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S ta n d in g  C o m m it te e  fo r  t h e  Book o f Praise
Ju n e  1 0 ,2 0 0 3
C /O  Rev. C . B o sch , Sec .,
5 0 5  Enfield R d„
B u rlin g to n , O N .  L7T 2 X 5

T h e  C o m m it te e  fo r  t h e  P r o m o tio n  o f  E cc lesiastica l U nity,
C /O  R ev .W . d e n  H o llan d e r,
15 4  R e g e n t S t r e e t  
R ic h m o n d  Hill. O N  L 4C  9 N 9

E s te e m e d  B ro th e r s ;

G re e tin g s !  E n c lo se d  p le a s e  find  o u r  r e p o r t  t o  y o u r  c o m m i t te e  a s  m a n d a te d  by  
S y n o d  N e e r la n d ia , (Acts, A r t .  7 3 , C o n s id . 4 .7 ). W e  t r u s t  y o u  will in c lu d e  it  in y o u r  
r e p o r t  t o  S y n o d  C h a th a m , 2 0 0 4 .

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  o u r  c o m m i t te e  h as h a d  t w o  fru itfu l m e e tin g s  w ith  o u r  
U R C  c o u n te r p a r t s .T h e s e  m e e tin g s  w e r e  h e ld  in a  b r o th e r ly  a tm o s p h e r e  o f  m u tu a l 
t r u s t .T h e  re s u l ts  o f  t h e s e  m e e t in g  a r e  d o c u m e n te d  in o u r  r e p o r t .

W e  w o u ld  like t o  d ra w  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  y o u r  c o m m it te e  t o  t h e  fa c t t h a t  a s id e  fro m  
th e  Psalm s a n d  H y m n s a n d  t h e  C h u rc h  O r d e r  d isc u ss io n s , t h e r e  m ay  b e  a re a s  t h a t  
a r e  n o t  c o v e re d  in o u r  p r e s e n t  d isc u ss io n s  w ith  t h e  U R C .T h e s e  in c lu d e  t h e  w o rd in g  
o f  t h e  E cu m en ical C r e e d s  a n d  t h e  T h r e e  F o rm s  o f  U n ity  a s  w ell a s  t h e  L iturgical 
F o rm s  a n d  p r a y e r s .W e  m e n t io n  th is  a s  it  a p p e a rs  t h a t  a t  s o m e  t im e  m o r e  d ire c tio n  
will n e e d  t o  b e  g iven re :  t h e s e  m a t te r s .

O n  b e h a lf  o f  t h e  SCBP, a n d  w ith  
G re e t in g s  in o u r  L o rd ,
C . B o sch , se c .

R eport to  th e  C om m ittee for th e  Prom otion of Ecclesiastical Unity 
(CPEU) Regarding th e  United Reformed Churches

E s te e m e d  B ro th e r s :

In c o n n e c tio n  w ith  m o v in g  t o  P h a se  2  in o u r  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  t h e  U R C N A , S y n o d  
N e e r la n d ia  2001 d ir e c te d  t h e  C o m m it te e ,  “t o  deal w ith  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  so n g b o o k .” 
(A cts,A rt. 7 3 ,5 .5 )  S y n o d  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  t h e  C o m m it te e  sh o u ld

“ . . .w o r k  c lo s e ly  w i th  c o m m i t te e s  a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  U R C  S y n o d . T h e s e  
c o m m itte e s  sh o u ld  r e p o r t  a t  re g u la r  in te rv a ls  t o  t h e  C PE U , w h ich , in tu rn  
will p ro d u c e  a  single c o m p re h e n s iv e  r e p o r t ,  jo in tly  w ith  t h e  C o m m it te e  fo r  
E c u m e n ic a l  R e la t io n s  a n d  C h u r c h  U n i ty  o f  t h e  U R C .” (Acts, A r t .  7 3 , 
C o n sid .4 .7 )
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In k e e p in g  w ith  th is  m a n d a te  t h e  C o m m it te e  p r e s e n t s  t h e  fo llo w in g  r e p o r t .

