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ACTS OF THE GENERAL SYNOD

of the

CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCHES

held at Orangeville in 1968 

FIRST SESSION -  THURSDAY NOVEMBER 7TH, 1968 

ARTICLE I

On behalf o f the Canadian Reformed Church at Orangeville, the convening Church, 
Rev. M. van Beveren calls the assembly to order. He requests to sing Psalm 89:1,5, reads 
Revelation 19:6-16, and leads in prayer.

He addresses the delegates as follows:

Esteemed Brethren:
On behalf o f the Church at Orangeville I extend a cordial welcome to you as 

delegates to this fifth General Synod o f the Canadian Reformed Churches. Many o f you 
have made a long trip. We are thankful to the Lord that you arrived safely. We hope that 
you will enjoy your stay here. It will benefit you and the work to be done.

It is a great task to which you are called. You are to deal with matters pertaining to 
the churches in general, which also means each church in particular. You have to decide 
on matters in which, as appears from the list o f overtures and requests, the churches are 
keenly interested, matters of great and decisive importance for the future course o f our 
churches.

There is always progress in the church of Jesus Christ. Since the General Synod of 
Edmonton, the Lord has relieved of his office one o f the ministers of the first hour, the 
Rev. G. Ph. Pieffers, the first of our ministers to die in Canada. About the same time, 
however. He has provided the churches with other, younger ministers, mainly from the 
Netherlands, to take up the duties of the ministry, the ministry of reconciliation, in order 
that his building might grow to a holy temple of the Lord. It is a sign of Christ’s coming 
with haste, which, though often against our flesh, brings about the progress o f the church. 
We live in the time in which the church is preparing for the marriage-supper o f the Lamb. 
This preparation of which Revelation 19 speaks, cannot be called a period of rest and 
inertia. It is a time o f struggle and development, caused by Him who sits on a white horse, 
followed by his mounted armies, ready to smite his enemies. It is clear that his course and 
progress should be the course and progress of the church.

Keep this in mind while making decisions which will have an impact upon the 
churches for many years to come. Changing circumstances, developments of thoughts 
may not prevent you from following Him who is seated on the white horse. For his name 
is the Word of God. Among the many attacks upon this Word are the present devaluation 
of the standards of the church and the world-wide relaxation of creed subscription. More 
than ever you need to take your stand on the old foundations.
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Seeing the agenda and the several different opinions laid down in the reports and 
overtures, it is to be expected that days of hard work are ahead. If the Word of God is a 
lamp to your feet and a light to your paths, you surely will see the progress and course of 
the Lord and of the church.

May the Lord bless you.

ARTICLE 2

The Chairman pro tempore requests the two clerks of the convening Church, Mr. A. 
Lodder and Mr. J. VanBodegom, to examine the credentials:

The following delegates are duly present: 
from the Regional Synod of Ontario held September 18th and 23rd, 1968:

Revs H. Scholten, Smithville, Ont., L. Selles, Chatham, Ont., M. van Beveren, 
Fergus, Ont., G. VanDooren, Burlington, Ont., the elders H. Bouwman, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., J. Medemblik, Guelph, Ont., H. Oosterveld, Burlington, Ont., J. 
VanderVeen, Bothwell, Ont., 

from the Particular Synod in Western Canada held June 12th, 1968:
Revs L. Moes, Abbotsford, B.C., J. Mulder, Coaldale, Alta., H. A. Stel, Winnipeg, 
Man., W. W. J. VanOene, New Westminster, B.C., the elders J. Bareman, Barnwell, 
Alta., J. Kuik, Carman, Man., K. Stam, New Westminster, B.C., S. Tuininga, Neer- 
landia, Alta.
The Rev. W. W. J. VanOene is alternate delegate for the Rev. J. T. VanPopta who is 

prevented from being present because of illness.

ARTICLE 3

The following officers are elected by ballot: 
Chairman: Rev. W. W. J. VanOene;
First Clerk: Rev. M. van Beveren;
Second Clerk: Rev. J. Mulder;
Assessor: Rev. H. Scholten.

Synod is declared constituted.

ARTICLE 4

The Rev. VanOene thanks Synod for the confidence placed in the officers. He 
expresses appreciation to the convening church for the preparatory work. With a view to 
the arrangement of procedure and time schedule the Chairman adjourns the meeting.

ARTICLE 5

The following agenda is adopted:

1. Opening on behalf of the convening church.
2. Examination of the credentials.
3. Election of Officers.
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C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  S y n o d .

I n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  th e  c o n v e n i n g  c h u r c h .

A d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  a g e n d a .

A r r a n g e m e n t  o f  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  t im e  s c h e d u l e .

a .  R e q u e s t  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  S u p e r a n n u a t i o n .

b .  R e q u e s t  L e a g u e  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  R e f o r m e d  Y o u n g  P e o p l e ’s S o c i e t i e s  in 

O n t a r i o .

c.  R e q u e s t  D e p u t i e s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s 

b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h .

d .  C o p y  p a r t  o f  l e t t e r  f r o m  R e v .  L e R o y  B. O l iv e r  t o  R e v .  A .  B. R o u k e m a  re  7c. 

I n c o m i n g  M ail :

I R E P O R T S

1. D e p u t i e s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h .

2 .  D e p u t i e s  a d  A r t i c l e  19  C h u r c h  O r d e r .

2 b .  S u p p l e m e n t  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .

3 .  D e p u t i e s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h .

3 b .  S u p p l e m e n t  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .

4 .  D e p u t i e s  t o  e x a m i n e  F o r m s  f o r  E x c o m m u n i c a t i o n  “ B a p t i z e d  M e m b e r s ” .

5 .  D e p u t i e s  fo r  a C a lv in i s t i c  P s a l t e r .

6 .  D e p u t i e s  f o r  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r .

7 .  D e p u t i e s  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  a c e n t r a l  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  

R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s .

8 .  F i n a n c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5 .

9 .  D e p u t i e s  T r a n s l a t i o n  H e i d e l b e r g  C a t e c h i s m .

10 .  D e p u t y - G o v e r n o r s  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y .

1 ! .  L i b r a r y  T h e o l o g o c i a l  S e m i n a r y  ( “ A p p e n d i x ” ).

12.  D e p u t i e s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  F o r e i g n  C h u r c h e s ,  m i n o r i t y  r e p o r t  o f  M r.

P .  V a n d e r S c h a a f .

1 2 a .  D e p u t i e s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  F o r e i g n  C h u r c h e s ,  m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  o f  M r .

C .  O u w e r s l o o t  a n d  R e v .  H. S c h o l t e n .

1 2 b .  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  M r.  P .  V a n d e r S c h a a f  re R e p o r t  1 2 a  ( s e e  A r t .  3 6 ) .

13 .  T r e a s u r e r  T r a i n i n g  fo r  t h e  M i n i s t r y .

14 .  C h u r c h  a t  C h a t h a m ,  O n t . ,  re a u d i t  b o o k s  o f  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  ( s e e  A r t .  

2 8 ) .
15 .  D e p u t i e s  E n g l i s h  C a lv in i s t i c  P s a l t e r  re  f i n a n c e s  ( s e e  A r t .  8 7 ) .

16 .  C h u r c h  a t  B r a m p t o n ,  O n t . ,  re a u d i t  f i n a n c e s  D e p u t i e s  E n g l i s h  C a lv in i s t i c  

P s a l t e r  ( s e e  A r t .  8 7 ) .

II P R O T E S T S  A N D / O R  A P P E A L S

1. S u s p e n s i o n  R e v .  C . D e H a a n  (M r .  T .  V a n d e B r i n k  a n d  M r .  W. V o g e l z a n g ) .

2 .  D e c i s io n  D e p u t i e s  G e n e r a l  F u n d  a d  A r t .  19 C . O .  ( M r .  R .  F .  B o e r s e m a ) .

3 .  D e c i s io n  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n t a r i o  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 8  (M r .  R .  F .  B o e r s e m a ) .

4 .  D e c i s io n s  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  re s u s p e n s i o n  R e v .  C . D e H a a n  ( R e v .  C.

D e H a a n ) .

III  O V E R T U R E S

1 . T im e - l i m i t  f o r  r e p o r t s  ( C h u r c h  a t  C h a t h a m ,  O u t . ) .

2 .  M a n d a t e  D e p u t i e s  C a lv in i s t i c  P s a l t e r  ( C h u r c h  a t  S m i t h e r s ,  B .C .) .



3. Declaration o f Agreement with the Three Forms o f Unity (Church at 
Smithers, B.C.).

3b. Grounds for Overture 3 (Church at Smithers, B.C.).
4. Report Deputies ad Art. 19 C.O. (Church at Coaldale, Alta).
5. Mandate Deputies for Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

(Church at Edmonton, Alta).
6. Mandate Deputies for Contact with the Christian Reformed Church (Church 

at Edmonton, Alta).
7. Publication Acts (Church at Cloverdale, B.C.).
8. Forms Excommunication “Baptized Members” (Church at Coaldale, Alta).
9. Forms Excommunication “Baptized Members” (Church at Carman, Man.).
10. Translation Church Order (Church at Carman, Man.).
11. Acts Synod Edmonton 1965, Art. 39B, 46 (Church at Cloverdale, B.C.).
12. Mandate Deputies for a Calvinistic Psalter (Church at Coaldale, Alta).
13. Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (Church at Fergus - Guelph, 

Ont.).
14. English Calvinistic Psalter (Church at Toronto, Ont.).
15. Central Address Canadian Reformed Churches (Church at Barrhead, Alta).
16. Acts Synod Edmonton 1965, Art. 39B,46 (Church at Barrhead, Alta).
17. Report Deputies ad Article 19 C.O. (Church at Barrhead, Alta).
18. Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (Church at Barrhead, Alta).
19. English Calvinistic Psalter (Church at Barrhead, Alta).
20. Report Deputies ad Article 19 C.O. (Church at Edmonton, Alta).
21. Central Address Canadian Reformed Churches (Church at Edmonton, Alta).
22. Contact with the Christian Reformed Church (Church at Winnipeg, Man.).
23. Acts Synod Edmonton 1965, Art. 199, sub 8 (Church at Orangeville, Ont.).
24. Acts Synod Edmonton 1965, Art. 142, (Church at Chatham, Ont.).
25. Acts Synod Edmonton 1965, Art. 199, sub 8 (Church at Burlington, Ont.).
26. Central Address Canadian Reformed Churches (Church at Smithers, B.C.).
27. Overtures o f Regional Synod of Ontario 1968:

1. Contact with the Christian Reformed Church.
2. Use of English language in Acts and Reports.
3. Mandate Deputies English Calvinistic Psalter (with “Appendix”).
4. Article 19 C.O.
5. Appointment Deputies ad Article 19 C.O.
6 . Mandate Deputies ad Article 19 C.O.
7. Restriction support ad Article 19 C.O.
8. Publication Yearbook.
9. Revision Church Order (with “Appendix”).

28. Translation Church Order (Church at Orangeville, Ont.).
29. Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (Church at Winnipeg, Man.).
30. Acts Synod Edmonton 1965, Art. 39B (Church at Winnipeg, Man.).
31. Report Deputies English translation Heidelberg Catechism (Church at Orange

ville, Ont).
32. Revision Church Order (Church at Edmonton, Alta).
33. Contact with the Christian Reformed Church (Church at Brampton, Ont.).
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34. Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (Church at Brampton, Ont.).
35. Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (Church at Hamilton, Ont.).
36. Report Deputy-Governors (Church at Hamilton, Ont.).
37. Training for the Ministry (Church at Burlington, Ont.).
38. Revised Standard Version (Church at Burlington, Ont.).
39. Report Deputies for Correspondence with Foreign Churches (Church at 

Smithers, B.C.). See Art. 36.
IV REQUESTS
1. Relief o f duties as Teacher (Rev. L. Selles).
2. Abbreviated Form for the Lord’s Supper (Mr. M. Hoogerdijk).
3. Revised Standard Version (Rev. D. DeJong).
4. Support ad Article 19 C.O. (Classis Ontario North of September 4th, 1968).
5. Privilege of the floor (Deputies English Calvinistic Psalter).
6. Mandate Board of Governors (Revs F. Kouwenhoven, W. Loopstra, D. 

VanderBoom).
7. Contact with the Christian Reformed Church (Mr. E. Witten).
8. Expression of opinion on Rules for Church Correspondence (Deputies 

“Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland”).
9. Communication to “De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland” (Mr. K. 

Blokhuis, Mr. J. Ferkranus, Mr. S. J. Vanderkooy).
10. Calvinistic Psalter (Mr. W. Griffioen).
11. Bible Translations (Mr. H. Stassen).
12. Training for the Ministry (Church at London, Ont.).
13. Training for the Ministry (Church at Edmonton, Alta). See Art. 20.
V MISCELLANEOUS
1. Mandate Deputies ad Article 19 C.O. (Classis Ontario North of December 6th, 

1967).
2. Nomination Governors (Particular Synod Western Canada 1968).
3. Declaration re Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (Church at 

Smithers, B.C.).
4. Information re auditing books Synod 1965 (Church at Barrhead, Alta).
5. Declaration concerning Overture Nr 3 (Church at Barrhead, Alta).
6. Contact with the Christian Reformed Church (Church at Burlington, Ont.).
7. Nomination Governors (Regional Synod o f Ontario 1968).
8. Support Request Nr 3 (Church at Calgary, Alta).
9. Information re Calvinistic Psalter (Church at Edmonton, Alta).
10. Decisions General Synod 1965 re suspension Rev. C. DeHaan (“Canadian 

Reformed Church, c/o C. DeHaan”).
11. Communication (Messrs John M. Boersema, Ralph F. Boersema, Wietze 

Huizinga, Comelis Van Dam).
12. Communication (Deputies for Correspondence with Foreign Churches o f  

“Die Vrye Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Afrika). See Art. 52.
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9 . A p p o in tm e n t s .

10 . Q u e s t io n  P e r io d  a d  A r t .  4 3  C .O .

11 . P u b l ic a t io n  o f  A c ts .

1 2 . S y n o d ic a l  f in a n c ia l  m a t t e r s .

13 . P r e p a r a t io n  o f  t h e  n e x t  G e n e ra l  S y n o d .

14. A p p ro v a l  o f  th e  A c ts .

15 . A p p ro v a l  o f  th e  P re ss  R e le a s e .

16. C lo s in g .

A R T IC L E  6

T h e  C h a ir m a n  p r o p o s e s  th e  f o l lo w in g  a r r a n g e m e n ts :

a . M a il r e c e iv e d  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  p o s ta l  d e liv e ry  o n  M o n d a y  N o v e m b e r  1 1 t h ,  1 9 6 8 ,  w ill 

n o t  b e  d e a l t  w i th  b y  S y n o d .

A D O P T E D

(S e e  a ls o  A r t ic le  2 1)

b . S y n o d  w ill  m e e t :  in  m o r n in g  s e s s io n s ,  9 .0 0  - 1 2 .0 0 ;  a f t e r n o o n  s e s s io n s , 1 .3 0  - 4 .3 0 ;  

e v e n in g  s e s s io n s , 7 .0 0  - 9 .3 0 ;  m o r n in g  s e s s io n s  o n  S a tu r d a y s ,  9 .0 0  - 1 2 .3 0 .  T h is  

s c h e d u le  a ls o  a p p lie s  t o  t h e  a d v is o ry  c o m m i t t e e s .  I f  p o s s ib le ,  th e  e v e n in g  s e ss io n s  

w ill b e  u s e d  fo r  p le n a r y  s e s s io n s  to  e n a b le  c h u r c h m e m b e r s  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  a s  v is i to r s .

A D O P T E D
c. T h e  P re s s  R e le a s e  w ill  n o t  b e  p u b l i s h e d  b e f o re  S y n o d  c lo s e s .

ADOPTED
d. The Church at Orangeville will be informed that it will be highly appreciated if  its 

Financial Committee completes its arrangements.
ADOPTED

e. The advisory committees shall provide each delegate with a copy of their reports.
ADOPTED

t. Even if  only the advisory committees meet, the meetings shall be opened and closed 
with prayer and thanksgiving in a plenary session.

ADOPTED
g. The following advisory committees be appointed:

Committee I: Mr. J. Kuik, Rev. J. Mulder (convener), Mr. H. Oosterveld, Rev. M. 
van Beveren.

Committee II: Mr. J. Bareman, Mr. J. Medemblik, Rev. H. Scholten (convener).
Rev.W. W. J. VanOene.

Committee III: Rev. H. A. Stel (convener), Mr. S. Tuininga, Mr. J. VanderVeen. 
Rev. G. VanDooren.

Committee IV: Mr. H. Bouwman, Rev. L. Moes, Rev. L. Selles (convener), Mr. K. 
Stam.

Committee I is to deal with: Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Time-Limit 
o f reports, Printing of the Acts and Yearbook.

Committee II is to deal with: Implementation of Article 19 C.O., Training for the Minis
try, Colloquium Doctum, Revision and Translation of the Church Order, Central 
Address, Declaration of Agreement Three Forms of Unity.
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Committee III is to deal with: Contact with the Christian Reformed Church, Correspon
dence with Churches abroad, Revised Standard Version, Decision re Address Death 

Penalty.
Committee IV is to deal with: Forms for Excommunication “ Baptized Members” , Calvin- 
istic Psalter, Suspension Rev. C. DeHaan, Request re abbreviated Form for the Lord’s 

Supper, Finances of General Synod 1965.
ADOPTED

ARTICLE 7

The Assessor, Rev. H. Scholten, extends the cordial congratulations of Synod to 
Rev. W. W. J. VanOene who recently celebrated his 25th wedding anniversary, and who 
today commemorates that he has been a minister of the Word for 25 years. He expresses 
the hope that the Lord may grant him many years in this service.

Rev. VanOene answers in well chosen words.

ARTICLE 8

A communication (V ,l 1) of Messrs John M. Boersema, Ralph F. Boersema, Wietze 
Huizinga, Cornells Van Dam, students at Philadelphia, Pa, is gratefully received.

Receipt of this letter will be acknowledged.

ARTICLE 9

The Foundation for Super-annuation of the Canadian Reformed Churches (Com
munication 7a) informs Synod that it plans to have members’ meeting Friday November 
8th, 1968, at 2.00 p.m., and requests to arrange that some delegates to Synod can attend 
the meeting.

Synod decides that at least Friday afternoon no synodical meetings will be held.

ARTICLE 10

On behalf of the League of the Canadian Reformed Young People’s Societies in 
Ontario, the Consistory of the Church at Orangeville, Ont., (Communication 7b) requests 
Synod to reserve Saturday November 16th for a “ General Synod Convention” to be 
organized by this League.

Synod decides not to meet Saturday morning November 16th.

ARTICLE 11

Synod deals with a communication f7c) dated September 12, 1968, of Rev. A. B. 
Roukema on behalf of the Deputies for Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
suggesting to allow Prof. Norman Shephard, Associate Professor of Systematic Theology 
at Westminster Theological Seminary, to visit the sessions of Synod in which the contact 
with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, will be discussed; and part of a letter of 
September 30, 1968, (7d) from Rev. A. B. Roukema concerning the same matter.

After discussion the matter is referred to Committee I for advice. (See Article 23).
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A R T IC L E  12

C o m m i t te e  I  o n  Prin ting o f  the A c ts  p r e s e n t s :

Material:
O v e r tu r e  o f  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io  1 9 6 8  ( I I I ,  2 7 ,  s u b  2 ) .

Inform ation:
T h e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  in f o r m s  S y n o d  t h a t  i t  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  A c ts  a n d  r e p o r t s  o f  th e  

R e g io n a l  S y n o d  b e  p u b l i s h e d  in  th e  E n g lis h  la n g u a g e  o n  th e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  a n  in c r e a s in g  

n u m b e r  o f  o u r  C h u r c h  m e m b e r s  a re  a b le  t o  r e a d  th e  E n g lis h  la n g u a g e  o n ly ,  a n d  i t  is  

a d v is a b le  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  t h a t  th e s e  m e m b e r s  a ls o  c a n  t a k e  n o t ic e  o f  th e  

s y n o d ic a l  d e c is io n s .  T h e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  r e q u e s t s  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  t o  m a k e  a  s im ila r  d e 

c is io n .
R ecom m en dation :

S y n o d  d e c id e  t h a t  t h e  A c ts  a n d  th e  P re s s  R e le a s e  w ill b e  p u b l i s h e d  in  t h e  E n g lish  

la n g u a g e .

A R T I C L E  13
A D O P T E D

S y n o d  d e c id e s  t h a t  r e im b u r s e m e n t  f o r  th e  t r a v e ll in g  e x p e n s e s  f o r  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  

w ill  b e  1 0 c  p e r  m ile .

A R T I C L E  1 4

E ld e r  J .  B a re m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  1 1 9 : 1 ,2 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .  

S E C O N D  S E S S IO N  -  F R I D A Y  N O V E M B E R  8 T H ,  1 9 6 8  

A R T IC L E  15

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  P s a lm  9 3 .  H e  r e a d s  o f  G o d ’s W o rd  P s a lm  9 3 ,  

a n d  le a d s  in  p r a y e r .

A R T IC L E  16

D e p u t ie s  f o r  th e  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o re ig n  C h u r c h e s  a p p o in t e d  b y  “ d e  G e n e ra le  

S y n o d e  v a n  A m e rs fo o r t -W e s t  1 9 6 7  d e r  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in  N e d e r l a n d ”  h a v e  s e n t  a 

c o m m u n ic a t io n  ( I V ,  8 )  in w h ic h  th e y  s e n d  th e i r  w ish e s  fo r  a b le s s e d  a n d  f r u i t f u l  G e n e r a l  

S y n o d .

S y n o d  e x p re s s e s  i ts  a p p r e c ia t io n  fo r  th e  g o o d  w ish e s . A  r e q u e s t  c o m in g  w i th  th is  

c o m m u n ic a t io n  is r e f e r r e d  to  C o m m it te e  I I I  f o r  a d v ic e .

A R T IC L E  17

A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  m o r n in g  s e ss io n  th e  C h a ir m a n  a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  a t  4 .3 0  p .m .  th e  

d e le g a te s  w il l  b e  in f o r m e d  w h e th e r  S y n o d  w ill m e e t  th is  e v e n in g  o r  n o t  (S e e  A r t .  9 ) .

E ld e r  H . B o u w m a n  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .
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T H I R D  S E S S IO N  -  S A T U R D A Y  N O V E M B E R  9 T H , 1 9 6 8

A R T IC L E  18

T h e  C h a irm a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  P s a lm  4 6 : 1 ,  le a d s  in  p r a y e r ,  a n d  r e a d s  P s a lm

4 6 .

A R T IC L E  19

T h e  A c ts  o f  th e  F i r s t  a n d  S e c o n d  S e s s io n s  a re  r e a d  a n d  a d o p te d .

A R T IC L E  2 0

A  c o m m u n ic a t io n  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l ta ,  re  th e  T r a in in g  fo r  th e  

M in is t ry  is a d d e d  to  th e  A g e n d a  ( s u b  IV , 1 3 ) .

A R T IC L E  21

I t  is  d e c id e d  t o  e x t e n d  th e  d a te  m e n t i o n e d  in  A r t ic le  6 a  to  T u e s d a y  N o v e m b e r  

1 2 th ,  1 9 6 8 ,  b e c a u s e  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y .

A R T IC L E  2 2

S y n o d  d e c id e s  t o  c o n ta c t  M rs . I .  T .  V a n P o p ta  b y  t e l e p h o n e  t o  in q u ir e  a f te r  R e v . J .  

T .  V a n P o p t a ’s i l ln e s s  a n d  to  e x p r e s s  t h e  h e a r t f e l t  s y m p a th y  o f  S y n o d .

A R T IC L E  2 3

S y n o d  r e a d s  a  l e t t e r  d a te d  S e p te m b e r  1 2 ,  1 9 6 8  ( 7 c )  o f  R e v . A . B. R o u k e m a  o n  

b e h a l f  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i t h  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  to  a llo w  P r o f .  

N o r m a n  S h e p h a r d ,  A s s o c ia te  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S y s te m a t ic  T h e o lo g y  a t  W e s tm in s te r  T h e o 

lo g ic a l  S e m in a r y ,  to  v is it  t h e  s e s s io n s  o f  S y n o d  in  w h ic h  th e  c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  O r t h o d o x  

P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  w ill b e  d is c u s s e d ,  a n d  a c o p y  ( 7 d )  o f  p a r t  o f  a l e t t e r  o f  th e  C o m m i t 

te e  o n  E c u m e n ic i ty  a n d  I n te r - C h u r c h  R e la t io n s  o f  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  to  

th e  R e v . A . B. R o u k e m a  c o n c e r n in g  th e  sa m e  m a t t e r .

S y n o d  d e c id e s  to  a n s w e r  R e v . A . B . R o u k e m a  t h a t  i t  h a s  n o  o b je c t io n s  to  P ro f .  

N o r m a n  S h e p h a r d ’s p r e s e n c e  a t  th e s e  s e s s io n s  a s  a  v is i to r .  A t  th is  m o m e n t  S y n o d  c a n  n o t  

y e t  say  a t  w h a t  d a y  th e  m a t t e r  w ill b e  r e a d y  fo r  d is c u s s io n  in  a p le n a r y  s e s s io n ,  b u t  a t  a 

la te r  d a te  i t  w ill in f o r m  th e  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n ta c t  w i th  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h .

A R T IC L E  2 4

T h e  C h a irm a n  r e p o r t s  o n  th e  t e le p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t io n  m e n t io n e d  u n d e r  A r t .  2 2 .  H e 

w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  th e r e  is  a  s l ig h t  im p r o v e m e n t  in  R e v . J .  T .  V a n P o p t a ’s c o n d i t i o n .  

S y n o d  re c e iv e s  th is  i n f o r m a t io n  w i th  g r a t i t u d e .
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A R T IC L E  2 5

E ld e r  J .  K u ik  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .  S y n o d  a d jo u r n s  u n t i l  9 .0 0  a .m .  M o n d a y  
N o v e m b e r  1 1 th .

FOURTH SESSION -  MONDAY NOVEMBER 11TH, 1968

A R T IC L E  2 6

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P sa lm  7 6 : 1 ,3 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  7 6 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  

p r a y e r .

A R T IC L E  2 7  

T h e  A c ts  o f  th e  T h i r d  S e s s io n  a re  r e a d  a n d  a p p r o v e d .

A R T IC L E  2 8
A  c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C h a th a m ,  O n t . ,  d a te d  N o v e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 6 8 ,  re  th e  

a u d i t  o f  t h e  a c c o u f t t s  o f  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5  is a d d e d  to  t h e  A g e n d a  (1 ,1 4 )  

a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  C o m m i t te e  IV .

A R T IC L E  2 9

S y n o d  d e c id e s ,  a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  c o n s i s to r y  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C h a th a m ,  O n t . ,  

(1 1 1 ,2 4 ) t o  r e s c in d  th e  d e c is io n  o f  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 4 2 ,  re  

A ddress D eath  P enalty.
Ground:

W h e n  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  d e c id e d  t h a t  o n  th e  g r o u n d  o f  A r t .  3 0  C .O . i t  w a s  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  

a c t  u p o n  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  R e v . G . V a n D o o r e n ,  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  p r o o f  r e s te d  u p o n  S y n o d .  

T h e  R e v . G . V a n D o o r e n  w ill b e  i n f o r m e d  o f  th is  d e c is io n .

A R T I C L E  3 0

A d v is o ry  C o m m i t te e  I o n  Prin ting o f  the A c ts  p r e s e n t s  th e  fo l lo w in g :

M aterials:
a . a n  o v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  C lo v e rd a le ,  B .C . ( I l l , 7 )  t o  d e c id e  t h a t  d a ta  o f  th e  

C h u r c h e s  n o t  b e  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  th e  A c ts ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  A c ts  m a y  b e  

f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h e s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s ib le ;

b .  a n  o v e r tu r e  o f  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  in  

O n t a r io  1 9 6 8  (111,27 s u b  8 ) ,  t o  h a v e  a  q u e s t io n n a i r e  f o r  t h e  Y e a r b o o k ,  w h ic h  is t o  b e  

in c lu d e d  in  th e  A c ts ,  s e n t  o u t  d u r in g  S y n o d  a n d  t o  d e c id e  t h a t  n o  d a t a  o f  C h u r c h e s  w ill 

b e  p u b l i s h e d  in  t h e  Y e a r b o o k  w h ic h  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  re c e iv e d  a t  a  d a te  s e t  b y  S y n o d .  

R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  d e c id e

1. n o t  t o  in c lu d e  a  “ y e a r b o o k ”  in  th e  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  t h e  A c t s  o f  S y n o d ;

2 . t o  in c lu d e  in  t h i s  p u b l ic a t i o n  a  s u m m a r y  o f  th e  e s s e n t ia l  d a t a  a b o u t  th e  

c h u r c h e s :  n a m e ,  a d d re s s ,  m e m b e r s h ip ,  n a m e  o f  m in i s t e r ;

3 . t o  s e n d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a  q u e s t io n n a i r e  r e g a r d in g  th e s e  d a t a ,  w h ic h  s h o u ld  b e  

r e tu r n e d  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1 5 , 1 9 6 9 ;

4 .  n o t  t o  p u b l i s h  d a ta  w h ic h  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r e c e iv e d  b y  th is  d a te .
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A R T IC L E  31

E ld e r  J .  M e d e m b lik  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  8 7 : 1 ,2 ,  a n d  c lo s e s  th e  s e s s io n  

w i th  th a n k s g iv in g .

FIFTH SESSION -  TUESDAY NOVEMBER 12TH, 1968

A R T IC L E  3 2

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  6 : 1 ,2 ,3 ,  r e a d s  I s a ia h  3 8 : 1 - 8 ,  a n d  le a d s  

in p r a y e r .

A R T IC L E  3 3

T h e  A c ts  o f  th e  F o u r t h  S e s s io n  a re  r e a d  a n d  a p p r o v e d .

A R T IC L E  3 4

P a r t  o f  th e  P re s s  R e le a s e  is  r e a d  a n d  a p p r o v e d .

A R T IC L E  35

T ire  a f t e r n o o n  ro ll  c a l l  r e v e a ls  t h a t  R e v . D . V a n d e r B o o m  o f  B u r l in g to n ,  O n t . ,  is 

ta k in g  th e  p la c e  o f  R e v . G . V a n D o o r e n .

A R T IC L E  3 6

T h e  f o l lo w in g  in c o m in g  m a i l  is a d d e d  t o  th e  A g e n d a  a n d  r e f e r r e d  to  C o m m i t te e  I I I :

a . a  c o m m u n ic a t io n  d a te d  N o v e m b e r  1 0 th ,  1 9 6 8 ,  f r o m  M r. P . V a n d e r S c h a a f  

(W il lo w d a le ,  O n t . )  a s  a  D e p u ty  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o r e ig n  C h u r c h e s  

(1 ,1 2 b ) ;

b .  a n  o v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s ,  B .C ., d a te d  N o v e m b e r  7 t h ,  1 9 6 8 ,  re  

o n e  o f  th e  r e p o r t s  o n  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o re ig n  C h u rc h e s  (111 ,39).

A R T IC L E  3 7

S y n o d  d e c id e s  t h a t  a c o m m u n ic a t io n  d a t e d  O c to b e r  2 9 t h ,  1 9 6 8 ,  f r o m  “ C a n a d ia n  

R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  c /o  R e v . C . d e  H a a n ”  ( V ,1 0 )  is  a d m is s ib le  o n  th e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i t  is  a 

r e q u e s t  f o r  r e v is io n  o f  t h e  d e c is io n s  o f  S y n o d  E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5  in  r e p ly  t o  a n  a p p e a l  

r e c e iv e d  f r o m  th e  sa m e  g r o u p .

A R T IC L E  3 8

T h e  C h a ir m a n  c a l ls  t h e  ro l l  a t  7 .0 0  p .m .  R e v . G .  V a n D o o r e n  is a g a in  p r e s e n t .

A R T IC L E  3 9

T h e  fo l lo w in g  d e c is io n s  a re  m a d e  re  a  c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  R ev. C. de  Haan, W in 

n ip e g ,  M a n .,  d a te d  N o v e m b e r  5 t h ,  1 9 6 8  (1 1 ,4 ):
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a . S y n o d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  th e  r ig h t  t o  d e a l  w i th  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  th e  l e t t e r  o f  M r. C . d e  

H a a n  a t  W in n ip e g , M a n .,  b e c a u s e  i t  is  n o t  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  re v is io n  o f  th e  d e c is io n  o f  

S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ,  b u t  a  t e r r ib le  a c c u s a t io n  w i t h o u t  a n y  p r o o f ,  w h ic h  S y n o d  

c a n  o n ly  r e je c t  w i th  u t t e r  i n d ig n a t io n .

b .  M r. C . d e  H a a n  sh a ll  b e  i n f o r m e d  o f  th is  d e c is io n .

A R T IC L E  4 0

R e g a rd in g  o v e r tu r e  111,39 o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s ,  B .C ., r e q u e s t in g  n o t  t o  d e a l  

w i th  a  r e p o r t  re  C orrespondence w ith  Foreign Churches b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  u n o f f ic ia l  c h a r a c te r  

a n d  i ts  l a t e n e s s  o f  a r r iv a l ,  S y n o d  d e c id e s  t o  d e a l  w i th  th e  r e p o r t  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  th e  l e t t e r  

o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  b e e n  s u b m i t t e d  b y  o n e  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s  f o r  

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o r e ig n  C h u rc h e s  a n d  r e c e iv e d  b y  S y n o d  b e f o re  th e  a d o p t i o n  o f  th e  

A g e n d a  (1 ,1 2 ) .  ( A r t .  6 6 )

A R T IC L E  41

R e  O v e r tu r e  I I I ,  1, C o m m i t te e  I p r e s e n t s  th e  fo l lo w in g  r e c o m m e n d a t io n :

S y n o d  h a v in g  t a k e n  n o te  o f  th e  o v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C h a th a m ,  O n t . ,  “ t o  

d e c id e  t h a t  th e  r e p o r t s  f o r  S y n o d  o f  w h ic h  c o p ie s  a re  s e n t  t o  th e  c h u r c h e s ,  s h o u ld  b e  in  

o n  o r  b e f o re  F e b r u a r y  1 o f  th e  y e a r  w h e re in  a  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  is h e ld ” ,

d e c id e  t h a t  c o p ie s  o f  r e p o r t s  w h ic h  a re  t o  b e  s e n t  t o  th e  c h u r c h e s ,  sh a ll  b e  in  n in e  

m o n th s  b e f o re  th e  o p e n in g  o f  S y n o d .

G round: T h e  c o n s i s to r ie s  s h o u ld  h a v e  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s tu d y  th e s e  r e p o r t s  a n d ,  i f  

th e y  w is h  t o  d o  s o ,  t o  o v e r tu r e  m a jo r  a s s e m b lie s .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  4 2

R e g a rd in g  th e  Finances o f  S yn o d  E dm onton  1965  C o m m i t te e  I V  p r e s e n ts :  

Materials:
a . R e p o r t  1 ,8 ,  o f  t h e  F in a n c ia l  C o m m i t te e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5 ;  (S e e  

S u p p le m e n t  1)

b .  L e t t e r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r r h e a d ,  A l ta ,  ( V ,4 )  i n f o r m in g  S y n o d  t h a t  i t  r e 

q u e s t e d  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C h a th a m ,  O n t . ,  t o  w h ic h  th e  t r e a s u r e r  o f  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  

m o v e d ,  t o  a u d i t  t h e  b o o k s ;

c . L e t t e r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  C h a th a m ,  O n t . ,  (1 ,1 4 )  i n f o r m in g  S y n o d  t h a t  th e  

b o o k s  o f  th e  t r e a s u r e r  o f  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  w e re  a u d i t e d  a n d  f o u n d  in  g o o d  o r d e r .

