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Church Order Subcommittee of CPEU

Report of the  C om m ittee re: Church Order to  th e  C om m ittee for the 
Prom otion of Ecclesiastical Unity

A. M andate

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a p p o in t e d  b y  S y n o d  N e e r l a n d ia  2 0 0 1  r e c e iv e d  t h e  fo l lo w in g  
m a n d a te  [Acts G e n e ra l  S y n o d  N e e r la n d ia  2001 A r t ic le  9 5  p. 107]:
1.3.1. T o  w o r k  c lo s e ly  w ith  t h e  c o m m i t te e  re :  c h u rc h  o r d e r  a p p o in te d  by  th e  

U R C N A  sy n o d ;
1.3 .2 . T o  e v a lu a te  t h e  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  c u r r e n t  c h u r c h  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  

f e d e r a t io n s  in t h e  lig h t o f  t h e  S c r ip tu ra l  a n d  C o n fe ss io n a l  p r in c ip le s  a n d  
p a t t e r n s  o f  c h u rc h  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  O r d e r  o f  D o r t ;

1.3 .3 . T o  p r o p o s e  a  c o m m o n  c h u rc h  o r d e r  in t h e  lin e  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  O r d e r  o f  
D o r t ;

1.3 .4 . T o  k e e p  t h e  C P E U  u p d a te d  o n  t h e  p ro g re s s ;
1.3 .5 . T o  p ro v id e  t h e  C P E U  w ith  a  r e p o r t  in su ff ic ie n t t im e  fo r  th e m  t o  p r o d u c e  

t h e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  r e p o r t  f o r  S y n o d  in a  t im e ly  fa sh io n .

B. The C om m ittee and its activities

T h e  C o m m i t te e ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  D r. J a c k  D e  J o n g  ( c o n v e n e r ) ,  b r. G e r a r d  J. 
N o rd e m a n ,  Rev. Jo h n  V an W o u d e n b e r g  a n d  D r. A r t  W it t e n ,  m e t  f o r  a  to ta l  o f  n in e  
t im e s  a s  a  c o m m it te e .  It a lso  m e t  t h r e e  t im e s  w ith  t h e  c o m m i t te e  re : c h u rc h  o r d e r  
o f  t h e  U n ite d  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h e s  in N o r t h  A m e r ic a  (U R C N A ), tw ic e  in G ra n d  
R a p id s , Ml a n d  o n c e  in B u r l in g to n ,  O N .  A  f o u r t h  c o m b in e d  m e e t in g  h a s  b e e n  
sc h e d u le d  D .V fo r  N o v e m b e r  4 - 6 ,2 0 0 3 .

T h e  U R C N A  c o m m i t t e e  is c o m p o s e d  o f  D r. N e l s o n  K lo o s t e r m a n ,  Rev. 
W illia m  P o ls , Rev. R o n a ld  S c h e u e r s ,  Rev. R a y m o n d  J. S ik k e m a  a n d  br. H a r r y  V an 
G u rp .

T h e  C o m m it te e  e n jo y e d  an  e x c e lle n t  w o rk in g  r e la tio n s h ip  b o th  in te rn a lly  as 
w ell a s  w ith  t h e  b r o th e r s  o f  t h e  U R C N A . U n fo r tu n a te ly , d u r in g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t im e  
t h e  h e a l th  o f  D r. D e  Jo n g  d e t e r io r a t e d  t o  t h e  p o in t  w h e r e  h e  c o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  
fu n c tio n  e ffec tiv e ly  a s  an  a c tiv e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m it te e .  W h ile  h e  still a t t e n d e d  
all m e e tin g s , br. N o rd e m a n  t o o k  o v e r  as c o n v e n e r  fo r  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  te r m ,  
a n d  t h e  C o m m it te e  a sk e d  D r. G i js b e r t  N e d e r v e e n  t o  a s s is t  t h e  C o m m it te e  a s  an  
a d v is o r  a n d  in te r im  m e m b e r  in o r d e r  f o r  t h e  w o r k  t o  c o n tin u e .  A t  t h e  c lo s e  o f  t h e  
la s t c o m b in e d  m e e tin g , D r. D e  Jo n g  in fo rm e d  t h e  m e e t in g  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  
m e n t io n e d  re a s o n s ,  h e  h ad  t o  b e  re lie v e d  o f  t h e  re sp o n s ib ili t ie s  o f  b e in g  a  m e m b e r  
o f  t h e  C o m m it te e  f o r  t h e  P ro m o t io n  o f  E cc lesiastica l U n ity  a n d  t h e  C o m m it te e  re : 
C h u r c h  O r d e r .  T h is  h e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c o n f i r m e d  in w r i t i n g .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  
a c k n o w le d g e d  th is  r e q u e s t  w ith  s a d n e s s  a n d  p ro fo u n d  r e g re t ,  an d  r e f le c te d  o n  D r. 
D e  Jo n g ’s lo v e  fo r  h is w o rk ,  h is w h o le h e a r te d  c o m m itm e n t  t o  t h e  u n io n  p ro c e s s  
a n d  h is d e s ir e  t o  s e e  th is  w o r k  c o m e  t o  f ru itio n . A lso  D r. K lo o s te rm a n  r e s p o n d e d  
o n  b e h a lf  o f  t h e  U R C N A  b r o th e r s  e x p re s s in g  b o th  a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  D r. D e  Jo n g ’s
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c o n tr ib u t io n  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  c o m m i t te e s  a n d  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  in d e e d  b e  
a b le  t o  e n jo y  t h e  final p r o d u c t  o f  o u r  la b o u rs .  H e  re a d  f ro m  P au l’s fo rew ell a d d re s s  

t o  t h e  E p h es ia n  e ld e r s .  A c ts  2 0 , a n d  led  in p ra y e r, p lac in g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o u r  b r o t h e r  
a n d  h is fam ily  b e f o re  t h e  L o rd , a n d  a sk in g  t h a t  H e  g ra c io u s ly  s u r r o u n d  t h e  D e  Jo n g  
fam ily  w ith  H is lo v e  a n d  g ra c e .

