
7.2.2. Respond, if possible and feasible, to specific requests made 

to attend Assemblies, Synods, or meetings of other churches 
outside the Americas;

7.2.3. To serve Synod 2004 with a report with suitable 
Recommendations, to be sent to the churches six months 
prior to the next General Synod.

7.3. Budget.
Synod adopted the following budget for the CRCA:

ICRCfees $ 3,500
Meeting ICRC 2001 $1 ,000
Travel $ 2,500
Miscellaneous $ 3.000
Total $10,000

7.4. Considerations
7.4.1.GGRM

7.4.1.1 .In an email dated July 3, 2001, response was requested 
concerning the benefit they envisaged in a relationship, 
what they thought about our rules for Ecclesiastical 
Fellowship, and with which churches they currently had 
or were seeking fellowship.

7.4.1.2.In an email dated October 19, 2001, response was 
given to the questions submitted previously. In this 
response it was evident that the GGRM desires 
practical help in terms of theological training, office 
bearer training, in mission work and in mission aid. We 
were informed that at present they only have a sister
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church relationship with the Gereja-Gereja Refomasi di 
Indonesia -  Nusa Tenggara Timor (G G RI-NTT). 
Fellowship is also desired so that those visiting each 
other’s countries could attend the Lord’s Supper and 
ministers be invited to preach.

7.4.1.3.In a letter dated November 8, 2001, a copy of the Acts 
of Synod Neerlandia was mailed out to the GGRM.

7.4.1.4.In an email dated December 4, 2001 we expressed our 
concern about how meaningful a relationship would be, 
especially in light of the practical help they seek which 
as Committee we are not in a position to address. We 
also made the suggestion to seek contact with a local 
church in the federation that could provide the practical 
help they desire.

7.4.1.5.In an email dated October 21, 2002 we received some 
more information. At present there are 10 churches with 
about 1500 members. There are 8 active ministers. 
With respect to the Australian Churches, while the 
GGRM has recognized them as true churches, the 
FRCA has not yet reciprocated because the FRCA does 
not think the GGRM keeps the Sunday as a day of rest 
and in the second place that in one of the churches 
there are deaconesses (See Acts FRCA 2000, p.139). 
These deaconesses function as helpers of the needy 
and sick people but are not part of the ruling elders. We 
were also informed that they had taken up contact with 
the Church at Smithville in response to our suggestion. 
Finally, we were informed that they had to change their 
name and are now called the Gereja-Gereja Reformasi 
Calvinis in East Nusa Tengarra.

7.4.1.6.Synod 2000 of the Free Reformed Churches in 
Australia decided that the situation in the GGRM “needs 
to be stabilized before recommendations regarding 
sister church relationships can be considered.” It would 
“support the GGRM in a well-considered and 
responsible way with the intention of building up the 
reformed character of these churches” (Article 49).

7.4.2. General
7.4.2.1.Requests were received to send delegates to the 

General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland in 
2001 and 2002, to the Synod of the Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) in 2002, and 
the Synod of the Free Reformed Churches in South 
Africa in 2002. An invitation was also received from the 
Presbyterian Church in Korea-Kosin to send a delegate 
at their expense to mark their 50th anniversary as a 
denomination.



37

1  A . 2 .2 .Rather than simply attend the Synods or Assemblies as 
observers where there is little time for serious 
interaction with representatives, the Committee decided 
to draw up a schedule of visitation to the churches in 
Ecclesiastical Fellowship. The inclusion of attendance 
at a Synod or Assembly would be a secondary 
consideration. Rev. J. Huijgen and Rev. C.J. 
VanderVelde visited the Netherlands and Scotland in 
May 2002. Br. H. Leyenhorst visited the PCK in 
September 2002. If things develop as planned, br. W. 
Pleiter will visit the churches in Australia in 2003 and a 
visit to South Africa will be coordinated with the ICRC 
scheduled for 2005. These visits are very important for 
the relationships.

7.4.2.3. Declarations were issued upon request for a number of 
ministers visiting other countries.

7.4.2.4. The Committee received a number of letters from 
churches in various parts in the world providing 
information and often seeking financial support. Some 
of this information may be of interest to the churches in 
general. Synod needs to give guidelines to the CRCA 
as to what to do with information of this nature, whether 
it should be forwarded to the churches in some way or 
not.