Inform ation:
T h e  r e c e ip t s  o f  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  w e re  $ 5 ,6 5 9 .7 0 ;  th e  e x p e n s e s  $ 4 ,2 8 6 .9 1 ;  t h e  e x p e n s e s  

o f  D e p u t ie s  a p p o in t e d  b y  S y n o d  $ 1 ,3 4 1 .0 4 .  C a sh  o n  h a n d  $ 3 1 .7 5 .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  o f  th e  $ 7 1 3 .6 4  a d v a n c e d  t o  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  

w i t h  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  a p p r o x im a te ly  $ 2 6 0 .0 0  is  s t i l l  in  th e  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  o f  D e p u t ie s .
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R ecom m endations:
S y n o d  d e c id e :

1. t o  e x p r e s s  i t s  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  e x te n s iv e  a n d  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k  o f  th e  F in a n c ia l  

C o m m i t te e  1 9 6 5  in  g e n e ra l  a n d  o f  th e  t r e a s u r e r  in  p a r t i c u l a r ;

2 .  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  o f  th e  F in a n c ia l  C o m m i t te e  t o  t r a n s f e r  th e  b a la n c e  o f  

$ 3 1 .7 5  t o  th e  F in a n c ia l  C o m m i t te e  o f  th is  S y n o d ;

3 . t o  d is c h a rg e  M r. H . V a n  S p r o n s e n  a s  t r e a s u r e r  o f  th e  F in a n c ia l  C o m m i t te e  o f  

S y n o d  1 9 6 5 ,  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  a u d i t o r s ’ r e p o r t  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C h a th a m ;

4 . t o  n o t i f y  M r. H . V a n  S p r o n s e n  o f  th is  d e c is io n ;

5 . t o  r e q u e s t  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i th  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  to  

t r a n s f e r  t h e  b a la n c e  o f  th e i r  a c c o u n ts  t o  th e  F in a n c ia l  C o m m i t te e  o f  th is  

S y n o d .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  4 3

R e v . L . M o e s  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  H y m n  1 5 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .

S IX T H  S E S S IO N  -  W E D N E S D A Y  N O V E M B E R  1 3 T H , 1 9 6 8  

A R T IC L E  4 4

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  6 6 : 5 ,8 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  6 6 ,  a n d  l e a d s  in  

p r a y e r .

A R T IC L E  4 5

R e g a r d in g  R evised  S tandard Version, C o m m i t te e  I I I  p r e s e n t s :  (S e e  S u p p le m e n t  2 )

7. M ateria ls:
a . O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C o n s i s to r y  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B u r l in g to n ,  O n t . ,  t o  a p p o in t  a  

C o m m i t te e  w i th  th e  m a n d a te  t o  s tu d y  th e  d e s i r a b i l i ty  o f  c o r r e c t io n s  o f  th e  

R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n ,  a n d  t o  c o n ta c t  th e  “ S ta n d a r d  B ib le  C o m m i t te e ” , 

p u b l i s h e r  o f  th is  t r a n s la t io n ,  in  o r d e r  t o  b r in g  o u r  w ish e s  t o  th e i r  a t t e n t i o n ;  

111,38;

b .  R e q u e s t  o f  R e v . D . D e J o n g ,  E d m o n t o n ,  A l ta ,  I V ,3 ;

c . R e q u e s t  o f  M r. H . S ta s s e n ,  W illo w d a le , O n t . ,  I V , 1 1 ;

d . L e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  b .  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C a lg a ry ,  A l ta ,  V ,8 .

2. R ecom m endations:
I .  T h a t  f r o m  th e  s e v e ra l  l a t e r  v e r s io n s  o f  th e  B ib le  th e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e rs io n  

b e  c h o s e n .

G rounds
a . T h e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e rs io n  h a s  th e  m e r i t  o f  n o t  b e in g  a c o m p le te ly  

n e w ,  a  “ r e v o lu t i o n a r y ”  t r a n s la t io n ,  b u t  is m e a n t  a s  a  “ r e v is io n ”  o f  th e  

K in g  J a m e s  V e r s io n .  I t  “ is n o t  a  n e w  t r a n s la t io n  in  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  

t o d a y .  I t  is  a  r e v is io n  w h ic h  s e e k s  t o  p re s e rv e  a ll t h a t  is  b e s t  in  th e  

E n g lish  B ib le  as i t  h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  a n d  u s e d  t h r o u g h  th e  y e a r s ” . 

( P re f a c e  R .S .V .)
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b . I t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  th e  w e a k n e s s  o f  a  s t r o n g ly  p e r s o n a l  t r a n s la t io n  lik e  

o th e r s ,  e .g . P h i l l ip s .

c .  I t s  E n g lis h  w il l  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  to  c o m e  r e m a in  s u f f i c ie n t ly  m o d e r n  to  

m e e t  th e  n e e d s  e x p r e s s e d  in  th e  o v e r tu r e  a n d  r e q u e s t s  m e n t i o n e d  

a b o v e .

d .  T h e  e d i to r s  o f  t h e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e rs io n  a re  in  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  

p r e p a r in g  a n  im p r o v e d  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n ,  w h ic h  

w ill  b e  p u b l i s h e d  in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e .

ADOPTED

I I .  T h e  C o m m i t te e  t h e r e f o r e  a d v is e s  S y n o d  n o t  t o  f o l lo w  th e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  M r.

H . S ta s s e n ,  to  g ive  “ c le a r  d i r e c t i o n s  a s  t o  . . .  o t h e r  a v a ila b le  m o d e r n  t r a n s la 

t io n s  o f  t h e  B ib le ” , a n d  to  a d v is e  o u r  C h u r c h e s  “ to  s t r o n g ly  a d v o c a te  t o  i ts  

m e m b e r s  th e  u s e  o f  a p p r o v e d ,  m o d e r n  la n g u a g e  B ib le  v e r s io n s ” .

Grounds:
a . T h e  C h u r c h e s  s h o u ld ,  i f  a t  a ll p o s s ib le ,  u se  o n ly  o n e  t r a n s la t io n ,  in  

o r d e r  t h a t  i t  b e c o m e s  p o s s ib le  f o r  b e lie v e r s  to  le a rn  p a r t  o f  G o d ’s W o rd  

b y  h e a r t .

b .  I t  is  n o t  in  th e  j u r i s d ic t io n  o f  t h i s  S y n o d  to  a d v ise  th e  C h u r c h e s  t o  g ive  

le a d e r s h ip  in  th e  e v a lu a t io n  a n d  c o m p a r is o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e r n  t r a n s 

la t io n s .

A D O P T E D

II I .  S y n o d  s h o u ld  n o t  a t  th is  t im e  “ d e c la r e  t h a t  w i th  a  v ie w  to  th e  t e s t in g  o f  th e  

R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  i t  is  d e s ira b le  t h a t ,  b e s id e s  th e  r e c o m m e n d e d  K in g  

J a m e s  V e r s io n  a ls o  th e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  b e  u s e d  in  o u r  C h u r c h e s ”  

(R e v .  D e J o n g ’s r e q u e s t ,  s u b  3 ) .

Grounds:
a . S y n o d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a v a ila b le  a n y  g ro u n d s  to  j u s t i f y  s u c h  a  d e c l a r a t io n ;

b .  A n  im p r o v e d  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  is p l a n n e d ;  th e  

C h u r c h e s  s h o u ld  a w a i t  i t s  p u b l ic a t i o n .

A D O P T E D

IV . T h a t  S y n o d  d e c id e  t o  a p p o in t  a c o m m i t t e e  to  s tu d y  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  th e  

R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  c a n  b e  r e c o m m e n d e d  fo r  u s e  b y  th e  C h u rc h e s .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  m a n d a t e  b e  g iv e n  t o  s u c h  a  c o m m i t t e e :

I .  t o  s tu d y  th e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  a s  to  f a i th f u ln e s s  to  th e  o r ig in a l  

t e x t  a n d  “ S c h r i f tg e lo v ig  k a r a k t e r ”  ( A c ts  S y n o d  1 9 5 4 ) ;

2 . t o  e v a lu a te  th e  c r i t ic i s m  v o ic e d  a g a in s t  th e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n ;

3 . t o  c o n ta c t  th e  S t a n d a r d  B ib le  C o m m i t te e  w h ic h  is p r e p a r in g  a n  

im p r o v e d  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e rs io n  a n d  w h o  w e lc o m e s  

a ll w o r th w h i le  c o n t r i b u t io n s ;

4 .  t o  s o l i c i t  a n y  h e lp  t h a t  i t  n e e d s  f r o m  p e r s o n s  w h o  a re  c o n s id e r e d  c o m 

p e t e n t  in  t h i s  f ie ld ;

5 . t o  r e p o r t  t o  th e  C h u r c h e s  a t  th e  p r o p e r  t im e  so  t h a t  th e r e  is  s u f f i c ie n t  

t im e  t o  s tu d y  th e  r e s u l t s  a n d  to  m a k e  p r o p o s a l s  t o  S y n o d .
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V . T h e  C o m m i t te e  f in a l ly  r e c o m m e n d s  th a t :

1. t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  R e v . D e J o n g ’s  s tu d y  b e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  th e  c o m m i t t e e  

m e n t i o n e d  in  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  I V ;

2 . m e m b e r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  m in i s t e r s ,  b e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  ta k e  

p a r t  in  t e s t in g  th e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  a n d  t o  s u b m i t  t h e i r  r e 

m a r k s  in  t im e  to  th e  c o m m i t t e e  a p p o in t e d  (R e v .  D e J o n g ’s s e c o n d  

r e q u e s t ) ;

3 .  R e v . D . D e J o n g  a n d  M r. H . S ta s s e n  b e  in f o r m e d  o f  th e  d e c is io n s .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  4 6

C o m m i t te e  IV  p r e s e n t s :

M aterial:
A g e n d a  IV , 2 : R e q u e s t  o f  M r. M . H o o g e r d i jk ,  T a b e r ,  A l ta ,  “ d a t  in  e lk e  d i e n s t  w a a r  h e t  

H e ilig  A v o n d m a a l  w o r d t  b e d ie n d ,  h e t  f o r m u l ie r  t o t  h e t  h o u d e n  v a n  h e t  H e ilig  

A v o n d m a a l  w o r d t  v o o r g e le z e n  e n  h e t  n i e t  a a n  d e  v r i jh e id  d e r  k e r k e n  w o r d t  o v e r 

g e la t e n ” .

R ecom m endation :
S y n o d  d e c id e  t o  i n f o r m  M r. M . H o o g e r d i jk  t h a t  h e  w a s  m is ta k e n  in  h is  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  a 

p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  s h o r t  F o r m  f o r  t h e  A d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r  w o u ld  b e  o n  

S y n o d ’s a g e n d a ,  a n d  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  h is  r e q u e s t  is c o n c e r n e d .  S y n o d  is n o t  a l lo w e d  to  

c o m p ly  w i th  i t ,  s in c e  th e  a d d re s s  o f  s u c h  a  r e q u e s t  is  n o t  t h e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  b u t  th e  

C h u r c h ( e s )  c o n c e r n e d ,  A r t .  3 0  C .O .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  4 7

T h e  C h a ir m a n  re c a lls  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t o d a y  i t  is 3 5 0  y e a r s  ag o  t h a t  th e  N a t io n a l  S y n o d  o f  

D o r t  1 6 1 8  - 1 6 1 9  b e g a n  i ts  se s s io n s . W e a re  b o u n d  t o  b e  g r a te f u l  to  th e  L o r d  t h a t  i t  h a s  

p le a s e d  H im  t o  p r o t e c t  H is  C h u r c h  a n d  to  b r in g  h e r  b a c k  t o  th e  t r u th .

A R T IC L E  4 8

R e v . J .  M u ld e r  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  H y m n  3 1 :1 ,2 ,3 ,4 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .  

S E V E N T H  S E S S IO N  -  T H U R S D A Y  N O V E M B E R  1 4 T H , 1 9 6 8  

A R T IC L E  4 9

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  3 0 : 1 ,2 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  3 0 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  

p r a y e r .

A R T IC L E  5 0

C o m m i t te e  IV  p r e s e n t s :

M aterial:
R e q u e s t  I I ,  1, f r o m  M r. T .  V a n d e B r in k  a n d  M r. W . V o g e lz a n g  a t  B a r r h e a d ,
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A . Inform ation:
B lijk e n s  h u n  s c h r i jv e n  v e r z o e k e n  d e  b r o e d e r s  d e  S y n o d e  “ d e  s c h o rs in g  v a n  d s  C .d e  

H a a n  a a n  e e n  re v is ie  te  o n d e r w e r p e n ”  ( p a g .3 ,  l a a t s t e  a l in e a ) .  A ls  z o d a n ig  is h u n  

b r i e f  o n o n tv a n k e l i j k ,  o m d a t  d i t  n i e t  d e  t a a k  is v a n  d e z e  S y n o d e .  U i t  d e  b r i e f  b l i jk t  

e c h t e r  d a t  z ij  b e z w a r e n  in b r e n g e n  t e g e n  d e  b e s lu i t e n  v a n  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 .  D a a ro m  

s t e l t  d e  c o m m is s ie  v o o r :

(R ecom m en da tion :)
D e  S y n o d e  b e s lu i t  d e  b r i e f  v a n  M r. T .  V a n d e B r in k  e n  M r. W . V o g e lz a n g  te  a a n v a a r 

d e n  a ls  e e n  v e r z o e k  o m  re v is ie  v a n  d e  b e s lu i te n  v a n  d e  S y n o d e  v a n  E d m o n t o n  

1 9 6 5  in z a k e  d e  s c h o rs in g  v a n  d s  C .d e  H a a n .

A D O P T E D

B . Inform ation:
D e b r o e d e r s  v o e re n  a a n  te g e n  d e  b e s lu i t e n  v a n  d e  S y n o d e  v a n  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 :

1. A r t ik e l  5 3  K .O  e is t  o n d e r te k e n in g  v a n  d e  D rie  F o r m u l ie r e n  v a n  E n ig h e id ,  

m a a r  d i t  a r t ik e l  z e g t  n i e t  w e lk e  i n s ta n t i e  d ie  o n d e r te k e n in g  z a l  v r a g e n ,  te rw ij l  

b o v e n d ie n  n a a r  A r t .  3 0  K .O  d a t  w a t  a f g e h a n d e ld  is  o p  e e n  m in d e r e  v e rg a d e r 

in g  n i e t  o p  e e n  m e e r d e r e  z a l k o m e n .  D s  d e  H a a n  h e e f t  b ij d e  a a n v a a r d in g  v a n  

z i jn  a m b t  a ls  p r e d ik a n t  te  W in n ip e g  d e  D r ie  F o r m u l ie r e n  v a n  E n ig h e id  o n d e r 

te k e n d .  M e t d e z e  o n d e r te k e n in g  h e e f t  d s  d e  H a a n  r u im s c h o o t s  v o ld a a n  a a n  

w a t  A r t .  5 3  K .O . v ra a g t ,  e n  d a a r o m  k a n  d i t  a r t i k e l  n i e t  w o r d e n  a a n g e v o e r d  a ls 

e e n  g r o n d  v o o r  z i jn  s c h o rs in g .

Considerations:
D e  S y n o d e  o v e rw e e g t

a . d a t  in d e r d a a d  A r t .  5 3  K .O . n i e t  z e g t  t e n  o v e r s ta a n  v a n  w e lk e  i n s ta n t i e  de  

o n d e r te k e n in g  d e r  D rie  F o r m u l ie r e n  z a l  g e s c h ie d e n ,  m a a r  d a t  h e t  n o e m e n  v a n  

K e r k e r a a d  e n  C la s s is  in  d i t  a r t i k e l  im p l ic e e r t  d a t  h e t  t e n  o v e r s ta a n  v a n  d e z e  

k e r k e l i jk e  v e rg a d e r in g e n  z a l w o r d e n  g e d a a n ;

b . d a t  d e  b r o e d e r s  t e n  o n r e c h te  A r t .  3 0  K .O . in  d i t  v e r b a n d  a a n v o e r e n ,  o m d a t  de  

o n d e r te k e n in g  t e n  o v e r s ta a n  v a n  d e  k e r k e r a a d  d e  t r o u w  a a n  S c h r i f t  e n  B e

l i jd e n is  v a n  d e  p r e d ik a n t  in  d e  p la a ts e l i jk e  k e r k  r e g a r d e e r t ,  d o c h  d e  o n d e r 

t e k e n in g  te n  o v e r s ta a n  v a n  d e  C lass is  b e t r e k k in g  h e e f t  o p  d e  b e w a r in g  v a n  de  

e n ig h e id  d e s  g e lo o fs  in  h e t  k e r k v e r b a n d .

R ecom m en dation :
O p  g r o n d  v a n  Consideration a en b w i js t  d e  S y n o d  h e t  e e r s te  a a n g e v o e rd e  b e z w a a r

v a n  d e  b r o e d e r s  a f .

A D O P T E D

C . Inform ation:
D e  b r o e d e r s  v o e r e n  a a n  d a t  “ n a a r  d e  l e t t e r  v a n  A r t .  5 3  K .O . g e e n  o n d e r te k e n in g  

g e ë is t  k a n  w o r d e n  d o o r  d e  k e r k e r a a d  e n  bovendien  d o o r  d e  C la s s is” .

C onsideration:
D e  S y n o d e  o v e rw e e g t  d a t ,  a a n g e z ie n  A r t .  5 3  K .O . in  v e r b a n d  m e t  s c h o rs in g  v a n  

k e r k e r a a d  o f  C la ss is  s p r e e k t ,  h e t  g e b r u ik  v a n  h e t  w o o r d je  “ o f ’ in  p l a a t s  v a n  “ e n ”  

n ie t  im p l ic e e r t ,  d a t  s le c h ts  e e n  e n k e lv o u d ig e  o n d e r te k e n in g  m a g  p la a t s  v in d e n .

R ecom m endation  :
O p  g r o n d  v a n  d e z e  o v e rw e g in g  w i j s t  d e  S y n o d e  h e t  tw e e d e  b e z w a a r  v a n  d e  b r o e d e r s  

a f - A D O P T E D
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D . Inform ation:
D e  b r o e d e r s  v o e r e n  a a n ,  d a t  h e t  n i e t  o n d e r te k e n e n  v a n  h e t  D o r d t s e  F o r m u l ie r  n i e t  

k a n  w o r d e n  a a n g e v o e r d  a ls  e e n  o o r z a a k  v o o r  s c h o r s in g  n a a r  A r t .  5 3  K .O . ,  o m d a t  

A r t .  5 3  o n d e r s c h r i jv in g  v a n  d e  D r ie  F o r m u l ie r e n  v a n  E n ig h e id  v e r e is t ,  d o c h  n i e t  

v r a a g t  e e n  o n d e r s c h r i jv in g  v a n  h e t  D o r d t s e  o n d e r te k e n in g s f o r m u l ie r .

Consideration:
D e  S y n o d e  o v e rw e e g t  d a t  u i t  h e t  f e i t  d a t  A r t .  5 3  K .O . g e e n  o n d e r s c h r i jv in g  v a n  e e n  

o n d e r te k e n in g s f o r m u l ie r  v e r e i s t  n i e t  g e c o n c lu d e e r d  m a g  w o r d e n ,  d a t  v o o r  d e  o n d e r 

s c h r i jv in g  v a n  d e  D r ie  F o r m u l ie r e n  v a n  E n ig h e id  n i e t  v a n  e e n  o n d e r te k e n in g s 

f o r m u l ie r  m a g  w o r d e n  g e b r u ik  g e m a a k t .  D e  D o r d t s e  S y n o d e ,  d ie  A r t .  5 3  in  h a a r  

h e r z ie n e  K e r k e n o r d e n in g  o p n a m ,  h e e f t  z e l f  z u lk  e e n  o n d e r te k e n in g s f o r m u l ie r  

o p g e s te ld .

R ecom m en dation :
O p  g ro n d  v a n  d e z e  o v e rw e g in g  w ijs t  d e  S y n o d e  o o k  d i t  d e rd e  b e z w a a r  a f .

A D O P T E D

E . Inform ation:
D e b r o e d e r s  v o e r e n  a a n ,  d a t  “ v o o r  d e  s c h o r s in g  v a n  d s  d e  H a a n  g e e n  g r o n d  is 

a a n g e g e v e n  w e lk e  d e z e  d a a d  d u id e l i jk  r e c h tv a a r d ig t ” , o m d a t  d s  d e  H a a n  a a n  de  

l e t t e r l i j k e  e is  v a n  A r t .  5 3  K .O . h e e f t  v o ld a a n .

Consideration:
D c  S y n o d e  o v e rw e e g t ,  d a t  d e  b r o e d e r s  h a d d e n  m o e te n  a a n to n e n ,  d a t  d e  S y n o d e  v a n  

E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5  t e n  o n r e c h te  h e t  in  A r t .  1 8 3 ,  I I ,B ,  a a n g e v o e rd e  h e e f t  g e s te ld .  

R ecom m en dation :
O p  g r o n d  v a n  d e z e  o v e rw e g in g  w ijs t  d e  S y n o d e  o o k  d i t  la a t s t e  b e z w a a r  a f .

A D O P T E D

F .  R ecom m en dation :
D e  S y n o d e  b e s lu i t  d c  b r o e d e r s  v a n  d e z e  u i t s p r a k e n  in  k e n n is  te  s te l le n .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  51

C o m m i t te e  IV  p r e s e n t s :

M aterial:
C o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  “ d e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  c /o  R e v . C .d e  H a a n ,” ,V ,1 0 .

A . Inform ation:
A d r e s s a n te n  s te l le n  in  h u n  s c h r i jv e n  d a t  z ij “ o m  w ille  v a n  h e t  g e r e f o r m e e r d - k e r k -  

z i jn -n a a r -S c h r i f t -B e l i jd e n is - e n -k e rk o rd e  d e  s c h o r s in g  v a n  D s  d e  H a a n  b l i jv e n  v e r 

w e r p e n  a ls  o n s c h r i f tu u r l i jk ,  o n k e r k e l i jk  e n  d a a r o m  o n c h r i s t e l i j k ”  ( p a g .5 ,  v o o r l a a ts t e  

a l in e a ) .  A d r e s s a n te n  v o e re n  a a n :
“ D e  s c h o r s in g s g ro n d  w o r d t  d o o r  d e  S y n o d e  ( E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5 )  a ls  o n ju is t  

a a n g e m e r k t”  (p a g . 2 )  d o o r d a t  d e  S y n o d  v a n  E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5  u i t s p r a k ,  d a t  de  

k e r k e r a a d  te n  o n r e c h te  in  h e t  s c h o r s in g s b e s lu i t  v a n  h e t  D o r d t s e  F o r m u l ie r  a ls 

h e t  f o r m u l ie r  to e g e v o e g d  in A r t .  5 3  K .O . s p r a k ,  d a a r  A r t .  5 3  K .O . g e e n  

f o r m u l ie r  m e t  n a m e  n o e m t  ( A c ta  A r t .  1 5 3 , I I ,A ) .
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C onsideration:
D e  S y n o d e  o v e rw e e g t  d a t  d s  C .d e  H a a n  g e s c h o rs t  w e r d  v a n w e g e  z i jn  w e ig e r in g  h e t  

f o r m u l i e r  to e g e v o e g d  in  A r t .  5 3  K .O . te  o n d e r te k e n e n  en  v a n w e g e  z i jn  w e ig e r in g  

z ic h  n a d e r  te  v e r k la r e n  ( A c ta  A r t .  1 8 3 ,  p a g . 3 8 ) ,  e n  d a t  d e  S y n o d e  v a n  E d m o n t o n  

1 9 6 5  i n d e r d a a d  u i t s p r a k ,  d a t  d e  k e r k e r a a d  v a n  W in n ip e g  t e n  o n r e c h te  s p r a k  v a n  h e t  

D o r d t s e  F o r m u l ie r  a ls  h e t  F o r m u l ie r  to e g e v o e g d  in  A r t .  5 3  K .O .

D e  s c h o r s in g s g ro n d  z o u  m e t  d e z e  u i t s p r a a k  v e rv a l le n  z i jn  a ls  d e  g e ld ig h e id  v a n  d e  

s c h o r s in g s g r o n d  a fh in g  v a n  d e  v ra a g  o f  h e t  D o r d t s e  F o r m u l ie r  a l o f  n i e t  to e g e v o e g d  

w a s  a a n  A r t .  5 3  K .O . D e  g e ld ig h e id  v a n  d e  s c h o r s in g s g ro n d  h a n g t  e c h t e r  a f  v a n  e e n  

g e h e e l  a n d e r e  v ra a g ,  n a m e l i jk  o f  h e t  D o r d t s e  F o r m u l ie r  in  o v e r e e n s te m m in g  is  m e t  

h e t  in  A r t .  5 3  K .O . v e r e is te .  A r t .  5 3  K .O . v r a a g t  d e  b in d in g  v a n  d e  p r e d ik a n te n  a a n  

d e  D rie  F o r m u l ie r e n  v a n  E n ig h e id .  H e t  D o r d t s e  o n d e r te k e n in g s f o r m u l ie r  v r a a g t  

b l i jk e n s  z ijn  i n h o u d  n i e t  a n d e r s .

R  ecom m endation:
O p  g r o n d  v a n  d e z e  o v e rw e g in g  w ijs t  d e  S y n o d e  h e t  e e r s te  b e z w a a r  v a n  a d r e s s a n te n

a f .

A D O P T E D

B . Inform ation:
A d r e s s a n te n  v o e r e n  a a n  d a t  “ d s  d e  H a a n  to c h  e ig e n l ijk  n i e t  g e s c h o rs t  is v a n w e g e  h e t  

w e ig e re n  o m  d e  D rie  F o r m u l ie r e n  v a n  E n ig h e id  te  o n d e r t e k e n e n ” , a ls  d o o r  A r t .  5 3

K .O  w o r d t  v e r e i s t ,  “ m a a r  v a n w e g e  h e t  ‘w e ig e r e n ’ o m  b e p a a ld e  b e lo f t e n  a f  te  leg g e n  

t e n  o v e r s ta a n  v a n  d e  z u s t e r k e r k e n ”  (p a g .4 ,  3 d e  a l in e a ) .

Considerations:
D e  S y n o d e  o v e rw e e g t  d a t  e r  e e n  s t r i jd ig h e id  tu s s e n  h e t  o n d e r te k e n e n  v a n  d e  D rie  

F o r m u l ie r e n  v a n  E n ig h e id  e n  h e t  a f le g g e n  v a n  d e  d o o r  h e t  D o r d t s e  O n d e r t e k e n in g s 

f o r m u l i e r  g e v ra a g d e  b e lo f t e n  z o u  b e s ta a n  in d ie n  h e t  a f le g g e n  v a n  d e z e  b e lo f t e n  v a n  

d e  D r ie  F o r m u l ie r e n  v a n  E n ig h e id  z o u  a fv o e re n  o f  a a n  d e z e  F o r m u l ie r e n  ie ts  w e z e n 

l i jk s  n ie u w s  z o u  to e v o e g e n .  B l i jk e n s  d e  i n h o u d  v a n  h e t  D o r d t s e  O n d e r t e k e n in g s 

f o r m u l ie r  is h e t  o m g e k e e r d e  h e t  g e v a l. D i t  f o r m u l ie r  b e v a t  e e n  v e rk la r in g  v a n  

in s te m m in g  m e t  d e  D rie  F o r m u l ie r e n ,  e e n  b e lo f t e  d e  le e r  in  d e  D r ie  F o r m u l ie r e n  

v e r v a t  n a a r s t ig  v o o r  te  s ta a n  e n  d e  d w a l in g e n  d ie  e r  te g e n  s t r i jd e n  te  w e r e n ,  d e  

v e r p l i c h t in g  o m  in  g e v a l v a n  tw i j f e l  te n  a a n z ie n  v a n  e n ig  s tu k  d e r  le e r  in  d e  D r ie  

F o r m u l ie r e n  v e r v a t ,  d i t  n i e t  te  v e r b r e id e n ,  m a a r  d a a r o v e r  k e r k e r a a d ,  c la ss is  o f  

s y n o d e  t e  l a te n  o o r d e le n ,  e n  e e n  b e lo f t e  o m  z ic h  b ij h e t  g e v e n  v a n  r e d e n e n  d a a r v o o r  

a a n  h e t  o n d e r z o e k  v a n  k e r k e r a a d ,  c la s s is  e n  s y n o d e  te  o n d e r w e r p e n ,  b e h o u d e n s  h e t  

r e c h t  v a n  a p p e l .  D e z e  v ie r  p u n t e n  b e t e k e n e n  n i e t  a n d e r s  d a n  e e n  b in d in g  a a n  d e  

D r ie  F o r m u l ie r e n  v a n  E n ig h e id  t e r  b e w a r in g  v a n  d e  e n ig h e id  d e s  g e lo o f s .

R ecom m endation:
O p  g r o n d  v a n  d e z e  o v e rw e g in g e n  w i js t  d e  S y n o d e  h e t  tw e e d e  b e z w a a r  v a n  a d r e s 

s a n te n  a f .

A D O P T E D
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C . Inform ation:
U it  h e t  g e h e le  s c h r i jv e n  b l i jk t  d a t  a p p e l l a n te n  e i  v o o r t s  g r o o t  b e z w a a r  te g e n  h e b b e n  

d a t  d e  S y n o d e  E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5 ,  h u n s  in z ie n s ,  A r t .  5 3  K .O  z o  u i t l e g t  “ d a t  d e  C lass is  

h a a r  e ig e n  r e c h t  h e e f t ,  n a a s t  d e  k e r k e r a a d ,  in  h a a r  h a n d e le n  m e t  p r e d i k a n t e n ”  

( p a g .5 ,  2 d e  a l in e a ) .

Consideration:
D e  S y n o d e  o v e rw e e g t  d a t  d e  S y n o d e  E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5  i n d e r d a a d  n a a r  A r t .  5 3  K .O . 

s p r e e k t  v a n  d e  b e v o e g d h e id  v a n  d e  C lass is , n a a s t  d ie  v a n  d e  k e r k e r a a d ,  t o t  s c h o r s in g  

v a n  p r e d ik a n te n  d ie  w e ig e re n  d e  D r ie  F o r m u l ie r e n  te  o n d e r te k e n e n  ( A c ta  A r t . 1 8 3 ,  

I I ,B ) ,  m a a r  d a t  z ij  n e rg e n s  s p r e e k t  v a n  e e n  e ig e n ,  d a t  is  e e n  o o r s p r o n k e l i j k  r e c h t  d e r  

C lass is . D e  b e v o e g d h e id  d e r  C la s s is ,  w a a rv a n  m a a r  n i e t  d e  S y n o d e  v a n  E d m o n t o n  

1 9 6 5  d o c h  A r t .  5 3  K .O . s p r e e k t ,  is  n i e t  e e n  o o r s p r o n k e l i j k  r e c h t ,  m a a r  e e n  r e c h t  

d a t  in  d e  s a m e n le v in g  d e r  k e r k e n  a a n  d e  C la ss is  d o o r  d e  b e v o e g d h e id  b e z i t t e n d e  

k e r k e r a d e n  is  v e r le e n d  t e r  b e w a r in g  v a n  d e  e n ig h e id  d e s  g e lo o f s  b in n e n  h e t  k e r k v e r 

b a n d .

R ecom m en dation :
O p  g r o n d  v a n  d e z e  o v e rw e g in g  w ijs t  d e  S y n o d e  o o k  d i t  b e z w a a r  v a n  a d r e s s a n te n  a f .

A D O P T E D

D. R ecom m en dation :
D e S y n o d e  b e s lu i t  a d r e s s a n te n  v a n  d e z e  u i t s p r a k e n  in  k e n n is  te  s te l le n .

ARTICLE 52
ADOPTED

The Chairman reads a communication (V,12) dated November 6th, 1968, from 
Deputies o f Die Vrye Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Afrika for Correspondence with 
Foreign Churches, expressing their best wishes to Synod.

Synod receives this letter with gratitude for the interest shown. The letter is refer
red to Committee I I I .  ARTICLE 53

Elder K. Stam requests Synod to sing Psalm 149:1, and leads in thanksgiving. 

EIGHTH SESSION -  FRIDAY NOVEMBER 15TH, 1968 

ARTICLE 54

The Chairman requests Synod to sing Psalm 98:1,4, reads Psalm 98, and leads in
prayer.

ARTICLE 55

Due to serious illness in his congregation, Rev. H. Scholten is not present.
This morning’s session is adjourned to give the advisory committees the opportun

ity to prepare their reports for Synod.

ARTICLE 56

The evening roll call indicates that all the delegates are present.
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A R T IC L E  5 7

R e g a rd in g  Translation H eidelberg Catechism , C o m m i t te e  II  p r e s e n ts :

M aterials:
a. R e p o r t ,1 ,9 ,  o f  D e p u t ie s ;

b .  O v e r t u r e , I I I ,3 1 ,  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  O ra n g e v i l le ,  O n t . ,  p r o p o s in g  t h a t  S y n o d  

a d o p t  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  m e n t i o n e d  in  th e  r e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s .

O bservations:
1. D e p u t ie s  h a v e  a d d u c e d  p r o o f s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  o f  th e  t r a n s la t io n s  m e n t i o n e d  is 

s u c h  an  im p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  th e  t e x t  p r e s e n t ly  in  u s e  a s  to  w a r r a n t  a d o p t i o n .

2 .  D e p u t ie s  h a v e  g iv e n  a  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  th e  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  e x a m 

i n a t io n  o f  v a r io u s  t r a n s la t io n s  a s  s e t  o u t  in  th e  m a n d a te  g iv e n  b y  S y n o d  

E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 .

Considerations:
1. I t  w i l l  b e  v e ry  d i f f ic u l t  to  f in d  w i th in  t h e  c h u r c h e s  p e r s o n s  w i th  th e s e  r e 

q u i r e d  q u a l i f i c a t io n s .

2 . A d o p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  t r a n s la t io n  a t  th is  t im e  m ig h t  b e  p r e m a tu r e  in  v ie w  o f  

work b e in g  d o n e  b y  o th e r s .

R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  a p p o in t  D e p u t ie s  w i th  th e  m a n d a te  to  b e  d i l ig e n t  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  a ll a s p e c t s

o f  a  n e w  t r a n s la t io n  a n d  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  th e  H e id e lb e rg  C a te c h is m  a n d  to  r e p o r t  t o

the churches in due time.
A R T IC L E  5 8  A D O P T E D

R e g a rd in g  D eclaration o f  A greem ent, C o m m i t te e  I I  p r e s e n t s :

Materials:
a . I l l , 3 ,3 b :  O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s ,  B .C .,  “ to  d e c id e  t h a t  th e  d e le g a te s  h a v e

t o  d e c la r e  t h a t  t h e y  a g re e  w ith  th e  T h re e  F o r m s  o f  U n i ty  b e f o re  t h e y  t a k e  s e s s io n ” .

b .  V ,5 :  C o m m u n ic a t io n  re  a . f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r r h e a d ,  A l ta .