M a n d a te  1.3.1.

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w o r k e d  c lo s e ly  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e :  c h u r c h  o r d e r  
a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  S y n o d  E sc o n d id o  2 0 0 1 o f  t h e  U R C N A .T h e  c o m b in e d  c o m m i t te e s  

m e t  t h r e e  t im e s  f o r  a  to ta l  o f  se v e n  day s in c lu d in g  s o m e  e v en in g s . It b e c a m e  c le a r  
t h a t  t h e  r e s p e c t iv e  m a n d a te s  w e r e  v e ry  sim ilar, in t h a t  t h e  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  
c u r r e n t  c h u rc h  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a t io n s  a r e  t o  b e  e v a lu a te d  in t h e  lig h t o f  t h e  
s c r ip tu r a l  a n d  c o n fe s s io n a l  p r in c ip le s ,  a n d  t o  p r o p o s e  a  c o m m o n  c h u r c h  o r d e r  
m a in ta in in g  t h e  p rin c ip le s , s t r u c tu r e  a n d  e s se n tia l  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  O r d e r  
o f  D o r t .  It w a s  a g re e d  t o  w o r k  a s  o n e  c o m m i t te e  t o  d e v e lo p  a  d r a f t  f o r  a  c o m m o n  

c h u rc h  o r d e r  w ith  a  s in g le  s e t  o f  m in u te s  a n d  p r e s s  r e le a s e s .  A t  t h e  c o m b in e d  
m e e tin g s  D r. K lo o s te rm a n  fu n c tio n e d  a s  c h a irm a n . Rev. S ik k e m a  a s  r e c o r d e r  o f  t h e  
m in u te s  a n d  br. N o r d e m a n  p r e p a r e d  t h e  p r e s s  r e le a s e s .  E ach  m e e t in g  c o u ld  b e  
c o n c lu d e d  w ith  th a n k s  a n d  p ra is e  t o  o u r  h e av e n ly  F a th e r  f o r  t h e  b r o th e r ly  m a n n e r  
in w h ic h  t h e  c o m m i t te e  c o u ld  p r o c e e d  w i th  i ts  w o rk .

M a n d a te  1.3.2

In o r d e r  t o  e v a lu a te  t h e  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  c u r r e n t  c h u rc h  o r d e r s  o f  
t h e  t w o  f e d e r a t io n s ,  t h e  C o m m i t te e ,  a t  i ts  e a r l ie r  m e e t in g s ,  s p e n t  c o n s id e r a b le  
t im e  m a p p in g  t h e s e  c h u rc h  o r d e r s  a s  w e ll a s  t h e  C h u rc h  O r d e r  o f  D o r t  ( D o r t )  a s  
a c c e p te d  in 1914  b y  t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  C h u rc h  (C R C ) in i ts  English v e rs io n .  
A  c o m p a r is o n  w a s  m a d e  f o r  n u m b e r in g  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  b o th  t h e  C a n R C  a n d  

U R C N A  c h u rc h  o r d e r s  a g a in s t  D o r t  (1 9 1 4 )  a n d  f ro m  t h e r e  t o  D o r t  1 6 1 8 -1 6 1 9 . 
A r t i c l e s  w h e r e  t h e  C a n R C  a n d  t h e  U R C N A  h a d  c h a n g e d  f r o m  t h e s e  e a r l i e r  
c h u rc h  o r d e r s  w e r e  c a re fu lly  n o t e d  f o r  la te r  d is c u s s io n  a s  p e r  o u r  m a n d a te  t o  d o  
s o  in lig h t o f  t h e  s c r ip tu ra l  a n d  c o n fe s s io n a l  p r in c ip le s .  A  d r a f t  p ro p o s a l  f o r  a  n e w  
c h u r c h  o r d e r  w a s  p r e p a r e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  c o m b in e d  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  t w o  
c o m m i t te e s .  T o  c la rify  t e r m in o lo g y  u se d , w h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  o f  

D o r t  w e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  o rig in a l C h u rc h  O r d e r  o f  161 8  a n d  t h e  v e r s io n  a d o p te d  by  
t h e  C R C  in 1914.

M a n d a te  1.3.3.
T o  a c c o m p lish  t h e  t a s k  o f  p r o p o s in g  a  c o m m o n  c h u rc h  o r d e r  in t h e  lin e  o f  

t h e  C h u rc h  O r d e r  o f  D o r t ,  t h e  c o m b in e d  c o m m i t te e  a t  i ts  f i r s t  m e e t in g  re v ie w e d  
t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  w o r k  d o n e  b y  e a c h  c o m m i t t e e .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
p r e p a r e d  by  t h e  C a n R C  c o m m it te e  t h e  U R N C A  c o m m it te e  p la c e d  a  re v is io n  o f  
t h e  1 9 9 7  U R N C A  c h u r c h  o r d e r  o n  t h e  t a b l e .  It w a s  a g r e e d  t o  u s e  D o r t  a s  a  
s ta r t in g  p o in t  f o r  a  p r o p o s e d  n e w  c h u rc h  o r d e r  a n d  t o  c o m p a r e  it  t o  t h e  p ro p o s a ls  
f ro m  b o th  s u b - c o m m i t te e s .  T h e  r e s p e c t iv e  m a n d a te s  u s e d  w o r d s  t h a t  th is  b e  a  
“ c o m m o n  c h u r c h  o r d e r  m a i n t a in in g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  
p ro v is io n s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  O r d e r  o f  D o r t ” . T h is , h o w e v e r , w a s  n o t  i n te r p r e t e d  t o
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m e a n  a  slavish  fo llo w in g  o f  e a c h  a r t ic le ,  i ts  w o rd in g  a n d  s e q u e n c e  in t h e  c h u rc h  
o r d e r .  A t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  e a c h  m e e t in g  t h e  a r t i c l e s  p ro v is io n a l ly  a d o p t e d  a t  
p re v io u s  m e e t in g s  w e r e  c a re fu lly  re v ie w e d  a n d  re fin e d  w h e r e  n e c e s sa ry .