1.0 Introduction:

T h e  C o m m it te e  h e ld  t w o  jo in t  m e e t in g s  w ith  t h e  U n ite d  R e fo rm e d  C h u r c h e s ’ 
P s a l t e r  H y m n a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  f i r s t  o n  M a r c h  1 5 - 1 6 ,  2 0 0 2 ,  in  t h e  
C o r n e r s t o n e  U R C  o f  L o n d o n , O N  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  o n  M a rch  21 a n d  2 2 , 2 0 0 3 , 

in t h e  A n c a s te r  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h .  T h e  U R C  c o m m it te e  c o n s is t s  o f  
n in e  m e m b e r s  f r o m  v a r io u s  p la c e s  b o t h  in  C a n a d a  a n d  t h e  U S A . T h e s e  
m e e t in g s  w e r e  h e ld  in  a  b r o t h e r l y  ( a n d  s i s t e r ly ! )  a t m o s p h e r e  a n d  w e r e  
e x c e lle n t ,  p r o d u c tiv e  m e e t in g s  in w h ic h  a  n u m b e r  o f  th in g s  w e r e  a c c o m p lish e d .

T h e  P r e s s  R e le a s e s  o f  t h e s e  m e e t in g s  w e r e  p u b l is h e d  in b o t h  Clarion a n d  

Christian Renewal a n d  t h e  M in u te s  w e r e  e x c h a n g e d .

2.0 March 15 , 16,2002 Meeting:

A t  th is  m e e t in g ,  c h a i r e d  by  Rev. E. K n o t t  o f  t h e  U R C , Rev. G .P h . v a n  P o p ta  

p r e s e n t e d  a  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A n g lo - G e n e v a n  P s a l t e r  o f  t h e  
C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s .  Rev. D .V a n d er M e u len  p r e s e n te d  a  r e p o r t  o n  th e  
h is to r y  o f  t h e  U R C  P s a lte r  H y m n al C o m m it te e  a n d  t h e  m a n d a te s  g iven  th a t  
c o m m i t te e  b y  U R C  S y n o d s .

It w a s  n o te d  t h a t  w h ile  t h e  U R C  c o m m it te e  w a s  m a n d a te d  “ . . .  t o  c o n s id e r  
f o r  in c lu s io n . . .” t h e  150 P sa lm s in m e tr ic a l  s e t t in g s  f ro m  t h e  A n g lo -G e n e v a n  
P sa lte r, o u r  c o m m i t te e  w a s  m a n d a te d  “ . . . t o  in c lu d e .. . .” th e m . A  p o s it iv e  a n d  
p r o f i ta b le  d i s c u s s io n  t o o k  p la c e  r e .  o u r  r e s p e c t iv e  m a n d a te s ,  h i s to r y ,  a n d  
p r o c e d u r e s .

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d isc u s s io n s  t h e  fo llo w in g  w a s  d e c id e d :

a . T h a t  o u r  c o m m i t te e  fo rm u la te  P rin c ip le s  f o r  S o n g  S e le c tio n  fo r  d isc u ss io n  
a n d  a p p ro v a l b y  b o th  c o m m it te e s .  F o llo w in g  su c h  a p p ro v a l t h e s e  will b e  

s u b m it te d  t o  t h e  c h u rc h e s  o f  e a c h  f e d e ra tio n .
b . T h a t  tw o  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  U R C  c o m m it te e  fo rm u la te  a  p re fa c e  t o  t h e s e  

P rin c ip le s  f o r  p r e s e n ta t io n  a n d  a p p ro v a l a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e tin g .
c . T h a t  M in u te s  o f  e a c h  c o m m i t te e ’s m e e t in g s  w o u ld  b e  e x c h a n g e d .

2 .1. Mar. 21,22,2003 Meeting:

T h is  m e e tin g , c h a ire d  b y  Rev. G .P h . v an  P o p ta , h e a rd  p ro g re s s  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  
w o r k  d o n e  b y  t h e  r e s p e c t iv e  c o m m i t te e s  s in c e  M a rch  2 0 0 3 .

T h e  U R C  c o m m it te e  r e c o m m e n d e d  a  su g g e s te d  “ P re fa c e ” t o  t h e  “ P rin c ip le s  
a n d  G u id e lin e s  f o r  t h e  S e le c tio n  o f  M usic  in t h e  C h u rc h .” It a ls o  s c ru tin iz e d  
t h e  “ P r in c ip l e s  a n d  G u i d e l i n e s ” f o r  s o n g  s e l e c t i o n  a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  o u r  
c o m m i t te e .  It will a s k  t h e  U R C  S y n o d  (2 0 0 4 )  t o  re lie v e  t h e  c o m m i t te e  o f  its  
r e s p o n s ib ili ty  f o r  t h e  p r o s e  s e c tio n  o f  t h e  p la n n e d  n e w  U R C  P s a l te r  H ym nal
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P re v io u s ly  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  d e c id e d  t o  fo l lo w  t h e  d iv is io n s  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s ’ 

C r e e d  (T riu n e  G o d , c h u rc h , sa lv a tio n , e tc .)  in c o m p ilin g  h y m n s  d e e m e d  su ita b le  

f o r  a  n e w  so n g b o o k .