Considerations:
A . R e  g r o u n d s  o f  S y n o d  H o m e w o o d  1 9 5 4 :

T h e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s  d o e s  n o t  r e la te  th e  g r o u n d  s t a te d  b y  S y n o d  H o m e w o o d

1 9 5 4  c o r r e c t ly .

B . R e  g r o u n d s  g iv e n  b y  th e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s :

1. T h a t  “ a p u b l ic  s t a te m e n t  o f  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  t h e  c o n f e s s io n  is n o t  a m e re  

f o r m a l i t y ” . T h a t  is n o t  a  r e a s o n  w h y  i t  s h o u ld  b e  i n t r o d u c e d .

2 . T h a t  “ th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  is th e  b r o a d e s t  a s s e m b ly  w h e re  m a t t e r s  p e r ta in in g  

t o  th e  c o n fe s s io n  a re  d e a l t  w i t h ” . F r o m  th is  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l lo w  t h a t  a  p u b l ic  

s t a te m e n t  o f  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  th e  c o n f e s s io n  m u s t  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  in o r d e r  to  

a s c e r ta in  th e  r e l ia b i l i ty  o f  th e  d e le g a te s .

3 . T h e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s  in c o r r e c t ly  s t a te s  t h a t  a  p u b l ic  d e c la r a t io n  o f  a g re e 

m e n t  w i th  th e  c o n fe s s io n  a t  a  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  is n e c e s s a ry  to  p r o v id e  “ a 

p o s s ib i l i ty  to  d i r e c t ly  a p p r o a c h  a  d e le g a te  w h o  h a s  g iv e n  s e r io u s  r e a s o n s  o f  

d o u b t  . . . r e g a rd in g  h is  c o n c u r r e n c e  w i th  th e  c o n f e s s io n ” .

4 .  T o  d e m a n d  s u c h  a n  e x p re s s  a g r e e m e n t  b y  th e  d e le g a te s  a t  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  

d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  “ o p e n  d e c l a r a t io n ”  b y  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h e s  “ o v e r  a g a in s t  th e  o u t s id e  w o r l d ” .
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R  ecom m endation:
N o t  to  a c t  u p o n  th e  p r o p o s a l  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s .

G r o u n d :  T h e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s  h a s  n o t  g iv en  c o n c lu s iv e  g r o u n d s  w h y  th e  d e c is io n  o f  

th e  S y n o d  H o m e w o o d - C a r m a n  1 9 5 4 ,  n a m e ly  t h a t  th e  d e le g a te s  sh a ll  n o t  b e  d e 

m a n d e d  t o  e x p r e s s  th e i r  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  th e  c o n f e s s io n  a t  S y n o d ,  s h o u ld  b e  

c h a n g e d .

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N  A D O P T E D

A R T I C L E  5 9

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e m in d s  th e  b r e th r e n  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  d e c is io n  

m e n t i o n e d  u n d e r  A r t .  1 0 , S y n o d  sh a l l  r e s u m e  i t s  m e e t in g s  o n  M o n d a y  N o v e m b e r  1 8 th ,  a t  

9 .0 0  a .m .

A R T I C L E  6 0

E ld e r  H . O o s te r v e ld  i n f o r m s  S y n o d  t h a t  h e  n o  lo n g e r  h a s  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  as a  

d e le g a te .

H e  s p e a k s  a  f e w  w o r d s  o f  a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  th e  c o - o p e r a t io n ,  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  

1 :1 -4 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .

NINTH SESSION -  MONDAY NOVEMBER 18TH, 1968

A R T I C L E  61

T h e  C h a i r m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  th e  s in g in g  o f  P s a lm  1 4 5 : 1 ,5 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  1 4 5 ,  a n d  

le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g  a n d  s u p p l ic a t io n .

A R T IC L E  6 2

T h e  ro l l  c a l l  i n d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  e ld e r s  H . B o u w m a n  a n d  J .  K u ik  h a v e  n o t  y e t  a r r iv e d  

T h e  a l t e r n a t e  d e le g a te  o f  e ld e r  H . O o s te r v e ld ,  e ld e r  G .  D e B o e r ,  is n o t  y e t  p r e s e n t .

A R T IC L E  6 3

T h e  A c ts  o f  th e  F i f t h  t o  th e  E ig h th  S e s s io n  in c lu s iv e  a re  r e a d  a n d  a p p r o v e d .

A R T IC L E  6 4

S y n o d  d e c id e s  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  w ill  t a k e  c a re  o f  th e  P re ss  R e le a s e .  (S e e  A r t .  1 8 5 )

A R T IC L E  6 5

T h e  a f te r n o o n  ro l l  ca ll re v e a ls  t h a t  a ll  th e  d e le g a te s  a re  p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  th e  a l t e rn a te  

d e le g a te  e ld e r  G . D e B o e r .

I t  is  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  a l t e r n a t e  d e le g a te  e ld e r  N . B ro n s e m a ,  G r a n d  R a p id s ,  M ich , 

w ill b e  a  m e m b e r  o f  S y n o d  u n t i l  e ld e r  G . D e B o e r  w ill b e  a b le  t o  a t t e n d .
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A R T IC L E  6 6

S y n o d  d e a ls  w i th  th e  r e p o r t  o f  a d v is o ry  C o m m i t te e  I I I  c o n c e r n in g  th e  M in ority  
R e p o r t  ( 1 ,1 2 )  s u b m i t t e d  t o  S y n o d  b y  M r. P . V a n d e r s c h a a f  a s  o n e  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s  f o r  

Correspondence w ith  Foreign Churches.
T h e  d is c u s s io n  w ill be  c o n t in u e d .  ( A r t .  7 3 )

A R T IC L E  6 7

E ld e r  S. T u in ir ig a  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  H y m n  1 5 :1 ,2 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .  

T E N T H  S E S S IO N  -  T U E S D A Y  N O V E M B E R  1 9 T H , 1 9 6 8  

A R T IC L E  6 8

S y n o d  sin g s  P s a lm  1 2 8 :1 ,3 .  T h e  C h a irm a n  re a d s  P s a lm  1 2 8 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  p r a y e r .

T h e  ro l l  c a l l  i n d ic a te s  t h a t  a ll th e  d e le g a te s  a re  p r e s e n t .

A R T IC L E  6 9

T h e  m o r n in g  is u s e d  f o r  th e  p r e p a r a to r y  w o r k  o f  th e  a d v is o ry  c o m m i t te e s .

A R T IC L E  7 0

T h e  a f t e r n o o n  ro ll  c a l l  r e v e a ls  t h a t  R e v .  G . V a n D o o r e n  is r e p la c e d  b y  R e v . D . 

V a n d e r B o o m .

A R T I C L E  71

C o m m i t te e  II  o n  th e  Training fo r  the M in istry  p r e s e n t s  a  r e p o r t  ( S u p p le m e n t  5 ) o n  th e

fo l lo w in g

M aterials:
a . R e p o r t  D e p u ty  G o v e r n o r s ,  1 ,1 0 . ( S u p p le m e n t  3 )

b . R e p o r t  L ib r a r y  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e ,  1 ,1 1 .

c . F in a n c ia l  R e p o r t ,  1 ,1 3 . ( S u p p le m e n t  4 )

d .  A u d i t o r s ’ R e p o r t ,  1 ,1 3 a .

e . O v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  H a m il to n ,  O n t . ,  111,36 (S e e  a ls o  A r t .  1 7 0 )

f. O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B u r l in g to n ,  O n t . ,  111,37 (S e e  a lso  A r t .  1 7 1 )

g. R e q u e s t  R e v . L . S e l le s ,  IV , 1.

h .  R e q u e s t  R e v s . F .  K o u w e n h o v e n ,  W . L o o p s t r a ,  D . V a n d e r B o o m ,  I V ,6 .

i. R e q u e s t  o f  th e  C h u rc h  a t  L o n d o n ,  O n t . ,  IV , 12 (S e e  a ls o  A r t .  1 7 1 ) .

j .  R e q u e s t  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l ta ,  I V , 13 (S e e  a lso  A r t .  1 7 0 )
k .  N o m in a t io n  G o v e r n o r s ,  V ,2 .

l .  N o m in a t io n  G o v e r n o r s ,  V ,7 .

T h e  d is c u s s io n  w ill b e  c o n t in u e d  to - m o r r o w  ( A r t . 7 7 ,  7 8 ) .
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A R T IC L E  7 2

T h e  e v e n in g  r o l l  c a ll  re v e a ls  t h a t  e ld e r  N . B ro n s e m a  is  r e p la c e d  b y  e ld e r  G . D e B o e r ,  

R i c h m o n d  H ill ,  O n t .

R e v . G . V a n D o o r e n  is p r e s e n t  a g a in .

A R T I C L E  7 3

T h e  d is c u s s io n  o n  th e  r e p o r t  o f  C o m m i t te e  I I I  ( A r t .  6 6 )  is  c o n t i n u e d .  (S e e  A r t .

1 7 3 )

A R T IC L E  7 4

R e v . H . S c h o l tc n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  1 1 1 :4 ,5 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .  

ELEVENTH SESSION WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 20TH, 1968

A R T IC L E  7 5

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  7 1 : 1 ,2 ,3 ,  r e a d s  s o m e  v e r s e s  o f  P s a lm  

7 1 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  p r a y e r .

A R T IC L E  7 6

E ld e r  J .  K u ik  is c o n g r a t u la t e d  b y  S y n o d  o n  h is  b i r th d a y  in  a  p r o p e r  w a y .

A R T IC L E  7 7

T h e  d is c u s s io n  o n  th e  Training f o r  the M in istry  ( A r t .  7 1 )  is c o n t in u e d .  S y n o d  g r a n ts  

th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  th e  f lo o r  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  a n d  S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s .

A R T IC L E  7 8

S y n o d  d e c id e s  in  p r in c ip le  t o  a p p o in t  p r o f e s s o r s  f o r  t h e  T ra in in g  f o r  th e  M in is t ry  

(S e e  A r t .  9 1 , 9 2 ) .

A R T IC L E  7 9

C o m m i t te e  I I I  o n  C orrespondence w ith  Foreign Churches p r e s e n t s  ( S u p p le m e n t  

6 -A )  ( s e e  a ls o  A r t .  1 1 0 )

1. M aterials:
a . R e p o r t  1 ,1 2 a , s ig n e d  b y  R e v . H . S c h o l te n  a n d  M r. C . O u w e r s lo o t ;

b . R e p o r t  1 ,1 2 b ,  s ig n e d  b y  M r. P . V a n d e r S c h a a f ;

c . R e q u e s t  I V ,8  f r o m  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o re ig n  C h u r c h e s  o f  

“ D e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e rk e n  in  N e d e r l a n d ” .
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2 . R e :  a  c h a n g e  o f  A r t ic le  7 0  o f  th e  C h u r c h  O rd e r  o f  th e  F re e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  o f  

A u s t r a l ia ,  w h ic h  a r t i c le  n o w  re a d s :  “ D e  K e r k e r a d e n  z u l le n  t o e z ie n  d a t  d e  h u w e l i jk s 

b e v e s tig in g  v o o r  d e  G e m e e n te  v a n  C h r is tu s ,  o f  d e  h u w e l i jk s s lu i t in g  m e t  a p p r o b a t ie  

v a n  d e  G e m e e n te  v a n  C h r i s tu s ,  z u l le n  g e s c h ie d e n  v o lg e n s  d e  r e s p e c t ie v e  f o r m u l ie r e n  

d a a rv a n  z i j n d e ” .

R ecom m endation:
S y n o d  d e c la re  t h a t  th e  c h a n g e  in  A r t ic le  7 0  C .O . o f  th e  F re e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  o f  

A u s tr a l ia  is  n o  re a s o n  w h y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th e s e  C h u r c h e s  s h o u ld  b e  d i s c o n 

t in u e d .

G r o u n d :  T h is  c h a n g e  d o e s  n o t  c a u s e  th e s e  C h u rc h e s  to  d e v ia te  f r o m  th e  R e f o r m e d  

C o n f e s s io n  in  d o c t r i n e ,  l i t u r g y ,  c h u r c h  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  d is c ip l in e  ( R u le s  f o r  C o r 

r e s p o n d e n c e ,  A c ts  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  H a m il to n ,  1 9 6 2 ,  A r t .  1 3 9 ,  s u b  a ) .

A D O P T E D

3. a  .R ecom m en da tion :
S y n o d  d e c id e  n o t  to  g r a n t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  F r e e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  o f  A u s tr a l ia  

t o  re c e iv e  a s  m a n y  c o p ie s  o f  th e  A c ts  o f  G e n e ra l  S y n o d s  a s  th e r e  a re  lo c a l  C h u rc h e s .  

G r o u n d :  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  C h u r c h e s  a b r o a d  is c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  m e a n s  o f  

D e p u t ie s  o f  G e n e ra l  S y n o d s .

A D O P T E D
b .  R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  d e c id e  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  A c ts  o f  G e n e r a l  S y n o d s  to  b e  s e n t  to  s is te r-  

c h u r c h e s  a b r o a d ,  b e  e q u a l  to  th e  n u m b e r  o f  D e p u t ie s  o f  th o s e  C h u r c h e s  p lu s  o n e  

c o p y  f o r  t h e i r  a rc h iv e s .

G r o u n d :  T o  h a v e  a g o o d  c o n t a c t  w i th  D e p u t ie s  a b r o a d  i t  is  a d v is a b le  t h a t  e a c h  o f  

t h e m  h a v e  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  A c ts  o f  G e n e ra l  S y n o d s .

A D O P T E D

4 . R e : th e  r e q u e s t s  c o n ta in e d  in  A r t ic le  1 8 8 ,  p a g e  2 1 0 ,  s u b  c  a n d  d ,  o f  th e  “ A c ta  v a n  

d e  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e n  v a n  d e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e rk e n  in  N e d e r l a n d ”  1 9 6 7 .  

R ecom m endation :
S y n o d  d e c id e  to  r e m in d  i ts  C o m m i t te e s  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  

F o re ig n  s i s t c r c h u r c h e s  c o n s is t s  in  k e e p in g  th e m  p o s t e d  c o n c e r n in g  c o n ta c t s  a n d  

p ro g re s s  in  c o n ta c t s  w i th  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s  ( b y  s e n d in g  r e p o r t s ) .

G r o u n d :  O n e  o f  th e  ru le s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is “ T o  r e n d e r  a c c o u n t  t o  e a c h  o th e r  

in  c a se  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  a  t h i r d  p a r t y ”  ( A c t s  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  

H o m e w o o d - C a r m a n  1 9 5 8 , A r t .  5 6 ,  s u b  6 ;  A c ts  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  H a m il to n  

1 9 6 2 ,  A r t .  1 3 9 ,  e ) .

A D O P T E D

5 . R e :  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  “ D e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in  N e d e r l a n d ”  w i th  t h e  “ P re s 

b y te r i a n  K o r y o  - P a ”  in  K o re a .

R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  d e c id e  to  c h a rg e  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o r e ig n  C h u r c h e s  to  

in f o r m  “ D e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e rk e n  in  N e d e r l a n d ”  t h a t  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h e s  r e g re t  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s a t i s f a c to r i ly  in f o r m e d  a b o u t  th e  i n te n t io n  

o f  th e  D u tc h  s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  t o  s t a r t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  a  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  in
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K o r e a  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  sa m e  ru le s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a g re e d  u p o n  b e tw e e n  th e m  a n d  

u s ,  a n d  to  r e q u e s t  “ D e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in  N e d e r l a n d ”  t o  p r o v id e  a s  y e t  fu l l  

i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  r e la t i o n s h ip  w i th  th is  K o r e a n  C h u r c h .
G r o u n d :  T h is  i n f o r m a t io n  w a s  a g re e d  u p o n  b y  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  ru le s  f o r  c o r 

r e s p o n d e n c e  ( A c ts  H o m e w o o d - C a r m a n  1 9 5 8 ,  A r t ,  5 6 ,  s u b  6 ;  A c ts  G e n e r a l  

S y n o d  H a m il to n  1 9 6 2 ,  A r t .  1 3 9 ,  e ) .

A D O P T E D

6 . R e :  R u le s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o r e ig n  C h u rc h e s .

R  ecom m endations:
a . S y n o d  d e c id e  n o t  to  c o m p ly  w i th  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  in  

( A u s t r a l ia  a n d )  th e  N e th e r la n d s ,  n o r  t o  a d o p t  th e  o v e r tu r e  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s  f o r  

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o r e ig n  C h u r c h e s ,  Le. t o  r e p la c e  th e  e x is t in g  ru le  fo r  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s u b  c ,  A r t i c le  1 3 9  A c ts  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  H a m il to n  1 9 6 2  ( “ T o  

in f o r m  e a c h  o t h e r . . .  )  b y :  “ h e t  p le g e n  v a n  v o o r a fg a a n d  o v e r le g ” .

b .  S y n o d  d e c la r e  t h a t  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  a re  fu l ly  w il lin g  t o  b in d  

th e m s e lv e s  b y  th e  p r o m is e  c o n ta i n e d  in  th is  “  v o o r a fg a a n d  o v e r le g ”  w h e n e v e r  

a  c h a n g e  in  th e  T h re e  F o r m s  o f  U n i ty  is  d e e m e d  n e c e s s a ry .

Grounds:
a . T h e  e x is t in g  ru le s  p r o v id e  s u f f i c ie n t  s a f e g u a rd s  f o r  m a in t a in in g  th e  u n i t y  o f  

f a i t h  w i t h  c h u r c h e s  a b r o a d ;

b .  t h e y  s e rv e  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w e ll;

c .  n o  n e w  a r g u m e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  w h ic h  h a v e  n o t  a l r e a d y  b e e n  

h e a r d  b y  p r e v io u s  S y n o d s ;

d .  t h e  p r o p o s e d  n e w  r u le  c o u ld  r e s u l t  in  s u c h  a  c o m p l i c a te d  in te r - r e la t io n s h ip  as 

t o  h a m p e r  c h u r c h  life  in  m a n y  c a se s .

A D O P T E D

7. R ecom m en dation :
T h e  r e p o r t  o f  C o m m i t te e  I I I  b e  p u b l i s h e d  w i th  th e  A c ts .  ( S u p p le m e n t  6 -A )

A D O P T E D

8 . R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  r e m in d  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  C h u rc h e s  A b r o a d  o f  th e  m a n d a te  

g iv e n  b y  S y n o d  H o m e w o o d - C a r m a n  1 9 5 8 , A r t .  9 5 ,  su b  9 ,  to  i n f o r m  th e  C h u r c h e s  

f r o m  t im e  t o  t im e  a b o u t  t h a t  w h ic h  is  o f  i n te r e s t  in  th e i r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th e  

s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  a b r o a d .

G r o u n d s :

a. In  th is  w a y  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e s e  D e p u t ie s  m a y  b e  e x p e c te d  t o  b e c o m e  a liv in g  
r e p o r t ;

b .  t h i s  w ill  p r o m o te  a  liv in g  r a p p o r t  b e tw e e n  o u r  C h u r c h e s  a n d  th o s e  a b r o a d .

A D O P T E D
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A R T IC L E  8 0

R e g a rd in g  F orm s f o r  “E xcom m unication  M em bers b y  B a p tism ”  C o m m i t te e  IV  
p r e s e n t s :

M aterials:
a . R e p o r t  1 ,4  o f  D e p u t ie s ;

b .  O v e r tu r e  I I I ,8 o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C o a ld a le ,  A l t a ,  to  a d o p t  F o r m s  m e n t i o n e d  in

a .;

c . O v e r tu r e  I I I ,9  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  C a r m a n ,  M a n .,  t o  a d o p t  F o r m s  m e n t i o n e d  in

a .

R  ecom m endations:
1. S y n o d  a d o p t  th e  f o l lo w in g  fo rm s :

F O R M S  F O R  P U B L IC  A N N O U N C E M E N T  R E G A R D IN G  M E M B E R S  W H O , 

H A V IN G  N O T  Y E T  M A D E  P R O F E S S IO N  O F  F A I T H ,  A R E  L IV IN G  IN  

D IS O B E D IE N C E

A. Public A dm on ition
T h e  c o n s i s to r y ,  h a v in g  ta k e n  th e  a d v ic e  o f  c la s s is , h a s  th e  s a d  d u t y  o f  i n f o r m in g  th e  

c o n g r e g a t io n ,  t h a t  N ,  b y  b a p t i s m  in g r a f te d  i n to  th e  C h r i s t ia n  C h u r c h ,  in  s p i te  o f  

c o n t in u a l  e a r n e s t  a d m o n i t io n s  o b s t in a t e ly  p e r s is t s  in  th e  s in  o f . . .

U n le s s  h e /s h e  w i th in  . . . s h o w s  r e p e n ta n c e  a n d  a m e n d m e n t  o f  l i f e ,  th e  c o n s i s to r y  

w ill  b e  o b l ig e d  to  e x c lu d e  th is  b r o t h e r / s i s t e r  f r o m  th e  c o m m u n io n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  

b e c a u s e  o f  h i s /h e r  w il fu l  d i s o b e d ie n c e  t o  th e  c o v e n a n t  o f  G o d .

T h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  is e x h o r te d  to  a d m o n is h  th is  a v e rse  m e m b e r  w i th  a f f e c t io n  a n d  to  

p r a y  th e  L O R D  f o r  h i s / h e r  c o n v e r s io n .

B. E xcom m unication
T h e  c o n s i s to r y  h a d  th e  sa d  d u t y  o f  in f o r m in g  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  t h a t  N , b y  b a p t i s m  

in g r a f t e d  i n to  t h e  C h r is t ia n  C h u r c h ,  in  sp i te  o f  c o n t in u a l  e a r n e s t  a d m o n i t io n s ,  

o b s t i n a t e ly  p e r s i s t e d  in  th e  sin  o f  . . . ,a n d  t h a t  th e  c o n s i s to r y  w o u ld  b e  o b l ig e d  to  

e x c lu d e  th is  b r o t h e r / s i s t e r  f r o m  th e  c o m m u n io n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  u n le s s  h e /s h e  w o u ld  

s h o w  r e p e n ta n c e  a n d  a m e n d m e n t  o f  life .

T h e  c o n s i s to r y  m u s t  n o w  in f o r m  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  t h a t  N ,  in  s p i te  o f  m a n y  e a r n e s t  

a d m o n i t io n s ,  o b s t i n a t e ly  d e n ie s  th e  c o m m u n io n  w i th  C h r is t  a n d  H is  C h u r c h ,  w h ic h  

w a s  s ig n if ie d  a n d  s e a le d  u n t o  h im /h e r  in H o ly  B a p tis m .

T h e r e f o r e ,  b e in g  o b l ig e d  to  p r o c e e d ,  w e  m in i s te r s  a n d  ru le r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  o f  G o d  

a t  t h i s  p la c e ,  b e in g  a s s e m b le d  in  th e  N a m e  a n d  a u th o r i t y  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  o u r  L o r d ,  

d e c la r e  b e f o re  y o u  a ll t h a t  f o r  th e  a f o re s a id  r e a s o n s  w e  h e r e b y  e x c o m m u n ic a t e  N  

f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  o f  o u r  L o r d  a n d  t h a t ,  as lo n g  a s  h e /s h e  p e r s is t s  o b s t in a t e ly  a n d  

i m p e n i te n t ly  in  h i s /h e r  s in s , h e /s h e  is e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th e  fe l lo w s h ip  o f  C h r i s t  a n d  a ll 

H is  s p i r i tu a l  b le s s in g s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  w h ic h  G o d  p r o m is e s  t o  a n d  b e s to w s  u p o n  H is 

C h u r c h ;  a n d  t h a t  h e /s h e  is t h e r e f o r e  to  b e  a c c o u n te d  b y  y o u  a s  a  g e n ti le  a n d  a  

p u b l ic a n ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  C h r is t ,  w h o  sa y s  t h a t  w h a t s o e v e r  H is  m in is 

t e r s  sh a ll  b in d  o n  e a r t h  sh a ll  b e  b o u n d  in  h e a v e n .
F u r t h e r  w e  e x h o r t  y o u ,  b e lo v e d  C h r is t ia n s ,  to  k e e p  n o  c o m p a n y  w i th  h im /h e r  to  

th e  e n d  t h a t  h e /s h e  m a y  b e  a s h a m e d ;  y e t  c o u n t  h i m / h e r  n o t  f o r  a n  e n e m y ,  b u t  a t  

t im e s  a d m o n is h  h im /h e r  as y o u  w o u ld  a b r o th e r / s i s t e r .

I n  th e  m e a n t im e ,  t a k e  h e e d  le s t  th e r e  b e  in  a n y  o f  y o u  a n  ev il h e a r t  o f  u n b e l i e f  in  

d e p a r t in g  f r o m  th e  liv in g  G o d  ( H e b r .3 :1 2 ) .  “ C h i ld r e n ,  o b e y  y o u r  p a r e n t s  in  th e
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L o r d ,  f o r  th is  is  r ig h t .  H o n o u r  t h y  f a th e r  a n d  t h y  m o th e r  - w h ic h  is  t h e  f i r s t  

c o m m a n d m e n t  w i th  a  p r o m is e  - t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  w e ll w i th  th e e  a n d  t h o u  m a y e s t  liv e  

lo n g  o n  th e  e a r t h .  Y e  f a th e r s ,  p r o v o k e  n o t  y o u r  c h i ld r e n  to  w r a t h ,  b u t  b r in g  th e m  

u p  in  t h e  n u r t u r e  a n d  a d m o n i t io n  o f  t h e  L o r d ”  ( E p h . 6 : 1 -4 ).

“ Y e  y o u n g e r ,  s u b m i t  y o u r s e lv e s  t o  t h e  e ld e r ”  ( I  P e t e r  5 : 5 ) .  “ L o v e  n o t  th e  w o r ld ,  

n e i t h e r  t h e  th in g s  t h a t  a re  in  th e  w o r ld .  I f  a n y  m a n  lo v e  th e  w o r ld ,  t h e  lo v e  o f  th e  

F a t h e r  is  n o t  in  h im .  F o r  a ll t h a t  is  in  th e  w o r ld ,  t h e  l u s t  o f  th e  f le s h ,  a n d  th e  lu s t  

o f  t h e  e y e s ,  a n d  th e  p r id e  o f  l i f e ,  is  n o t  o f  t h e  F a t h e r ,  b u t  is  o f  th e  w o r ld .  A n d  th e  

w o r ld  p a s s e th  a w a y ,  a n d  th e  lu s t  t h e r e o f ;  b u t  h e  t h a t  d o e th  t h e  w il l  o f  G o d  a b id e th  

f o r  e v e r ”  ( I  J o h n  2 :1 5 - 1 7 ) .

B u t  s in c e  i t  is  G o d  w h o  w o r k s  in  u s  b o t h  t o  w ill  a n d  t o  w o r k ,  f o r  H is  g o o d  p le a s u r e ,  

l e t  u s  c a ll  u p o n  H is  h o ly  N a m e  w i th  c o n f e s s io n  o f  o u r  s in s :

0  r ig h te o u s  G o d ,  m e r c i f u l  F a t h e r ,  b e f o re  t h y  h ig h  m a je s ty  w e  b la m e  o u rs e lv e s  f o r  

o u r  s in s , a n d  a c k n o w le d g e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  j u s t l y  d e s e rv e d  th e  s o r r o w  a n d  p a in  c a u s e d  

u s  b y  th i s  e x c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  th is  o u r  l a t e  f e l lo w - m e m b e r ;  y e a ,  i f  T h o u  s h o u ld s t  

e n t e r  i n to  j u d g m e n t  w i th  u s ,  w e  a ll d e se rv e  to  b e  e x c lu d e d  a n d  b a n is h e d  f r o m  th y  

p r e s e n c e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  o u r  g r e a t  t r a n s g re s s io n .  B u t ,  o  L o r d ,  b e  g r a c io u s  u n t o  u s  f o r  

C h r i s t ’s s a k e ;  fo rg iv e  u s  o u r  t r e s p a s s e s ,  f o r  w e  h e a r t i ly  r e p e n t  o f  t h e m ;  a n d  w o r k  in  

o u r  h e a r t s  a n  e v e r  in c r e a s in g  m e a s u re  o f  s o r r o w  f o r  t h e m ,  t h a t  w e ,  f e a r in g  th y  

ju d g m e n t  w h ic h  t h o u  b r in g e s t  u p o n  th e  s t i f f - n e c k e d ,  m a y  e n d e a v o u r  t o  p le a s e  

T h e e .  G r a n t  t h a t  w e  m a y  a v o id  a ll p o l lu t i o n  o f ' th e  w o r ld  a n d  o f  th o s e  w h o  a re  

e x c lu d e d  f r o m  th e  c o m m u n io n  o f  th e  C h u r c h ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  m a y  n o t  m a k e  

o u rs e lv e s  p a r ta k e r s  o f  t h e i r  s in s ,  a n d  t h a t  h e /s h e  w h o  is e x c o m m u n ic a t e d  m a y  

b e c o m e  a s h a m e d  o f  h i s / h e r  s in s .

A n d  s in c e  T h o u  d e s i r e s t  n o t  th e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  s in n e r ,  b u t  t h a t  h e  m a y  r e p e n t  a n d  

liv e , a n d  s in c e  th e  b o s o m  o f  t h y  C h u r c h  is a lw a y s  o p e n  f o r  th o s e  w h o  r e tu r n ,  k in d le  

T h o u ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  in  o u r  h e a r t s  a  g o d ly  z e a l ,  t h a t  w e ,  w i th  g o o d  C h r is t ia n  a d m o n 

i t i o n s  a n d  e x a m p le ,  m a y  s e e k  to  b r in g  b a c k  th is  e x c o m m u n ic a t e d  p e r s o n ,  t o g e t h e r  

w i th  a ll th o s e  w h o  th r o u g h  u n b e l i e f  a n d  re c k le s s n e s s  o f  l ife  g o  a s t r a y .  A d d  th y  

b le s s in g  t o  o u r  a d m o n i t io n s ,  t h a t  w e t h e r e b y  m a y  h a v e  r e a s o n  to  r e jo ic e  a g a in  in 

th e m  f o r  w h o m  w e  m u s t  n o w  m o u r n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h u s  t h y  h o ly  N a m e  m a y  b e  p r a is e d ,  

t h r o u g h  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  w h o  h a s  t a u g h t  u s  to  p r a y :

O u r  F a t h e r  w h o  a r t  in  h e a v e n ,

H a l lo w e d  b e  t h y  N a m e ;

T h y  k in g d o m  c o m e ;

T h y  w ill  b e  d o n e ,  a s  in  h e a v e n ,  so  o n  e a r th .

G iv e  u s  th is  d a y  o u r  d a ily  b r e a d ;

A n d  fo rg iv e  u s  o u r  d e b ts ,  as w e  a lso  h a v e  fo rg iv e n  o u r  d e b to r s ;

A n d  b r in g  u s  n o t  i n t o  t e m p t a t i o n ,  b u t  d e liv e r  u s  f r o m  th e  ev il o n e .

F o r  th in e  is  th e  k in g d o m ,  a n d  th e  p o w e r ,  a n d  th e  g lo ry ,  f o r  e v e r .
A m e n .

A D O P T E D

S y n o d ,  h a v in g  r e a d  th e  o v e r tu r e s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s  a t  C a rm a n  a n d  C o a ld a le ,  d e c id e

a . t o  f o r w a r d  r e p o r t s  a n d  d e c is io n s  r e g a rd in g  th e s e  F o r m s  t o  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o r 

r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o r e ig n  C h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  F re e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  o f  

A u s t r a l ia ,  w i th  th e  r e q u e s t  t o  b r in g  th e m  b e f o re  t h e i r  f o r th c o m in g  S y n o d  a n d  

t o  r e c o m m e n d  a d o p t io n  o f  th e s e  F o r m s ,  in  so  f a r  a s  th is  is  p o s s ib le  f o r  t h e m ;

b .  t o  h a v e  th e s e  F o r m s  in s e r te d  i n to  a  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e .
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3 . S y n o d  t h a n k  D e p u t ie s  f o r  th e  w o r k  d o n e  f o r  th e  C h u rc h e s .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  81

R e v . H . A . S te l  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  P s a lm  2 5 : 4 ,5 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .  

T W E L F T H  S E S S IO N  -  T H U R S D A Y  N O V E M B E R  2 1 S T ,  1 9 6 8  

A R T I C L E  8 2

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  8 6 : 1 ,2 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  8 6 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  
p r a y e r .

A R T I C L E  8 3

T h e  m o r n in g  a n d  a f te r n o o n  a re  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a to r y  w o r k  o f  th e  a d v is o ry  

C o m m it te e s .
A R T IC L E  8 4

8 7 ) .

S y n o d  d e a ls  w i th  a  r e p o r t  o f  C o m m i t te e  IV  c o n c e r n in g  the B ook  o f  Praise (S e e  A r t .

A R T I C L E  8 5

R e v . L . S e lle s  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  4 2 : 1 ,3 , 5 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .  

T H I R T E E N T H  S E S S IO N  -  F R I D A Y  N O V E M B E R  2 2 N D ,  1 9 6 8  

A R T IC L E  8 6

T h e  C h a i r m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  1 8 :1 ,2 ,3 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  1 8 :1 - 1 7 ,  a n d  

le a d s  in  p r a y e r .  A R T IC L E  8 7

R e g a rd in g  th e  B ook  o f  Praise C o m m it te e  IV  p r e s e n ts :

(S e e  S u p p le m e n t  9 . )

M aterials:
a . 1 ,5 , R e p o r t  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s  f o r  a n  E n g lis h  C a lv in is t ic  P s a l t e r ;  ( S u p p le m e n t

7 )
F in a n c ia l  S t a t e m e n t ;  ( S u p p le m e n t  8 )b . 1 ,1 5 ,

c. 1 ,1 6 , A u d i t o r s ’ R e p o r t  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B r a m p to n ,  O n t . ;

d . 111,2, O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u rc h  a t  S m i th e r s ,  B .C .;

e. 111,12, O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C o a ld a le ,  A l ta ;
f. 111,14, O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  T o r o n t o ,  O n t . ;

g- H I ,1 9 , O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r r h e a d ,  A l ta ;
h . 1 1 1 ,2 7 (3 ) O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n t a r io ,  p lu s  A p p e n d ix ;

i. I V ,5 , R e q u e s t  o f  D e p u t ie s  f o r  a n  E n g lis h  C a lv in is t ic  P s a l t e r ;

j- I V , 1 0 , R e q u e s t  o f  M r. W . G r i f f io e n ,  W il lo w d a le ,  O n t . ;

k . V ,9 , R e p o r t  o f  a C o m m i t te e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l ta .
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R ecom m endations:
S y n o d  d e c id e

1. t o  e x p r e s s  th a n k s  t o  D e p u t ie s ,  th e  P u b l ic a t io n  C o m m i t te e ,  a n d  M r . J .  J .  K n e g t ,  

R o c k w o o d ,  O n t . ,  f o r  th e  w o r k  d o n e  f o r  t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  a n d  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  an  

E n g lis h  C a lv in is t ic  P s a l t e r ,  a n d  to  t h a n k  c o n t r i b u t o r s  f o r  th e i r  s h a re .

A D O P T E D

2 .  t o  d is c h a rg e  D e p u t ie s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  th e  f in a n c e s  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra ise  

d u r in g  t h e  p e r io d  M a rc h  1 9 6 5  — O c to b e r  1 9 6 8 ,  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  t h e  A u d i t o r s ’ r e p o r t  

f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  B r a m p to n .