T h e  f i r s t  i te m  in th is  e f fo r t  w a s  a  d is c u s s io n  o n  t h e  n e e d  fo r, a n d  p la c e  o f  an  
in t r o d u c t io n  in a  c h u rc h  o r d e r .T h e  C a n R C  in tro d u c t io n ,  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  by  G e n ­
e ra l  S y n o d  L inco ln  1992, p ro v id e s  an  o v e rv ie w  o f  t h e  h i s to r y  o f  th is  c h u rc h  o r d e r .  In 
t h e  U R C N A  c h u rc h  o r d e r  t h e  in tr o d u c t io n  fo c u s e s  m o r e  o n  a  d e c la r a t io n  o f  b e lie fs  
a n d  t h e  b ib lical b a s is  f o r  a  c h u rc h  o r d e r .T h e  U R C N A  c h u rc h  o r d e r  a ls o  in c lu d e s  a  
s e c t io n  ‘F o u n d a t io n a l  P r in c ip le s  o f  R e fo rm e d  C h u r c h  G o v e r n m e n t ’.T h e  U R C N A  
c o m m it te e  c o n s id e r s  t h e s e  fo u n d a tio n a l  p r in c ip le s  t o  b e  fu n d a m e n ta l .  W h ile  spec ific  
w o rd in g  c o u ld  b e  re v is e d  o r  im p ro v e d  o n ,  th e  p r in c ip le s  a s  b a se d  o n  H o ly  S c r ip tu r e s  
m u s t  r e m a in .A f te r  a n  e x te n s iv e  d isc u s s io n  t h e  m e e t in g  r e a c h e d  a  c o n s e n s u s  o n  th e  
e x a c t  w o rd in g  o f  t h e  fo u r  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  th is  in t r o d u c t io n :  I) Biblical a n d  C o n fe s ­
s io n a l Basis, 2) H is to r ic a l  B a c k g ro u n d , 3) F o u n d a tio n a l P rin c ip le s  a n d  4 )  B ro a d  D ivi- 
s io n s .T h is  h a s  b e e n  a t ta c h e d  t o  th is  r e p o r t  a s  A p p e n d ix  A.

A g r e e m e n t  w a s  r e a c h e d  o n  t h e  w o rd in g  o f  A r t .  I T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  
o r d e r ’ a n d  A r t .  2  T h e  t h r e e  o ff ice s ’. A t  th is  p o in t  i t  w a s  d e c id e d  t o  d e a l w ith  s u b s e ­
q u e n t  a r t i c le s  w i t h o u t  n u m b e r in g  t h e m .T h e i r  p r o p e r  s e q u e n c e  w ith in  t h e  c h u rc h  
o r d e r  will b e  d e te r m in e d  la te r.

A g r e e m e n t  w a s  re a c h e d  o n  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r t ic le s  d e a lin g  w ith  t h e  d u t ie s  a n d  th e  
law ful calling  o f  t h e  m in is te r s  o f  t h e  W o rd .  A lso , p ro v is io n a l a g r e e m e n t  w a s  re a c h e d  
o n  a r t ic le s  d ea lin g  w ith  m in is te r s  b e in g  b o u n d  t o  a  p a r t ic u la r  c h u rc h , m in is te r s  w ith ­
o u t  a  c o n g re g a tio n  c o m in g  f ro m  a n o th e r  f e d e ra t io n  a n d  a r t ic le s  d e a lin g  w ith  p ro v i­
s io n s  fo r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  m in is te r  a n d  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  t h e  m in is te r .T h e  D o r t  p r o ­
v is io n  f o r  ‘r e c e n t  c o n v e r t s  w ish in g  t o  e n t e r  t h e  m in is t ry ’ is a d e q u a te ly  c o v e r e d  in 
t h e  p ro p o s e d  a r t ic le  h e a d e d  “A n  O rd a in e d  M in is te r  W i t h o u t  a  C o n g re g a t io n  E n te r ­
ing t h e  F e d e ra t io n ” , w h e r e  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  an  e x a m in a t io n  by  d a s s i s  a n d  “a n  a d e ­
q u a te  p e r io d  o f  c o n s is to r ia l  su p e rv is io n ” is s t ip u la te d .

T h e  c o m m i t te e  t o o k  s o m e  t im e  t o  r e v ie w  t h e  n e e d  fo r  a n  a r t ic le  d e a lin g  w ith  
a d m it t in g  m e n  t o  t h e  m in is t ry  w h o  h av e  n o t  p u r s u e d  t h e  r e g u la r  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y  
(o ld  D o r t  A r t ic le  8 ) .T h is  a r t ic le  c o u ld  b e  he lpfu l in t im e s  o f  ca la m ity  o r  d is t r e s s .  H o w ­
e v e r, w i th  a  v ie w  t o  p a s t  a b u s e  o f  th is  a r t ic le  in s o m e  R e fo rm e d  c h u rc h e s ,  a n d  t h e  
p o te n t ia l  fo r  a b u s e  o f  su c h  an  a r t ic le  in t h e  fu tu r e  o f  t h e  u n i te d  c h u rc h e s ,  a s  w e ll a s  
t h e  c h u r c h e s ’ r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  e v e r y  m in is te r  b e  th o r o u g h ly  t r a in e d  f o r  t h e  m in ­
is try , a  t r a in in g  th a t  a t  p r e s e n t  is re a d ily  availab le , it w a s  a g re e d  by  b o th  c o m m i t te e s  
t h a t  t h e  c h u rc h e s  will b e  b e t t e r  s e rv e d  by  o m itt in g  su c h  an  a r tic le .