O u r  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t e d  o n  i ts  a c t iv i t ie s .  B e s id e s  d e a l in g  w i th  c o p y r ig h t  

is su e s , i t  f o rm u la te d  a  s e t  o f  P rin c ip le s  a n d  G u id e lin e s  t o  g o v e rn  t h e  s e le c tio n  

o f  h y m n s  f o r  a  c o m b in e d  s o n g b o o k .  It a ls o  a n a ly z e d  s o m e  h y m n s  f ro m  t h e  

P s a l te r  H y m n a l, (1 9 7 6  e d it io n ) .

A f t e r  e x te n s i v e  d is c u s s io n ,  t h e  “ P r e f a c e ,  P r in c ip le s  a n d  G u id e l in e s ” w e r e  

u n a n im o u s ly  a d o p te d  a s  fo llo w s:

PR IN C IPLES A N D  G U ID E L IN E S 

F O R T H E  S E L E C T IO N  O F  M U SIC  IN  T H E  C H U R C H

IN T R O D U C T IO N

T h e  C a n a d ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  a n d  U n ite d  R e fo rm e d  C h u r c h e s  e n te r e d  in to  

“ P h a se  T w o ” o f  e c u m e n ic a l  r e la t io n s ,  e f fe c tiv e  J a n u a ry  I, 2 0 0 2 , w ith  t h e  g o a l o f  

e v e n tu a l  f e d e ra t iv e  u n ity . T h e  s y n o d s  o f  t h o s e  t w o  f e d e r a t io n s  m a n d a te d  t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  l a b o r  t o g e t h e r  t o  r e c o m m e n d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a  

c o m m o n  s o n g b o o k  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  fa ith fu l t o  t h e  S c r ip tu r e s  a n d  o u r  R e fo rm e d  

c o n fe s s io n s .

PREFACE

T h e  B ible is filled w ith  r e fe r e n c e s  t o  singing. F ro m  t h e  v e r y  b e g in n in g  G o d ’s p e o p le  

h ave  r e s p o n d e d  t o  H is g ra c e ,  a lm ig h ty  p o w e r  a n d  p r e s e n c e  w ith  so n g . T h e  so n g s  o f  

t h e  C h u r c h  a r e ,  e s s e n t ia l ly ,  p r a y e r s  t o  G o d .  T h e y  a r e  f i l le d  w i t h  p r a i s e  a n d  

th a n k s g iv i n g ,  s o r r o w  f o r  s in  a n d  p e t i t i o n  f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s ,  a n d  p r a y e r s  f o r  

i n t e r c e s s i o n  in  b e h a l f  o f  o t h e r s  in  C h r i s t .  T h e y  a l s o  in c lu d e  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  

e x h o r ta t i o n .  T h u s  t h e  so n g s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  e x p r e s s  t h e  e n t i r e  s p e c tr u m  o f  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n ’s e x p e r i e n c e .  W h i l e  e v e r y  b e l i e v e r  m a y  f in d  p e r s o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

p ra is e ,  th an k sg iv in g , p e t i t io n s ,  a n d  r e p e n ta n c e  in so n g , a n d  w h ile  w e  e n c o u r a g e  th e  

fa m ilie s  o f  o u r  c h u r c h e s  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  t h e  s o n g b o o k  in fam ily  d e v o t io n s ,  t h e  

p rin c ip a l p u r p o s e  f o r  w h ic h  th is  s o n g b o o k  is b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  is f o r  c o n g re g a tio n a l  

singing. T h e  P sa lm s a n d  h y m n s  a r e  b e in g  s e le c te d  w i th  t h e  p r a y e r  t h a t  th e y  m ay  

e x p r e s s  a n d  e n r ic h  o u r  c o n g re g a tio n a l  w o r s h ip  o f  G o d .

Psalm  6 6 :2  - “Sing o u t  t h e  h o n o r  o f  H is  n a m e ; m a k e  H is p ra is e  g lo r io u s .”