7.4.3. Budget
In order to fulfill its task in a meaningful way, the Committee 
needs sufficient funds. Especially with respect to the ICRC, it 
needs to be kept in mind that assessments are in US dollars. 
At the time of sending this report to the Printer (June 2003), 
no details were available on actual amounts spent to date. 
This will need to be gleaned from the Report on the General 
Fund.

7.4.4. Terms
Synod 2001 appointed the following brothers: J. Huijgen 
(2010); H.E. Hoogstra (2007); E. Kampen (convener) (2004);
H. Leyenhorst (2010); W. Pleiter (2010); C.J. VanderVelde 
(2010). As the term of the convener is ending, Synod will need 
to make one new appointment. It is important to have six 
members on the Committee both with a view to distribution of 
the work and with a view to discussion of issues.

7.5. Recommendations
The Committee recommends that Synod decide:

7.5.1. With respect to the Gereja-Gereja Reformasi Calvinis in East 
Nusa Tengarra:
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7.5.1.1. Not to enter in Ecclesiastical Fellowship at this time but 
to give the contact with the church at Smithville an 
opportunity to develop;

7.5.1.2. To recommend to the churches in the federation to 
receive visitors from the GGRCNTT in the knowledge 
that these churches adhere to the Three Forms of Unity;

7.5.2.To approve the following budget for the period 2004-2007

7.5.3. To give the CRCAthe following general mandate:
7.5.3.1. To investigate diligently all the requests received for 

entering into ecclesiastical fellowship outside the 
Americas;

7.5.3.2. To respond, if possible and feasible, to specific requests 
made to attend Assemblies, Synods, or meetings of 
other churches outside the Americas;

7.5.3.3. To serve Synod 2007 with a report with suitable 
Recommendations, to be sent to the churches six 
months prior to the next General Synod.

7.5.4. To appoint one new member to serve on the CRCA for a nine 
year term (till 2013).

Rules for Ecclesiastical Fellowship- Canadian Reformed Churches

1. The churches shall assist each other in the maintenance, defence and 
promotion of the Reformed faith in doctrine, church polity, discipline, and 
liturgy, and be watchful for deviations.

2. The churches shall inform each other of the decisions taken by their 
broadest assemblies, if possible by sending each other their Acts or 
Minutes and otherwise, at least by sending the decisions relevant to the 
respective churches (if possible, in translation)

3. The churches shall consult each other when entering into relations with 
third parties.

4. The churches shall accept one another’s attestations or certificates of 
good standing, which also means admitting members of the respective 
churches to the sacraments upon presentation of that attestation or 
certificate.

ICRC fees 
Meeting ICRC 2005 
Travel
Miscellaneous
Total

$ 5,000 
$ 4,000 
$ 3,500 
$ 2.000 
$14,500

Appendices
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5. The Churches shall open their pulpits for each other’s ministers in 
agreement with the rules adopted in the respective churches.

In exercising these relations, the churches shall strive to implement also the 
following:

6. When major changes or additions are being considered to the 
confessions, church government or liturgy, the churches shall be 
informed in order that as much consultation can take place as possible 
before a final decision is taken.

7. The churches shall receive each other’s delegates at their broadest 
assemblies and invite them to participate as much as local regulations 
permit.

(Acts Synod Lincoln 1992, Art. 50, IV B 1-7)

Presbyterian Church of Korea Fifty Year Jubilee
By Harold Leyenhorst

The Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK) celebrated the 50-year 
jubilee of their federation on September 24, 2002 during their 52nd General 
Assembly. Special invitations were sent to the five federations with which 
they have formal relations. The invitations included all the costs for one 
delegate from each federation. As a member of the Committee on Relations 
with Churches Abroad, I was appointed as representative of the Canadian 
Reformed Churches to visit our sister churches in Korea. Together with my 
wife Annette, I visited Korea for ten days. What follows are our impressions 
of Korea and information about and from the PCK.

The country
South Korea has a population of fifty million of whom almost half 

live in the capital city of Seoul and its surrounding suburbs. Seventy percent 
of the country is mountains, resulting in very densely populated cities. Most 
of the people live in apartments of twelve to twenty story buildings, of which 
there are thousands. Korea has an extensive freeway system, many with 
tolls, and serious traffic congestion in the cities. We were impressed with 
the modern engineering of buildings and bridges and a nation that has a 
standard of living close to that of North America.