M uch t im e  w a s  s p e n t  d iscussing  th e  p rin c ip le  o f ’ju r isd ic tio n ’.This is an  a re a  w h e re  
b o th  fe d e ra tio n s  have d is tin c t v iew s, c o lo u re d  by tr a d it io n  as w ell as r e c e n t  e x p e r ie n c e s . 
T h e  a u th o r i ty  o f  t h e  e ld e r s  an d  m in is te r  is u n q u e s tio n a b ly  o n e  g iven  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  by 
th e  L ord . B u t w h a t  a u th o r i ty  d o  b r o a d e r  a sse m b lie s  have in t h e  c h u rc h e s?  It w a s  d e ­
c id e d  t o  a d o p t  a  s im p le  s t a te m e n t  a s  fo llow s: “T h e  b r o a d e r  a sse m b lie s  shall e x e rc is e  
ju r isd ic tio n  exclusively  re la tin g  t o  m a t te r s  p ro p e r ly  b e fo re  th e m .”

A t  s o m e  le n g th  w e  d e b a te d  t h e  q u e s t io n  w h o s e  re sp o n s ib ili ty  it is t o  d e c la re  
a  m a n  a  c a n d id a te  f o r  t h e  m in is try .T h e  c o n s id e ra t io n  t h a t  t h e  fu n c tio n  o f  a  m in is te r  
e x te n d s  b e y o n d  t h e  local c o n g re g a tio n  a n d  th a t  h e  is availab le  fo r  call a m o n g  all t h e  
c h u rc h e s  o f  t h e  f e d e ra tio n ,  su g g e s ts  t h a t  d e c la r in g  a  m an  elig ib le  fo r  call is n o t  t h e  ta s k  
o f  a  c o n s i s to r y  b u t  m o r e  a p p r o p r ia te ly  t h a t  o f  a  c la s s is .W e  a lso  d isc u s se d  t h e  n e c e s -
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s ity  for, an d  p r o c e d u r e  o f  c o n s is to r ia l  in v o lv e m e n t in t h e  p r e p a r a t io n  a n d  n u r tu r in g  o f  
a  m an  fo r  t h e  m in istry .

It w a s  a g re e d  th a t ,  w h e n  a  v a c a n t  c h u rc h  w ish e s  t o  call a  m in is te r  f o r  t h e  

s e c o n d  t im e  d u r in g  t h e  sa m e  vacancy , c lassical a p p ro v a l is r e q u ire d .
A n  e x t e n d e d  d i s c u s s i o n  t o o k  p la c e  o n  t h e  d iv is io n  a n d  a l i g n m e n t  o f  

c h u rc h e s ,  c la s s e s  a n d  sy n o d s .T h e  r o le  o f  re g io n a l sy n o d  a n d  t h e  ro le  o f  t h e  re g io n a l 
sy n o d ica l d e p u tie s  a lso  re c e iv e d  a t t e n t io n .  In fo rm a tio n  w a s  e x c h a n g e d  an d  a  b e t t e r  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  g a in e d  by  th is  d isc u ss io n .
A  c o n s e n s u s  w a s  re a c h e d  t h a t  a m o n g  th e  c h u rc h e s  o f  t h e  f e d e ra tio n ,  fo u r  

a s se m b lie s  shall b e  re c o g n iz e d : t h e  c o n s is to ry ,  t h e  c lassis , t h e  re g io n a l sy n o d , a n d  
t h e  g e n e ra l  sy n o d . T h e  t e r m s  “c la ss is” an d  “ s y n o d ” d e s ig n a te  e i t h e r  e cc le s ia s tic a l 

a s se m b lie s  o r  e cc le s ia s tic a l re g io n s . A s  a s se m b lie s ,  c la s s e s  a n d  sy n o d s  e x is t  o n ly  fo r  
t h e  d u ra tio n  o f  th e i r  m e e t in g s .T h e s e  a s se m b lie s  a r e  d e lib e ra tiv e  in n a tu r e .

A p p r o p r ia te  a r t ic le s  w e r e  fo rm u la te d  p re sc r ib in g  t h a t  t h o s e  d e le g a te d  t o  t h e  

b r o a d e r  a s s e m b lie s  shall b e  is s u e d  p r o p e r  c r e d e n t ia ls  b y  t h e i r  d e le g a t in g  b o d y , 
t h e r e b y  re ce iv in g  a u th o r iz a t io n  t o  d eal w ith  all t h e  m a t t e r s  p r o p e r ly  p la c e d  b e fo re  

th e m ;  a n d  t h a t  in all a s se m b lie s  o n ly  e c c le s ia s tic a l m a t t e r s  shall b e  t r a n s a c te d ,  a n d  
o n ly  in an  e c c le s ia s tic a l m a n n e r. T h e  b r o a d e r  a s se m b lie s  shall e x e rc is e  ju r is d ic t io n  

e x c lu s iv e ly  re la tin g  t o  m a t t e r s  p r o p e r ly  b e f o re  t h e m .  All m a t t e r s  m u s t  o r ig in a te  
w ith  a  c o n s i s to r y  an d  m u s t  f ir s t  b e  c o n s id e re d  b y  a  c la ss is  a n d  a  re g io n a l sy n o d  

b e f o re  th e y  m ay  b e  c o n s id e r e d  b y  a  g e n e ra l  sy n o d . O n ly  t h o s e  m a t t e r s  shall b e  
c o n s id e r e d  in t h e  b r o a d e r  a s s e m b lie s  t h a t  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s e t t l e d  in t h e  n a r r o w e r  

a s se m b lie s , o r  t h a t  p e r ta in  t o  t h e  c h u rc h e s  in c o m m o n . E ach b r o a d e r  a s se m b ly  shall 
a p p ro v e  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  a  p r e s s  r e le a s e  re g a rd in g  its  p ro c e e d in g s .