E p h es ia n s  5 : 1 9 - “ . .  .S p eak in g  t o  o n e  a n o th e r  in p sa lm s  a n d  h y m n s  a n d  sp ir itu a l 

so n g s , s ing ing  a n d  m ak in g  m e lo d y  in y o u r  h e a r t  t o  t h e  L ord .”
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PRINCIPLES:

T H E  S O N G  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  IS T O  BE S U IT A B L E  F O R  T H E  C H U R C H ’S 
W O R S H IP T O T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D

1. T h e  so n g s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  a r e  t o  b e  s c r ip tu ra l.

In c o n te n t ,  fo rm , a n d  sp ir i t  t h e  C h u r c h ’s so n g s  m u s t  e x p r e s s  t h e  t r u t h  o f  
t h e  H o ly  S c r ip tu re s .  A u g u s tin e , r e fe r r in g  t o  t h e  s ing ing  o f  P sa lm s, sa id , “ N o  
o n e  c a n  sing  a n y th in g  w o r th y  o f  G o d  w h ic h  h e  h a s  n o t  re c e iv e d  f ro m  H im  
. . .  th e n  w e  a r e  a s s u re d  t h a t  G o d  p u ts  t h e  w o r d s  in o u r  m o u th .”

2 . T h e  so n g s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  a r e  t o  b e  a  sa c rif ic e  o f  p ra is e .1'1

S inging is a n  im p o r ta n t  e le m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n g re g a tio n ’s r e s p o n s e  t o  G o d ’s 
r e d e e m in g  w o r k  in C h r i s t  J e su s  a n d  t h e  W o r d  p ro c la im e d  in t h e  w o r s h ip  
s e rv ic e .

Jo h n  C alv in  w r o t e ,  “S inging h a s  g r e a t  s t r e n g th  a n d  p o w e r  t o  m o v e  a n d  t o  
s e t  o n  fire  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m e n  t h a t  th e y  m ay  call u p o n  G o d  a n d  p ra is e  H im  
w ith  a  m o r e  v e h e m e n t  a n d  m o r e  a r d e n t  z ea l. T h is  s ing ing  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  
ligh t o r  fr iv o lo u s , b u t  it  o u g h t  t o  h av e  w e ig h t a n d  m ajesty .”

3. T h e  so n g s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  a r e  t o  b e  a e s th e tic a lly  p leasin g .

T h e  s o n g s  fo r  w o r s h ip  a r e  t o  b e  a  b e a u t i fu l  b le n d  o f  G o d - h o n o u r in g  
p o e t r y  a n d  m u s ic .PI

GUIDELINES FOR SELECTING SONGS:

1. T h e  so n g s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  m u s t  b e  th o ro u g h ly  biblical. T h e y  a r e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  full ra n g e  o f  t h e  re v e la tio n  o f  G o d , F a th er, S o n  a n d  H o ly  S p irit.p]

2. T h e  B o o k  o f  P sa lm s is fo u n d a tio n a l  fo r  t h e  C h u r c h ’s  s o n g s .T h e r e f o r e ,  all 
o f  t h e s e  P salm s, in t h e i r  e n ti r e ty ,  o u g h t  t o  b e  in c lu d e d  in t h e  C h u r c h ’s 
s o n g b o o k .

3. W h e n  P salm s o r  o t h e r  p o r t io n s  o f  S c r ip tu re  a r e  s e t  t o  m u sic , t h e  w o r d s  
m u s t  b e  faithful t o  t h e  c o n te n t  a n d  fo rm  o f  t h e  in sp ired  t e x t . 141

4 . In t h e  c a s e  o f  so n g s  o t h e r  th a n  t h e  v e rs if ic a tio n  o f  S c r ip tu re ,  t h e  w o r d s  
m u s t  fa ith fu lly  e x p r e s s  t h e  te a c h in g  o f  S c r ip tu r e 151 a s  s u m m a r iz e d  b y  o u r  
R e fo rm e d  c o n fe ss io n s .

5. T h e  so n g s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  m u s t  b e  in te llig ib le161 a n d  ed ify ing  t o  t h e  b o d y  o f  
C h r is t .171 6

6. T h e  so n g s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  m u s t  r e f le c t  an d  p r e s e r v e  t h e  lan g u ag e  o f  t h e  
C h u rc h  o f  all a g es  r a th e r  th a n  a c c o m m o d a tin g  c u r r e n t  s e c u la r  trends.™
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7 . In c o n t e n t  a n d  f o r m ,  t h e  s o n g s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  m u s t  b e  f r e e  f r o m  

a rtif ic ia lity  a n d  s e n tim e n ta lity .

8 . T h e  m u s ic  o f  t h e  s o n g  sh o u ld  s u i t  t h e  t e x t .