A D O P T E D

3 . t o  r e m in d  D e p u t ie s  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t io n  g iv e n  b y  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n ,  1 9 6 5 ,  

A r t .  1 9 2 ,5 ,  a n d  t o  p r o v id e  n e x t  S y n o d  w i th  a f in a n c ia l  s t a te m e n t  c o v e r in g  th e  

p e r io d  1 9 6 2  -  F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 5 .

A D O P T E D

4 . t o  t h a n k  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B r a m p to n  f o r  th e  a u d i t in g  o f  th e  b o o k s  o f  D e p u t ie s .

A D O P T E D

5 . t o  a p p o in t  a g a in  s ix  D e p u t ie s ,

A D O P T E D

6 . t o  f o r w a r d  t o  D e p u t ie s  th e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  C h a th a m ,  (a s  “ A p p e n d i x ” ) 

a d d e d  t o  t h e  O v e r tu r e  1 1 1 ,2 7 (3 ), a n d  th e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  

E d m o n t o n ,  a d d e d  t o  c o m m u n ic a t io n  V ,9 .

A D O P T E D

7 . t o  g iv e  d e p u t i e s  th e  f o l lo w in g  m a n d a te :

a . t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  r e p o r t s  m e n t i o n e d ,  a n d  th e  c r i t ic i s m  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  in  th e

o v e r tu r e s  a n d  r e q u e s t s ;

A D O P T E D

b .  t o  d e le te  f r o m  a  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e :

1. t h o s e  r h y m e d  v e r s io n s  w h ic h  l a c k  th e  c lo s e  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  th e  

S c r ip tu r e - te x t  a n d  th o s e  w h ic h  l a c k  th e  s im p lic i ty  a n d  c la r i ty  o f  e x p r e s 

s io n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  so n g s  o f  th e  c o v e n a n t ,  i f  r e v is io n  is  n o t  p o s s ib le ;

A D O P T E D

2 . t h o s e  h y m n s  w h ic h  a re  n o t  th o r o u g h ly  s c r ip tu r a l  in  c o n te n t s ;

A D O P T E D

3 . t h o s e  t u n e s  w h ic h  a re  n o t  c o n s id e r e d  c o n d u c iv e  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  

s in g in g  o f  th e  c o v e n a n t  p e o p le ,  n a m e ly :  “ th e  p r a is e  o f  t h e  L o r d ” .

A D O P T E D

c . t o  c o n t in u e  th e  w o r k  o f  p r e v io u s  d e p u t i e s  in  s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t

1. th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  P s a lm -s e c t io n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e  h a v e  f i r s t  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  D e p u t ie s ;
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2 . a s  t a r  as th e  h y m n - s e c t io n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra ise  is c o n c e r n e d ,  th e  

d e c is io n  o f  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 2 ,3 d ,  be  r e m e m b e r e d ,  “ th a t  

D e p u t ie s  a re  a u th o r i z e d  to  in c lu d e  in  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e ,  b e s id e  th e  

P s a lm s  a lso  h y m n s  t h a t  a re  s c r ip tu r a l ,  p r e f e r a b ly  rh y m in g s  o f  p a r t s  o f  

S c r i p t u r e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  o f  p o e t i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  w h ic h  a re  c o n s id e r e d  

s u i t a b l e ” .

A D O P T E D

d .  t o  g ive  p r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  G e n e v a n  t u n e s  a s  m e lo d ie s  fo r  th e  r h y m e d  P s a lm s ,  

w i th  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d in g :

1. t h a t  id e n t ic a l  t u n e s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  P s a lm s  b e  a v o id e d  as m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le ;

A D O P T E D

2 . t h a t  th o s e  tu n e s  w h ic h  a re  h a r d  t o  s in g  b e  r e p la c e d  b y  o t h e r  m e lo d ie s  

o f  “ p r ic e le s s  v a lu e ” .

A D O P T E D

e. to  c o n t in u e  th e  c o n ta c t  w i th  “ D e p u t ie s  f o r  a  C h u r c h b o o k  in  t h e  E n g lish  

la n g u a g e ”  o f  t h e  F r e e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  o f  A u s tr a l ia .

A D O P T E D

f. t o  a v a il  th e m s e lv e s  o f  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  a  P u b l i c a t io n  C o m m i t te e  w h ic h  sh a ll  

w o r k  u n d e r  t h e  a u th o r i t y  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  a n d ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  o f  a  p a id  s e c r e ta r y .

A D O P T E D
g. t o  c o n c lu d e  r e a s o n a b le  c o n t r a c t s  w i th  c o n t r i b u t o r s .

A D O P T E D

h . t o  s u b m i t  a f in a n c ia l  r e p o r t  to  n e x t  S y n o d .

A D O P T E D

i. t o  r e q u e s t  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e ,  i f  n e e d e d ,  d i r e c t ly  f r o m  th e  C h u rc h e s .

A D O P T E D
j .  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  n e x t  S y n o d  a b o u t  th e i r  a c t iv i t ie s ,  a n d  t o  f o r w a r d  a  c o p y  o f  

t h e i r  r e p o r t  t o  th e  C h u r c h e s  a t  th e  p r o p e r  t im e .

A D O P T E D
k . t o  s e t  a s  t a r g e t  d a te  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  c o m p le te  B o o k  o f  P ra is e  th e  

y e a r  in  w h ic h  th e  n e x t  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  w ill  b e  c o n v e n e d .

A D O P T E D

l. t o  m a k e  su re  t h a t  t h e  C re e d s ,  th e  L i tu rg ic a l  F o r m s ,  a n d  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  a re  

i n c lu d e d  in  th e  n e x t  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra ise .

A D O P T E D

8 . t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  B r a m p to n  t o  a u d i t  th e  f in a n c ia l  r e c o r d s  o f  D e p u t ie s  f o r  a n  

E n g lis h  C a lv in is t ic  P s a l t e r  a n d  to  r e p o r t  t o  n e x t  S y n o d .

A D O P T E D

9 . t o  u rg e  t h e  C h u r c h e s  to  s h o w  th e i r  i n te r e s t  in  th e  w o r k  o f  D e p u t ie s  b y  p r e s e n t in g  

th e m  w i th  th e i r  c o n s t r u c t iv e  c r i t ic i s m .

A D O P T E D

1 0 . t h a t  t h e  R e p o r t s  o f  D e p u t ie s  a n d  th e  C o m m i t te e  b e  p u b l i s h e d  w i th  th e  A c ts .  

( S u p p le m e n t  7 , 8 , 9 . )

3 0

A D O P T E D



E ld e r  J .  V a n d e r V e e n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  P s a lm  6 2 : 1 ,4 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  t h a n k s 

g iv in g .

S y n o d  a d jo u r n s  t i l l  S a tu r d a y  m o r n in g  9 .0 0  a .m .

F O U R T E E N T H  S E S S IO N  -  S A T U R D A Y  N O V E M B E R  2 3 R D ,  1 9 6 8

A R T IC L E  8 9

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  P s a lm  2 5 : 1 ,2 ,3 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  2 5 ,  a n d  le a d s  in 

p r a y e r .

A R T IC L E  9 0

T h e  ro l l  c a ll  re v e a ls  t h a t  e ld e r  J .  V a n d e r v e e n  is a b s e n t .  H e is r e p la c e d  b y  e ld e r  N . 

B ro n s e m a .

A R T I C L E  91

S y n o d  d e c id e s  t o  a d o p t  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f  C o m m i t te e  I I  o n  th e  

Training f o r  the M in istry  ( c o m p a r e  A r t .  7 1 ,  7 8 ) :

a . t o  e x p r e s s  i ts  a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  b y  th e  G o v e r n o r s ;

b .  t o  a p p o in t  a g a in  six  G o v e r n o r s  a n d  a l t e r n a t e  g o v e rn o rs ;

c . t o  a u th o r i z e  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  t o  f o r w a r d  to  th e  D e p u t ie s  f o r  th e  T r a in in g  fo r  

t h e  M in is t r y  o f  fo re ig n  s i s te r - c h u r c h e s  s u c h  d e c is io n s  as m a y  b e  r e q u e s t e d  b y  

th o s e  D e p u t ie s ;

d .  t o  d e c id e  to  c h a rg e  th e  G o v e r n o r s  t o  c o n t in u e  th e i r  in v e s t ig a t io n s  i n to  a n d  

th e i r  e f f o r t s  to w a r d s  i n c o r p o r a t io n  o f  o u r  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e ;

e . t o  m a k e  a v a ila b le  f o r  th e  L ib r a r y  a n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 2 ,5 0 0 .0 0  p e r  y e a r .

A R T IC L E  9 2

F u r t h e r  d is c u s s io n  o n  th e  Training fo r  the M in istry  r e s u l ts  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  

d e c is io n :

S y n o d  d e c id e s  to  in f o r m  th e  G o v e r n o r s  f o r  th e  T r a in in g  f o r  t h e  M in is t ry  a b o u t  i ts  

d e c is io n  t o  a p p o in t  p ro f e s s o r s  ( A r t i c le  7 8 ) ,  a n d  t o  r e q u e s t  th e  G o v e r n o r s  to  m e e t  a s  s o o n  

a s  p o s s ib le ,  a n d  se rv e  S y n o d  w i th  a d v ic e  c o n c e rn in g :

a . th e  n u m b e r  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  t o  b e  a p p o in t e d ,  tw o  o r  t h r e e ;

b .  w h o m  t o  a p p o in t  a s  p r o f e s s o r s ;

c . th e  d is c ip l in e s  t o  b e  t a u g h t  b y  th e s e  p r o f e s s o r s ;

d . h o w  th e  r e m a in in g  d is c ip l in e s  a re  t o  b e  d iv id e d  a m o n g  l e c tu r e r s ;

e . w h o m  t o  a p p o in t  a s  l e c tu r e r s ;

f. w h e re  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  is t o  b e  lo c a te d ;

g. t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  a  F in a n c ia l  C o m m i t te e  o f  fiv e  t o  se rv e  u n d e r  th e  a u s p ic e s  o f  th e  

B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a n d  to  a d v ise  th e  B o a r d  in  all n o n -a c a d e m ic  m a t t e r s  p e r ta in in g  

to  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  a n d  o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  C o lle g e .

(S e e  A r t .  9 6 - 1 0 0 ,1 1 7 )
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ARTICLE 93

Synod adjourns till Monday 9.00 a.m.
Rev. M. van Beveren requests Synod to sing Psalm 25:10, and leads in thanksgiving. 

FIFTEENTH SESSION -  MONDAY NOVEMBER 25TH, 1968 

ARTICLE 94

The Chairman requests Synod to sing Psalm 5:1,5,9,10, reads Psalm 5, and leads in 
prayer.

ARTICLE 95

The roll call indicates that Rev. G. VanDooren is replaced by Rev. D. VanderBoom.

ARTICLE 96

In order to give the Board o f Governors the opportunity to meet (see Art. 92), 
Synod adjourns till 7.00 p.m.

ARTICLE 97

The evening roll call indicates that all the delegates are present. Rev. D. 
VanderBoom, Secretary of the Board o f Governors, receives the privilege of the floor.

ARTICLE 98

Synod decides to meet in executive session to deal with a confidential report of the 
Board of Governors (Art. 92 ,105 ,115).

ARTICLE 99

Executive session.

ARTICLE 100

Synod decides to appoint three professors for the Training fo r the M inistry on the 
following grounds:

1. to provide the Churches with a scholarly sound training for the Ministry, 
three professors should be appointed for the three major disciplines, namely: 
Systematic Theology, Exegesis Old Testament, and Exegesis New Testament.

2. The cost involved does not differ considerably whether two professors are 
appointed or three.
(Art. 118)
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A R T I C L E  101

E ld e r  G .  D e B o e r  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  H y m n  1 4 : 1 ,5 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  p r a y e r .  

SIXTEENTH SESSION -  TUESDAY NOVEMBER 26TH, 1968 

A R T I C L E  1 0 2

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  1 1 9 : 2 ,3 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  1 1 9 :1 - 8 ,  a n d  

le a d s  in  p r a y e r .

A R T I C L E  1 0 3  

T h e  ro l l  c a l l  in d ic a te s  t h a t  a ll  t h e  d e le g a te s  a re  p r e s e n t .

A R T IC L E  1 0 4

S y n o d  g r a n ts  t h e  p r iv ile g e  o f  t h e  f l o o r  t o  R e v .  W . L o o p s t r a  a n d  R e v .  D . 

V a n d e r B o o m ,  P r e s id e n t  a n d  S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

A R T IC L E  1 0 5

S y n o d  d e c id e s  t o  m e e t  in  e x e c u t iv e  s e s s io n ,  in  o r d e r  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  a d v is o ry  

r e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  ( A c ts  A r t .  9 8 ) .

N o  d e c is io n s  a re  m a d e .

A R T I C L E  1 0 6

T h e  C h a i r m a n  c a l ls  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  ro l l .  E ld e r  H . B o u w m a n  h a d  t o  b e  t a k e n  t o  

h o s p i t a l .  H e  is  r e p la c e d  b y  e ld e r  N . B ro n s e m a .

A R T IC L E  1 0 7

S y n o d  a g a in  d e c id e s  t o  m e e t  in  e x e c u t iv e  se s s io n .

A R T IC L E  1 0 8

E x e c u t iv e  s e s s io n .

A R T IC L E  1 0 9

C o m m i t te e  I I  o n  C olloquium  D octu m  p r e s e n ts :

/. Materials:
1. O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C lo v e rd a le ,  B .C .,  I I I ,  1 1 ;

2 .  O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r rh e a d ,  A l ta ,  I I I ,  1 6 ;

3 . O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  W in n ip e g , M a n .,  I l l ,  3 0 .
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II. O bservations:
T h e  m a te r ia l  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  a p p e a l  a g a in s t  a  d e c is io n  m a d e  b y  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  o f  

E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ,  A c ts  A r t .  3 9 ,B ,4 6 .

a . T h e  a p p e a l  is b a s e d  o n  th e  a s s e r t io n  t h a t  n o  r e q u e s t  f r o m  a n y  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s  

o r  a s s e m b lie s  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  S y n o d  f o r  th is  p r o n o u n c e m e n t .

b .  I t  is f u r t h e r  a s s e r te d  t h a t  i t  is in  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  a d o p te d  ru le s  fo r  c o r r e s p o n 

d e n c e  w i th  fo r e ig n  c h u r c h e s  ( S y n o d  1 9 5 8 ,  A r t . 5 6 ,2 ;  S y n o d  1 9 6 2 , A r t .  

1 3 9 ,D ).

c . A n d  f in a l ly  t h a t  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  d id  n o t  s t a te  th e  r e a s o n  fo r  a col
loquium  d o c tu m , n o r  d id  i t  s e t  a  s t a n d a r d  w h ic h  is to  b e  m e t .

III. R e: O bservation a.
1 Considerations:

G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  h a d  t o  d e a l  w i th  tw o  r e q u e s t s  t o  e s ta b l i s h  “ g e n e ra l  

o r d in a n c e s ”  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  th e  c a ll in g  o f  a m in i s te r  f r o m  o u ts id e  th e  

C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  a n d  f r o m  o u ts id e  th e  C h u r c h e s  w i th  w h ic h  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is m a in ta in e d .

A r t .  5 o f  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  s t a te s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  c a ll in g  o f  m in i s te r s  

f r o m  o u ts id e  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s  t h a t  th is  sh a ll  b e  d o n e  “ w ith  

d u e  o b s e rv a n c e  . . o f  th e  g e n e ra l  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  o r d in a n c e s  fo r  th e  e lig ib il i ty  o f  

t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s e rv e d  o u t s id e  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s ” . I t  d o e s  n o t  

d i f f e r e n t i a te  b e tw e e n  C h u r c h e s  w i th  w h ic h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is m a in t a in e d  a n d  

o th e r s .

T h a t  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  m a d e  a d i s t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  c a te g o r ie s  o f  m in i s te r s  

h e r e ,  is in  lin e  w i th  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  fo re ig n  c h u r c h e s .

2. Conclusion:
S y n o d  1 9 6 5  a c t e d  w i th in  i ts  p ro v in c e  a n d  w i th in  th e  b o n d s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  

O r d e r  w h e n  m a k in g  a  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  a lso  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  e l ig ib i l i ty  o f  

m in i s te r s  f r o m  f o re ig n  c h u r c h e s  w i th  w h ic h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is m a in t a in e d ,  

n o w  t h a t  r e q u e s t s  t o  e s ta b l i s h  g e n e ra l  o r d in a n c e s  w e re  o n  i ts  t a b le .  IV.

IV. R e: O bservations b. and c.
1. O bservations:

T o  th e  ru le  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  th e  o v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C lo v e rd a le  (G e n e ra l  

S y n o d  1 9 5 8 ,  A r t .  5 6 ,2 )  a n o th e r  ru le  w a s  a d d e d  b y  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1 9 6 2 , 

w h ic h  c o m b in e d  th e  tw o  (se e  A c ts ,  A r t .  1 3 9 ,d ) .  I t  n o w  r e a d s ,  “ T o  a c c e p t  

e a c h  o t h e r ’s a t t e s t a t i o n s  a n d  t o  a d m i t  e a c h  o t h e r ’s m in i s te r s  to  c o n d u c t  

C h u r c h  se rv ic e s , t o  p r e a c h  th e  W o rd ,  a n d  to  a d m in i s te r  th e  s a c r a m e n t s ” . T h e  

C h u r c h  a t  C lo v e rd a le  r e f e r s  t o  th e  f i r s t  p o i n t ,  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r r h e a d  t o  th e  

l a t t e r .

2. Considerations:
W h ile  th is  l a t t e r  p a r t  d e a ls  w i th  th e  a d m i t t a n c e  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ’s m in i s te r s  t o  

c o n d u c t  C h u r c h  s e rv ic e s , it d o e s  n o t  s t a te  a n y th in g  re g a rd in g  th e  e l ig ib i l i ty  o f  

a  m in i s t e r  f r o m  f o re ig n  c h u r c h e s  f o r ,  a n d  th e i r  a d m i t t a n c e  i n t o ,  t h e  m in i s t r y  

o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s .
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T h e  o v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  C lo v e rd a le  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  d id  n o t  

s t a te  th e  r e a s o n  w h y  a  m in i s te r  c a l le d  f r o m  fo re ig n  c h u r c h e s  w i th  w h ic h  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is  m a in t a in e d  h a s  to  s u b m it  t o  a  colloquium  doctu m  d e a l in g  

e s p e c ia l ly  w i th  th e  R e f o r m e d  d o c t r in e  a n d  C h u rc h  p o l i t y ,  n o r  s e t  a s t a n d a r d  

w h ic h  is to  b e  m e t .  F r o m  th e  q u e s t io n s  I l i a  a n d  I l l b  in  th is  o v e r tu r e  i t  

a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  C o n s is to r y  is th in k in g  o f  s o m e  s o r t  o f  a n  a c a d e m ic  e x a m in a 

t io n .  I t  is  t o  be  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  th e  w o r d  “d octu m  ”  is  m is le a d in g  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  

a n d  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e t t e r  i f  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  h a d  e m p lo y e d  th e  w o r d  

“co llo q u iu m ” a lo n e ,  w h ic h  is a n  a d e q u a te  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  e x a m in a t io n  

i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S y n o d  1 9 6 5 .

W ith  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ’s a t t e s t a t i o n s  i t  is t o  b e  re 

m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  a d m i t t a n c e  o f  a  m in i s te r  f r o m  fo re ig n  c h u r c h e s  i n to  th e  

m in i s t r y  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  is  e n t i r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  

a c c e p t in g  m e m b e r s  o f  fo r e ig n  c h u r c h e s  i n to  th e  c o m m u n i ty  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o n  

th e  b a s is  o f  a n  a t t e s t a t i o n .

T h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  d o  n o t  h a v e ,  n o r  h a v e  th e y  e v e r  h a d ,  a n y  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  t r a in in g  o f  m in i s te r s  in  fo re ig n  c h u r c h e s  o r  o v e r  th e i r  a d 

m is s io n  in to  th e  m in i s t r y  o f  th o s e  c h u r c h e s .  T h e r e f o r e  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  d o e s  n o t  

q u e s t io n  a t t e s t a t i o n s  f r o m  fo re ig n  c h u r c h e s  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  w h ic h  th e i r  

m e m b e r s  a re  re c e iv e d  i n to  th e  c o m m u n i ty  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h e s .  I t  m e r e ly  e s ta b l i s h e d  a  m e a n s  f o r  th e  C h u r c h e s  t o  a s c e r ta in  p r i o r  to  

a d m i t t a n c e  o f  a  m in i s te r  f r o m  f o re ig n  c h u r c h e s  t o  th e  m in i s t r y  o f  th e  

C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  w h e th e r  h e  a d h e re s  to  th e  r e f o r m e d  d o c t r in e  

a n d  C h u r c h  p o l i t y .

3. Conclusion:
B y e s ta b l i s h in g  th e  ru le  t h a t  m in i s te r s  f r o m  fo re ig n  c h u r c h e s  w i th  w h ic h  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is m a in t a in e d  sh a ll h a v e  to  s u b m i t  t o  a colloquium  doctum  
p r io r  to  a d m i t ta n c e  i n to  th e  m in i s t r y  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  as 

p a r t  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  o r d in a n c e s  m e n t io n e d  in  A r t .  5 o f  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r ,  

S y n o d  1 9 6 5  d id  n o t  c o m e  i n to  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  a d o p te d  ru le s  f o r  c o r r e s p o n 

d e n c e  w i th  fo r e ig n  c h u rc h e s .

V. R ecom m endations:
a . S y n o d  d e c id e  n o t  to  c o m p ly  w i th  th e  r e q u e s t s  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s  a t  B a r r h e a d ,  

C lo v e rd a le ,  a n d  W in n ip e g  t o  a b r o g a te  th e  d e c is io n  o f  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  o f  

E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 4  B.

b . S y n o d  d e c id e ,  in  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  t o  d e le te  t h e  w o r d  

“d octu m
A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  1 1 0

C o m m i t te e  I I I  o n  C orrespondence w ith  Foreign Churches p r e s e n t s  (se e  a ls o  A r t .

7 9 ) :

M aterials:
a . M a jo r i ty  R e p o r t ,  1 ,1 2 a ,  p p .  5 -7 ;

b .  C o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  M r. P . V a n d e r S c h a a f ,  1 ,12 b .
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Recommendations:
Synod decide
1. that, before guest ministers from sister churches abroad are invited to preach. 

Deputies for Correspondence with Foreign Churches be asked to provide 
information whether they are ministers in good standing;

2. that the colloquium  with a minister called from abroad, be conducted by the 
classis concerned.

Ground: the rules for Correspondence with Foreign Churches provide desirable and 
sufficient safeguard for the churches.

ADOPTED

ARTICLE 111

Committee II on Quotum fo r the Training fo r the M inistry presents:
Materials:
a. Overture of the Church at Burlington, Ont., Ill, 25;
b. Overture of the Church at Orangeville, Ont., Ill, 23.
Concluding consideration:
Since the Training for the Ministry is a matter of the Churches in common, it is beyond 
doubt that Synod Edmonton 1965 did not lord it over the Churches when it decided to 
set the contribution for the Training for the Ministry at $7.00 per confessing member. 
Though it is regrettable that Synod Edmonton 1965 did not give a reason for this 
decision, it is clear from the series of decisions taken that larger contributions by the 
Churches were necessary (Acts General Synod 1965, Art. 199, sub 4).
Recommendation:
Synod do not grant the requests contained in the overtures of the Churches at Burlington 
and Orangeville.

ADOPTED
Rev. G. VanDooren does not vote according to Article 33 of the Church Order.

ARTICLE 112

Rev. G. VanDooren requests Synod to sing Hymn 19:1,3, and leads in supplication and 
thanksgiving.

SEVENTEENTH SESSION -  WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 27TH, 1968

ARTICLE 113

The Chairman requests Synod to sing Psalm 90:1,2,16,17, reads Psalm 90, and leads 
in prayer.

ARTICLE 114

Rev. W. Loopstra, President of the Board of Governors, receives the privilege of the
floor.
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ARTICLE 115

Synod decides to meet in executive session to deal with the advisory report o f the 
Board of Governors (Art. 92).

Executive Session.

ARTICLE 116 

ARTICLE 117

The Board of Governors presents the following:
a. The Board of Governors decided to advise Synod preferably to choose the city of 

Guelph, Ontario, as the location for our Theological College.
Grounds:
a. It is a city with a steadily expanding University;
b. Information received shows that there are possibilities for purchasing an ad

equate estate;
c. University Library is within reach for daily use for the students.

ADOPTED
b. Synod decide to appoint a Committee of Administration of five members (see Art. 

120,132,1,11).
ADOPTED

c. Synod decide to most honourably discharge Mr. H. Leffers, Coaldale, Alta, a; 
Treasurer of the Governors, and to forward to Mr. H. Leffers a letter of apprecia
tion for his work done during several years, (see Art. 132,1,2a)

ADOPTED

ARTICLE 118

The Chairman announces that for the Training fo r the Ministry Synod has 
appointed

Professor of Systematic Theology (Dogmatics, Symbology, Apologetics, Modem 
Theology, Ethics, Philosophy):
Rev. J. T. VanPopta, Cloverdale, B.C.;

Professor of Old Testament (Hebrew, Exegesis, Canon, Hermeneutics, Historia Rev- 
elationis, Archeology, Biblical Geography and Historia Sacra):
Rev. Drs. J. Faber, Rotterdam, The Netherlands;

Professor of New Testament (New Testament Greek, Exegesis, Canon, Herm
eneutics, Historia Sacra, Historia Revelationis):
Rev. L. Selles, Chatham, Ont.;

Lecturer on Church History, Church Polity:
Rev. H. Scholtten, M. Th., Smithville, Ont.;

Lecturer on Pastoral Theology (Homiletics, Catechetics, Poimenics, Liturgy, Dia- 
conal Subjects and Elenctics):
Rev. G. VanDooren, M. Th., Burlington, Ont.
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A R T IC L E  1 1 9

T h e  C h a irm a n  e x p re s s e s  S y n o d ’s g r a t i t u d e  t h a t  th e s e  a p p o in t m e n t s  c o u ld  b e  m a d e .  

I t  is  a  h i s to r ic  m o m e n t ,  m a r k in g ,  a s  w e  h o p e  a n d  p r a y ,  th e  s t a r t  o f  a  fu l l - f le d g e d  

T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e . I t  c a n  n o t  b e  d e n ie d  t h a t  a  c o n s id e r a b le  b u r d e n  is  la id  u p o n  th e  

C h u r c h e s .  I f  w e  o n ly  e x p la in ,  th e  m e m b e r s  w il l  d e f in i t e ly  r a l ly  t o  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th is  

d e c is io n .  M a y  th e  L o r d  r e s to r e  th e  a p p o in t e e  th e  R e v . J .  T .  V a n P o p ta ,  w h o  s t i l l  is 

s e r io u s ly  ill.

M a y  th e  L o r d  e s ta b l i s h  th e  w o r k  o f  o u r  h a n d s  u p o n  u s ,  P s a lm  9 0 .

A R T IC L E  1 2 0

S y n o d  d e c id e s  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  f o r  a n  a d v is o ry  r e p o r t  o n

a . S la te  o f  n a m e s  f o r  a  C o m m i t te e  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n ,  a n d  a n  in s t r u c t i o n  f o r  th is  

C o m m i t te e ;

b .  A d v ic e  o n  t h e  d a te  o f  o p e n in g  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e ;

c . T h e  t e r m  t o  b e  g r a n te d  t o  th e  a p p o in t e e s  in  w h ic h  to  c o n s id e r  t h e i r  

a p p o in t m e n t ;

d . I n f o r m a t io n  t o  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  th e  a p p o in t e e s  c o n c e r n in g  d is c ip l in e  to  be  

t a u g h t ,  s a la r y ,  e tc . ;

e .  M a t te r s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  b u d g e t ;

f. A  d r a f t  f o r  a  l e t t e r  t o  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s  c o n c e r n 

in g  th e  d e c is io n s  r e g a rd in g  th e  T r a in in g  f o r  th e  M in is t ry .

(S e e  A r t .  1 3 0 -1 3 2 )

A R T IC L E  121

T h e  A c ts  o f  th e  N in th  t o  th e  E le v e n th  S e s s io n  in c lu s iv e  a re  r e a d  a n d  a d o p te d .

A R T IC L E  1 2 2

S y n o d  d e a ls  w i th  a  r e p o r t  o f  C o m m i t te e  I I I  o n  th e  C on tact w ith  the Christian 
R efo rm ed  Church.

T h e  d is c u s s io n  w ill  b e  c o n t i n u e d  ( A r t .  1 3 4 ) .

A R T IC L E  1 2 3

S y n o d  re c e iv e s  a  m e s sa g e  t h a t  R e v . D rs .  J .  F a b e r  w ill  a r r iv e  a t  T o r o n to  D e o  V o le n te  

to - m o r r o w  n ig h t  a t  1 8 .3 0 .

A R T IC L E  1 2 4

E ld e r  N . B ro n s e m a  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  4 3 : 3 ,5 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  p r a y e r .
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EIGHTEENTH SESSION -  THURSDAY NOVEMBER 28TH, 1968

A R T IC L E  1 2 5

T h e  C h a irm a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  P s a lm  4 4 : 1 ,3 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  4 4 ,  a n d  le a d s  in
p r a y e r .

A R T IC L E  1 2 6

T h e  m o r n in g  is u s e d  fo r  m e e t in g s  o f  t h e  a d v is o ry  c o m m i t t e e s .

A R T IC L E  1 2 7

T h e  a f te r n o o n  ro l l  c a ll  i n d ic a te s  t h a t  a ll th e  d e le g a te s  a re  p r e s e n t .

A R T IC L E  1 2 8

I n c o m in g  m a i l  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s ,  B .C .,  f r o m  s o m e  b r e th r e n  a t  S m ith -  

v ille , O n t . ,  a n d  f r o m  a  b r o t h e r  a t  K in g s to n ,  O n t . ,  c a n n o t  b e  d e a l t  w i th ,  s in c e  th e s e  

c o m m u n ic a t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  re c e iv e d  a f t e r  th e  d a te  s e t  in  A r t i c le  2 1 .

A R T IC L E  1 2 9

R e v . W . L o o p s t r a  a n d  R e v . D . V a n d e r B o o m ,  P r e s id e n t  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B o a rd  

o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  re c e iv e  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  t h e  f lo o r .

A R T IC L E  1 3 0

S y n o d  d e c id e s  to  m e e t  in  e x e c u t iv e  s e s s io n  in  o r d e r  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  a d v is o ry  r e p o r t  

o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  m e n t i o n e d  in  A r t .  1 2 0 .

A R T IC L E  131

E x e c u t iv e  S e ss io n A R T IC L E  1 3 2

I .  1. S y n o d  d e c id e s  t o  a p p o in t  a s  m e m b e r s  o f  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  ( A r t .

1 2 0 )  M e ss rs . A . J. H o r d i jk ,  B u r l in g to n ,  O n t . ,  J. M e d e m b l ik ,  G u e lp h ,  O n t . ,  A .

H . O o s te r h o f f ,  T o r o n to ,  O n t . ,  A . L . V a n d e r H o u t ,  H a m i l to n ,  O n t . ,  M . 

V a n G r o o th e e s t ,  F e rg u s ,  O n t .

2 . T h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  s u b m i ts  th e  f o l lo w in g  ( A r t .  1 2 0 ) :

R ecom m endations:
a . S y n o d  a p p o in t  M r. C . L in d h o u t ,  L o n d o n ,  O n t . ,  a s  t r e a s u r e r  in  t h e  p la c e  

o f  M r . H . L e f f e r s ,  C o a ld a le ,  A l ta  ( A r t .  1 1 7 ,c).

A D O P T E D

b . S y n o d  a d o p t  a s  n a m e  f o r  th is  c o m m i t t e e :

“ C o m m i t te e  o f  A d m i n is t r a t io n ” .
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II. The Board considered the matter of a temporary mandate for the present situation, 
and of a general mandate.
Recommendation:
Synod approve of the following instructions for the Committee o f Administration:
1. For the time being a general mandate shall be given to the Committee:

a. To serve the Board with suggestions and advice on all non-academic 
matters pertaining to the establishment and the maintenance of the 
Theological College.

b. To execute the decisions of the Board of Governors on these matters.
2. The Committee of Administration shall:

a. Choose from their midst a chairman, a clerk, and a bookkeeper.
b. Advise the Board of Governors re: purchasing an estate suitable for the 

Theological College on the following conditions:
1. Purchase price should be well within the limits of the funds avail

able at present.
2. The location must be close to a University with appropriate 

Library facilities.
3. The location must be chosen in Southern Ontario, preferably in 

the city of Guelph.
ADOPTED

III. Recommendation:
Synod set the opening date of the Theological College on the second Wednesday in 
September, i.e. September 10th, 1969.

ADOPTED

iy . Recommendation:
Synod set as ultimate date of decision for the appointed Staff members Wednesday 
December 18th, 1968, being three weeks after their appointment.
As to Rev. Drs. J. Faber, Synod set a date after he has met with Synod and the 
Board of Governors (see Art. 161).

ADOPTED

V. Recommendation:
a. Synod decide on the date when contributions should commence, and accept 

the proposal of the Board of Governors:
January 1st, 1969.

b. The Committee of Administration shall inform the Churches about this 
decision.

ADOPTED

40



V I . R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  a d o p t  th e  f o l lo w in g  B u d g e t:

R e m u n e r a t io n  P ro fe s s o r s  ( 3 )  $ 2 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0

D w e llin g  P ro fe s s o r s  4 ,5 0 0 .0 0

S u p e r a n n u a t io n  F u n d  1 ,9 5 0 .0 0

L e c tu r e r s  2 ,4 0 0 .0 0

T ra v e l  E x p e n s e s  L e c tu r e r s  8 0 0 .0 0

B u ild in g s  4 ,0 0 0 .0 0

L ib r a r y  2 ,5 0 0 .0 0

C a r e ta k e r  2 ,0 0 0 .0 0

E x p e n s e s  m e e t in g s  G o v e r n o r s  1 ,0 0 0 .0 0

A d m in is t r a t io n  1 ,0 0 0 .0 0

S u n d r ie s  8 5 0 .0 0

T o ta l  a m o u n t  $ 4 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0

T h is  m e a n s  a  c o n t r i b u t io n  o f  a p p r o x im a te ly  $ 1 4 .0 0  p e r  c o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r  p e r  

y e a r .

A D O P T E D

V II. R ecom m endations:
1. S y n o d  a sk  th e  G o v e r n o r s  to  in f o r m  th e  C h u r c h e s  w h ic h  a re  s e rv e d  b y  th e  

a p p o in t e d  S t a f f  m e m b e r s  a b o u t  th e  a p p o in tm e n t s .

2 .  S y n o d  give t h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e rn o r s  th e  r ig h t  to  i n s t r u c t  th e  C o m m i t te e  o f  

A d m in is t r a t io n  t o  k e e p  a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  in  a  r e s e rv e  f u n d .