R e g a rd in g  d e le g a t io n  t o  b r o a d e r  a s s e m b lie s  a  c o n s e n s u s  w a s  r e a c h e d  t h a t  
c la ss is  shall c h o o s e  t h e  d e le g a te s  t o  b o th  t h e  re g io n a l sy n o d  a n d  t h e  g e n e ra l  sy n o d  
p r o p o r t io n a l  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c la s s e s  p a r tic ip a tin g . T h is  w o u ld  e n s u r e  a  b e t t e r  
d is t r ib u t io n  o f  d e le g a te s  f ro m  a m o n g  t h e  c h u r c h e s .T h e  e x a c t  fo rm u la  still n e e d s  t o  
b e  d e te rm in e d .

A g r e e m e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  r e a c h e d  o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  w o r d i n g  o f  a r t i c l e s  
r e la t in g  t o  t h e  sp e c if ic  f u n c tio n  a n d  m a k e -u p  o f  a  c la ss is  a n d  t h a t  a  c la ss is  sh a ll b e  
h e ld  e v e r y  f o u r  m o n th s ,  u n le s s  t h e  c o n v e n in g  c h u rc h ,  in c o n s u l ta t io n  w i th  t h e  
n e ig h b o u r i n g  c h u r c h ,  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  in  b y  t h e  
c h u r c h e s  t h a t  w o u ld  w a r r a n t  t h e  c o n v e n in g  o f  a  c la ss is . C a n c e lla t io n  o f  a  c la ss is  
shall n o t  b e  p e r m i t te d  t o  o c c u r  tw ic e  in su c c e s s io n .

D e c is io n s  r e g a rd in g  ‘c h u rc h  v i s i to r s ’ in c lu d e  t h e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h a t  c la ss is  
sha ll a p p o in t  a  n u m b e r  o f  i ts  m o s t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  c o m p e t e n t  m in i s te r s  a n d  

e ld e r s  t o  v is it  all t h e  c h u rc h e s  o f  t h e  c la ss is , a n d  t h a t  a t  e a c h  c h u rc h  v is it  a t  le a s t  
o n e  o f  t h e  v i s i to r s  sh a ll b e  a  m in is te r .  A  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c if ic  t a s k  a n d  
fu n c tio n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  v is i to r s  w a s  a g re e d  u p o n .

A g r e e m e n ts  w e r e  a ls o  r e a c h e d  o n  t h e  m a t t e r s  p e r ta in in g  t o  a rc h iv e s , 
c o u n s e l lo r s ,  r e g io n a l  s y n o d  a n d  d e p u t i e s  o f  r e g io n a l  s y n o d . A  r e g io n a l  sy n o d , 
c o n s is t in g  o f  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  c la s s e s  in a  re g io n , shall o rd in a r i ly  m e e t  o n c e  p e r  year. 
T h is  sy n o d  shall d eal o n ly  w ith  su c h  m a t t e r s  a s  a r e  p la c e d  o n  its  a g e n d a  by  th e  
m e m b e r  c la ss e s , an d  w ith  a p p e a ls  f ro m  c o n s is to r ie s  o r  c h u rc h  m e m b e rs  w h o  have 
p re v io u s ly  p r o c e s s e d  th e i r  a p p e a ls  th ro u g h  th e i r  c o n s i s to r y  an d  c lassis .
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M a n d a te  1.3 .4 .
T h e  C P E U  a n d  t h e  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  k e p t  in f o r m e d  a n d  u p d a te d  o n  t h e  

p ro g re s s  o f  t h e  C o m m it te e  v ia  t h e  p r e s s  r e le a s e s  t h a t  w e r e  p u b lish e d  in Clarion, 
Reformed Polemics a n d  Christian Renewal. T h e s e  p r e s s  r e le a s e s  a r e  in c lu d e d  th is  
r e p o r t  a s  A p p e n d ix  B.

C. Conclusion and Recom m endations

It is w i th  m u c h  th a n k f u ln e s s  t o  t h e  L o rd  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  c o u ld  fulfill i ts  
m a n d a te  t o  th is  p o in t.  M uch  a p p re c ia t io n  is fe lt  f o r  t h e  s p ir i t  a n d  t h e  b ro th e r ly  
h a rm o n y  w h e re in  o u r  w o r k  is p ro g re s s in g  a n d  t h e  g ro w in g  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  e a c h  
o th e r .  It is o u r  p ra y e r  t h a t  a lso  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  C o m m it te e  m ay  c o n t r ib u te  t o  a  
g r e a t e r  a w a re n e s s  an d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw e e n  t h e  re s p e c t iv e  c h u rc h e s .

W e  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  S y n o d  C h a th a m  2 0 0 4 :
1. R e c o g n iz e  D r. J. D e  Jo n g  fo r  t h e  o u ts ta n d in g  c o n tr ib u t io n  h e  m a d e  t o  t h e  

w o r k  o f  t h e  C o m m it te e  fo r  a  c o m m o n  c h u rc h  o r d e r  an d  a c c e p t  h is r e q u e s t  
t o  b e  re lie v e d  o f  h is a p p o in tm e n t .

2. R e ce iv e  th is  r e p o r t  a n d  its  a p p e n d ic e s  a s  a  p ro g re s s  r e p o r t  a n d  t h a t  t h e  
d e t a i l s  o f  o u r  p r o p o s e d  c o m m o n  c h u r c h  o r d e r  n o t  b e  o p e n e d  f o r  
d isc u ss io n  o r  d e b a te  a t  th is  t im e ,  b u t  t h a t  all c o n c e r n s  f ro m  t h e  c h u rc h e s  
b e  s e n t  in w r it in g  t o  t h e  C o m m it te e  fo r  its  c o n s id e ra tio n .