9 . T h e  m u s ic  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  sh o u ld  b e  e x p re s s iv e  o f  t h e  R e fo rm e d  t r a d i t io n .  

W h e r e  p o ss ib le , u s e  is t o  b e  m a d e  o f  m u s ic  d e v e lo p e d  in t h e  t r a d i t io n  o f  

th is  r ic h  h e r i ta g e  (e .g ., t h e  G e n e v a n  p sa lm  tu n e s  a n d  t h e  S c o t t is h  P sa lte r) .

10. T h e  m u s ic  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  m u s ic  t h a t  

su g g e s ts  p la c e s  a n d  o c c a s io n s  o t h e r  th a n  t h e  C h u rc h  a n d  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  

G o d .1’1

I I . T h e  m e lo d ie s  a n d  h a r m o n ie s  o f  c h u r c h  m u s ic  m u s t  b e  s u i t a b le  f o r  

c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s in g in g ,  a v o id i n g  c o m p l i c a t e d  r h y t h m s ,  e x c e s s i v e  

s y n c o p a tio n , an d  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  p itc h .

1) H e b re w s  13:15

2) Psalm  9 2 : 1-4

3) Psalm  147:1

4) 2  T im o th y  3 :16

5) P ro v e rb s  30 :6

6) I C o r in th ia n s  14:15

7) C o lo s s ia n s  3 : 16

8) R o m a n s  12:2a

9) E p h es ia n s  5 :18-21

3.0 Future Direction:

A t  t h e  M arch  2 1 -  2 2 ,2 0 0 3  m e e t in g  o f  o u r  c o m m i t te e  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  U R C , a  

d isc u ss io n  t o o k  p la c e  re :  t h e  c o u r s e  t o  t a k e  to w a r d s  t h e  g oa l o f  a  c o m m o n  

R e fo rm e d  so n g b o o k . W e  n o t e  t h e  fo llow ing :

3 . 1 T h e  U R C  P s a l te r  H y m n al C o m m it te e  w ill p r o p o s e  t o  i ts  n e x t  sy n o d  t h a t  

i n i t i a l l y  b o t h  t h e  B o o k  o f  Praise  a s  w e l l  a s  a  P salte r H ym n a l b e  

r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  u s e  in t h e  c h u rc h e s .

3 .2  W h ile  t h e  P s a lte r  H y m n a l C o m m it te e  is m a n d a te d  t o  p r o d u c e  a  c o m p le te  

P s a l te r  it is n o t  b o u n d  t o  in c lu d e  t h e  150 A n g lo -G e n e v a n  p sa lm s . O u r  

c o m m it te e ,  h o w e v e r , is b o u n d  b y  i ts  m a n d a te  t o  in c lu d e  th e m .
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The combined committees decided to:

3.3 continue to  w ork  together, using the Principles and Guidelines to  
scrutinize and recommend suitable hymns.

3.4 be gracious, open and amenable to each other’s point of view, remaining 
cognizant of each other’s mandates while striving towards unanimity.

3.5 concentrate our efforts on the hymns.

3.6 use the divisions of the Apostles’ Creed (cf. #2 .1 . above) as a general 
guide to  organizing the hymns.

3.7 maintain close contact between our committees, reporting to each other 
on our progress re: hymns every other month starting May 1,2003.

3.8 hold our next combined meeting in Jenison, Ml, in March 2004.

In addition to  this our committee decided:

3.9 In our contact with the URC Psalter Hymnal Committee we will restrict 
our discussion to  the Psalm and hymn sections of the proposed combined 
song book.

Respectfully Submitted;
Rev. D.G.J Agema 
Rev. C. Bosch 
Prof. Dr. N.H Gootjes 
C.J. Nobels 
C.Van Halen-Faber 
G. Ph. van Popta

(secretary)

(treasurer)

(chairman)

Guidelines for Ecumenicity and Church Unity
United Reformed Churches in North America

Editorial Note: This appendix was intended for inclusion in the Acts o f Synod Neerlandia 2001. Since it 
is an important document in regards to the relationship o f our churches with the URCNA, it is now included 
in these Acts.

Phase One -  Corresponding Relations
The first phase of ecumenicity is one of exploration, w ith the intent that by 
correspondence and dialogue, mutual understanding and appreciation may develop 
in the following areas of the two churches’ lives:

a. view and place of the Holy Scriptures
b. creeds and confessions
c. formula of subscription to  the confessions
d. significant factors in the two federations’ history, theology and 

ecdesiology