The people are very friendly, courteous and helpful. There are few 
who speak English, although there was always someone helping us with 
translation and directions. We have fond memories of the hospitality we 
received from Rev. Ahn and his wife Hanna. They took it upon themselves 
to be our guides and translators for most of the time we were in Korea.

Korea has very little crime, and security is not the concern that it is 
in Canada. There is a healthy respect for authority and an obvious respect 
for personal and public property. The most difficult adjustment we had was 
with the food. Most of our meals were provided for us, with many of them 
being cafeteria style at the theological college or the Korea Youth centre 
where we were housed. Koreans eat often and they eat a lot, but it must be
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healthy because we saw few people that were overweight. Soup and rice 
with a large variety of spicy vegetables and various types of seafood did 
take some getting used to.

The church
The Presbyterian Church of Korea (Kosin) has thirty-four synods, 

1500 churches, 2300 pastors, 3200 elders and 400,000 baptized members. 
Korea Theological Seminary has 400 students and fifteen faculty members. 
Kosin University has 3,500 undergraduate students, 800 graduate students 
and 230 faculty members. The church has two hospitals with a total of
1,000 beds and 1,500 employees. The church has an extensive mission 
program with 220 missionaries in over forty countries. They have affiliate 
federations in the Southern Pacific, Europe and North America 
(approximately 100 churches).

The church operates an extensive Sunday school program, but 
there are no Christian elementary or high schools. The emphasis seems to 
be on post secondary education. This is in part caused by the severe 
restriction put in place by the government on non-government run schools. 
It was his desire for a Christian education for his children that brought Rev. 
Ahn to Canada in his sabbatical year. His two daughters are currently 
attending Credo Christian High School in Langley.

We attended two church services on the Sunday we were in Korea. 
Although we could not understand what was being said, we were able to 
sing with the congregation with the help of the Korea/English Hymnal 
provided by Rev. Ahn. The ministers removed their shoes when they went 
up to the pulpit (also always done in the homes) and there was a meal 
served in the church basement after the morning service. This is normal for 
every Sunday in most of the churches. Having a delegate from the 
Canadian Churches attending their service was considered an honour and I 
was requested to address the congregation at the end of the service.

General Assembly and celebration
The Kosin churches have a General Assembly every year in the 

week following their Thanksgiving weekend (September). The assembly is 
held at the Theological Seminary, which has a chapel that seats 1,200, 
apartments and dorms for 600 and a cafeteria that can serve up to 2,000 per 
hour. There were 508 voting delegates at the assembly.

The assembly started at three p.m. on Monday with a church 
service that included Lord’s Supper. This was followed with elections that 
required eight voting booths and computerized vote-counting system.

Tuesday morning was the international session where the delegates 
of the visiting churches could address the Assembly. I was the first 
international delegate to speak and my address was translated sentence by 
sentence as I spoke. As well as offering congratulations on behalf of our 
churches I encouraged the Kosin churches to be faithful to our God and 
Saviour. I also extended an invitation to their members to attend our 
churches when they visit Canada.

The Jubilee celebration was held on Tuesday evening and consisted
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of a two-hour concert, one hour of speeches and presentations and one 
hour that included a video presentation on the history of the church, 
concluding comments and a mission declaration.

I did not attend much of the rest of the Assembly because it was all in 
Korean and my time was better spent meeting with delegates and seminary 
professors on an individual basis. I was able to receive an update on the 
proceedings on the Saturday morning shortly before we left for the airport.

Concluding impressions
The PCK Kosin is a vibrant church committed to remaining Reformed 

and willing to be a leader in Asia in church development and mission 
cooperation. On more than one occasion the importance of the relationship 
with other Reformed churches was stressed. They recognized not only the 
importance of maintaining a Reformed character but also the difficulty to 
stay Reformed in a federation that is expecting to grow by fifty percent in the 
next eight years. Their churches struggle with many of the same problems 
that we do in our affluent society. There are also lingering effects of 
Confucianism in the Korean culture that are evident in the church.

We felt it was important that we visit the churches in Korea and our visit 
not only helped in establishing a better understanding of each other but it 
was also very beneficial for our relationship. I would like to conclude with 
some of the words spoken at the celebration by Rev. Sun Lee, the outgoing 
chairman of the Assembly. “We are the people who have received the grace 
of Jubilee. God has brought us this far in our denomination. Yes, we are 
few. But we are God centered, Bible centered and church centered. I 
encourage you to be thankful and joyful for the fact that we can identify with 
the Reformed faith. We need to step forward from defending God’s truth to 
conquering the globe with God’s truth. We need to be culture sensitive for 
that mission. God has given us the Spirit of power and let us embrace the 
world with his Word. Amen.”