3. R e a p p o in t  t h e  c o m m i t te e  m e m b e rs ,  a n d  fo r  t h e  sa k e  o f  c o n tin u i ty  a p p o in t  
D r. G . N e d e r v e e n  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  m e m b e r  t o  a l lo w  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  
c o m p le te  its  m a n d a te .

4 . C h a rg e  t h e  C o m m it te e  t o  c o m p le te  i ts  ta s k  a s  m a n d a te d .

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  fo r  t h e  C o m m it te e  c a n  b e  s e n d  to :
C P E U  C h u rc h  O r d e r  C o m m it te e ,
C /O  Mr. G .J .  N o rd e m a n  
3 18 2  S p ru c e h ill A ve.
B u rlin g to n , O N ,  L 7N  2 G 5  
e -m a il: g j .n o rd e m a n @ h w c n .o rg

In o r d e r  t o  p e r fo r m  t h e  t a s k  g iv en  t o  u s  by  S y n o d  N e e r la n d ia  2 0 0 1 t h e  C o m m it te e  
in c u r r e d  a  to ta l  o f  $ 3 ,6 9 2 .3 7  in e x p e n s e s .

R e sp e c tfu lly  s u b m itte d ,
J. D e  Jo n g  
G .J. N o rd e m a n  
A . W i t t e n  
J.V an W o u d e n b e r g

F o r  t h e  C o m m it te e
G e r a r d  J. N o rd e m a n ,  C le r k  a n d  In te r im  C o n v e n e r

mailto:gj.nordeman@hwcn.org
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Appendix A

Introduction to the Church Order

Biblical and Confessional Basis
W e  R e fo rm e d  b e lie v e r s  m a in ta in  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  f o r  p e r s o n a l ,  p u b lic , a n d  

e c c le s ia s t ic a l  life is  G o d ’s W o r d ,  t h e  in s p ir e d ,  in fa llib le , a n d  i n e r r a n t  b o o k  o f  H o ly  

S c r ip tu re .  A s  a  f e d e ra t io n  o f  c h u rc h e s  w e  d e c la r e  o u r  c o m p le te  su b je c t io n  a n d  o b e ­

d ie n c e  t o  t h a t  W o r d  o f  G o d . W e  a ls o  d e c la r e  t h a t  w e  a r e  c o n fe s s io n a l  c h u rc h e s ,  in 

t h a t  w e  b e lie v e  a n d  a r e  fully p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  t h e  T h r e e  F o rm s  o f  U nity , t h e  Belgic C o n ­

fe ss io n , t h e  H e id e lb e rg  C a te c h is m , a n d  t h e  C a n o n s  o f  D o r t ,  s u m m a r iz e  a n d  d o  fully 

a g r e e  w ith  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  u n i te d ly  s u b s c r ib e  t o  t h e s e  R e fo rm e d  

C o n fe s s io n s .

B o th  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e s e  R e fo rm e d  C o n fe s s io n s  d e m a n d  t h a t  in o u r  e c ­

c le s ias tica l s t r u c tu r e  a n d  ru le  w e  o p e n ly  a c k n o w le d g e  Je su s  C h r i s t  t o  b e  t h e  s u p re m e  

a n d  o n ly  H e a d  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  C h r i s t  e x e r c is e s  H is  h e a d s h ip  in t h e  c h u r c h e s  b y  H is 

W o r d  a n d  S p ir it  th ro u g h  t h e  o r d a in e d  o ffices, f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f  p u r i ty  o f  d o c tr in e ,  h o li­

n e s s  o f  life, a n d  o r d e r  in t h e  c h u rc h e s .T h e  c h u rc h e s  o f  o u r  f e d e ra tio n ,  a l th o u g h  d is­

t in c t ,  w illingly d isp lay  th e i r  u n ity  a n d  a c c o u n ta b ility , b o th  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  esp ec ia lly  

t o  C h r is t ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  o u r  c o m m o n  C o n fe s s io n s  a n d  th is  C h u rc h  O rd e r .  C o n g re g a ­

t io n s  m an ife s t th is  u n ity  w h e n  th e i r  d e le g a te s  m e e t  t o g e th e r  in t h e  b r o a d e r  a sse m b lie s .

Historical Background
O u r  C h u rc h  O r d e r  h a s  i ts  r o o t s  in t h e  c o n t in e n ta l  E u ro p e a n  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  

t h e  P r o te s ta n t  R e fo rm a tio n .T h e  R e fo rm e d  c h u rc h e s  d e s i r e d  t o  b e  faith fu l t o  G o d ’s 

W o r d  in p r a c t ic e  a n d  life a s  w ell a s  in d o c t r i n e .T h e r e f o r e ,  a s  e a r ly  a s  t h e  m id -s ix ­

t e e n th  c e n tu ry , an d  e v e n  in t h e  m id s t  o f  p e r s e c u t io n ,  t h e  R e fo rm e d  c h u rc h e s  s e t  d o w n  

t h e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  a t  v a r io u s  s y n o d s  b e g in n in g  in 15 6 3 , in c lu d in g  

th o s e  in W e z e l .T h e  N e th e r la n d s  (1 5 6 8 ) ,a n d  in E m d e n ,G e rm a n y  (1 5 7 1). F o r  t h e  m o s t  

p a r t ,  t h e  d e c is io n s  o f  t h e  a s s e m b lie s  in th is  p e r io d  le a n e d  heav ily  o n  t h e  c h u rc h  o r ­

d e r s  a lre a d y  in p lac e  an d  u se d  by  t h e  R e fo rm e d  c h u rc h e s  in F ra n c e  a n d  G e n e v a .