A D O P T E D

V II I .  a . T h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  i n f o r m s  S y n o d  t h a t  t h e  m a n d a te  t o  i n f o r m  th e

a p p o in t e d  S t a f f  m e m b e r s  c o n c e r n in g  d is c ip l in e s ,  s a la ry ,  e tc .  ( A r t . l 2 0 , d )  h a s  

b e e n  f u l f i l le d .  T h e  f o l lo w in g  in f o r m a t io n  h a s  b e e n  c o n v e y e d  to  

Professors: S a la ry :  $ 7 ,0 0 0 .0 0  p e r  y e a r  to  b e  p a id  m o n th l y .  D w e ll in g  w ill  b e  

p r o v id e d ,  o r  $ 1 ,5 0 0 .0 0  w ill  b e  a l lo w e d .  R e t i r e m e n t  p ro v is io n s  w il l  b e  

t a k e n  c a re  o f .

Lecturers:  S a la ry :  $ 1 ,2 0 0 .0 0  p e r  y e a r  t o  b e  p a id  m o n th l y .  T ra v e l  e x p e n s e s :  

8 c  p e r  m ile ,  

b .  T h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  r e c o m m e n d s :

1. S y n o d  d e c id e  to  g r a n t  e a c h  o f  th e  p ro f e s s o r s  a n d  l e c tu r e r s  th e  p r iv ile g e  

o f  b u y in g  b o o k s ,  a f t e r  c o n s u l ta t io n  w i th  t h e  L ib r a r ia n ,  t o  a n  a m o u n t  o f  

$ 5 0 0 .0 0  p e r  y e a r  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  th e s e  b o o k s  sh a ll  r e m a in  th e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  C o lle g e .

A D O P T E D
2 . S y n o d  a d o p t  t h e  fo l lo w in g :

The professors and lecturers are expected to enter upon their office by 
April the 1st, 1969.
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A R T IC L E  1 3 3

T h e  A c ts  o f  th e  T w e l f th  t o  th e  F i f t e e n t h  S e s s io n  in c lu s iv e  a re  r e a d  a n d  a d o p te d ,  A r t .  9 9  

(E x e c u t iv e  S e s s io n )  e x c e p te d .

A R T IC L E  1 3 4

C o m m it te e  I I I  o n  C on tac t w ith  the Christian R e fo rm ed  Church presents: (See 
S u pp lem en t 10)
M aterials:
a . R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i th  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  1 ,3 ;

b . S u p p le m e n t  t o  th is  r e p o r t ,  1 ,3 b ;

c . L e t t e r  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B u r l in g to n ,  O n t . ,  V ,6 ;

d .  O v e r tu r e  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  W in n ip e g ,  M a n .,  111,22;

e . O v e r tu r e  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l ta ,  I I I , 6 ;

f. O v e r tu r e  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B r a m p to n ,  O n t . ,  111,33;

g. O v e r tu r e  f r o m  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  O n ta r io  1 9 6 8 ,  I I I , 2 7 , s u b  1;

h .  R e q u e s t  f r o m  M r. E . W it t e n ,  B u r l in g to n ,  O n t . ,  IV , 7 .

R ecom m en dation s:
I .  ( R e :  R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  a d  I I I ,  p p .5 - 7 ,  o n  th e  T h re e  F o r m s  o f  U n i ty )

S y n o d  ta k e  n o te  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  th e r e  is  a  s l ig h t  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  e d i t i o n  o f  

t h e  t e x t  o f  A r t .  3 6  o f  th e  B e lg ic  C o n f e s s io n ,  t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  a n d  

th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s  h a v e  a d o p te d  th e  sa m e  T h re e  F o r m s  o f  U n i ty ,  

a n d  t h a t  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  in  e d i t i o n  is n o t  a n  o b s ta c le  f o r  th e  u n i ty  b e tw e e n  b o t h  

C h u r c h e s .

A D O P T E D
I I .  ( R e :  R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  a d  IV , p p .7 - 1 9 ,  o n  th e  C o n c lu s io n s  o f  U t r e c h t  1 9 0 5 / 1 9 0 8 )  

S y n o d  ta k e  n o te  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  m a n d a te  o f  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5  a s  t o  T h e  

C o n c lu s io n s  o f  U t r e c h t  ( 1 9 0 5 / 1 9 0 8 )  a n d  a n  o f f ic ia l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e m  

( C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  S y n o d  1 9 6 2 ) ,  h a s  b e e n  c o m p le te d  a n d  r e s u l te d  in  th e  r e m o v a l  

o f  t h i s  o b s ta c le  f o r  u n i ty  b y  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h .

A D O P T E D
I I I .  ( R e :  R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  a d  V , p p . 2 0 -2 3  o n  th e  T h re e  P o in t s  o f  K a la m a z o o  1 9 2 4 )  

S y n o d  ta k e  n o te  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  D e p u t ie s  a p p o in t e d  b y  S y n o d  E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5  

h a v e  c o m p le te d  t h e i r  m a n d a te  as t o  th e  d e liv e ra n c e s  o n  C o m m o n  G ra c e  ‘ 1 9 2 4 ’, 

w i th  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  th e  o b s ta c le  o f  th e  b in d in g  t o  th e s e  s t a te m e n t s  h a s  a ls o  b e e n  

r e m o v e d .

A D O P T E D
IV . ( R e :  R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  a d  V I ,  p p . 2 3 -2 6  o n  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r )

S y n o d  d e c la r e  t h a t  th e  n e w  C h u r c h  O r d e r  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  a s  

a d o p te d  b y  S y n o d  1 9 6 6  is n o t  a n  i n s u r m o u n ta b l e  o b s ta c le  f o r  f u r t h e r  a n d  c lo s e r  

c o n t a c t ,  a n d  e v e n tu a l  u n i ty  o f  b o t h  C h u rc h e s .

A D O P T E D

V . ( R e :  R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  a d  V I I ,  p p . 2 6 - 3 2 ,  o n  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  C h u r c h e s  

a b r o a d )

S y n o d  a n s w e r  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  w e fe e l  t h a t  b e fo re  w e c o u ld  b e  u n i t e d  w i th  th e  

C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  th e  l a t t e r ’s r e la t i o n s h ip  w i th  th e  ( s y n o d ic a l )  “ G e r e f o r 

m e e r d e  K e r k e n ”  s h o u ld  b e  broken, in the affirmative.
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V I .

VII.

VIII.

S y n o d  d e c id e  t o  a p p o in t  n e w  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i th  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d

C h u rc h .

Grounds:
1. T h e  e n d e a v o u r s  o f  p r e v io u s  D e p u t ie s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  s o m e  p o s i t iv e  r e 

s u l t s  w i th  r e g a r d  to  “ 1 9 0 8 ”  a n d  “ 1 9 2 4 ” .

2 .  T h e  r e p o r t  o f  th e s e  D e p u t ie s  r ig h t ly  s t a te s  t h a t  th e  m a n d a te  o f  S y n o d  

E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  c o m p le te d .

3 . T h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  m a n d a te  w h ic h  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  c o m p le te d  h a s  n o w  b e c o m e  

th e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i te m  o f  t h a t  m a n d a te ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  r e c e n t  

d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h .

A D O P T E D

S y n o d  e x p r e s s  i t s  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  th e  w o r k  d o n e  b y  th e  D e p u t ie s  a p p o in t e d  b y  S y n o d

E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ,  a n d  f o r  th e  d e ta i le d  r e p o r t  o n  th e i r  w o r k .

A D O P T E D

S y n o d  a d o p t  t h e  fo l lo w in g :

M andate  f o r  D e p u t ie s  to  b e  a p p o in t e d  b y  S y n o d  1 9 6 8  to  c o n t in u e  th e  c o n ta c t  w i th

th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h .

1. D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  r e -o p e n  th e  c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e  o f  th e  

C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  a n d  in f o r m  th e m  o f  th e  d e c is io n s  o f  th is  S y n o d ,  

s u b m i t t i n g  t o  th e m  th e  a d v is o ry  r e p o r t  t h a t  le d  t o  th e s e  d e c is io n s .

A D O P T E D

2 . D e p u t ie s  sh a ll p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  th e  c o n ta c t  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e 

f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s  s t a r t e d  w i th  th e  “ A p p e a l  1 9 6 2 ” , in  w h ic h  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  

o u r  s e p a ra te  e x is te n c e  w e re  g iv en  a n d  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  w a s  

e a r n e s t ly  w a r n e d  n o t  to  p r o c e e d  w i th  th e  c o u r s e  o f  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  S y n o d ic a l  

“ G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n ”  as f a i t h f u l  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s .

A D O P T E D

3 . T h e y  sh a ll  t h e n  i n f o r m  th e  C o n t a c t  C o m m it te e  t h a t  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h e s  c a n  c o n t i n u e  th e  c o n ta c t  o n ly  w h e n  th is  m a t t e r  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  

( w i th  r e la te d  m a t t e r s )  is  p u t  in  th e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  d e l ib e r a t io n s .  T h e y  sh a ll ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  in s is t  t h a t  a c le a r  a n s w e r  b e  g iv e n  b y  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h  t o  t h e  th r e e  q u e s t io n s  f o r m u la t e d  b y  th e  p r e v io u s  D e p u t ie s  ( se e  th e i r  

r e p o r t ,  p .1 3 ) ;  e v e n  m o re  so  b e c a u s e  th e  C o n ta c t  C o m m it te e  h a s  n e v e r  

b r o u g h t  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  b e f o re  t h e i r  S y n o d  n o r  a n s w e re d  th e m  th e m s e lv e s .

A D O P T E D

4 . D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  t h e n  w a i t  t i l l  t h e  n e x t  S y n o d  o f  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  w il lin g n e s s  to  e n te r  i n to  th e  d i s c u s s io n  o n  th is  m a in  

o b s ta c le .  I f  t h e  c o n t r a r y  s h o u ld  h a p p e n .  D e p u t ie s  sh a l l  d i s c o n t in u e  th e  c o n 

t a c t  w i th  th e  C o n ta c t  C o m m it te e .  D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  t h e n  s e n d  a n  u r g e n t ,  

C h r is t ia n  a p p e a l  t o  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  c o m m u n i ty  in  th e  sa m e  v e in  a s  

( t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f )  th e  “ A p p e a l  1 9 6 2 ” .
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5 . I f ,  h o w e v e r ,  o u r  u r g e n t  r e q u e s t  is  h e e d e d ,  D e p u t ie s  sh a l l  b e  d i l ig e n t  in  d is 

c u s s in g  a ll  m a t t e r s  t h a t  a re  F o u n d  t o  b e  r e la te d  t o  th is  m a in  o b s ta c le  t o  th e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  u n i t y  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  C h u r c h e s .  D u e  a t t e n t i o n  sh a l l  b e  

g iv e n  t o  “ th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  C h u r c h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a d o p te d  in  1 9 4 4 ”  ( A c ts  

C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  1 9 4 7 ,  A r t .  9 6 ,  s u b  d ) ,  a n d  t h e i r  im p l e m e n t a t io n ,  

t h e  R e f o r m e d  C re e d s  b e in g  th e  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  s u c h  a  d is c u s s io n .

A D O P T E D

6 . D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  k e e p  t h e  C h u r c h e s  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  r e a c t io n s  r e c e iv e d  a n d  th e  

p ro g re s s  a n d  r e s u l ts .

A D O P T E D

7 .  D e p u t ie s  sh a ll  s c a n  th e  A c ts  o f  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  S y n o d s  o n  a n y  o f f i c ia l  

c h a n g e s  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h .

A D O P T E D

8 . D e p u t ie s  sh a ll p r e p a r e  a  r e p o r t  o f  a ll  t h e i r  a c t io n s ,  t o g e th e r  w i th  r e c o m m e n d 

a t i o n s ,  f o r  th e  n e x t  S y n o d .  C o p ie s  o f  th is  r e p o r t  sh a ll  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  th e  

C h u r c h e s .

A D O P T E D

IX . S y n o d  d e c id e  t h a t  th e  O bservations  o f  C o m m i t te e  I I I  b e  p u b l i s h e d  w i th  th e  A c ts .

( S u p p le m e n t  1 0 .)

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  1 3 5

T h e  C h a ir m a n  w e lc o m e s  th e  R e v . D rs . J .  F a b e r  w h o  h a s  a r r iv e d  f r o m  T h e  N e th e r 

la n d s  t o  d is c u s s  h is  a p p o in t m e n t  a s  p r o f e s s o r  f o r  O ld  T e s ta m e n t .  R e v .  F a b e r  e x p re s s e s  h is  

t h a n k s  f o r  th e  c o n f id e n c e  p la c e d  in  h im .

A  m e e t in g  w i th  R e v . J .  F a b e r  in  e x e c u t iv e  s e s s io n  is s c h e d u le d  f o r  t o - m o r r o w .

A R T IC L E  1 3 6

S y n o d  is i n f o r m e d  t h a t  th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  R e v .  J .  T .  V a n P o p ta ,  a p p o in t e d  P r o f e s s o r  

f o r  S y s te m a t ic  T h e o lo g y ,  is  d e te r io r a t in g .

S y n o d  r e c e iv e s  th is  i n f o r m a t io n  w i th  s o r ro w .

A R T IC L E  1 3 7

R e v . L .  M o e s  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  P s a lm  1 3 9 :1 ,2 ,1 3 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g  

a n d  s u p p l ic a t io n .

N I N E T E E N T H  S E S S IO N  -  F R I D A Y  N O V E M B E R  2 9 T H ,  1 9 6 8

A R T IC L E  1 3 8

T h e  C h a i r m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  th e  s in g in g  o f  P s a lm  7 7 : 1 ,2 ,3 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  7 7 ,  a n d  

le a d s  in  p r a y e r .
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A R T IC L E  1 3 9

T h e  ro l l  c a l l  in d ic a te s  t h a t  a ll  th e  d e le g a te s  a re  p r e s e n t .

A R T I C L E  1 4 0  

S y n o d  m e e t s  w i th  R e v . D rs . J .  F a b e r  in  e x e c u t iv e  se s s io n .

I t  is  d e c id e d  t o  r e f e r  th e  m a t t e r  o f  th e  ecclesiastical position o f  the professors t o  

C o m m i t te e  I I I  (S e e  A r t .  1 6 3 ) .

N o  f u r t h e r  d e c is io n s  a re  m a d e  a t  th is  t im e .

A R T IC L E  141

C o m m i t te e  I I  o n  a Central Address o f  the Canadian Reformed Churches p r e s e n t s :  

Materials:
a . R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  1 ,7 ;

b .  O v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r r h e a d ,  A l ta ,  111,15;

c . O v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l t a ,  111,21;

d .  O v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s ,  B .C .,  111,26;

Recommendations:
1. S y n o d  d e c id e  n o t  t o  e s ta b l i s h  a  c e n t r a l  a d d re s s .

G r o u n d s :  N e i th e r  th e  n e c e s s i ty  n o r  th e  d e s i r a b i l i ty  f o r  s u c h  a n  a d d r e s s  h a s  

b e e n  c o n c lu s iv e ly  p r o v e n .  M o re o v e r ,  a  c e n t r a l  a d d r e s s  t e n d s  t o  p r o m o te  

t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a  “ C h u r c h  H e a d q u a r t e r s ” .

2 . S y n o d  d e c id e  t o  h a v e  t h e  a d d re s s e s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  d e p u t i e s  ( c o m m i t t e e s )  

p r i n t e d  w i th  t h e  A c ts ,  a n d  th e  a d d r e s s  o f  th e  c o n v e n in g  C h u r c h  f o r  th e  n e x t  

G e n e ra ]  S y n o d .

A D O P T E D

A R T I C L E  1 4 2

S y n o d  d e a ls  w i th  a  r e p o r t  o f  C o m m it te e  I I  o n  Translation and Revision Church
Order.

T h e  d is c u s s io n  w ill  b e  c o n t i n u e d .  ( A r t .  1 7 9 )

A R T I C L E  1 4 3

I n  th e  e v e n in g  s e s s io n  S y n o d  d e a ls  w i th  a  r e p o r t  o f  C o m m i t te e  I o n  Contact with 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

T h e  d is c u s s io n  w ill  b e  c o n t i n u e d  S a tu r d a y  m o r n in g .

A R T IC L E  1 4 4

R e v . L .  S e lle s  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  8 9 : 1 ,6 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  th a n k s g iv in g .
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TWENTIETH SESSION -  SATURDAY NOVEMBER 30TH, 1968 

ARTICLE 145

The Chairman requests Synod to sing Psalm 141 :M , reads Psalm 141. and leads in
prayer.

ARTICLE 146

The roll call indicates that all the members are present.

ARTICLE 147

Synod deals further with the report of Committee I on the Contact with the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

The recommendations are referred to Committee I for reconsideration (Art. 154).

ARTICLE 148

Rev. H. Scholten requests Synod to sing Psalm 118:9, and leads in prayer.

TWENTY-FIRST SESSION -  MONDAY DECEMBER 2ND, 1968

ARTICLE 149

The Chairman requests Synod to sing Psalm 103:5,6,7, reads 1 Cor.15:12-29, and 
leads in prayer. ARTICLE ISO

The roll call indicates that all the members are present.

ARTICLE 151

The Chairman addresses Synod as follows:
Brethren,

Yesterday morning we received word that it pleased the LORD to take away 
brother Jules Taco Van Popta. And although we had been prepared for this moment, yet 
something in us changed when the expected tidings finally were received.

It would not attest to our gratitude for what the Lord had given in this brother if 
we kept silent. And in His servant we wish to praise this servant’s Lord and Master.

The Lord had given him a loving heart, and a keen mind. He was a kind pastor, full 
of compassion. He was a faithful shepherd and a trusted friend. He was a man who would 
never talk friendly when facing a person, and stick out his tongue behind his back. He was 
conscientious, sometimes to such a point that we, his friends, could net understand it. He 
would never try to make someone look ridiculous, but possessed the desirable gift of 
being able to laugh at himself and to tell stories in which he himself was the victim. He 
joined wholeheartedly and good-naturedly in the general hilarity at his own expense. To 
know him meant to trust him and to love him. I cannot characterize or describe him any 
better than with a word of the Saviour: “an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile” .
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D u r in g  th is  S y n o d  w e  h e a r d  th e  e x p re s s io n  “ T h e  M e n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  H o u r ” . T h a t  t i t l e  

a p p lie s  t o  h im  f i r s t  o f  a ll.  H e w a s  th e  f i r s t  m in i s t e r  t o  c o m e  to  C a n a d a  a n d  th e  v a r io u s  

C h u rc h e s  in  A lb e r ta ,  B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia ,  a n d  M a n i to b a  w ill re c a ll  w i th  g r a t i t u d e  t h e  w o r k  

w h ic h  h e  d id ,  e s p e c ia l ly  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r s .  H a rd ly  h a d  h e  a r r iv e d  in  E d m o n t o n ,  w h e n  

i t  a p p e a r e d  n e c e s s a ry  t o  v is i t  “ th o s e  in  th e  d i s p e r s io n ” . H e  t r a v e le d ,  h u n d r e d s  a n d  h u n 

d r e d s  o f  m ile s ,  s o m e tim e s  s p e n d in g  tw o  o r  th r e e  d a y s  in  a r o w  a b o a r d  a  t r a in ,  t a k in g  w i th  

h im  s a n d w ic h e s  a n d  b o o k s .  T h u s  h e  t r a v e le d  f r o m  C h u r c h  t o  C h u r c h ,  v is i t in g ,  p r e a c h in g ,  

a t t e n d in g  C o n s i s to r y  m e e t in g s  a n d  C o n g re g a t io n a l  m e e t in g s ,  s p e a k in g  a b o u t  v a r io u s  s u b 

j e c t s ,  a n d  e d if y in g  th e  C h u r c h  o f  C h r is t .  H e r  h e  lo v e d  s in c e  h e  lo v e d  th e  L o r d  o f  th e  

C h u r c h .  E v e r y th in g  h e  r e je c t e d  w h ic h  h e  b e lie v e d  t o  b e  d e t r im e n ta l  t o  th e  e d i f i c a t io n  a n d  

f u t u r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h .

H e  w a s  a s c h o la r  a n d  h a d  t a k e n  u p  a g a in  h is  s tu d ie s  o f  p h i lo s o p h y .  T h e  c o u r s e s  

w h ic h  h e  f o l lo w e d  d u r in g  a  y e a r  h e  p a s s e d  w i th  a n  A . N o  o n e  w h o  h a s  k n o w n  h im ,  w il l  b e  

s u rp r is e d  a t  t h a t .  H o w  h a p p y  h e  w a s  w h e n  h is  m o v e  t o  C lo v e rd a le  p r o v id e d  h im  w i th  th e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  u p  th e  s tu d y  o f  p h i lo s o p h y .  A n d  h o w  d id  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p le  b e n e f i t  

f r o m  th is  s tu d y  w h e n  h e  s t a r t e d  to  a n a liz e  th e  s p i r i t  t h a t  is  b e h in d  th e  v a r io u s  m o v e m e n ts  

a n d  th e o r ie s  w h ic h  v ie  f o r  th e  s y m p a th y  o f  t h e  m a s se s  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  o f  th e  y o u n g e r  

g e n e r a t io n .

N o w  h is  w o r k  o n  e a r t h  h a s  c o m e  t o  a n  e n d .  H e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a l lo w e d  t o  t a k e  u p  th e  

w o r k  to  w h ic h  h e  h a d  b e e n  a p p o in t e d :  th e  w o r k  a t  o u r  o w n  C o lle g e . H e  h a s  n o t  e v e n  

k n o w n  t h a t  h e  w a s  a p p o in t e d .  I f  h e  h a d  k n o w n  h e  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  h e s i t a t e d ,  t h o u g h  

f e e l in g  i n a d e q u a te  f o r  th e  ta s k .  T h e  m a t t e r  o f  th e  T r a in in g  f o r  th e  M in is t ry  w a s  a  c a u s e  

w h ic h  h a d  th e  lo v e  o f  h is  h e a r t ,  w h ic h  h e  d e e m e d  n e c e s s a ry  a n d  w is h e d  t o  p r o m o t e ,  f o r  

w h ic h  h e  u n d o u b t e d l y  w o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  w h a te v e r  h e  h a d  a n d  w a s  a b le  t o  d o .  B u t  th e  

L o r d  d id  n o t  d e e m  i t  n e c e s s a ry  t h a t  h e  k n e w  o f  h is  a p p o in t m e n t ,  t h a t  h e  d e c id e d  a b o u t  

i t ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  d id  a n y  w o r k  f o r  i t .  W e sh a ll  h a v e  t o  c o n t in u e  w i t h o u t  h im ,  k n o w in g  a n d  

t r u s t in g  t h a t  is  t h e  L o r d  G o d  w h o  b id s  u s  to  c o n t in u e  a n d  W h o  w ill  t a k e  c a re  o f  H is  
C h u r c h .

T h u s  w e  sh a ll  c o n t i n u e .  W ith o u t  J u le s  T a c o  V a n  P o p t a ,  b u t  f o l lo w in g  a f te r  o u r  

K in g  a n d  S a v io u r  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  H is  m e r c y  w e  im p lo r e ;  H is  h e lp  w e  a s k  f o r  t h e  f a m ily  V a n  

P o p t a ,  f o r  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  C lo v e rd a le ,  f o r  a ll  th e  C h u rc h e s .

A n d  w e  w a i t  f o r  th e  d a y  w h e n  th e  t r u m p e t  sh a l l  s o u n d  a n d  th e  d e a d  sh a ll  b e  r a is e d  

in c o r r u p t ib le .

A R T IC L E  1 5 2

T h e  A c ts  o f  th e  S i x t e e n t h  t o  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  S e s s io n  in c lu s iv e  a re  r e a d  a n d  a d o p te d ,  

t h e  A r t i c le s  1 0 8 ,  1 1 6 ,  1 3 1  (E x e c u t iv e  S e s s io n )  e x c e p te d .

A R T I C L E  1 5 3

S y n o d ,  h a v in g  r e c e iv e d  th e  s o r r o w f u l  t id in g  t h a t  t h e  R e v .  J .  T .  V a n P o p ta  h a s  p a s s e d  

a w a y ,  d e c id e s  t o  r e q u e s t  th e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  t o  m e e t  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s ib le  t o  r e c o n s id e r  

t h e  m a t t e r  o f  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  S y s te m a t i c  T h e o lo g y  in  h is  p la c e  ( A r t .  1 5 8 ) .
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ARTICLE 154

Committee I on Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church presents:
Materials:
a. Report Deputies for Contact with Representatives of the Orthodox Pres

byterian Church, 1,1;
b. Overture of the Church at Edmonton, Alta, III,5;
c. Overture of the Church at Fergus-Guelph, Ont., 111,13;
d. Letter of the Church at Barrhead, Alta, 111,18 (support for b.);
e. Overture of the Church at Winnipeg, Man., 111,29;
f. Letter of the Church at Brampton, Ont., 111,34 (support for c.);
g. Overture of the Church at Hamilton, Ont., 111,35;
h. Letter of the Church at Smithers, B.C., V,3.
Considerations:
1. From the report of Deputies Synod may conclude that Deputies have fulfilled 

the 3rd and 4th part of their mandate, namely to explain to the Representa
tives of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church what the concept of church cor
respondence is in the Canadian Reformed Churches, and to familiarize 
themselves with the views of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in this re
spect. Deputies discussed the existing correspondence maintained by the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church with other churches, as well as the member
ship of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in the Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod. Important differences came to light with respect to these matters. Our 
Deputies did not define or evaluate these differences, but confined themselves 
to a review of opinions.

2. The second part of their mandate (C,2) “to compare these differences with 
the Word of God” , has not received full attention of Deputies. They inform 
Synod of the opinion and answers o f the Representatives of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, but do not report on their own testing and examination 
of the received answers and the existing divergencies.

3. Deputies summarize in six points differences which exist between the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the Canadian Reformed Churches, but do 
not indicate to what extent the differences might affect the possibility of 
correspondence with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

4. Deputies do not pay attention to the far reaching statements concerning 
church discipline in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, which statements are 
quoted in the overture of the Church of Fergus-Guelph from the report of 
February 1965 to the Regional Synod of Ontario, which report was sent to 
General Synod Edmonton 1965. Deputies should have made it clear whether 
these statements were justified or not.

5. Deputies rightly state “that considerable differences exist between the two 
churches in the implementation of the kingship o f the Lord Jesus over His 
church” .
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6 . D e p u t ie s  s t a t e ,  “ T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  p o i n t s  s h o w e d  t h a t  c o n s id e r a b le  d i f f e r e n c e s  

e x i s t ”  ( s e e  5 ) ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  n o t  m e n t i o n  w h a t  th e s e  “ o t h e r  p o i n t s ”  a re .

7 .  T h e  c o n s i s to r y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  W in n ip e g  “ a ls o  l e a r n e d  f r o m  th e  r e p o r t  o f  

o u r  D e p u t ie s  t h a t  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  d o e s  n o t  g a th e r  th e  

b e lie v e r s  in  th e  u n i ty  o f  f a i t h  a s  d e f in e d  in  o u r  c o n f e s s io n  ( c a te c h i s m

L .D .2 1 ) ,  b u t  t h a t  ‘c o m m o n  b e lie v e r s  w h o  w a n t  t o  j o in  t h e  C h u r c h . . .  a re  

a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  o n  th e i r  p r o f e s s io n  o f  f a i t h  in  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  a s  th e i r  

S a v io u r  a n d  t h a t  n o  c o m p le te  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  e n t i r e  c o n f e s s io n  n o r  a g re e 

m e n t  w i th  e a c h  s e c t io n  o f  i t  is  d e m a n d e d ’ ( R e p o r t ,  p a g e  5 ) ” .

T h e  c o n s i s to r y ,  w i t h o u t  a r g u m e n ta t io n ,  p la c e s  t w o  s t a te m e n t s  in  c o n t r a 

p o s i t io n ,  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  b e in g  a n  e x p r e s s io n  o f  o p in io n  o f  t h e  c o n s i s to r y ,  th e  

s e c o n d  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  

C h u r c h .  T h is  p la c e s  S y n o d  o n  th e  h o r n s  o f  a  d i le m m a  w h ic h  c a n  n o t  b e  

a c c e p te d .

T h e  c o n s i s to r y  s h o u ld  h a v e  p r o v e d  t h a t  n o t  d e m a n d in g  “ c o m p le te  k n o w le d g e  

o f  t h e  e n t i r e  c o n f e s s io n  n o r  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  e a c h  s e c t io n  o f  i t ” , n e c e s s a r i ly  

m e a n s  “ t h a t  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  d o e s  n o t  g a th e r  t h e  b e lie v e r s  

in  t h e  u n i t y  o f  f a i t h  a s  d e f in e d  in  o u r  c o n f e s s io n ” , w h ic h  th e  c o n s i s to r y  fa ils  

t o  d o .

8 . T h is  d o e s  n o t  m e a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  s t a te m e n t  o f  t h e  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  

t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  m e n t i o n e d  u n d e r  7 ,  d o e s  n o t  ra is e  s e r io u s  

q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  th e  c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  t h e  d i s t in c t io n  m a d e  b e tw e e n  o f f i c e 

b e a r e r s  a n d  “ c o m m o n ”  b e lie v e r s ,  i t s  im p a c t  u p o n  th e  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  

d is c ip l in e ,  a n d  th e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  c re e d s  in  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  

C h u r c h .

9 .  T h e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n  r ig h t ly  o v e r tu r e s  S y n o d  t o  i n s t r u c t  D e p u t ie s  t o  a sk  

f o r  m o r e  c la r i f i c a t io n  o n  c e r ta in  d iv e rg e n c ie s  in  th e  L a rg e r  C a te c h is m .

1 0 . T h e  o v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n to n  to  i n s t r u c t  D e p u t ie s  “ t o  f u r t h e r  

d is c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  c h u r c h - g o v e r n m e n t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  o r d e r  t o  se rv e  th e  

O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h ,  i f  p o s s ib le  a n d  d e s i r e d ,  w i th  a d v ic e  in  t h e i r  

r e v is io n  o f  th e  F o r m  o f  G o v e r n m e n t” , is  n o t  w i t h o u t  r e a s o n .  I t  is , h o w e v e r ,  

n e i t h e r  o u r  t a s k ,  n o r  t h a t  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  n o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  s e e k in g  c o n ta c t ,  to  

c o u n s e l  t h e  O r th o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h .  11

1 1 . T h e  in f o r m a t io n  S y n o d  r e c e iv e d  o n  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e  O r t h o d o x  

P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  a n d  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  is n o t  o f  s u c h  a 

n a tu r e  a s  t o  i n s t r u c t  n e w  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i th  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s 

b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  t o  c o m e  w i th  j o i n t  p ro p o s a l s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  d iv e rg e n c ie s  (a s  

r e q u e s t e d  b y  th e  C h u r c h  a t  H a m il to n ,  1 s t p a r t  o f  th e  O v e r tu r e ) .
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1 2 . R e :  R u le s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o r e ig n  C h u rc h e s :

a . “ T h e  e x is t in g  ru le s  p ro v id e  s u f f i c ie n t  s a f e g u a rd s  f o r  m a in ta in in g  th e  

u n i ty  o f  f a i th  w i th  C h u r c h e s  a b r o a d ” , a n d  “ th e y  se rv e  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w e l l” . ( A c ts  A r t .  7 9 ,6 ,  o f  th is  S y n o d ) .

b .  N o  g r o u n d s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d u c e d  f o r  th e  o v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  

E d m o n t o n ,  t h a t  “ a s  fa r  a s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th e  O r t h o d o x  P re s 

b y te r i a n  C h u r c h  is c o n c e r n e d ”  th e  f i r s t  a n d  f i f th  ru le  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d 

e n c e  w i th  F o re ig n  C h u rc h e s  b e  c h a n g e d .

c . N o  g r o u n d s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d u c e d  fo r  th e  o v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  

H a m il to n  ( s e c o n d  p a r t )  t h a t  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n ta c t  w i th  t h e  O r th o d o x  

P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  b e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  c o m e  t o  j o i n t  p r o p o s a l s  c o n c e r n 

in g  th e  ru le s  fo r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

1 3 . D e p u t ie s  fa il  to  e la b o r a te  o n  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  a n d  th e  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  

“ f r a t e r n a l  r e la t i o n s ”  a n d  “ fu ll  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ”  m a in t a in e d  b y  th e  O r t h o d o x  

P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  w i th  d iv e rs  c h u r c h e s .

1 4 . N o  g r o u n d s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d u c e d  b y  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n  f o r  i ts  o v e r tu r e  

“ t o  e s ta b l i s h  ‘f r a t e r n a l  r e la t i o n s ’ in  th e  se n se  a s  th is  is  c u s to m a r y  in  th e  

O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h ” .

1 5 . I n f o r m a t io n  a n d  q u o t a t i o n s  g a th e r e d  b y  D e p u t ie s  f r o m  th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  

l a t e s t  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b lie s  o f  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h ,  e s p e c ia l ly  o n  

i n t e r c h u r c h  r e la t i o n s h ip  a n d  e c u m e n ic i ty ,  as w e l l  a s  e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e s e  d a ta ,  

c o u ld  h a v e  s e rv e d  S y n o d  in  i t s  d e l ib e r a t io n s .

1 6 . T h e  f o l lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t  in  “ R e p o r t  o f  th e  C o m m i t te e  o n  E c u m e n ic i ty  a n d  

I n t e r c h u r c h  R e la t io n s ” , s u b  V I I ,  “ C o n v e r s a t io n s  w i th  th e  D e p u t ie s  o f  th e  

C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s ” , p .9 8  o f  th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  T h i r ty - f i f t h  

G e n e r a l  A s s e m b ly  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  r e m a in s  u n e x p la in e d :

“ D is c u s s io n  c e n te r e d  o n  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  

C h u r c h  w i th  th e  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s  o f  th e  N e th e r la n d s .  I t  a p p e a r e d  as i f  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  w a s  e x p r e s s in g  i t s e l f  a g a in s t  r e 

c e n t  d e c is io n s  o f  th o s e  c h u r c h e s  w o u ld  h e lp  c o n s id e r a b ly  w i th  t h e  C a n a d ia n  

R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s ,  a n d  m ig h t  e v e n  a l lo w  th e m  t o  e n t e r t a i n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  

w i t h  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  e v e n  t h o u g h  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r  

ia n  C h u r c h  w a s  in  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  o f  th e  

N e t h e r l a n d s .”

1 7 . S e e in g  th e  d e v ia t io n s  f r o m  t h e  T r u th  in  th e  ( s y n o d ic a l )  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  

in  th e  N e th e r la n d s ,  i t  is  n e c e s s a ry  t h a t  D e p u t ie s - to - b e  a p p o in t e d  m a k e  i t  c le a r  

t h a t  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  w i th  th e  

( s y n o d ic a l )  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  in  th e  N e th e r l a n d s  f o r m s  a n  i n s u r m o u n ta b l e  

o b s ta c le  t o  c lo s e r  r e la t i o n s  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  w i th  th e  

O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h .
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1 8 . T h e  s t a te m e n t  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  p a g e  3 , “ th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  c o u ld  

v e ry  w e ll  d e c id e  t o  d i s c o n t in u e  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ”  w i t h  th e  ( s y n o d ic a l )  

R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  in  t h e  N e th e r la n d s ,  le a v e s  r o o m  f o r  f u r t h e r  d is c u s s io n s  

w i th  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h ,  a n d  f o r  m o r e  c la r i f i c a t io n  o f ,  a n d  

e lu c id a t io n  o n  th e  s t a n d  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  in  e c u m e n ic i ty .