Address of Delegate to Synod Zuidhorn

By J. Huijgen

Dear Brothers and Members of Synod Zuidhorn 2002:

We are grateful that in the year 2002, fifty years after the death of 
one of the servants of the Reformed Churches (Liberated), Prof. Dr. K. 
Schilder, we can be here with you and share with you our greetings. We 
pass on to you the greetings of the Canadian Reformed Churches.

To give you an idea as to how we have been faring under the 
blessing of the Lord, let me share with you some of the memorable facts of 
the life of our churches. The Canadian Reformed Churches have been 
blessed with a steady increase in numbers. Last year we grew in 
membership by approximately 300 members to approximately 16000. The 
number of ministers (active and retired) and missionaries remained fairly 
steady at sixty-five.
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The year 2001 was also the year in which a General Synod was 
held. This synod has been dubbed the synod of the Ecclesiastical Contacts. 
This was mainly because significant progress could be made in contacts 
with churches in North America. The contacts with the URCNA, the OPC, as 
well as the RCUS were the most remarkable. But significant was also the 
progress with the ERQ.

Our federation continues to see growth in the number of 
congregations. Two congregations became four congregations through the 
process of division due to growth. The most remarkable attempt to expand 
our churches is through the work of mission and evangelism. We enjoy 
various ways of mission. The missions in Brazil and Irian Jaya are known to 
you, but we also conduct mission work among the natives in northern British 
Columbia, as well as among mainly Chinese immigrants in Vancouver. In the 
vicinity of Hamilton we may work in the inner city to do mission.

Our Theological College continues to be blessed. Students from 
various ethnic backgrounds study in Hamilton; the library saw a substantial 
building expansion; a Pastoral Training Program is now in place for students 
in theology.

We may rejoice also in the facts that the Lord Jesus Christ 
continues to provide for his churches in Canada all that is needed so that 
week by week the Word can be proclaimed and his people can be built up in 
the most holy faith.

We, as delegates of the Canadian Reformed Churches would like to 
wish you the Lord’s blessing in your work here at Synod. Your chairman has 
called this Synod, the Synod of the beautiful things, and we wish with him 
that your Synod indeed may turn out to be a blessing for the churches you 
serve. But you must also realize: er staan veel mooie dingen op het spel. 
We are somewhat aware of the pressures you face, as you are called to 
deal with various matters, including many appeals out of the churches.

We have been instructed by our Synod to investigate various 
matters that are keeping you busy again. From the Acts of our General 
Synod Neerlandia 2001 you can glean that we have been instructed to:

1) stay in touch with your deputies concerning the relationship with 
the OPC in light of rule 3 of Ecclesiastical Fellowship;
2) to study the form for the solemnization of marriage adopted by 
Synod Leusden, to consult with your deputies and report to Synod 
2004 whether this new form does indeed diminish the Scriptural 
teaching about marriage;
3) to make a thorough study of concerns raised in the churches and 
mentioned in the report serving at our last synod. To see whether 
the Reformed churches are deviating from the Reformed basis and 
the word of God and the Three forms of Unity. These concerns are: 
the increasing centralization in church life, the increase of the 
number of hymns, the shift of the Theological University from an 
institution for the training for the ministry to a knowledge centre, and 
an apparent professionalizing of the ministry;
4) to express our disappointment to the GKN that we were not 
informed that a major change to the Church Order was considered,
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when revisions were prepared in the manner of ecclesiastical 
examinations.
Based on this mandate we have spoken with your deputies BBK 
regarding these matters. We are thankful that we received 
opportunity to sample your thoughts and to hear about your vision 
regarding the future.
Your deputies presented us with the practical issues of living in a 

secularized society which led up to the formation of the new Marriage Form. 
We urge you to consider that the pressures of the world can only be 
addressed by obedience to Scripture.

We were assured that the issues concerning the keeping of the 
Sunday as a day of rest were still within the parameters of opposing 
exegetical positions, and that the practice of keeping the day of rest is 
historically deeply rooted. We are concerned, however, that the decision of 
Synod Leusden has effectively changed the character of the Sunday, and 
will as such have a deep impact on the development of the churches.