T h e  C h u rc h  O r d e r  a d o p te d  a t  E m d e n  w a s  re v is e d  a t  t h e  S y n o d s  o f  D o r d r e c h t  

( 15 7 4  a n d  15 7 8 ) , M id d e lb u rg  (1 5 8 1 ) , a n d  t h e  H a g u e  ( 15 8 6 ) , b e f o re  b e in g  a d o p te d  

b y  t h e  w e l l-k n o w n  S y n o d  o f  D o r d r e c h t  (1 6 1 8 -1 6 1 9 ) . O u r  C h u rc h  O r d e r  fo llo w s  t h e  

p r in c ip le s  a n d  s t r u c tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  O r d e r  o f  D o r d r e c h t .

Foundational Principles
T h e  fo llo w in g  lis t o f  fo u n d a tio n a l  p r in c ip le s , th o u g h  n o t  e x h a u s tiv e ,  p ro v id e s  a  

c le a r  bib lical fo u n d a tio n  fo r, a n d  s o u r c e  o f  o u r  C h u rc h  O rd e r .  I.

I. T h e  c h u r c h  is t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  C h r i s t ,  w h o  is t h e  M e d ia to r  o f  t h e  N e w  

C o v e n a n t .

A c ts  2 0 :2 8 ; E p h es ia n s  5 :2 5 -2 7
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2. A s  M e d ia to r  o f  t h e  N e w  C o v e n a n t ,  C h r i s t  is t h e  H e a d  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .

3.

E p h es ia n s  1:2 2 -2 3 ; 5 :2 3 -2 4 ; C o lo s s ia n s  1:18

B e c a u s e  t h e  c h u r c h  is C h r i s t ’s p o s s e s s io n  a n d  H e  is i ts  H e a d ,  t h e  p r in c ip le s  

g o v e rn in g  t h e  c h u r c h  a r e  d e te r m in e d  n o t  b y  h u m a n  p r e f e r e n c e ,  b u t  b y  b ib lical 

te a c h in g .

M a tth e w  2 8 :1 8 -2 0 ; C o lo s s ia n s  1:18, II T im o th y  3 :1 6 ,1 7

4 . T h e  c a th o l ic  o r  u n iv e rsa l c h u rc h  p o s s e s s e s  a  sp ir itu a l u n ity  in C h r i s t  a n d  in t h e  

H o ly  S c r ip tu re s .

M a tth e w  16:18; E p h es ia n s  2 :20 ; 1 T im o th y  3 :15 ; II Jo h n  9

5. T h e  L o rd  gave  n o  p e r m a n e n t  u n iv e rsa l, n a tio n a l o r  re g io n a l o ff ice s  t o  H is  c h u rc h . 

T h e  o f f ic e s  o f  m in is te r ,  e ld e r  a n d  d e a c o n  a r e  lo ca l in a u th o r i t y  a n d  fu n c tio n .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  a  b r o a d e r  a s se m b ly  g o v e rn s  t h e  c h u rc h  o n ly  by  w a y  o f  d e le g a tio n , a n d  

e x is ts  o n ly  w h e n  i t  is in se s s io n .

A c ts  14:23; 2 0 :1 7 ,2 8 ; E p h es ia n s  4:1 1 -1 6 ;T i tu s  1:5

6. In its  s u b je c t io n  t o  its  h e a v e n ly  H e a d ,  t h e  c h u r c h  is g o v e r n e d  b y  C h r i s t  f ro m  

h e a v e n  b y  m e a n s  o f  H is  W o r d  a n d  S p ir i t  w i th  t h e  k e y s  o f  t h e  k in g d o m , w h ic h  

H e  h a s  g iv en  t o  t h e  lo ca l c h u r c h  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .T h e r e f o r e ,  n o  c h u r c h  m ay  

lo rd  it o v e r  a n o th e r  c h u rc h , n o r  m ay  o n e  o ff ice  b e a r e r  lo rd  it  o v e r  a n o th e r  o f ­

fice  b e a re r .

M a tth e w  16:19; 23:8; Jo h n  2 0 :2 2 ,2 3 ;A c ts  2 0 :2 8 -3 2 ;T itu s  1:5

7. A lth o u g h  c h u r c h e s  e x is t  in c e r ta in  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  w i t h o u t  fo rm a l f e d e ra tiv e  r e ­

l a t io n s h ip s ,  t h e  w e l l-b e in g  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  s u c h  r e la t i o n s h ip s  b e  

e n t e r e d  in to  w h e r e v e r  p o s s ib le .  E n te r in g  in to  o r  re m a in in g  in  s u c h  r e la t i o n ­

sh ip s  sh o u ld  b e  v o lu n ta ry ;  t h e r e  is, h o w e v e r , a  sp ir i tu a l  o b l ig a t io n  t o  s e e k  a n d  

m a in ta in  t h e  f e d e ra tiv e  u n ity  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  b y  fo rm a l b o n d s  o f  fe llo w sh ip  a n d  

c o o p e r a t io n .

A c ts  11:2 2 ,2 7 -30 ; 15:22-35; R o m an s 15:25-27; 1 C o rin th ia n s  16:1 -3;

C o lo s s ia n s  4 :16 ; 1 T h e s sa lo n ia n s  4 :9 -1 0 ; R e v e la tio n  1:1 1 ,2 0

8. T h e  e x e rc is e  o f  a  fe d e ra tiv e  r e la tio n s h ip  is p o ss ib le  o n ly  o n  t h e  b asis  o f  u n ity  in 

fa ith  a n d  in c o n fe ss io n .