1 9 . T h e  C h u r c h  a t  W in n ip e g  h a s  n o t  p r o v e d  “ t h a t  th e r e  is  n o  n e e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  

d is c u s s io n  b e tw e e n  D e p u t ie s  f r o m  o u r  s id e  a n d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  f r o m  th e  s id e  

o f  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h ” .

C o n s id e r a t io n  18 su g g e s ts  a  r e a s o n  w h y  s u c h  d is c u s s io n s  m ig h t  b e  f r u i t f u l .

2 0 .  T h e  s t a te m e n t  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  W in n ip e g  t h a t  “ th e  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  h a v e  n o  

a u th o r i t y  t o  a n s w e r  w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  G e n e ra l  A s s e m b ly ” , h a s  n o t  

b e e n  p r o v e d ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  c a n  n o t  se rv e  a s  a  g r o u n d  o n  w h ic h  c o n ta c t  b y  

m e a n s  o f  D e p u t ie s  s h o u ld  b e  d i s c o n t in u e d .

Recommendations:
S y n o d  d e c id e

A . t o  t h a n k  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  fo r  

t h e  w o r k  d o n e ,  a n d  t o  d is c h a rg e  th e m ;

A D O P T E D

B . g r a te f u l ly  t o  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  

c a n  a c c e p t  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  a s  t r u e  c h u r c h e s  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  

t h e i r  d o c t r i n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  c h u r c h  g o v e r n m e n t  ( R e p o r t  D e p u t ie s ,  p a g e  2 ) ;

A D O P T E D

C . t o  e x p r e s s  i t s  g r a t i t u d e  t h a t  i t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  in  m a n y  r e s p e c t s  th e  g o o d  f ig h t  

o f  th e  f a i t h  is  b e in g  f o u g h t  in  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h ;

A D O P T E D

D . t o  a p p o in t  f o u r  D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  

C h u r c h ,  a n d  o n e  a l t e r n a t e  d e p u ty ;

A D O P T E D

E . t o  i n s t r u c t  th e s e  D e p u t ie s  a s  fo l lo w s :

1. t o  e x a m in e  th e  d iv e rg e n c ie s  in  c o n f e s s io n ,  c h u r c h  p o l i t y  a n d  p r in c ip le s  

o f  c h u r c h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w h ic h  e x is t  b e tw e e n  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h e s  a n d  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h .

A D O P T E D

2 . T o  c o m p a r e  th e s e  d iv e rg e n c ie s  w i th  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d ,  to  e v a lu a te  th e m  

a s  t o  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  t h e y  a re  o f  s u c h  a n a tu r e  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  

p r e v e n t  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  f r o m  re c o g n iz in g  th e  

O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  a s  a  t r u e  c h u r c h  o f  th e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r is t  

a n d  f r o m  e n te r in g  i n t o  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th is  c h u r c h .
A D O P T E D

3 . T o  in v e s tig a te  h o w  th e  C re e d s ,  t h e  F o r m  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  th e  B o o k  

o f  D is c ip lin e  f u n c t io n  in  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  a n d  

w h e th e r  t h e y  a re  a c tu a l ly  m a in t a in e d .
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4 . T o  e x p la in  t o  th e  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  w h y  

i t  is  im p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  t o  h a v e  a  s is te r -  

- r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  a s  lo n g  a s  t h e y  m a in ta in  

th e  s i s t e r - r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  t h e  ( s y n o d ic a l )  “ G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in  

N e d e r l a n d ” , b e c u a s e  o f  th e  d e v ia t io n s  in  th e s e  N e th e r l a n d s  C h u r c h e s  in ,  e.g., 
d o c t r in e ,  c h u r c h  p o l i t y ,  a n d  in te r c h u r c h  r e la t io n s h ip .

A D O P T E D

5 . T o  k e e p  th e  C h u r c h e s  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  th e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  i n v e s t ig a t io n s ,  

th e  m a t t e r s  d e a l t  w i th  in  th e i r  c o n ta c t ,  a n d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  th e  

O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h ,  t o  f o r w a r d  a  r e p o r t  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a 

t io n s  t o  th e  n e x t  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  a n d  c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  th e  

C h u rc h e s .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  1 5 5

C o m m it te e  I I  o n  the Implementation o f  Article 19 C.O. p r e s e n ts :

(S e e  a ls o  A r t .  1 7 2 )

I. Re Appointment o f  Deputies 
Materials:
a .  R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  1 ,2  s u b  7 ;  ( S u p p le m e n t  1 1 -A )

b .  O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C o a ld a le ,  A l t a ,  I I I , 4 ;

c . O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  O n ta r io  1 9 6 8 ,  I I I ,  2 7  s u b  5 .

Observations:
1 . D e p u t ie s  c o m e  t o  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t ,  in  o r d e r  t o  w o r k  e f f e c t iv e ly ,  th e y  

s h o u ld  liv e  c lo s e  t o g e th e r .

2 .  D e p u t ie s  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  a  C h u r c h  b e  a p p o in t e d  in s te a d  o f  

d e p u t i e s ,  s in c e  t h i s  is  th e  m o s t  e f f e c t iv e  s o lu t io n  a n d  th e  l e a s t  e x p e n s iv e  o n e .

3 . T h e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io  a n d  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C o a ld a le ,  A l t a ,  f o r  th e  

sa m e  r e a s o n  a d v is e  S y n o d  t o  a p p o in t  a s  d e p u t i e s  b r e th r e n  w h o  liv e  c lo s e  

to g e th e r .

Considerations:
1 . T h e  r e a s o n s  g iv e n  f o r  h a v in g  d e p u t i e s  w h o  liv e  c lo s e  t o g e t h e r  a re  v a lid .

2 .  A l th o u g h  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  a  c h u r c h  w o u ld  b e  t h e  l e a s t  e x p e n s iv e  c o u r s e ,  i t  

m a y  n o t  b e  d e s ira b le  t o  e n t r u s t  t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  o n e  b o d y .

Recommendation:
I n  o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  w o r k  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  S y n o d  a p p o in t  b r e th r e n  w h o  liv e  c lo se  

t o  e a c h  o t h e r .

A D O P T E D
I I .  R e  Financial Statement

Materials: R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  I ,  2  a n d  2 b  (S e e  S u p p le m e n t  1 1 -A , 1 1-B ). 
Observations:
D e p u t ie s  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  b y  M a y  1 9 6 8  th e r e  w e re  s t i l l  f o u r  C h u r c h e s  w h ic h  d id  n o t  

s e n d  t h e  o n e  c o l l e c t io n  f o r  1 9 6 7 .  O n  O c t o b e r  1 5 , 1 9 6 8 ,  t h e r e  w e re  s t i l l  n in e  

C h u r c h e s  w h ic h  d id  n o t  y e t  p a y  a n y th in g  in  1 9 6 8 .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  t h a t  p a y m e n t s  to  

t h e  b r o t h e r  in v o lv e d  h a d  t o  b e  d e la y e d .

R ecommendation:

S y n o d  ta k e  n o t e  o f  t h i s  c o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  c o n ta i n e d  in  i t .
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I I I .  R e  C ontribu tion  by  the Churches 
M aterial:
R e q u e s t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  L o n d o n ,  O n t , ,  I V ,  1 2 , “ d a t  d e  k e r k e n  w o r d t  v e r z o c h t  

aU ee n  c o l l e c te n  a d  A r t .  19  K .O .  te  h o u d e n  v o o r  h e t  G e n e ra l  F u n d ” . 

R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  a c t  n o t  u p o n  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  L o n d o n ,  O n t .

G r o u n d :  I t  is  n o t  in  th e  j u r i s d ic t io n  o f  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  t o  a d v is e  th e  C h u r c h e s  w h a t  

c o l l e c t io n s  s h o u ld  o r  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  h e ld  ( A r t .  3 0  C .O .) .

A D O P T E D

IV . R e  Im plem en ta tion  o f  A r tic le  19  C.O. b y  D epu ties  
M aterials:
a . R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  1 ,2  (S e e  S u p p le m e n t  1 1 -A );

b .  A p p e a l  o f  M r. R .  F .  B o e r s e m a ,  C h e s t n u t  H il l ,  P a ,  11,2;

c . O v e r tu r e  o f  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  O n t a r io  1 9 6 8 ,1 1 1 ,2 7  s u b  7 ;

d .  C o m m u n ic a t io n  C la s s is  O n ta r io  N o r t h  o f  D e c e m b e r  6 , 1 9 6 7 ,  V , 1 ;

e .  R e q u e s t  C la ss is  O n t a r io  N o r t h  o f  S e p te m b e r  4 , 1 9 6 8 ,  I V ,4- 
O bservations:
1 . D e p u t ie s  d e c id e d  n o t  t o  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s  o f  th e o lo g y  w h o  d id  n o t  s tu d y  a t  

o u r  o w n  S e m in a r y .

2 .  C la ss is  O n t a r io  N o r t h  o f  D e c e m b e r  6 , 1 9 6 7 ,  w a s  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  D e p u t ie s  

h a v e  r e a d  c e r t a in  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n to  t h e i r  m a n d a te  w h ic h  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  

d id  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  i n s e r t .

3 .  M r . R .  F .  B o e r s e m a  a p p e a ls  th is  d e c is io n  o f  D e p u t ie s  b y  s ta t in g  t h a t  “ i t  d o e s  

n o t  a p p e a r  f r o m  t h e  A c t s  t h a t  S y n o d  e v e r  c o n s id e r e d  th e  p r o b le m  w h ic h  

s t u d e n t s  t h e y  w o u ld  s u p p o r t ” .

Considerations:
1. G e n e r a l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  th e  t r a in in g  f o r  th e  

M in is t ry  is  o r g a n iz e d  a t  p r e s e n t  c a u s e s  s p e c ia l  d i f f ic u l t i e s  in  d e te r m in in g  th e  

c o s t s ,  b e c a u s e  th e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t o  t r a v e l  f r o m  o n e  p la c e  t o  a n o th e r .

2 . G e n e r a l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  d e c id e d  t o  s e t  u p  a  g e n e ra l  f u n d  f o r  n e e d y  s t u d e n t s  u n t i l  

t h e  t im e  t h a t  o u r  o w n  t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t e  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b l i s h e d  a t  a  c e r t a in  

p la c e .

Conclusions:
1. F r o m  th e  c o n s id e r a t i o n  a n d  d e c is io n  o f  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  

o n ly  s t u d e n t s  a re  m e a n t  t o  b e  s u p p o r t e d  f r o m  th is  f u n d  w h o  s tu d y  a t  o u r  

o w n  t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t e .

2 .  D e p u t ie s  a d  A r t i c le  1 9  C .O . t h e r e f o r e  d id  n o t  g o  a g a in s t  t h e i r  m a n d a te  w h e n  

r e fu s in g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  d id  n o t  s tu d y  a t  o u r  o w n  t r a in in g  

i n s t i t u t e .

R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  i n f o r m  M r. R .  F .  B o e r s e m a  t h a t  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  t h e  o b s e r v a t io n s ,  c o n s id e r 

a t i o n s ,  a n d  c o n c lu s io n s ,  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  D e p u t ie s  a d  A r t i c le  1 9  C .O . a c t e d  in  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  t h e i r  m a n d a te  w h e n  re fu s in g  s u p p o r t  to  th o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  d o  n o t  

s tu d y  a t  o u r  t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t e .
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V . R e  Appeal o f Mr. R. F. Boersema, Chestnut Hill, Pa, (11,3)
Observation:
T h is  b r o t h e r  s t a te s  t h a t  h e  a p p e a ls  a  d e c is io n  o f  C lass is  O n ta r io  S o u t h  o f  S e p te m b e r  

1 1 , 1 9 6 8 ,  s in c e  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io  1 9 6 8  w a s  n o t  a b le  t o  c o m e  t o  a  

d e c is io n .

Consideration:
G e n e r a l  S y n o d  is a l lo w e d  t o  d e a l  o n ly  w i th  a p p e a ls  a g a in s t  d e c is io n s  o f  a  R e g io n a l  

S y n o d .

R ecommendation :
S y n o d  in f o r m  M r. R . F .  B o e r s e m a  t h a t  i t  is  n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  d e a l  w i th  h is  a p p e a l .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  1 5 6

S y n o d  d e c id e s  to  s e n d  a  te le g ra m  o f  c o n d o le n c e  t o  M rs . J .  T .  V a n P o p ta ,  C lo v e rd a le ,

B .C .

A R T IC L E  1 5 7

T h e  P r e s id e n t  a n d  S e c r e ta r y  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  R e v .  W . L o o p s t r a  a n d  R e v .

D . V a n d e r B o o m ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  re c e iv e  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  th e  f lo o r .

A R T IC L E  1 5 8

S y n o d  d e c id e s  to  m e e t  in  e x e c u t iv e  s e s s io n  to  d e a l  w i th  a n  a d v is o ry  r e p o r t  o f  th e  

B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  ( A r t .  1 5 3 ) .

A R T IC L E  1 5 9

T h e  C h a irm a n  in f o r m s  R e v . D rs . J .  F a b e r  o f  th e  d e c is io n s  m a d e  in  th e  e x e c u t iv e  

s e s s io n , a n d  e x te n d s  S y n o d ’s c o n g r a tu la t io n s .

A R T IC L E  1 6 0

In  o p e n  s e s s io n  th e  C h a irm a n  a n n o u n c e s  th e  d e c is io n s  m a d e  in  th e  e x e c u t iv e  
s e s s io n ,  a s  f o l lo w s :

1. T h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a d v is e s  S y n o d  to  r e s c in d  i ts  d e c is io n  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 7  (A r t .  

1 1 8 )  re  th e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  R e v . D rs . J .  F a b e r  as P ro fe s s o r  o f  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  
d is c ip l in e s .

A D O P T E D
2 . T h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e rn o r s  a d v ise s  S y n o d  to  Fill th e  v a c a n c y  in S y s te m a t ic  T h e o lo g y  

b y  a p p o in t in g  th e  R e v . D rs . J .  F a b e r ,  R o t t e r d a m ,  T h e  N e th e r la n d s ,  in  th e  p la c e  o f  
th e  l a te  R e v .  J .  T . V a n P o p ta .
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3 . I f  S y n o d  d e c id e s  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  th e s e  a d v ic e s ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  r e c o m 

m e n d s  S y n o d  t o  a p p o in t  t h e  R e v .  F .  K o u w e n h o v e n ,  M .T h .,  W il io w d a le ,  O n t . ,  a s  

P r o f e s s o r  o f  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  d is c ip l in e s .

A D O P T E D

4 . A f t e r  c o n s u l ta t io n  w i th  th e  a p p o in t e d  S t a f f ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a d v is e s  S y n o d  

t o  a p p o in t  t h e  S t a f f  m e m b e r s  f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  th r e e  y e a r s .

A D O P T E D

5 . T h e  d e ta i ls  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e  t e r m  o f  o f f ic e  w ill  b e  d e c id e d  u p o n  b y  th e  B o a r d  

o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  a f t e r  c o n s u l ta t io n  w i th  t h e  S t a f f  o f  t h e  C o lle g e .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  161

S y n o d  d e c id e s  t h a t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  d a te  o f  d e c is io n  s e t  f o r  th e  a p p o in t e d  S t a f f  

m e m b e r s  a p p l ie s  a ls o  t o  R e v .  J .  F a b e r  ( c o m p a r e  A r t .  1 3 2 , IV ) .

A R T IC L E  1 6 2

T h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  r e q u e s t s  th e  p e r m is s io n  o f  S y n o d  t o  t a k e  t im e  o f f  t o  v i s i t ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  S t a f f ,  th e  l o c a t io n  m e n t i o n e d  b y  th e  C o m m i t te e  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n .  

T h is  w il l  t a k e  p la c e  f r o m  1 2 .0 0  - 2 .0 0  p .m .  T u e s d a y  D e c e m b e r  3 r d .

G R A N T E D

A R T IC L E  1 6 3

In  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A r t .  1 4 0  C o m m i t te e  I I I  o n  E cclesiastical P osition  o f  the 
Professors o f  T heology  p r e s e n t s :

Observations:
1. A l th o u g h  th e r e  h a s  b e e n  s u b m i t t e d  t o  th is  S y n o d  a n  o v e r tu r e  t o  d e le te  th e  

A r t .  2  a n d  18  o f  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r ,  w h ic h  sp e a k  o f  t h e  “ o f f ic e  o f  th e  D o c to r s  

o r  P ro fe s s o r s  o f  T h e o lo g y ” , th e s e  a r t ic le s  s t i l l  s t a n d .  T h e y  d o ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  

s p e a k  o f  th e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  p o s i t io n  o f  a  m in i s te r  w h o  is a p p o in t e d  a s  p r o f e s s o r  

o f  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e .
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2 . T h e  A r t ic le s  1 2 ,1 3 ,1 4  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s id e r e d :

a . A r t .  12  s p e a k s  o f  m in i s te r s  w h o  “ e n te r  u p o n  a n  o t h e r  v o c a t i o n ” , a n d  

th e r e f o r e  lo se  th e i r  h o n o u r  a n d  t i t l e  a s  m in i s te r .

b .  A r t .  13 s p e a k s  o f  m in i s te r s  w h o ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  “ a g e , s ic k n e s s  o r  o t h e r 

w ise  a re  r e n d e r e d  in c a p a b le ”  a n d  th e r e f o r e  h a v e  t o  r e t i r e .  T h e y  “ r e ta in  

th e  h o n o u r  a n d  t i t l e  o f  a  m in i s t e r ” .

c . A r t .  1 4  sp e a k s  o f  m in i s te r s  w h o  a re  “ c o m p e l le d  to  d i s c o n t in u e  th e i r  

se rv ic e  f o r  a t im e ” , r e m a in in g ,  h o w e v e r ,  “ a t  a ll t im e s ”  “ s u b je c t  to  th e  

c a ll o f  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n ” .

3 . C o n c lu s io n  f ro m  su b  2  is  t h a t  th e s e  A r t ic le s  1 2 , 13 a n d  1 4  o f  th e  C h u r c h  

O r d e r  d o  n o t  sp e a k  a b o u t  th e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  p o s i t io n  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  

T h e o lo g y .

4 .  A r t .  6  o f  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  s t a te s  t h a t  t h o s e  m in i s te r s  w h o  “ se rv e  in  a n y  

p r iv a te  m a n o r ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  m e r c y  o r  o th e r w is e ”  w ill  n o t  h a v e  th is  l ib e r ty

a . “ u n le s s  h e  b e  p r e v io u s ly  a d m i t t e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  th e  p r e c e d in g  

a r t i c le s ” , i.e., i f  h e  is c a l le d  a n d  o r d a in e d  b y  a  lo c a l  c h u r c h ;

b . “ h e  s h a l l ,  n o  le s s  th a n  o th e r s ,  b e  s u b je c t  t o  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r ” , w h ic h  

m e a n s  a m o n g  o t h e r  th in g s :  s u b je c t  t o  th e  d is c ip l in e  a s  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  

C h u r c h  O rd e r .

5 . S y n o d  L e e u w a r d e n  1 9 2 0  in  th e  N e th e r la n d s  d e c id e d  t h a t  “ d e  C la s se n  . . . 

z u l le n  z ic h  h o u d e n  a a n  d e  re g e l  d a t  z u lk  e e n  v o o r r e c h t  (Le. r e ta in in g  th e  

h o n o u r  a n d  t i t l e  o f  a  m in i s te r )  a l le e n  b e h o o r t  g e s c h o n k e n  te  w o r d e n  a a n  

z u lk e  d ie n a r e n  d ie  g e r o e p e n  w o r d e n  t o t  e e n  a n d e r e  d i e n s t  t e n  b a te  d e r  k e r k e n  

in  h e t  g e m e e n ” .

R ecom m endations:
1. S y n o d  d e c id e  t h a t  in  th e  c a se  o f  a  m in i s t e r  o f  a  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  

a p p o in t e d  a s  p r o f e s s o r ,  th e  ru le  b e  a p p l ie d  t h a t  h e  r e ta in  th e  h o n o u r  a n d  t i t le  

o f  a  m in i s t e r  a n d  r e m a in  s u b je c t  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  ( A r t .  6  C .O .) .

A D O P T E D

2 . In  o r d e r  t o  a p p ly  t h i s  sa m e  ru le  in  th e  c a se  o f  a  m in i s te r  o f  o n e  o f  th e  

s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  a b r o a d ,  S y n o d  d e c id e  t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  w h e re  th e  C o lle g e  is 

lo c a t e d  b e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  c a ll  th is  m in i s t e r  a n d  t o  o rd a in  h im  w i th  a p p r o p r i a te  

s t i p u la t io n s ,  a d m o n i t io n s ,  a n d  p r a y e r s  ( A r t .  4  C .O .) .

A D O P T E D

3 . C o m m i t te e  I I I  f u r t h e r m o r e  su g g e s ts  t h a t  D rs . J .  F a b e r  b e  p r o v id e d  w i th :

a . a n  o f f ic ia l  l e t t e r  o f  a p p o in t m e n t  a s  P r o f e s s o r  o f  T h e o lo g y  b e f o re  h is  

r e tu r n  t o  th e  N e th e r la n d s ;

b .  a  l e t t e r  w i th  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  r u le ,  r e c o m m e n d e d  in  th is  r e p o r t ;

c . a l e t t e r  c o n ta in in g  th e  s t i p u la t io n s  ( s a la ry  e tc . ) ,  a n d  th e  e x a c t  d a te  o n  

w h ic h  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  w ill a c c e p t  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  

f o r  th e  R e v . F a b e r ’s f in a n c ia l  s u p p o r t .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  1 6 4

T h e  R e v . H . A . S te l  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  to  s in g  P s a lm  4 : 2 ,3 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  p r a y e r .
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T W E N T Y -S E C O N D  SE SSIO N  -  T U E S D A Y  D EC EM BER  3 R D , 19 6 8

A R T IC L E  1 6 5

T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  s in g  P s a lm  4 6 : 1 ,  r e a d s  P s a lm  4 6 ,  a n d  le a d s  in  

p r a y e r .
A R T IC L E  1 6 6

T h e  ro l l  c a ll  in d ic a te s  t h a t  M r. J .  B a re m a n  h a d  to  le a v e . A  w o r d  o f  f a re w e l l  w h ic h  

h e  l e f t  w i th  th e  C h a irm a n  is  r e a d .

A R T I C L E  1 6 7

T h e  A c ts  o f  th e  T w e n ty - F i r s t  S e s s io n  a re  r e a d  a n d  a d o p te d .

A R T I C L E  1 6 8

T h e  C h a irm a n  w e lc o m e s  th e  R e v . F .  K o u w e n h o v e n ,  M .T h .,  a n d  e x p re s s e s  th e  h o p e  

o f  S y n o d  t h a t  h e  a c c e p t  h is  a p p o in t m e n t  a s  P r o f e s s o r  f o r  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  d is c ip l in e s .  

R e v . K o u w e n h o v e n  t h a n k s  S y n o d  f o r  th e  t r u s t  p la c e d  in  h im .

A R T IC L E  1 6 9

U p o n  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  C o m m it te e  I I  o n  th e  Training f o r  the M in istry, S y n o d  

d e c id e s  to  a u th o r i z e  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s

a . to  f ill  v a c a n c ie s  in  t h e  C o m m i t te e  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  b e tw e e n  tw o  

G e n e r a l  S y n o d s ;

b .  to  m a k e  t e m p o r a r y  a r r a n g e m e n ts  fo r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  th e  

C o lle g e  w h e n e v e r  n e e d  a r is e s .

A R T I C L E  1 7 0

C o m m i t te e  I I  o n  P roposal R e  O th er Colleges p r e s e n t s :

M aterials:
a . O v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  H a m il to n ,  O n t . ,  111,36;

b .  R e q u e s t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l t a ,  IV , 13  s u b  2 .

O bservations:
1. T h e  C h u r c h  a t  H a m il to n  is o f  th e  o p in io n  “ t h a t  th e r e  a re  b e t t e r  a n d  m o r e  

a p p r o p r i a te  p o s s ib i l i t ie s .  A ls o  m o r e  r e a l is t ic  a n d  r e s p o n s ib le ”  th a n  “ t o  e x 

p a n d  th e  e x is t in g  t r a in in g  f a c i l i t ie s  t o  a  fu l l  f le d g e d  o w n  a n d  in d e p e n d e n t  

T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a r y  w i th  p r o f e s s o r s ,  l e c tu r e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s t a f f  r e q u i r e d ,  as 

w e ll a s  b u i ld in g s  a n d  l ib r a r y ” .

2 . T h e  C h u r c h  a t  H a m il to n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a ls o  d e c la r e s  t h a t  “ I f  th e r e  r e a l ly  w e re  n o  

o t h e r  p o s s ib i l i t ie s ,  o u r  c o n s i s to r y  w o u ld  b e  th e  f i r s t  to  r e c o g n iz e  th is  a n d  

s t im u la te  w i th  a ll p o s s ib le  r e s o u rc e s  th e  f o u n d in g  o f  th is  o w n  a n d  in d e p e n 

d e n t  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  S e m in a r y .  A t  a n y  c o s t ” .

3 . T h e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n  su g g e s ts  t h a t  S y n o d  “ in v e s tig a te  w h e th e r  th e r e  a re  

o t h e r  T h e o lo g ic a l  S c h o o ls  o r  C o lle g e s  w h e re  a  r e f o r m e d  th e o lo g ic a l  t r a in in g  

c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d ” , m e a n w h i le  c o n t in u in g  th e  T r a in in g  f o r  th e  M in is t ry  a s  i t  is 

b e in g  d o n e  a t  t h i s  t im e .
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4 .  T h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  f r o m  th e  “ R u le s  a n d  R e g u la t io n s ”  a d o p te d  b y  th e  S y n o d  o f  

E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ,  A c ts  A r t .  1 9 9 ,  6 ,  I ,  r e a d s ,  “ D e  K e r k e n  v e rz o rg e n  d e  

O p le id in g  t o t  d e  d i e n s t  d e s  W o o rd s  d o o r  m id d e l  v a n  C u r a to r e n ,  d ie  b e n o e m d  

e n  g e ïn s t r u e e r d  w o r d e n  d o o r  d e  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e .”

Considerations:
1. T h e  p r o p o s a l  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  H a m i l to n  su g g e s ts  a  c o u r s e  w h ic h  w o u ld  le a d  

a w a y  f r o m  a  C o lle g e  o f  o u r  o w n ,  a n d  w o u ld  b r in g  th e  C h u r c h e s  t o  m a k e  u s e  

o f  a  C o lle g e  o r  S e m in a r y  o v e r  w h ic h  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  c o n t r o l  w h a t s o e v e r .

2 . T h is  c o u r s e  w o u ld  b e  i n c o n s i s te n t  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  q u o t e d  “ R u le ” , a d o p te d  b y  

S y n o d  1 9 6 5 .

3. E v e n  t h o u g h  i t  is  p o s s ib le  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s tu d ie d  e ls e w h e re  b e  a d m i t t e d  

t o  t h e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  e x a m in a t io n s  a f t e r  h a v in g  p a s s e d  a  “ s u p p le m e n ta r y  e x a m 

i n a t i o n ”  ( s e e  e.g. A c t s  S y n o d  H o m e w o o d  1958, A r t . 1 5 1 ) ,  y e t  i t  is  t o  b e  

c o n s id e r e d  a  m a t t e r  o f  u t m o s t  im p o r t a n c e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s  t h a t  

th e  T r a in in g  f o r  t h e  M in is t r y  b e  k e p t  in  o u r  o w n  h a n d s .

R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  d o  n o t  a c c e d e  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l  a n d  th e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s  a t  

H a m il to n  a n d  E d m o n t o n ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

A D O P T E D

T h e  R e v s . L. S e lle s  a n d  G . V a n D o o r e n  a b s ta in  f r o m  v o t in g .

A R T I C L E  171

Committee TI on R equ irem en t Ecclesiastical E xam inations presents:
M aterials:
a. Overture of the Church at Burlington Ont., 111,37 sub 5;
b. Request of the Church at London, Ont., IV, 12.
O bservations:
1. Both Churches propose to adopt the following rule:

“ To be admitted to the ecclesiastical examinations Theological students must admit 
to the Assembly which is going to examine them a Certificate issued by the Teach
ing Staff of our Seminary.”

2. The Church at London proposes to add, “ which proves that they followed the 
courses of our own Seminary” .

Considerations:
1. Synod Carman 1958 differentiated between those who studied at the Theological 

College of our Netherlands sisterchurches, and those who studied elsewhere, Acts. 
Art. 151.

2. Synod Hamilton 1962 did not bring about a change, Acts Art. 23,97,V.
3. Synod Edmonton 1965 did not do so either: the Acts make no mention o f this 

matter.
4. The wording of the decision o f Synod 1958 might give the impression as if, once 

the Churches can be provided with candidates who studied at our own College, it 
would be impossible for others to be admitted to the Ecclesiastical Examinations.

5 . I t  is  t h e r e f o r e  a d v is a b le  t o  c h a n g e  th e  w o rd in g .
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Recommendation:
S y n o d  d e c id e

T o  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  e x a m in a t io n s  c a n d id a t e s  sh a ll  s u b m i t  p r o o f  t h a t  

t h e y  h a v e  c o m p le te d  t h e i r  s tu d ie s  a t  o u r  o w n  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e .  C a n d id a te s  w h o  

t o o k  t h e i r  th e o lo g ic a l  t r a in in g  a t  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  sh a ll  p r e s e n t  a  C e r t i f i c a te  is s u e d  

b y  th e  S t a f f  o f  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  s t a t in g  

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  f o l lo w e d  a n d / o r  c o m p le m e n te d  a  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d ie s  c o n f o r m in g  w i th  

t h e  t r a in in g  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u rc h e s .

A D O P T E D

A R T IC L E  1 7 2

C o m m i t te e  I I  o n  th e  Implementation o f  Article 19 C.O. ( C o m p a r e  A r t .  1 5 5 )  

p r e s e n ts :

R e : Mandate o f  Depu ties ad Art. 19 C. O.
A. Proposal o f  Regional Synod o f  Ontario 1968

Materials:
a . R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  a d  A r t .  19  C .O .,  1 ,2  (S e e  S u p p le m e n t  1 1 -A );

b .  P r o p o s a l  o f  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io  1 9 6 8 ,1 1 1 ,2 7  s u b  4 .

Observations:
1. D e p u t ie s  a d  A r t .  1 9  C .O . g r a n te d  a  la rg e  a m o u n t  o f  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  in  a  

c a se  w h e r e  a  “ la rg e  f a m i ly ”  w a s  in v o lv e d .

2 .  D e p u t ie s ,  h a v in g  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  b y  so m e  C h u r c h e s  f o r  d o in g  so , e x p r e s s  th e  

h o p e  t h a t  S y n o d  m a y  g ive  D e p u t ie s  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  s im ila r  c a se s  t h a t  m ig h t  

t u r n  u p  in  th e  f u tu r e .

3 . R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io  1 9 6 8  p r o p o s e s  t o  S y n o d  t o  r e s t r i c t  f in a n c ia l  a id  

t o  n e e d y  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  m in i s t r y  t o  t h e  a c tu a l  c o s ts  o f  th e i r  s tu d ie s .

Considerations:
1. I n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d  fo r  m in i s te r s ,  t h e  C h u r c h e s  s e t  u p  in  1 9 6 2  a  

p ro v is io n a l  t r a in in g  f o r  th e  M in is t ry  w h e re  s t u d e n t s  o f  th e o lo g y  c o u ld  re c e iv e  

th e i r  in s t r u c t io n .

2 . I n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  th e  d i f f ic u l t i e s  r e s u l t in g  f r o m  t h a t  s e t - u p ,  th e  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  

e s ta b l i s h e d  a G e n e ra l  F u n d  o u t  o f  w h ic h  s tu d e n t s  m ig h t  re c e iv e  f in a n c ia l  

a s s is ta n c e ,  A c ts  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 4 7 .

3 .  F r o m  th e  c h a r a c te r  a n d  s e t-u p  o f  th is  G e n e r a l  F u n d  i t  f o l lo w s  t h a t  f in a n c ia l  

a s s is ta n c e  t o  th e  s t u d e n t s  s h o u ld  b e  l im i te d  t o  th e  a c tu a l  c o s t  o f  th is  s t u d y .

R ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  in s t r u c t  D e p u t ie s  a d  A r t .  19  C .O . to  r e s t r i c t  t h e  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  to

th e  n e e d y  s tu d e n t s  a t  o u r  o w n  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  t o  t h e  a c tu a l  c o s t  o f  t h e i r

th e o lo g ic a l  s tu d ie s .

A D O P T E D

5 9



B. Proposals o f  Churches at Barrhead, Alta, and Edmonton, A Ita.
Materials:
a . R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  a d  A r t .  19  C . 0 . 1 ,2  (S e e  S u p p le m e n t  1 1 -A );

b .  O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r r h e a d ,  A l t a ,  111,17;

c . O v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l t a ,  111,20.

Observations:
1. T h e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r r h e a d  a n d  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n  a re  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  

th e o lo g ic a l  s t u d e n t s  s h o u ld  b e  f re e  to  c h o o s e  th e  S e m in a r y  a t  w h ic h  th e y  

w o u ld  l ik e  t o  s tu d y .

2 .  T h e s e  C h u r c h e s  fe e l  t h a t  t h i s  f r e e d o m  is r e s t r i c te d  b y  th e  r e g u la t io n s  f o r  th e  

f in a n c ia l  h e lp  o u t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  a d  A r t .  1 9  C .O . a s  p r o p o s e d  in  th e  

r e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s .

3. T h e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r r h e a d  t h e r e f o r e  p r o p o s e s  n o t  t o  l im i t  th e  f in a n c ia l  a s s is t 

a n c e  o u t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  a d  A r t .  19  C .O . t o  th e o lo g ic a l  s t u d e n t s  w h o  

s tu d y  a t  o u r  o w n  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e .

4. T h e  C h u rc h  a t  E d m o n to n  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  n e w ly  a p p o in t e d  

D e p u t ie s  a d  A r t .  19  C .O . w ill a ls o  r e c e iv e  th e  m a n d a te  “ t o ,  in  e x c e p t io n a l  

c a s e s , s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a re  n o t  s t u d y i n g ”  a t  o u r  o w n  T h e o lo g ic a l  

C o lle g e .

C onsiderations:
1. T h e  C h u r c h e s  s h o u ld  r e s p e c t  th e  f r e e d o m  o f  s tu d y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  o f  T h e o lo g y .

2. T h e  C h u r c h e s  a t  B a r rh e a d  a n d  a t  E d m o n to n  c la im  t h a t  th is  f r e e d o m  o f  s tu d y  

is l im i te d  w h e n  n o  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  is g iv en  t o  th o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  d o  n o t  

s tu d y  a t  o u r  o w n  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e .

3 . N e i th e r  C h u r c h  h a s  f u r n i s h e d  a n y  p r o o f  fo r  th is  c la im .

4 .  M o re o v e r ,  t h e  p r o p o s a l  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n to n  fa ils  t o  m a k e  c le a r  w h a t  

is m e a n t  b y  “ e x c e p t io n a l  c a s e s ” , so m e  o f  w h ic h  “ m ig h t  e v e n  b e  b e n e f ic ia l  to  

th e  C h u r c h e s ” .

R  ecom m en dation :
S y n o d  d e c id e  n o t  to  a c c e p t  th e  p r o p o s a l s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s  a t  B a r r h e a d  a n d  a t

E d m o n to n .