It was very helpful to learn that the process of establishing a hymnal 
is a long process of experimentation and may eventually lead to a bundle of 
songs that addresses the various events the church commemorates. We 
wonder whether this is going to happen at the expense of the psalms and 
will eventually put man in the centre of the worship service.

We touched on some concerns that had arisen because of new 
situations you face, as there are asylum seekers desiring to partake in the 
Lord’s Supper. We took note of the fact that your Theological University 
faces various challenges, not in the least the low number of enrollment of 
students. At the same time, the quality of scholarly excellence continues to 
improve.

Your new format of meeting as Synod, with inclusion of the means 
of electronic communication, shows that you attempt to stay with the times 
as you do not shy away from interacting with new realities. We hope that 
with all your efficiency you will not develop an ecclesiastical bureaucracy, 
which could make the federation of churches top heavy, and eventually 
crush the grass roots. May the Lord help you to be steadfast in a ever more 
secularizing society.

We have heard at various levels that you expect the work of our 
Lord and Saviour, the King of kings and the Lord of lords to be revealed 
more and more till the final day dawns and you will experience the brightest 
of days. As that is our expectation as well, we wish you the courage and the 
wisdom as well as the boldness to continue on the way of your calling. We 
do not know what the future holds, but we certainly know that the response 
of obedience to the calling of the Lord, will be blessed by God. In your 
history, more than fifty years ago, this was proven to come true.

You may have to work hard on various issues, especially 
considering the number of reactions out of the churches, but when you do 
the work as a work of service in obedience to God’s revelation you may 
expect the blessing of our Lord.

We know that there are those who are somber and expect the worst 
and that there are those who are optimistic and expect the best. As you well
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know, you cannot please everyone, but One calls us to please Him in all we 
do. If one would look to people one would despair. But as the psalmist says 
in Psalm 121, "Unto the hills I lift my eyes, from where comes all my aid, 
when troubled or afraid.” But then he says as well, "My help is from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.”

Report on General Synod Zuidhorn 2002, and the Free Church of
Scotland

By J. Huijgen

So Many New Impressions
As Rev. VanderVelde and I were commencing our travels, we felt 

the weekend, between The Netherlands and Scotland, would allow for some 
mental adjustment. Adjustment would be necessary in the face of our 
uncertainty. We would encounter many changes in our sister congregations 
of The Netherlands and of the churches in Scotland. Members of our 
Canadian churches, upon visitation to The Netherlands, had commented on 
the vast, noticeable, changes. We were aware that Scotland too, primarily 
after the divide, would present new situations. We were about to embark on 
many new impressions.

New Impressions in The Netherlands
On Monday May 13 Rev. VanderVelde and I travelled to The 

Netherlands from Vancouver. We arrived in The Netherlands at the 
conference centre of Mennorode on Wednesday morning and we met with 
the deputies of the Dutch sister churches to speak about concerns raised 
within our Canadian churches. We spoke with the deputies about the 
proposed Marriage Form, and the issues surrounding their celebration of the 
Sabbath. We discussed the number of hymns and their selection process, 
the various forms for the Lord’s Supper, and the new academic setup of the 
Theological University. We voiced concern regarding the new format upon 
meeting at the Synod, the way individuals could now make submissions to 
Synod, how deputies envisioned the future of the Dutch churches, and the 
so-called “Third Party Relationships.” We conveyed all the issues we had 
been directed to discuss by the Synod Neerlandia. Some of these concerns 
had been submitted ahead of us. Our Dutch counterparts intimated some of 
their uneasiness and reflections. Concerning the Sunday issues, for 
instance, we were assured by our counterparts that the Dutch churches 
maintain strong Sunday traditions. Rev. Vandervelde and I wondered 
whether traditions alone would suffice. We requested scriptural basis for 
some of their assertions. We were presented with their rationale, a range of 
interpretations existing from one end of the “spectrum” to the other with 
variations in between. We observed that their unity and uniformity has been 
exchanged for plurality. These discussions were successful in creating the 
ground work necessary for longer exchanges in the future with these 
deputies in The Netherlands. There is, however, another problem that has 
arisen in our discourse.
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The Changing Roles of Deputies

We noticed, for example, that the list of items for the agenda of their 
General Synod contained our summary of the study of the new Marriage 
Form. We never intended to have this placed on the agenda of their Synod. 
This alteration was accomplished because the role of deputies has changed 
substantially. In the past, deputies studied an issue and submitted a report, 
an independent and final document with recommendations given to the 
Synod. Today the Dutch deputies present to Synod any material they receive 
omitting discretion as to admissibility and relevance. During Synod the 
Dutch deputies are in attendance, to continue discussions and expedite the 
decisions. It should be noted that these deputies have the potential to be 
extremely influential due to their numbers (e.g. they have twenty deputies for 
relations with churches abroad). As a result discussions involving our 
members cannot be conducted unless our delegates partake at the Synod 
level. This degree of participation would require our physical presence for 
proper representation.