1 C o r in th ia n s  10 :14-22 ; G a la tia n s  1:6-9; E p h es ia n s  4 :1 6 -1 7

9. M e m b e r  c h u rc h e s  m e e t  t o g e t h e r  in b r o a d e r  a s se m b lie s  t o  m a n ife s t e c c le s ia s t i­

cal unity , t o  g u a rd  a g a in s t h u m a n  im p e r fe c t io n s  a n d  t o  b e n e f i t  f ro m  t h e  w is d o m  

o f  m a n y  c o u n s e lo r s .T h e  d e c is io n s  o f  s u c h  a s s e m b lie s  d e r iv e  t h e i r  a u th o r i t y  

f ro m  th e i r  c o n fo rm ity  t o  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .

P ro v e rb s  1 1:14;A c ts  I 5 : l - 3 5 ; l  C o r in th ia n s  13:9-10;

II T im o th y  3 :1 6 -1 7
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10. In o r d e r  t o  m a n i f e s t  o u r  s p i r i tu a l  u n ity , c h u r c h e s  s h o u ld  s e e k  c o n t a c t  w i th  
o t h e r  fa ith fu l, c o n fe ss io n a lly  R e fo rm e d  c h u rc h e s  f o r  t h e i r  m u tu a l e d if ic a tio n  a n d  
a s  a n  e ffe c tiv e  w i tn e s s  t o  t h e  w o r ld .

Jo h n  17 : 2 1 -2 3 ; E p h es ia n s  4 : 1 -6

11. T h e  c h u rc h  is m a n d a te d  t o  e x e rc is e  i ts  m in is t ry  o f  r e c o n c il ia t io n  b y  p ro c la im in g  
t h e  g o sp e l t o  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  e a r th .

M a tth e w  2 8 : 19 -2 0 ;A c ts  1:8; II C o r in th ia n s  5 : 18 - 2 1

12. C h r i s t  c a r e s  fo r  a n d  g o v e rn s  H is c h u rc h  th r o u g h  t h e  o ff ice  b e a r e r s ,  w h o m  H e  
c h o o s e s  th r o u g h  t h e  c o n g re g a tio n .

A c ts  1 :23-26 ; 6 :2 -3 ; 14 :23 ; I T im o th y  3 : 1,8; 5 : 17

13. T h e  S c r i p t u r e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  m in i s t e r s ,  e l d e r s  a n d  d e a c o n s  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  
e q u ip p e d  fo r  t h e  su ita b le  d is c h a rg e  o f  t h e i r  re s p e c t iv e  o ffices.

I T im o th y  3 :2-9 ; 4 : 16; II T im o th y  2 : 14 - 16; 3 : 14; 4 : 1 -5

14. B eing t h e  c h o s e n  an d  r e d e e m e d  p e o p le  o f  G o d , t h e  c h u rc h , u n d e r  t h e  s u p e rv i­
s io n  o f  t h e  c o n s is to ry ,  is ca lled  t o  w o r s h ip  H im  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  s c r ip tu ra l  p r in ­
c ip le s  g o v e rn in g  w o rs h ip .

L ev iticus 10:1-3; D e u te r o n o m y  12 :29-32 ; Psalm  9 5 :1 ,2 ,6 ;
Psalm  10 0 :4 ; Jo h n  4 :24 ; I P e te r  2 :9

15. S ince  t h e  c h u rc h  is t h e  p illa r an d  g ro u n d  o f  t h e  t r u th ,  i t  is c a lled  th r o u g h  i ts  te a c h ­
ing m in is try  t o  bu ild  u p  t h e  p e o p le  o f  G o d  in faith .

D e u te r o n o m y  I 1:19; E p h es ia n s  4 : 11 - 16; I T im o th y  4 :6 ;
II T im o th y  2 :2 ; 3 : 16 - 17

16. C h r is t ia n  d isc ip lin e , a r is in g  f ro m  G o d ’s lo v e  f o r  H is  p e o p le ,  is e x e rc is e d  in t h e  
c h u rc h  t o  c o r r e c t  a n d  s t r e n g th e n  t h e  p e o p le  o f  G o d ,  t o  m a in ta in  t h e  u n ity  a n d  
t h e  p u r i ty  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  t o  b r in g  h o n o r  a n d  g lo r y  t o  
G o d ’s n a m e .

I T im o th y  5 :2 0 ;T itu s  1:13; H e b re w s  12 :7 - 11

17. T h e  e x e rc is e  o f  C h r is t ia n  d isc ip lin e  is f i r s t  o f  all a  p e r s o n a l  d u ty  o f  e v e ry  c h u rc h  
m e m b e r ,  b u t  w h e n  official d isc ip lin e  b y  t h e  c h u rc h  b e c o m e s  n e c e s s a ry ,  i t  m u s t  
b e  e x e rc is e d  b y  t h e  c o n s i s to r y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h ,  t o  w h o m  t h e  k ey s  o f  t h e  k in g d o m  
a r e  e n t r u s te d .

M a tth e w  18 : 15 -2 0 ; Jo h n  2 0 :2 2 -2 3 ; A c ts  2 0 :2 8 ; I C o r in th ia n s  5 :13 ;
I P e te r  5 :1 -3

Broad Divisions
S in ce  w e  d e s ir e  t o  h o n o r  t h e  a p o s to lic  c o m m a n d  th a t  in t h e  c h u rc h e s  all 

th in g s  a r e  t o  b e  d o n e  d e c e n tly  a n d  in g o o d  o r d e r  (I C o r in th ia n s  14:40), w e  o r d e r  
o u r  e cc le s ia s tic a l re la t io n s  a n d  a c tiv itie s  u n d e r  t h e  fo llo w in g  d iv isions: I. II. III. IV.

I. O ffic e s  (A rtic le s  I - )
II. A s se m b lie s  (A rtic le s  - )
III. W o rs h ip ,  S a c ra m e n ts  a n d  C e r e m o n ie s  (A rtic le s  - )
IV. D isc ip lin e  (A rtic le s  - )