A D O P T E D

C. A p p o in tm en t o f  D epu ties ad  A rt. 19 C.O.
Materials:
a. Report of Deputies, 1,2 (See Supplement 11-A);
b. Overture of the Church at Barrhead, Alta, 111,17;
c. Overture of the Church at Coaldale, Alta. 111,4;
d. Overture of Regional Synod of Ontario 1968,111,27 sub 6.
O bservations:
1. Deputies state that the General Fund ad Art. 19 C.O. was a temporary set-up.
2. Deputies propose that, if  Synod should decide to carry on with this Fund,

Deputies be again appointed.
3. Deputies include in their report a draft o f regulations which could be a guide 

for the General Synod if  this Fund should be continued.
4. The Churches at Barrhead and at Coaldale suggest some changes in this draft
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Considerations:
1. D e p u t ie s  r ig h t ly  s t a te  t h a t  th e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  a d  A r t .  1 9  C .O . w a s  a  t e m p o r a r y  

s e t -u p .

2 .  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5  e s ta b l i s h e d  s u c h  a  F u n d  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  o f  t h e  o p in io n  

t h a t  i t  w a s  r e a s o n a b le  t o  a r ra n g e  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  s t u d e n t s  g e n e r a l ly  u n t i l  th e  

t im e  t h a t  a  C o lle g e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e s ta b l i s h e d  a t  a  c e r ta in  p la c e ,  A c t s  A r t .  

1 4 7 .

3 .  S y n o d  1 9 6 8  h a s  a p p o in t e d  th r e e  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  tw o  l e c tu r e r s  a n d  h a s  d e c id e d  

t h a t  a  C o lle g e  sh a l l  b e  e s ta b l i s h e d  s h o r t ly .

Conclusions:
1. In  v ie w  o f  t h e  f a c t s  s t a te d  a b o v e  i t  m a y  b e  a s s u m e d  t h a t  th is  t e m p o r a r y  f u n d  

w ill  d i s c o n t in u e  a s  s o o n  a s  t h i s  C o lle g e  c o m m e n c e s  i t s  o p e r a t io n .

2 .  In  th e  m e a n t im e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  th is  f u n d  is t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d  b y  n e w  

D e p u t ie s .

R ecommendations:
S y n o d  a p p o in t  Five d e p u t i e s  w i th  t h e  m a n d a te

a . t o  c o n t in u e  th e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  th is  f u n d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  t h e  m a n d a te  o f  

S y n o d  1 9 6 5 ,  A c ts  A r t .  1 4 7 ,  u n t i l  t h e  C o lle g e  b e c o m e s  o p e r a t io n a l ;

b .  t o  g iv e  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  f r o m  th e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  o n ly  t o  s t u d e n t s  w h o  m a k e  

u s e  o f  t h e  p ro v is io n a l  t r a in in g  a n d  n e e d  h e lp ,  a n d  t o  r e s t r i c t  th is  a s s is ta n c e  t o  

t h e  a c tu a l  c o s t s  o f  t h e i r  th e o lo g ic a l  s tu d ie s ;

c . t o  h o n o u r  t h e  c o m m i tm e n ts  m a d e  p r i o r  t o  1 9 6 8 .

A R T IC L E  1 7 3
A D O P T E D

C o m m i t te e  I I I  o n  Correspondence with Foreign Churches p r e s e n t s  a d e ta i le d  r e p o r t  

( S u p p le m e n t  6 -B )  o n  th e  “ M in o r i ty  R e p o r t ”  (1 ,1 2 )  f o r w a r d e d  t o  S y n o d  b y  o n e  o f  th e  

D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  C h u r c h e s  a b r o a d ,  M r. P . V a n d e r S c h a a f  (A r t s .  6 6 ,  7 3 )

Observation:
M r. P .  V a n d e r S c h a a f  s c o m m u n ic a t io n  r e s u l t s  in  th e  o v e r tu r e  t h a t  S y n o d ,  o n  th e  

b a s is  o f  c e r t a in  o b s e r v a t io n s  a n d  c o n s id e r a t i o n s ,  m a k e  th e  f o l lo w in g  d e c is io n :

“ D e  S y n o d e  s p r e e k t  u i t  d a t  d e  k e r k e r a a d  v a n  B re d a  ( p r a e s e s  D s K .C . S m o u te r )  a ls w e t t ig e  

r a a d  v a n  D e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k  te  B re d a  e r k e n d  d i e n t  t e  w o r d e n ,  e n  d e  h ie r b o v e n  ( in  

“ m i n o r i t y  r e p o r t ” )  g e n o e m d e  k e r k e r a d e n ,  p r e d ik a n te n  e n  k e r k e n ,  v o o r z o v e r  z ij  n i e t  z e lv e  

h e t  v e r b a n d  m e t  D e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in  N e d e r la n d ,  m e t  w e lk e  o n z e  k e r k e n  t o t  

d u s v e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ie  o n d e r h ie ld e n ,  v e r b r o k e n  h e b b e n ,  a ls  w e t t ig e  k e r k e r a d e n ,  p r e d 

i k a n t e n  e n  k e r k e n  te  b l i jv e n  e r k e n n e n ,  e n  m e t  h a a r  d e  k e r k e l i jk e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ie  te  

b l i jv e n  o n d e r h o u d e n ;  e n  b e s lu i t  h ie rv a n  m e d e d e l in g  te  d o e n  a a n  d e  e e r s tk o m e n d e  g e n e ra le  

s y n o d e  v a n  D e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in  N e d e r l a n d .”  (P a g e  1 9 )

Recommendation:
S y n o d  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  th is  m in o r i t y  r e p o r t  i t  is u n w a r r a n t e d  a n d  

im p o s s ib le  to  d e c id e  u p o n  th e  o v e r tu r e  c o n ta in e d  in  i t ,  n a m e ly  t o  m a in ta in  th e  c o r r e s p o n 

d e n c e  w i th  c h u r c h e s ,  c o n s i s to r ie s  a n d  m in i s te r s  w h o  a t  p r e s e n t  a re  o u t s id e  th e  

“ K e r k v e r b a n d ”  o f  th e  s i s t e r c h u r c h c s  in  t h e  N e th e r l a n d s  w i th  w h ic h  w e h a v e  c o r 

r e s p o n d e n c e .

R e a s o n :  T h e  m in o r i t y  r e p o r t  s p e a k s  o f  d e f ic ie n c ie s  in  C h u r c h  p o l i t y  in  “ D e  G e r e 

f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in  N e d e r l a n d ” , b u t  d o e s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a  c o m p le te  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  is su e s  

in v o lv e d .
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ARTICLE 174

Committee III on C orrespondence w ith  Foreign Churches presents:
M aterial:
A-request of Messrs. K. Blokhuis, J. Ferkranus and S. J. VanderKooy, IV,9. 
O bservation:
The brethren request Synod to send a pastoral letter to the sisterchurches in the 

Netherlands in which to express:
“our concern over the developments in the sister churches; to appeal for humility before 
the Lord; that the love referred to by the apostle Paul in I Corinthians 13 should be first 
and foremost in all church dealing, notwithstanding differences of opinion; to do every
thing possible to prevent further schisms and to heal the existing rifts.”

Consideration:
These brethren do not give sufficient evidence to substantiate their statements:

a. “ the Church order is sometimes interpreted in a disputable manner. This has resulted in 
a number of local church divisions.”
b. “the Church press is not at the level which should be expected from brothers who all 
have one Saviour and all subscribe to the same church confession.”
c. “the mutual Christian love, which should be the dominant factor, becomes less and less 
evident.”
d. “the strong impression is obtained that as a result o f the above, the conditions are 
becoming increasingly more chaotic.”

R ecom m en dation :
Synod decide not to grant the request of these brethren.
Ground: They fail to substantiate the reasons for their request with factual 

evidence.
A D O P T E D

ARTICLE 175

Rev. G. VanDooren requests Synod to sing Hymn 24:1,2, and leads in prayer. 

TWENTY-THIRD SESSION -  WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 4TH, 1968

ARTICLE 176

The Chairman requests Synod to sing Psalm 84:1,2,6, reads Psalm 84, and leads in 
prayer.

ARTICLE 177

The roll calls indicates that all the members are present except elder J. Bareman 
(see Art. 166).

ARTICLE 178

The Acts of the Twenty-Second Session are read and adopted.
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A R T IC L E  1 7 9

C o m m i t te e  I I  o n  Translation and Revision Church Order p r e s e n t s :

Materials:
a . R e p o r t  D e p u t ie s  T r a n s la t i o n  C h u r c h  O r d e r ,  1 ,6  ( in c lu d in g  D r a f t  T r a n s la t i o n ,  (se e  

S u p p le m e n t  1 2 ) ;

b .  O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C a r m a n ,  M a n .,  I l l ,  1 0 ;

c . O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io ,  I I I ,  2 7 ,  s u b  9 ;

d .  O v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a t  O ra n g e v i l le ,  O n t . ,  I l l ,  2 8 ;

e . O v e r tu r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l ta ,  I I I ,  3 2 .

R ecommendations:
T h a t  S y n o d

1. p r o v is io n a l ly  a c c e p t  th e  p r e s e n te d  d r a f t - t r a n s la t io n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  w i th  th e  

f o l lo w in g  c h a n g e s :

a . “ p a r t i c u l a r  s y n o d ”  i n to  “ R e g io n a l  S y n o d ” ;

b . th e  w o r d  “ s e c u la r ”  in  A r t .  2 8 ,  7 1 , 7 9  i n t o  “ c iv il” ;

2 . a p p o in t  a  C o m m i t te e  w i th  th e  m a n d a te

a . t o  im p ro v e  th e  w o rd in g  o f  th e  d r a f t - t r a n s la t io n  w h e re v e r  n e c e s s a r y ;

b .  t o  re v ise  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  w h e re  s u c h  re v is io n  w o u ld  p r o f i t  t h e  C h u rc h e s  

( A r t  8 6  C .O .) ;

c . t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  n e x t  G e n e r a l  S y n o d ;

d .  to  s e n d  a  c o p y  o f  th e i r  r e p o r t  t o  th e  C h u r c h e s ;

3 . p a s s  o n  t o  t h e  C o m m i t te e  t h e  a p p e n d ic e s  t o  111 ,27, s u b  9 ,  a n d  111,32.

A D O P T E D

A R T I C L E  1 8 0

S y n o d  d e c id e s  to  m a k e  th e  f o l lo w in g  appointments:
a. Board o f  Governors:

R e v s . W . L o o p s t r a  ( c o n v e n e r ) ,  L . M o e s , J .  M u ld e r ,  H . A . S te l ,  M . v a n  B e v e re n ,  D . 

V a n d e r B o o m .  A l te r n a te s :  R e v s . D . D e J o n g ,  P .  K in g m a , A . B . R o u k e m a ,  M. 

V a n d e rW e l,  W . W . J .  V a n O e n e .

b. Committee fo r Support Students (Art. 19 C.O.):
R e v s . M . v a n  B e v e re n  ( c o n v e n e r ) ,  M . V a n d e rW e l,  M e ss rs . M . V a n G r o o t h e e s t ,  H . 

V a n V e e n ,  A . J .  Y ts m a .

c. Committee fo r an English Catvinistic Psalter:
M r. M . M . D e G r o o t ,  R e v . F . K o u w e n h o v e n ,  M r. S . R .  S m i ld e ,  R e v .  D . V a n d e r B o o m ,  

R e v .  G .  V a n D o o r e n  ( c o n v e n e r ) .

d. Committee on Translation Heidelberg Catechism:
P r o f .  F .  O o s te r h o f f ,  R e v . H . A . S te l  ( c o n v e n e r ) ,  R e v . C . V a n S p r o n s e n .
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e. Committee on Translation and Revision Church Order:
Revs. H. Scholten (convener), H. A. Stel, W. W. J. VanOene.

f. Committee on Revised Standard Version:
Revs. D. DeJong (convener), J. Mulder, H. A. Stel.

g. Committee fo r Correspondence with Churches Abroad:
Mr. C. Ouwersloot, Rev. H. Scholten (convener), Mr. P. VanderSchaaf.

h. Committee fo r Contact with the Christian Reformed Church:
Mr. M. Kampen, Revs. F. Kouwenhoven, M. van Beveren, D. VanderBoom, G. 
VanDooren (convener).

i  Committee fo r Contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church:
Revs. W. Loopstra, H. Scholten, L. Selles (convener), Mr. W. WOdeboer, Alternate: 
Rev. M. VanderWel.

/. Church in charge o f  the A  rchives:
The Church at Burlington, Ont.

k. Church fo r the inspection o f  the Archives:
The Church at Hamilton, Ont.

I  Church fo r  auditing the books o f Theological College:
The Church at Chatham, Ont.

m. Church fo r  auditing the books o f  Committee English Cahmistic Psalter:
The Church at Brampton, Ont.

n  Church fo r auditing the books o f  General Synod 1968:
The Church at Fergus-Guelph, Ont.

o. Churches to appoint Days o f  Fasting and Prayer:
The Churches at Burlington, Ont., and Edmonton, Alta.

ARTICLE 181

Censure ad Article 43 C.O. is not necessary.

ARTICLE 182

Synod decides to entrust the publication o f the Acts to the two clerks.
The Acts will be sent

l. to the Churches in so many copies that every family and single person can receive 
one;

2. to the Church which keeps the Archives, a number of copies;
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3. to the Library of the Theological College, a number of copies.

ARTICLE 183

Synod decides to request the Financial Committee appointed by the convening 
Church, to wit Mr. C. Lindhout and Mr. S. Wildeboer, to continue, and from the funds 
still available to reimburse Deputies for the costs incurred in the fulfillment of their 
mandate, and to authorize this Committee to ask the Churches for additional contri
butions if needed.

ARTICLE 184

The Church at New Westminster, B.C., is appointed convening Church for the next 
General Synod.

ARTICLE 185

The Assessor together with the 1st Clerk will take care of the Press Release.

ARTICLE 186

Synod decides that members of the Churches may propose a name for the Theo
logical College on which the Board o f Governors will decide.

ARTICLE 187

Synod decides to adjourn provisionally.
If due to unforseen difficulties in the appointment of Staff members of the Theo

logical College it appears necessary to reconvene Synod, the Board of Governors shall 
notify the officers.

ARTICLE 188

The Acts of the executive sessions, to wit the Article 99, 108, 116, 131, will be 
taken care of by the officers. These Articles will be forwarded to the Churches under 
cover.

ARTICLE 189

The Chairman, Rev. W. W. J. VanOene, addresses Synod as follows:
Dear Brethren in the Lord,

The saddest and at the same time happiest moment in the brief life o f a General 
Synod has arrived: we have come to the end of our work, and Synod will presently be 
adjourned.

It is a sad moment. During the weeks we have been together and have been holding 
this Synod, we have grown into a group of men who have learned to know each other,
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whereas before in more than one instance we were more or less strangers to each other, 
though united by the one bond o f faith.

It is this bond of faith in which we have been brought together, by which we have 
been kept together, and in which we have done the work we were charged to do.

Those who were members of previous Synods will recall the feeling of loneliness 
which was unmistakable once the Synod had died: That closely-knit community of 
sixteen men now stood dissolved; each one o f them knew only one thing: how to reach 
his family in the shortest possible time and to make an end to a separation of several 
weeks.

Members o f Synod who for many days worked together, had their meals together, 
and sometimes slept under the same roof, now realize that there are distances: distances 
of hundreds and even thousands of miles. It is a moment of sadness.

It is at the same time a happy moment. There is happiness because within a day 
practically every one will -  under the guidance and the protection of the LORD -  have 
been re-united with his family and have returned to his daily task.

However, that is not all. It is not even the first thought that comes up. In the first 
place there is the happiness that the work has been finished, the task been accomplished.

The weeks that passed by were not spent in idleness. There was a constant strain: 
Every member was well aware of the responsibility and o f the necessity to give account to 
his LORD. One wrong step, one wrong decision, one wrong turn, and the Churches might 
start on a road which will lead them away from their basis, away from the faithfulness to 
the Scriptures and to the Forms and Regulations they have agreed upon.

Now we have come to the last point on the agenda: Closing. That is the first reason 
for our happiness and, to a certain extent, satisfaction. It is something to be satisfied with 
when one has been allowed to complete the task given to him.

Now we depart from here; there is gratitude in our hearts: the LORD has kept us, 
given us strength and wisdom, and enabled us to deal with all matters entrusted to us.

One of the reasons why we were able to deal with all matters brought up in such a 
relatively short period was the way in which this Synod was prepared by the Church at 
Orangeville, and especially by those who were thereunto appointed by the Orangeville 
Church. The care with which the preparations for this Synod were carried out and the 
care which has been bestowed upon us in every respect during these past weeks made us 
forget almost completely the unfriendliness of the climate. I wish to express our heartfelt 
thanks to all who in any way gave their attention, their time, their care, and their skill. It 
could hardly have been better and it may serve as an example for the convening Church 
for the next General Synod. Brethren and sisters: Many thanks!

In due time the printed Acts will reach the Churches so that our work and its 
results can be examined, not in a spirit of a wrongly-understood and exaggerated “ ratifi
cation-idea” , but in the spirit of faithfulness to the promises made also in the credentials, 
given to those who were delegated to the broader assemblies.

That our actions and decisions will be examined and scrutinized by the Churches 
should not refrain us from cautiously evaluating them at the close of this Synod.

This Synod was a “ first”  in more than one respect.
It was the first Synod where the discussions were held in the English language.
It was the first Synod o f which the Acts will be published in the English language, 

the English text being the authentic one.
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A t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  S y n o d  w e  h e a r d  th e  t i t l e  “ W o rk e rs  o f  th e  f i r s t  H o u r ” . I t  is  

a n  a p p r o p r i a te  e x p r e s s io n  t o  d e n o te  t h o s e  w h o  w e re  th e  p io n e e r s ,  t h r o u g h  w h o s e  la b o u r s  

a n d  s a c r i f ic e s  t h e  L O R D  c a u s e d  H is  C h u r c h  t o  g ro w .

W e m e t  in  O ra n g e v i l le .  T h is  is  a  “ C h u r c h  o f  th e  f i r s t  H o u r ” . W h o  d o e s  n o t  r e c a l l  th e  

n a m e  “ G e o r g e to w n ” ?

A g a in  w e  h a v e  s o m e  “ W o rk e r s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  H o u r ” .

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  f a r - r e a c h in g  d e c is io n s  th is  S y n o d  h a s  m a d e  is th e  

o n e  b y  w h ic h  a  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b l i s h e d .

W e c a n n o t  d isg u ise  f r o m  o u rs e lv e s  th e  d i f f ic u l t i e s  w i th  w h ic h  o u r  P r o f e s s o r s  a n d  

L e c tu r e r s  w il l  h a v e  t o  c o p e .  T h e r e  is  a  c o n s id e r a b le  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  b e c o m in g  a  

P r o f e s s o r  a n d  A s s is ta n t - P r o f e s s o r  a t  a n  e s ta b l i s h e d  C o lle g e  a n d  h a v in g  t o  b u i ld  e v e r y th in g  

f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d  u p .  O u r  P r o f e s s o r s  a n d  A s s is ta n t -P ro fe s s o r s  a re  f a c in g  a n  e n o r m o u s  ta s k .  

T h a t  a m o n g  th e m  s e v e ra l  “ M e n  o f  th e  f i r s t  H o u r ”  a re  f o u n d  c a n  o n ly  b e  a  v a lu a b le  a s s e t .

I t  is  a  r e a s o n  f o r  s o r r o w  t h a t  th e  v e ry  f i r s t  m in i s te r  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  f r o m  u s  b y  th e  

L O R D . T h e  R e v .  J .  T .  V a n  P o p t a  p a s s e d  a w a y  w i t h o u t  l e a r n in g  o f  h is  a p p o in t m e n t  as 

P r o f e s s o r .  W e g r a te f u l ly  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  m e r c y  o f  th e  L O R D , w h ic h  w a s  so  a b u n d a n t ly  

c le a r  in  o u r  l a t e  b r o t h e r .

W e a ll  a re  a w a re  o f  th e  f in a n c ia l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th e  d e c is io n  t o  e s ta b l i s h  a 

T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e . I t  is  o n ly  b e c a u s e  w e  a re  c o n v in c e d  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i ty  t o  e s ta b l i s h  o u r  

C o lle g e  t h a t  w e  t o o k  i t .  T h e  r e a c t io n s  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  h e a r d  so  fa r  c o n f i r m  th is  o u r  

c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  d o n e  th e  r ig h t  th in g .  A n d  w i th  th e  p r a y e r  t h a t  th e  L O R D  w ill 

e s ta b l i s h  t h e  w o r k  o f  o u r  h a n d s  w e  w ish  o u r  C o lle g e  G o d s p e e d :  a  b le s s e d  j o u r n e y  a n d  a 

sa fe  a r r iv a l!

May from its gates come forth a steady flow of well-trained and thoroughly Re
formed candidates for the Ministry, that the Churches of the Lord be provided with 
faithful shepherds and be preserved in the unity of the true faith, in order that the Son of 
man, at His coming, may find the faith on the earth.

The strain of the work and of the discussions became evident. This strain will 
undoubtedly have contributed to the illness of br Bouwman who had to be admitted to 
the hospital. The Lord graciously restore his health and grant him that he may return to 
his family in good health.

As for the others: no one was prevented from doing his work; we were also allowed 
to do our work in peace and quiet. Six years ago, when the Synod of Hamilton was held, 
there was a serious threat to world-peace when the Cuban missile-crisis held the attention 
of the whole world.

No such thing happened during this Synod: we could give our undivided attention 
to the matters placed before us.

These matters were varied and frequently extensive.
I have already mentioned the matters concerning our Theological College. I t  would 

amount to gross neglect if  I should fail to mention the whole cause of an English 
Calvinistic Psalter.

One might wonder whether we are not taking upon ourselves burdens too heavy 
and responsibilities too great for us by trying to establish a College and by endeavouring 
to complete an English Calvinistic Psalter. Are not these causes too great and too high for 
us? Are we not trying to walk on stilts that are too tall and in boots that are much too 
large for us?
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We are convinced that these are necessary undertakings when we take our calling 
seriously. It is not from a desire to act big that we have made bold to take up those tasks 
and are endeavouring to fulfil them; but it is from the desire to serve our God and Father 
and to maintain and preserve what He has given to us, His Church and children. His we 
are and Him we serve.

It is from this same desire that we have maintained contact with the Christian 
Reformed Church and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

The fact that discussions and talks are being held is no cause for alarm. It is only for 
those who misunderstand their character.

No one will deny that sometimes contact is sought by persons who have already 
forsaken and denied their own stand.

But to everyone who has seriously taken note of the reports o f our Deputies and 
for all those who have followed the discussions at Synod it is abundantly clear -  and let 
our God be praised for this — that the brethren who were our voices at the meetings of 
contact-committees have not for one second given an impression as if  they doubted that 
the cause for which they stood was the cause of the Son o f God. Continuation of such 
discussions can never be detrimental to the cause of Christ’s Church.

It is not my intention to discuss or defend this Synod’s decisions. We believe that 
they are clear and speak for themselves. We have acquitted ourselves of our task to the 
best of our abilities. We have done what we had to do: it is the LORD from Whom we 
expect the outcome and the blessing. Here, too, we confess that without His blessing 
neither our care and labour nor anything else can profit us.

Brethren, we must part.
But we shall not do so without a word of thanks to all of you.
It was a pleasure to chair the sessions. You placed considerable trust in me when 

choosing me to be the president of this Synod. It was you who rendered it possible not to 
put this trust to shame. At least, I hope that I have not done so.

The LORD our God be with us all.

Thank You.

ARTICLE 190

The Chairman requests Synod to sing Psalm 122. The Assessor, Rev. H. Scholten, 
leads in prayer and thanksgiving.
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SUPPLEMENT 1 

(Ag. Report 1,8; Art. 42)

REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE 

GENERAL SYNOD 1965 

CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCHES 

SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS & DISBURSEMENTS

RECEIPTS

A s s e s s m e n ts  o f  $ 2 .0 0  a s  p e r  S c h e d u le  “ A ”  

B a n k  I n t e r e s t

DISBURSEMENTS:

T ra v e ll in g  E x p e n s e s  a s  p e r  S c h e d u le  “B” 

M e e tin g  E x p e n s e s  a s  p e r  S c h e d u le  “ C ”  

C o s t  o f  A c ts

S u n d r y  E x p e n s e s  a s  p e r  S c h e d u le  “ D ”

E x p e n s e s  o f  D e p u t ie s  a s  p e r  S c h e d u le  “ E ”  

C A S H  O N  H A N D  M A R . 1 5 /6 8

$ 5 ,4 9 2 .0 0

1 6 7 .7 0

$ 5 ,6 5 9 .7 0

$ 1 ,6 6 7 .0 6

8 3 2 .6 9

1 ,7 4 8 .4 7

3 8 .6 9

4 ,2 8 6 .9 1  

$ 1 ,3 7 2 .7 9  

$ 1 ,3 4 1 .0 4  

$  3 1 .7 5

6 9



S C H E D U L E  “ A ”

A S S E S S M E N T S :

C L A S S IS  -  O N T A R IO  N O R T H : C o n f .  M b rs .

p a id  t h r o u g h  C la s s is  Q u a e s to r 9 4 1 1 ,8 8 2 .0 0

C L A S S IS  -  O N T A R IO  S O U T H :

C h a th a m 1 2 0 2 4 0 .0 0

H a m il to n 1 3 4 2 6 8 .0 0

L o n d o n 4 0 8 0 .0 0

S m ith v i l le 2 3 0 4 6 0 .0 0

W a tf o r d 4 4 8 8 .0 0

G r a n d  R a p id s 7 0 1 4 0 .0 0

6 3 8 1 ,2 7 6 .0 0

C L A S S IS  -  A L B E R T A  &  M A N IT O B A :

B a r r h e a d 2 5 5 0 .0 0

C a lg a ry 11 2 2 .0 0

C a rm a n 9 7 1 9 4 .0 0

C o a ld a le 1 0 0 2 0 0 .0 0

E d m o n t o n 2 5 0 5 0 0 .0 0

N e e r la n d ia 2 9 5 8 .0 0

W in n ip e g 8 0 1 6 0 .0 0

5 9 2 1 ,1 8 4 .0 0

C L A S S IS  -  B .C .

A b b o t s f o r d 9 5 1 9 0 .0 0

C lo v e rd a le 8 7 1 7 4 .0 0

H o u s to n 5 5 1 1 0 .0 0

N e w  W e s tm in s te r 2 6 1 5 2 2 .0 0

S m i th e r s 7 7 1 5 4 .0 0

5 7 5 1 ,1 5 0 .0 0

T O T A L S 2 ,7 4 6 5 ,4 9 2 .0 0
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S C H E D U L E  “ B ”

T R A V E L L I N G  E X P E N S E S :

D E L E G A T E S  F R O M  O N T A R IO :

R e v . D e  J o n g  — t r a in  o n e -w a y  6 4 .2 5 ,  a i r  o n e -w a y  8 9 .0 0 1 5 3 .2 5

R e v  K o u w e n h o v e n  — t r a in  o n e -w a y  6 4 .2 5 ,  a i r  o n e -w a y  8 9 .0 0 1 5 3 .2 5

R e v . S c h o l te n  — t r a in  tw o  w a y s 1 2 7 .7 5

R e v . S e lle s  -  t r a in  o n e  w a y  6 4 .2 5 ,  a ir  o n e  w a y  9 3 .2 0 1 5 7 .4 5

C . O u w e r s lo o t  — a ir  tw o  w a y s  in c l .  t r a in  t o  S m ith v i l le 1 8 5 .5 0

H . V a n  V e e n  -  a ir  o n e -w a y  8 9 .0 0 ,  t r a in  o n e -w a y  7 1 .0 0 1 6 0 .0 0

H . W ild e b o e r  — a ir  tw o  w a y s 1 7 8 .0 0

P . W ild e b o e r  — t r a i n  tw o  w a y s  in c l .  T o r ,  O ra n g e v il le 1 4 5 .3 6

D E L E G A T E S  F R O M  M A N IT O B A : 

R e v . J .  M u ld e r  — t r a i n  tw o  w a y s 8 0 .0 0

1 ,2 6 0 .5 6

L . T o e t  — a ir  tw o  w a y s 8 6 .0 0

D E L E G A T E S  F R O M  B .C . 

R e v .  S te l  — t r a in  tw o  w a y s 5 6 .0 0

1 6 6 .0 0

R e v . V a n O e n e  — t r a in  tw o  w a y s 5 1 .5 0

E .  B a a r tm a n  — t r a i n  tw o  w a y s 5 1 .5 0

J .  V a n d e r l in d e  — t r a i n  tw o  w a y s 5 1 .5 0 2 1 0 .5 0

S u n d r y  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in  E d m o n t o n 3 0 .0 0

$ 1 ,6 6 7 .0 6
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M E E T IN G  E X P E N S E S

M E A L S :

J i f f y  lu n c h  4  1 /2  d a y s 2 1 0 .7 5

M rs . S t ik s m a  b a la n c e  o f  17  111 d a y s 3 9 4 .7 4

U S E  O F  H A L L :

r e im b u r s e  f o r  l ig h t ,  h e a t  &  j a n i t o r  e x p . 5 4 .0 0

S T A T I O N E R Y  &  T E L E P H O N E :

P r in t in g  o f  l e t t e r h e a d s 7 .9 3

C o s t  o f  w ire  t o  R e v .  d e H a a n 2 .2 0

lo n g  d i s ta n c e  c a lls 2 3 .9 0

p a p e r ,  s te n c i l s  e tc .  @ c o s t 1 2 3 .5 6

p o s ta g e 1 5 .6 1

S C H E D U L E  “ C ”

8 3 2 .6 9

7 2



S C H E D U L E  “ D ’

S U N D R Y  E X P E N S E S :

E x c h a n g e  o n  c h e q u e s

S t a t i o n e r y  &  p o s ta g e  e x p .  o f  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e  

G r o u p  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  d e le g a te s  

less : r e c o v e ra b le  f r o m  d e le g a te s  

E x p e n s e s  c le r k

2 .9 6

1 5 .7 7

4 0 .0 0

3 2 .0 0 8 .0 0

1 1 .9 6 3 8 .6 9

E X P E N S E S  O F  D E P U T IE S

S to ra g e  c a b in e t  f o r  A rc h iv e s  (R e v .  V a n  D o o r e n )  

D e p u t ie s  f o r  P s a l te r  

J u n e / 6 6  5 9 .5 1

M a r ./6 7  5 8 .4 0

D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h

J u l y / 6 6

N o v . /6 6

M a r ./6 7

M a y /6 7

F e b . /6 8

4 8 .2 5  

8 9 .1 0  

9 9 .5 5  

6 6 .3 4

8 6 .2 5

D e p u t ie s  f o r  C o n t a c t  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h  

J u l . / 6 6  2 6 3 .6 4

J a n . / 6 8  4 5 0 .0 0 *

* in c l .  $ 1 5 0 .0 0  a d v a n c e  f o r  f u t u r e  m e e t in g s .

S C H E D U L E  “ E ”  

120.00

1 1 7 .9 1

3 8 9 .4 9

7 1 3 .6 4

$ 1 ,3 4 1 .0 4
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S U P P L E M E N T  2

( A r t .  4 5 )

R E P O R T  O F  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  I I I  O N  T H E  R e v ise d  S ta n d a rd  Version

O bserva tion s:
S y n o d  is r e q u e s t e d  t o

a . a p p o i n t  D e p u t i e s  “ t o  c h e c k  t h e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s i o n ” ;

b .  t o  g iv e  a  w e l l - f o u n d e d  j u d g m e n t  a s  t o  t h e  a c c u r a c y ,  f i r s t  o f  a ll  o f  t h e  R e v is e d  S ta n d a rd  

V e r s i o n ,  a n d  s e c o n d ly  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a v a i l a b le  m o d e r n  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  B ib le ;

c .  “ t o  r e q u e s t  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  in  t e s t i n g  th e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n ” ;

d .  “ t o  d e c l a r e  t h a t  i t  is  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  b e  a ls o  u s e d  in  our 

c h u r c h e s ” ;

e .  “ n o t  t o  d e c id e  y e t  o n  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  f o r  o fficial 

u s e  in  t h e  C h u r c h e s ,  b u t  t o  a p p o i n t  a  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  t h e  m a n d a t e  t o  s t u d y  the 

d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  c o r r e c t i o n s  in  t h i s  v e r s io n ,  a n d  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  E d i t o r s  o f  t h i s  tra n s la 

t i o n ”  b e c a u s e  a n  i m p r o v e d  v e r s io n  o f  t h e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  is  p l a n n e d  and 

a n y  s u g g e s t io n s  a s  t o  t h i s  i m p r o v e m e n t  a re  w e lc o m e ;

f .  “ t o  a d v is e  a ll  C a n a d i a n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  s t r o n g ly  t o  a d v o c a t e  t o  i t s  m e m b e r s  the 

u s e  o f  a p p r o v e d ,  m o d e r n  la n g u a g e  B ib le  v e r s i o n s . ”

C on sidera tion s:
a  I t  is  w i t h in  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h i s  S y n o d  t o  d e c id e  u p o n  th i s  m a t t e r  b e c a u s e

1. i t  is  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h e s  in  g e n e r a l  c h o o s e  t h e  V e r s i o n  th e y  c o n s i d e r  best 

f o r  o f f i c i a l  u s e  in  t h e  C h u r c h e s  ( A r t .  3 0  C .O .:  “ I n  m a j o r  a s s e m b l ie s  o n ly  such 

m a t t e r s  s h a l l  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  a s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  f i n i s h e d  in  m i n o r  a s s e m b l ie s ,  o r  such 

a s  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  C h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  m a j o r  a s s e m b ly  in  c o m m o n . ” ) ;

2 .  p r e v io u s  G e n e r a l  S y n o d s  h a v e  t a k e n  d e c i s i o n s  in  t h i s  m a t t e r  ( 1 9 5 4 ,  A r t s .  6 4 ,7 1  

o f  t h e  A c t s ;  1 9 5 8 ,  A r t s .  3 0 ,  3 4 ,  3 5 , 4 8 ,  9 3  o f  t h e  A c t s ) ;

3 .  S y n o d  1 9 5 8  e v e n  d e c i d e d  “ e e n  c o m m is s i e  ( t e )  b e n o e m e ( n )  d ie  d e  v r a a g  onder 

o g e n  m o e t  z ie n  o f  T h e  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n  t o t  g e b r u ik  in  o n z e  k e r k e n  kan 

w o r d e n  t o e g e l a t e n  e n  ( o f )  w o r d e n  a a n b e v o le n ” ; h o w e v e r ,  s u c h  a  C o m m i t t e e  was 

n e v e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h a t  S y n o d ;

4 .  S y n o d  1 9 5 8  d e a l t  in  d e ta i l  w i t h  a  r e q u e s t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  o f  a 

n e w  V e r s io n  ( A r t s .  3 5 ,  4 8 ,  9 3 ) .