After our discussion with the Dutch deputies, Rev. VanderVelde and 
I met with the delegates from various churches in different countries. We 
witnessed a program containing strong overtones of missionary activities 
offered for churches abroad. A presentation was given from the committee 
for Mission and Mission Aid l e n d in g  and H u lp v e r le n in g  and a presentation 
and meeting of the IRTT (International Reformed Theological Training 
Centre). The majority of their students are Kenyan and Indonesian. Being 
deputies from Canadian churches that have conducted mission work in 
various parts of the world and at home, we attended these aspects of the 
conference with great interest and were much encouraged by the work of 
our Lord.

General Synod 2002
It is the custom of the Dutch Synod to meet on Friday and Saturday 

in full session. The rest of the week is devoted to Internet meetings 
containing members of Synod and members of different committees. A 
Reformed virtual chat room serves as a way of facilitating informal 
exchanges of thought. The committees prepare a majority of their proposals 
in this way. The proceedings at the Dutch Synod are worth noting. The 
opening includes a silent prayer by all members. This prayer is followed by 
meditation on Scripture and then discussion of the passage with an 
assigned neighbour. Singing and a public prayer ensue. Rev. VanderVelde 
and I arrived on Friday May 17. The vice-chairman introduced the delegates 
from the various churches, and every region was dealt with individually. We 
heard from the brothers in Australia and their words contained both 
appreciation and concern. We had opportunity to voice our concerns as 
instructed by Synod Neerlandia 2001. Our speech was well received (the 
text of our speech is published separately). Although our concerns were 
noted, emphasis was given to God and their joy that He cares for his people 
in Canada and everywhere. Our day was filled with speeches and 
responses from around the world. We felt a strong sense of world wide
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community during the General Synod. It is quite impressive to meet the 
many in this world who wish to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. The contacts we 
made officially and in private left us very encouraged.

The days were not without tensions. The Free Church of Scotland 
Majority had sent delegates, and the Free Church of Scotland Continuing 
had sent delegates. The speeches delivered by both churches showed the 
awkwardness of being involved in a divided church. The Free Reformed 
Church of South Africa, represented by Rev. Pieter Nel, spoke strongly to 
the Dutch Churches against establishing contacts with "Dopper” churches. 
The very delegates of those "Dopper” churches were in attendance and 
spoke right after him with some dismay.

Changes to the Dutch liturgy
Having the privilege of spending the Lord’s Day in Holland, we 

attended three church services. We discovered ways of worship quite new to 
us. In some instances the liturgy was very different. The congregation sang 
out various "amens” and the reading of Holy Scripture was executed by 
young girls. There were recitations of poems during the worship service. 
English hymns were included in the congregational singing and the Apostles’ 
Creed was alternately recited or sung by the congregation. We were told 
that these Dutch ministers are attempting to make the worship services 
more interesting. There is a special word for that in the Dutch churches: 
“o p le u k e n ."  It was relayed to us that one minister brought a mask onto the 
pulpit to prove his point; another used a potato. One minister, while 
demonstrating to children, used a cell phone and dialled someone in the 
church, and hung up abruptly. This was his method of illustrating the do’s 
and don’ts of communicating with God. Children can now download pictures 
or questions regarding sermons from their church’s website. When we 
reflect back on the trip to the Dutch Churches we feel a sense of surprise 
and sadness. We were told that Canadian churches are approximately 
fifteen years behind Dutch churches. In other words, we would eventually 
face similar challenges in the future. In our defence we stated that both 
Dutch and Canadian churches had a parallel beginning after the Second 
World War. Both churches have supported the members of first, second and 
third generations. Both countries have likewise had the same developmental 
issues of church, school and their organizations. Rev. VanderVelde and I 
believe we were witness to a regression and not a progression. We suspect 
the Dutch churches to be relying on the same practices the Christian 
Reformed Churches in North America embraced fifteen or twenty years ago. 
We noticed a general trend among the Dutch churches which we summarize 
as a fear. This fear involves being identified as a type of church with 
exclusive truths. The Reformed character is almost unrecognizable. The 
Dutch churches are attempting to reinvent themselves in hopes of 
establishing an identity.

Impressions of Scotland
On Monday May 20, Rev. VanderVelde and I arrived in Scotland. 

On our way to visit a delegation of the Free Church “Continuing” we enjoyed
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a beautiful ride through the Scottish Highlands to the city of Inverness. We 
stayed at the manse of Rev. Maurice Roberts and his wife, who are very 
kind people. In the evening, we were introduced to Rev. John Macleod. Rev. 
Macleod is an interesting man, filled with great stories. All company present 
gave us a typical Scottish welcome, for which we were thankful. We sensed 
a great deal of anticipation with our host and his colleague. We were told 
that our evening meeting was informal, yet we received a lot of information -  
names and events -  about the history leading to the official split in 2002 of 
the Scottish Reformed Churches. It was our good fortune to be supplied with 
these details as this information was very helpful to us.

Rev. VanderVelde and I experienced a refreshing sleep and a 
hearty breakfast in proper "Ye Olde Scottish” style. Later we were joined by 
Dr. Murdoch Murchison, Rev. Hugh Ferrier, Rev. Maurice Roberts and Rev. 
John MacLeod. We felt that a straight approach at this gathering was 
appropriate, since by delegation the Orthodox Presbyterian Church had 
previously completed an investigation and subsequent report, which we 
considered satisfactory and which the OPC served at the ICRC body. We 
therefore presented a very direct question. What would you want us to 
report back to the Canadian churches so these same churches can affirm 
their relationship with you? This question proved to be more difficult to 
answer than to pose. From the response we were given we realized that the 
original reasons for the split were evolving. Whereas the primary focus had 
been on allegations against a “leader” exhibiting improper behaviour, the 
direction of blame was shifting. The Free Church was now turning away from 
the old historical path, and changing. We received a very favourable 
impression of the Free Church “Continuing” with respect to its direction. This 
cordial and informative meeting was followed by good fellowship and a very 
impressive sightseeing tour. We did not spot the Loch Ness monster 
although there were moments where we were nearly fooled.

On Wednesday, Rev. VanderVelde and I took to the road again and 
ended up in Edinburgh. Driving on the left side of the road with a right-sided 
wheel is one challenge. To drive in Edinburgh city itself, is another! We 
ended up following a friendly taxi driver who was willing, free of charge, to 
lead us to “the Mound.” We were cordially received by the Free Church of 
Scotland “Majority,” a ten man delegation. By comparison we were grossly 
understaffed but this fact had no bearing on the proceedings. We utilized the 
question we had presented to our brothers in Inverness the day before. 
“What would you want us to report back to the Canadian churches, so that 
these churches can affirm their relationship with you?” Our question needed 
to be explained more than once. Their answers at this meeting were helpful, 
and confirmed to us that the grounds for the split had emerged from a 
personal issue into doctrinal insights, and historical perspectives.

After the meeting we, along with our Scottish brothers, enjoyed a 
superb noon meal in historical surroundings. After this meal we toured 
through old Edinburgh accompanied by Rev. W. Mackay, a willing and 
knowledgeable tour guide. We enjoyed ourselves so much that Rev. 
VanderVelde and I resumed our tour of historical Edinburgh the next day. If
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you have ever been up top in a double-decker bus, you know what a grand 
view exists from there.

We found the number of rifts in the Scottish churches perplexing. 
How could so many changes develop in just two short years? Obviously the 
"Continuing” and "Majority” Free Churches had pre-existing problems which 
had only recently surfaced. The Canadian Reformed Churches through 
Synod Neerlandia 2001 maintain a relationship with the Free Church of 
Scotland while monitoring the developments with the Free Church of 
Scotland "Continuing.” This method appears to be the best course of action 
for now. The Committee on Relations with Churches Abroad is busy 
developing further communication with the churches in Scotland and in The 
Netherlands.

Trusting and Praying
There are some deep differences in the Scottish and Dutch 

churches. We wonder what purpose such developments might hold. We do 
know that the Lord God, in his providential care, controls all things and will 
use all things for his purpose. We may trust and also pray that the Lord will 
fulfil his purpose for his churches in other parts of the world also. Let us 
commit the brotherhood in the world into the care of our God.