T h e  con clusion  is  t h a t  p r e v io u s  S y n o d s  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  t o  b e  w i t h in  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a 

G e n e r a l  S y n o d  t o  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  in  t h i s  m a t t e r .

b  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  lim ita tions.
1. S y n o d  1 9 5 8  d id  n o t  c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  b e  “ in  th e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  S y n o d ”  “ t o  a p p o in t  

a  c o m m i t t e e ”  f o r  a c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  w o r k  o f  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  W o rd  of 

G o d  f r o m  th e  o r ig in a l  l a n g u a g e s  ( A c t s ,  p . 2 2 5 ) .  Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  a g re e s  t h a t  i t  is 

n o t  w i t h in  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  c o m p e t e n c e  o f  a  S y n o d  to  g iv e  a  m a n d a t e  for 

t r a n s l a t i n g  G o d ’s W o r d .  (S e e  a ls o  A c t s  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  1 9 5 4 ,  A r t .  6 4 )

2 .  O n c e  th e r e  is a  t r a n s l a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e ,  S y n o d  c a n  r e c o m m e n d  i t s  u s e  in  the 

C h u r c h e s  w h e n  “ h e t  S c h r i f tg e lo v ig  k a r a k t e r  d e z e r  v e r ta l i n g  o n b e s t r e d e n  is” 

( G e n e r a l  S y n o d  1 9 5 4 ,  A r t .  7 1 ) .
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3 . T h is  S y n o d  h a s  t o  s p e a k  in  th is  m a t t e r  b e c a u s e

a . S y n o d  1 9 5 4  r e c o m m e n d s  th e  K in g  J a m e s  V e r s io n  o n ly ;

b .  S y n o d  1 9 5 8  a g re e d  “ t h a t  th e  K in g  J a m e s  V e r s io n  h a s  b e c o m e  s o m e w h a t  

a n t i q u a te d  a s  s in c e  th e  t im e  i t  w a s  m a d e  a d d i t io n a l  a n c ie n t  m a n u s c r ip t s  h a v e  

b e e n  d is c o v e re d  a n d  a lso  th e  E n g lis h  la n g u a g e  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  c e r ta in  m o d if i c a 

t io n s ,  w h ic h  d e s t r o y  th e  c la r i ty  o f  m a n y  p a s s a g e s .”  ( A c ts  p .2 2 5 )

S U P P L E M E N T  3

(A g . R e p o r t  I ,  1 0 ; A r t .  7 1 ;  c o m p a r e  S u p p l .  4 ,  5 )

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  D E P U T Y - G O V E R N O R S  A P P O IN T E D  B Y  

S Y N O D  E D M O N T O N , 1 9 6 5 .

T o  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s ,  w h ic h  w ill  m e e t ,  th e  L o rd  

[ling , o n  N o v e m b e r  7 th ,  1 9 6 8 ,  a t  O ra n g e v i l le ,  O n ta r io .

te e m e d  B r e th r e n  in  t h e  L o rd :

D e p u t ie s  f o r  th e  “ T ra in in g  o f  th e  M in i s t r y ” , a p p o in t e d  b y  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n ,  1 9 6 5 ,  

t m i t  t o  y o u r  A s s e m b ly  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e i r  a c t iv i t ie s  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n .

T h e  m a n d a te  a n d  i n s t r u c t io n s  g iv en  t o  u s  w e re  la id  d o w n  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  d e c is io n s  o f  

n o d  1 9 6 5 :

“ D e  S y n o d e  b e s lu i t

“ A a n  C u r a to r e n  v o o r  h e t  o p z e t t e n  v a n  e e n  b ib l io th e e k  e e n  b e d r a g  v a n  

$ 6 ,0 0 0 .0 0  b e s c h ik b a a r  te  s te l le n .  H ie r in  is  b e g re p e n  h e t  b e d ra g  d a t  d o o r  d e  v o r ig e  

S y n o d e  v o o r  d i t  d o e l  b e s c h ik b a a r  w a s  g e s te ld  d o c h  n i e t  is  g e b r u ik t . ”  ( A c ta  A r t .  9 9 )

D e  S y n o d e  b e s lu i t

“ 1. D r ie  C u r a to r e n  te  b e n o e m e n  u i t  h e t  r e s s o r t  v a n  h e t  O o s te n  e n  d r ie  u i t  h e t  

r e s s o r t  v a n  h e t  W e s te n ,  m e t  s e c u n d i .

2 . C u r a to r e n  te  m a c h t ig e n  d e  t e g e n w o o rd ig e  d o c e n t e n  v e rg o e d in g  te  g e v e n  v o o r  

d e  a r b e id  d o o r  h e n  v e r r i c h t  o f  te  v e r r i c h te n .

3 . A a n g e z ie n  d e  S y n o d e ,  b ij g e b r e k  a a n  v o ld o e n d e  k e n n is  v a n  z a k e n ,  g e e n  v e r a n t 

w o o r d e  b e s lis s in g e n  n e m e n  k a n  in z a k e  v e r s c h e id e n e  d o o r  C u r a to r e n  in g e d ie n d e  v o o r 

s te l l e n ,  C u r a to r e n  te  v e r z o e k e n  d e  g e h e le  z a a k  v a n  e e n  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  in a lle  

a s p e c te n  te  o n d e r z o e k e n ,  te z a m e n  m e t  h e t  C o lle g e  v a n  D o c e n te n ,  e n  d ie n a a n g a a n d e  

e e n  g e z a m e n l i jk  r a p p o r t  te  z e n d e n  a a n  d e  v o lg e n d e  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e .

V o o r t s  C u r a to r e n  te  v e r z o e k e n  e e n  a f s c h r i f t  v a n  d i t  r a p p o r t  m in s te n s  e e n  h a l f  

j a a r  v o o r  d ie  S y n o d e  t e r  k e n n is n e m in g  a a n  d e  K e rk e n  to e  te  z e n d e n .
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4 . C u r a to r e n  te  m a c h t ig e n  e e n  “ e s t a t e ”  a a n  te  k o p e n  in  d e  P ro v in c ie  O n ta r io .  

T o t  z u lk  e e n  a a n k o o p  z u lle n  zij n i e t  o v e rg a a n  d a n  n a d a t  zij v o o r a f  g u n s t ig  a d v ie s  v a n  

d e s k u n d ig e n  h e b b e n  o n tv a n g e n  e n  d e  P a r t ic u l ie r e  S y n o d e  v a n  O n ta r io  d e f in i t ie v e  

g o e d k e u r in g  h e e f t  g e g e v e n . T o t  d e  v o o r w a a r d e n  w a a ra a n  v o ld a a n  z a l  m o e te n  w o r d e n  

b e h o o r t  o o k ,  d a t  e r  e e n  b e h o o r l i j k  t e r r e in  is  v o o r  e v e n tu e le  v e rd e re  u i t b o u w  e n  d a t  

a f f i l ia t ie  m e t  e e n  U n iv e r s i te i t  m o g e l i jk  is.

5 . P e r s o n e n  b o v e n  d e  3 0  j a a r  z u lle n  k u n n e n  w o r d e n  t o e g e l a t e n  t o t  d e  le s se n  e n  

e x a m e n s  d e r  O p le id in g  z o n d e r  in  h e t  b e z i t  v a n  e e n  B .A . d e g re e  o f  d a a r m e d e  g e li jk 

s ta a n d e  g r a a d  te  z i jn ,  in d ie n  zij m e t  g o e d  g e v o lg  e e n  a d m is s ie e x a m e n  h e b b e n  a fg e le g d ,  

w a a r v o o r  d e  v e r e is te n  z u l le n  w o r d e n  v a s tg e s te ld  d o o r  h e t  C o lle g e  v a n  D o c e n te n ,  z u lk s  

o n d e r  n a d e r e  g o e d k e u r in g  v a n  C u r a to r e n ;  e v e n w e l  z o ,  d a t  d e z e  n i e t  z u l le n  u i tg a a n  

b o v e n  h e tg e e n  v e r e is t  is  v o o r  d e  g ra a d  v a n  B a c h e lo r  o f  A r ts .

6 . D e  v o lg e n d e  b e p a l in g e n  u i t  d e  d o o r  C u r a to r e n  v o o r g e s te ld e  “ R u le s  a n d  R e g 

u l a t i o n s ”  th a n s  r e e d s  t e  a a n v a a r d e n :

I . D e  K e r k e n  v e rz o rg e n  d e  O p le id in g  t o t  d e  d i e n s t  d e s  W o o rd s  d o o r m id d e l  v a n  

C u r a to r e n ,  d ie  b e n o e m d  e n  g e in s t r u e e r d  w o r d e n  d o o r  d e  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e .  

C u r a to r e n  w o r d e n  v o o r g e d ra g e n  d o o r  d e  m in d e r e  v e r g a d e r in g .  I e d e r e  P a r t i 

c u l ie re  S y n o d e  d r a a g t  d r ie  C u r a to r e n  m e t  s e c u n d i  v o o r .

I I .  C u r a to r e n  z u l le n  in  ie d e r  g e v a l e e n m a a l  p e r  j a a r  s a m e n  v e rg a d e re n .  D o c e n te n  

z u l l e n  h e t  r e c h t  h e b b e n  d e z e  v e rg a d e r in g e n  b ij t e  w o n e n  a ls  a d v is e u rs .  C u r a to r e n  

z u l le n  v a n  h u n  v e rg a d e r in g e n  e e n  K o r t  V e rs la g  p u b l ic e r e n .

I I I .  C u r a to r e n  z u l le n  t o e z i c h t  u i t o e f e n e n  o p  h e t  o n d e r w i js ,  t e n e in d e  d a a r u i t  g e w e e rd  

w o r d e  al w a t  n i e t  in  o v e r e e n s te m m in g  is m e t  d e  S c h r i f t  e n  d e  B e li jd e n is g e 

s c h r i f te n  d e r  K e r k e n .  Z ij s te l l e n ,  m e t  a d v ie s  v a n  d o c e n t e n ,  e e n  c u r r i c u lu m  o p .

IV . C u r a to r e n  z u l le n  a a n  d e  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e  e e n  v o o r d r a c h t  d o e n  t o e k o m e n  v o o r  

d e  b e n o e m in g  v a n  d o c e n te n  t e r  v e rv u ll in g  v a n  b e s ta a n d e  v a c a tu r e s .  D e  G e n e ra le  

S y n o d e  z a l  n ie t  a a n  d e z e  v o o r d r a c h t  g e b o n d e n  z ijn .

C u r a to r e n  z u l le n  e e n  a p a r t e  re g e lin g  o p s te l l e n  v o o r  d e  o n d e r b r e k in g  o f  b e ë in d i 

g in g  v a n  d e  d ie n s t  d e r  D o c e n te n .

V . E e n  D o c e n t  m o e t  lid  z ijn  v a n  e e n  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  o f  v a n  e e n  K e rk  

m e t  w e lk e  d e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ie  o n d e r h o u d e n .  

V o o r d a t  z ij h u n  d ie n s t  b e g in n e n ,  z u l le n  d o c e n te n  o n d e r te k e n e n  h e t  “ F o r m  o f  

S u b s c r ip t io n  o f  D o c e n ts  a t  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h e s ” , o p g e s te ld  d o o r  d e  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e  v a n  E d m o n t o n ,  1 9 6 5 .

D o c e n te n  z u l le n  z ic h  in  h u n  a r b e id  o n d e r w e r p e n  a a n  h e t  t o e z i c h t  d e r  C u r a to r e n ,  

d o c h  z u l le n  te  a lle n  t i jd e  h e t  r e c h t  b e h o u d e n  z ic h  o p  de  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e  te  

b e r o e p e n .

V I .  C u r a to r e n  z u l le n  d e  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e  a d v is e re n  in z a k e  h e t  a a n ta l  D o c e n te n  d a t  

n o d ig  w o r d t  g e a c h t . ”  ( A c ta ,  A r t .  1 9 9 )

S y n o d  d e c id e s

“ 1. T o  a p p o in t  th r e e  g o v e r n o rs  f ro m  W e s te rn  C a n a d a  a n d  th r e e  f r o m  E a s te r n  

C a n a d a  w i th  a l t e r n a t e s ;
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2 . T o  a u th o r i z e  t h e  g o v e r n o rs  t o  c o m p e n s a te  th e  p r e s e n t  D o c e n t s  f o r  t h e i r  

w o r k ,  a l r e a d y  d o n e  o r  s t i l l  t o  b e  d o n e ;

3 . T o  r e q u e s t  th e  g o v e r n o r s  t o  s tu d y  th e  w h o le  m a t t e r  o f  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  

C o l le g e  in  a ll i t s  a s p e c t s ;  t o  d o  th is  to g e th e r  w i th  th e  c o lle g e  o f  D o c e n t s ;  a n d  t o  

s u b m i t  a  j o i n t  r e p o r t  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  th e  n e x t  G e n e r a l  S y n o d ,  s in c e  S y n o d ,  f o r  

la c k  o f  s u f f i c ie n t  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e s e  m a t t e r s ,  c a n n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  m a k e  w a r r a n t e d  

d e c is io n s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  se v e ra l p r o p o s a l s  m a d e  b y  th e  g o v e rn o rs ;

4 .  T o  a u th o r i z e  th e  g o v e rn o rs  t o  p u r c h a s e  a n  e s t a t e  in  th e  P ro v in c e  o f  O n ta r io .  

S u c h  a  p u r c h a s e  sh a ll  b e  m a d e  o n ly  u p o n  p r e c e d in g  f a v o u ra b le  a d v ic e  o f  e x p e r t s  a n d  

u p o n  d e f in i t e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  P a r t i c u l a r  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io .

A m o n g  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h ic h  h a v e  t o  b e  m e t  a re  th e s e ,  t h a t  a  f a ir - s iz e d  p l o t  b e  

a v a ila b le  f o r  p o s s ib le  f u r t h e r  e x te n s io n ;  a n d  t h a t  a f f i l i a t io n  w i t h  a u n iv e r s i ty  b e  

p o s s ib le .

5 . P e r s o n s  o v e r  3 0  y e a r s  o f  ag e  m a y  b e  a d m i t t e d  to  t h e  c o u r s e s  a n d  e x a m 

i n a t io n s  o f  t h e  C o lle g e  w i t h o u t  b e in g  in  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  a B .A . d e g re e  o r  i t s  e q u iv a 

l e n t ,  i f  th e y  p a s s  s u c c e s s fu lly  a n  a d m is s io n - e x a m in a t io n ,  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  w h ic h  

sh a ll  b e  s e t  u p  b y  th e  C o lle g e  o f  D o c e n ts  w i th  c o n c u r r e n t  a p p ro v a l  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s ;  

o n  th e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  t h a t  th e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  sh a ll n o t  e x c e e d  w h a t  is  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a 

B a c h e lo r  o f  A r t s  d e g re e .

6 .  T o  a d o p t  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t  a lr e a d y  th e  fo l lo w in g  p r o v is io n s  f r o m  th e  “ R u le s  

a n d  R e g u la t io n s ”  w h ic h  w e re  p r o p o s e d  b y  th e  G o v e r n o r s :

I .  T h e  C h u r c h e s  sh a ll ta k e  c a re  o f  a  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  t h r o u g h  G o v e r n o r s ,  w h o  

sh a ll b e  a p p o in t e d  a n d  i n s t r u c t e d  b y  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d .  G o v e r n o r s  sh a ll  b e  

n o m in a t e d  b y  th e  M in o r  A s s e m b ly .  E a c h  P a r t ic u l a r  S y n o d  sh a ll  n o m in a t e  th r e e  

G o v e r n o r s  w i th  a l t e r n a te s .

I I .  T h e  G o v e r n o r s  sh a ll  m e e t  a t  le a s t  o n c e  a y e a r ;  D o c e n ts  sh a ll h a v e  th e  r ig h t  t o  

a t t e n d  th e s e  m e e t in g s  in  a n  a d v is o ry  c a p a c i ty .  T h e  G o v e rn o r s  sh a ll  p u b l i s h  a 

b r i e f  r e p o r t  o f  t h e i r  m e e t in g s .

I I I .  T h e  G o v e r n o r s  sh a ll  e x e rc is e  s u p e rv is io n  o v e r  th e  i n s t r u c t io n  g iv e n  in  o r d e r  t h a t  

m a y  b e  b a r r e d  w h a te v e r  is  n o t  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  th e  S c r ip tu r e  a n d  C re e d s  o f  

th e  C h u rc h e s .

IV . T h e  G o v e r n o r s  sh a ll  s u b m i t  to  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  a  n o m in a t io n  t o  a p p o in t  

D o c e n ts  f o r  e x is t in g  v a c a n c ie s .  T h e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  sh a ll  n o t  be  b o u n d  b y  th is  

n o m in a t io n .

T h e  G o v e r n o r s  sh a ll  d r a w  u p  s e p a ra te  r e g u la t io n s  c o v e r in g  le a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  a n d  

th e  t e r m i n a t io n  o f  th e  se rv ic e  o f  D o c e n ts .

V . A  D o c e n t  sh a l l  b e  a m e m b e r  o f  a  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  o r  o f  o n e  o f  th e  

C h u r c h e s  w i th  w h ic h  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  m a in t a in  c o r r e s p o n 

d e n c e .

B e fo re  e n te r in g  u p o n  th e i r  se rv ic e , D o c e n ts  sh a ll s u b s c r ib e  t o  th e  “ F o r m  o f  

S u b s c r ip t io n  f o r  D o c e n ts  a t  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h e s ” , d r a w n  u p  b y  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  o f  E d m o n t o n ,  1 9 6 5 .  (S e e  D u tc h  

t e x t  o f  A c ts ,  A r t ic le  1 8 0 ) .
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D o c e n t s  s h a l l  s u b m i t  t h e m s e lv e s  in  t h e i r  w o r k  t o  t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  

G o v e r n o r s ,  b u t  s h a l l  a lw a y s  r e t a in  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d .

V I .  T h e  G o v e r n o r s  sh a l l  a d v is e  t h e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  a b o u t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  Doce^ 

w h ic h  is d e e m e d  n e c e s s a r y .”  ( B r i e f  R e p o r t ,  A r t .  3 8 )

In  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  d e c i s io n  6  s u b  IV  ( c o m b i n e d  m e e t in g s )  w e  h a v e  b e e n  able if 

c o n v e n e  tw o  s u c h  m e e t in g s ,  o n e  o n  O c t o b e r  1 8 t h  a n d  1 9 th ,  1 9 6 6 ,  a t  A b b o t t s f o r d ,  B .C .,an. 

a n o th e r  o n  J u l y  1 0 t h  a n d  1 1 t h ,  1 9 6 7 ,  a t  B u r l in g t o n ,  O n t .  W e a re  v e r y  g r a te f u l  th a t  th, 

o p p o r t u n i t y  w a s  g iv e n  b y  th e  p r e v io u s  S y n o d  a n d  w e  a s s u re  y o u r  a s s e m b ly  t h a t  a closer 

c o n t a c t  h a s  f a c i l i t a t e d  o u r  w o r k .

T h e  id e a  o f  g iv in g  a  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  a c c o u n t  o f  o u r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  w a s  r e j e c t e d ;  instead 

w e  d e c i d e d  t o  s u b m i t  t o  y o u  th e  m a t e r i a l  w h ic h  w a s  a t  o u r  d i s p o s a l ,  t h e  observation! 

r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  o u r  r e s e a r c h  a n d  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s io n s  o n  s p e c i f i c  m a t t e r s .  A t  t h e  end of 

t h e  r e p o r t  w e  w il l  s u b m i t  a  n u m b e r  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

C o n s e q u e n t l y  w e  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  m a t t e r s :

I .  M e e t in g s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s .

I I .  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e .

I I I .  S t u d e n t s .

IV . E s t a t e .

V .  A d m is s io n  a n d  C u r r i c u l u m .

V I .  A p p o i n t m e n t  T e a c h e r s

V I I .  L ib r a r y

V I I I .  R e p o r t  T e a c h in g  S t a f f

I X .  F i n a n c i a l  M a t te r s :

R e m u n e r a t i o n  T e a c h e r s  

R e p o r t  T r e a s u r e r  

I n v e s t m e n t s

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s .

I .  M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  B O A R D  O F  G O V E R N O R S

A. Mandate.
T h e  G o v e r n o r s  s h a l l  m e e t  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a  y e a r .  T e a c h e r s  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  attend 

th e s e  m e e t in g s  in  a n  a d v is o r y  c a p a c i t y .  T h e  G o v e r n o r s  sh a l l  p u b l i s h  a  s h o r t  r e p o r t  o f  theii 

m e e t in g s .  ( A c t a  S y n o d  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 9  s u b  6 - 1 1 ;  a s  t r a n s l a t e d  in  A r t .  3 8  o f  th e  ‘Brief 

R e p o r t ’) .

B. M aterial.
1 . M in u te s  o f  t h e  m e e t in g  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  h e ld  o n  O c t o b e r  1 8 t h  a n d  1 9 t h ,  1966  at 

A b b o t s f o r d ,  B .C .

2 .  M in u te s  o f  t h e  m e e t in g  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  h e ld  o n  J u l y  1 0 t h  a n d  1 1 t h ,  1 9 6 7 , at 

B u r l in g t o n ,  O n t .

C. Observations.
A t  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  B o a r d  w e r e  e l e c t e d :  R e v .  W . L O O P S T R A  

P r e s i d e n t ;  R e v .  D . V A N D E R B O O M , S e c r e t a r y ;  R e v .  H . A .  S T E L ,  A s s e s s o r .
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A t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  ‘D e p u t a t e n  v a n  d e  S y n o d e  v a n  d e  F r e e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  o f  

A u s t r a l ia ’ i t  w a s  d e c id e d  “ to  f o r w a r d  th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  B o a rd  t o  th e s e  

D e p u t ie s ” .

A t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  T e a c h in g  S t a f f ,  R e v . G . V A N D O O R E N  w a s  a p p o in t e d  P r in c ip a l ,  

R e v . W . W . J .  V A N O E N E , V ic e -P r in c ip a l  o f  th e  T e a c h in g  S ta f f .

R u le s  f o r  th e  m e th o d  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  G o v e r n o r s  f r o m  E a s te r n  a n d  

W e s te rn  C a n a d a  w e re  a d o p te d .  F o r  th e s e  ru le s  w e  r e f e r  t o  p a g e s  3  a n d  4  o f  t h e  M in u te s  o f  

th e  B o a rd  m e e t in g  o f  O c to b e r  1 8 th  a n d  1 9 th ,  1 9 6 6 .

I I .  T H E O L O G I C A L  C O L L E G E

A . M andate.
T o  r e q u e s t  G o v e r n o r s  t o  s tu d y  th e  w h o le  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  in  a ll 

a s p e c t s ;  t o  d o  th is  w i th  th e  c o lle g e  o f  T e a c h e r s  ( T e a c h in g  S t a f f ) ;  a n d  t o  s u b m i t  a  j o i n t  

r e p o r t  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  th e  n e x t  G e n e r a l  S y n o d ,  s in c e  S y n o d ,  f o r  la c k  o f  s u f f i c ie n t  

k n o w le d g e  o f  th e s e  m a t t e r s ,  c a n n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  m a k e  r e s p o n s ib le  d e c is io n s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  

se v e ra l p r o p o s a l s  m a d e  b y  th e  G o v e r n o r s .  ( A c ta  S y n o d e  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 9 ,  s u b  3 ;  t r a n s la t io n  

f r o m  A r t .  3 8 ,  s u b  3 o f  th e  ‘B r ie f  R e p o r t ’).

B. M ateria l
1. E x t r a c t s  f r o m  th e  R u le s  o f  th e  L e g is la tiv e  A s s e m b ly  o f  th e  P ro v in c e  o f  O n ta r io  ( w i th  

a  c o p y  o f  th e  P r iv a te  B ill , a n  A c t  t o  I n c o r p o r a t e  M a c M a s te r  D iv in ity  C o lle g e ) ;

2 . R e p o r t  o f  I n f o r m a t io n  re c e iv e d  a t  th e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  E d u c a t io n  a n d  U n iv e r s i ty  

A f f a ir s ,  w i th  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t  (se e  u n d e r  O b s e r v a t io n s ) ;

3 . T w o  l e t t e r s  f r o m  M e ss rs . S h e p h e r d ,  M c K e n s ie ,  e t c . ,  c o n c e r n in g  th e  m a t t e r  o f  leg a l 

a s p e c t s  o f  th e  s e t - u p  o f  a T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  in  th e  P ro v in c e  o f  O n ta r io ;

4 .  T w o  l e t t e r s  c o n ta in in g  in f o r m a t io n  re c e iv e d  f r o m  th e  M in is te r  o f  E d u c a t io n  o f  th e  

P ro v in c e  o f  B r i t is h  C o lu m b ia  a n d  f r o m  R e g is tr a r s  o f  U n iv e r s i t ie s  in  th is  p r o v in c e .

C. Observations.
T h e  i n f o r m a t io n  r e c e iv e d  b y  D e p u t ie s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  s e t -u p  o f  a  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  

o r  S e m in a ry  w a s  d is c u s s e d  a t  b o t h  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  B o a rd .  T o  give y o u r  a s s e m b ly  a n  id e a  o f  

th e  is su e  w e  t r a n s c r ib e  h e r e  a  p a r t  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  a t  h a n d ,  as m e n t io n e d  u n d e r  M a te r ia l  N o .

2.:

S y n o d  1 9 6 2  d e c id e d :  T o t  d e  le s s e n  e n  e x a m in a  a a n  d e  O p le id in g  w o r d e n  to e g e la te n  

z ij ,  d ie  l id  z i jn  v a n  e e n  v a n  d e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  . . . .  e n  in  h e t  b e z i t  z ijn  v a n  e e n  

B .A . d e g re e ,  o f  d a a r a a n  g e lijk  te  s te l le n  g ra a d .

T h is  d e c is io n  w a s  t a k e n  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  a d v ic e  o f  D e p u t ie s  ‘o m  d e  e ig e n  O p le id in g  te  

d o e n  a a n s lu i t e n  b ij d e  a a n  e e n  H ig h  S c h o o l  v o lb r a c h te  s tu d i e ’. T h e  c o n c lu s io n  m a y  b e  d ra w n  

th a t  i t  w a s  th e  i n t e n t io n  o f  S y n o d  t o  e s ta b l i s h  a C o lle g e  w i th  fu ll  a c a d e m ic  t r a in in g  a n a  

s ta n d in g  w i th  th e  r ig h t  t o  c o n f e r  th e  B .T h  a n d / o r  B .D . d e g re e s .  W ith  th is  c o n c lu s io n  in  m in d  

i n f o r m a t io n  w a s  g a th e r e d  a t  th e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  D e p a r tm e n ts .

T h e re  a re  th r e e  p o s s ib i l i t ie s :

1. Provincial Charter b y  Private Bill.
T o  b e  a b le  t o  c o n f e r  a d e g re e  a C h a r te r  o f  th e  P ro v in c ia l  L e g is la tu re  is n e e d e d .  S u c h  a
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c h a r t e r  m u s t  b e  o b t a i n e d  b y  P r iv a te  B ill .  T h i s  B ill  m u s t  b e  d r a f t e d  b y  a  l a w y e r ’s f i r m  am 

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  g r a n t i n g  t h e  B ill m u s t  b e  s e n t  t o  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  t o  t h e  L ieu tenar»  

G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  P r o v in c e  ( s e e  A p p l i c a t i o n  F o r m s ) .  W h e n  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is  a c c e p te d  jj 

p r i n c i p l e  ( f i r s t  r e a d i n g ) ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  a r e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  a  s t a n d in g  c o m m i t t e e  o n  University 

A f f a i r s  t o  e x p la i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a n d  t h e y  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  g iv e  s o u n d  r e a s o n s  w h y  a  denon. 

i n a t i o n a l  C o l le g e  is  w a n t e d .  S o m e  o f  t h e  is s u e s  w h ic h  w ill  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  th e  standing 

c o m m i t t e e  a r e :

( a )  H a v e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  b e e n  m a d e  f o r  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  a n  e x i s t i n g  U n iv e r s i ty  in  t h e  p ]ace 

w h e r e  t h e  C o l le g e  is  g o in g  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ;  i s  t h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  g r a n t e d .

( b )  P r o o f  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  t h a t  t h e  C o l le g e  is n o t  o n ly  g o in g  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b u t  t h a t  then 

is  s u f f i c i e n t  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  c e r t a i n  l e n g t h  o f  t im e .  T h is  is  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r  s in c e  some 

C o l le g e s  in  t h e  P r o v in c e  h a v e  t e r m i n a t e d  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  f o r  l a c k  o f  f u n d s .

( c )  C e r t a i n  g u a r a n t e e s  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  a s  t o  t h e  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  T e a c h e r s  to  be 

a p p o i n t e d ;  c u r r i c u lu m  a n d  r u le s  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  m u s t  c o m p ly  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  foi 

h ig h e r  l e a r n in g .

( d )  A r e  t h e r e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o f  o u t  o f  t o w n  s t u d e n t s .

I t  w a s  m a d e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  P r o v in c ia l  G o v e r n m e n t  w a n t s  t o  p r e v e n t  a  f u r t h e r  pro

l i f e r a t i o n  o f  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  C o l le g e s .  W h e n  t h e  S t a n d in g  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  d e c id e d  u p o n  the 

m a t t e r ,  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  U n iv e r s i ty  A f f a i r s  is  n e e d e d  b e f o r e  t h e  B ill car 

b e  p u t  o n  t h e  A g e n d a  o f  t h e  H o u s e .  I f  t h i s  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  n o  o b j e c t io n s ,  a M e m b e r  o f  the 

L e g i s l a tu r e  m u s t  b e  f o u n d  w i l l in g  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  B ill . M u c h  o p p o s i t i o n  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d .  As 

s o o n  a s  P a r l i a m e n t  h a s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  B ill in  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  r e a d in g ,  i t  w il l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  and 

b e c o m e s  l a w .  T h e  C o l le g e  w i l l  t h e n  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h r o u g h o u t  a ll  t h e  P r o v in c e s  o f  the 

D o m i n io n .

2. Incorporation by The Corporations Act.
T h e r e  is  a  s e c o n d  p o s s ib i l i t y ,  n l . ,  t o  s e e k  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  a  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e  b y  way 

o f  T h e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  A c t .  I t  is  a  p u r e ly  le g a l  m a t t e r .  A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  D e p u t y  M in i s te r  of 

U n iv e r s i ty  A f f a i r s  m o s t  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c o l l e g e s  h a v e  s u c h  a  c h a r t e r .  D e g r e e s  c o n f e r r e d  by 

th e s e  c o l l e g e s  a r e  n o t  h o n o u r e d  a t  U n iv e r s i t i e s  o n  t h i s  C o n t i n e n t .

S in c e  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 4  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  U n iv e rs ity  

A f f a i r s  a r e  w o r k in g  c lo s e ly  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  P r o v in c ia l  S e c r e t a r y  in  t h e i r  jo in t 

e f f o r t  t o  d e n y  c e r t a i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h e  n a m e  o f  C o l le g e .  M a n y  y o u n g  p e o p le ,  t h e y  s a y ,  are 

h e r d e d  i n t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g o in g  t o  r e c e iv e  a  r e c o g n i z e d  d e g r e e ,  but 

t h e y  f i n d  o u t  t o o  l a t e  t h a t  in  m a n y  c a s e s  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a b le  t o  c o n t i n u e  th e i r  s t u d i e s  a1 

a n o t h e r  C o l le g e  o r  U n iv e r s i ty .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  m u s t  b e  m e t :

( a )  A  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  ( G o v e r n o r s )  m u s t  a p p ly  f o r  a  le g a l  c h a r t e r  u n d e r  the 

C o r p o r a t i o n s  A c t .
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( b )  T h e  a u th o r i t i e s  m u s t  b e  s a t is f ie d  c o n c e r n in g  f in a n c ia l  m a t t e r s  a n d  c o n c e r n in g  th e  

s c ie n t i f ic  s t a n d a r d  o f  th e  T e a c h in g  S ta f f .

( c )  L ib r a r y  fa c i l i t ie s  m u s t  b e  u p  to  c e r ta in  s t a n d a r d s ,  s in c e  th e r e  w ill  b e  n o  a f f i l i a t io n .

( d )  D e g re e s  m a y  b e  c o n f e r r e d ,  b u t  i t  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e  w i th in  th e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  L a w  o f  

H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n .  T h e s e  d e g re e s  a r e  v a lid  o n ly  w i th in  th e  d e n o m in a t io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  

c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  f o r  th o s e  d e n o m in a t io n s  w h ic h  c o n s id e r  s u c h  d e g re e s  s u f f i c ie n t  f o r  th e i r  

c le rg y .

3. Theological School.
A p p a r e n t ly  th e r e  is  a  t h i r d  p o s s ib i l i t y ,  n a m e ly  to  c o n f e r  a  C e r t i f i c a te .  W e s h o u ld  k e e p  

in  m in d  t h a t  th e  in i t i a l s  B .A . a n d  B .D . b e h in d  th e  n a m e s  o f  m in i s t e r s  is n o t  t o  ‘s h o w  o f f ,  

b u t  t o  i n d ic a te  t h a t  m in i s t e r s  h a v e  a n  a c a d e m ic  s ta n d in g ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  ‘s e l f -m a d e ’ p r e a c h e r s .

In  th e  c a se  o f  a  T h e o lo g ic a l  S c h o o l  a  C e r t i f i c a te  t o  P r e a c h ,  o r  a  C e r t i f i c a te  o f  

C a n d id a c y  in  T h e o lo g y  is th e  o n ly  th in g  t h a t  c a n  b e  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  th e  s tu d e n t .

W ith o u t  a n y  e v a lu a t io n  th i s  r e p o r t  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e rn o r s .

A t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  B o a r d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  to  th e  n e x t  m e e t in g .  I t

r e a d s :

R e :  P ro v in c ia l  C h a r te r  b y  P r iv a te  B ill.

I t  m u s t  b e  r e p e a te d  t h a t  s u c h  a  c h a r t e r  is a m u s t  i f  w e w a n t  t o  e s ta b l i s h  a n  in d e p e n 

d e n t  C o l le g e .  T h e  q u e s t io n  o f  a f f i l i a t io n  h a s  im p l ic a t io n s  w h ic h  c a n n o t  b e  e v a lu a te d  a t  th e  

m o m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  s u c h  a f f i l i a t io n  m ig h t  e n d a n g e r  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  C o lle g e .

N o th in g  c a n  b e  a d d e d  to  th e  p r o c e d u r e  m e n t i o n e d  in th e  f i r s t  r e p o r t .  O b s e r v a t io n s  

a n d  r e p o r t s  f r o m  Q u e e n ’s P a r k  a n d  th e  N e w s p a p e r s  m a k e  i t  c le a r  t h a t  a  P r iv a te  B ill (e v e n  in  

n o n -e c c le s ia s t ic a l  m a t t e r s )  h a s  n o t  m u c h  c h a n c e  o f  su c c e s s . T h e  r e q u e s t  m ig h t  n e v e r  r e a c h  

th e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  L e g is la tu r e  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  b e in g  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  U n iv e r s i ty  A f f a ir s  a n d  th e  S ta n d in g  C o m m it te e  o n  e d u c a t io n a l  m a t t e r s .

T h e  p r e l im in a r y  w o r k  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e  b y  D e p u t ie s ,  b u t  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  c o m p e t e n t  

la w y e r  is  n e c e s s a ry  ( ‘d ie  d e  k n e p e n  v a n  h e t  v a k  k e n t ’) .  W e, as D e p u t ie s ,  a re  n o t  a b le  to  s t a r t  

s u c h  p r o c e d u r e s  u n le s s  s p e c if ic  a u th o r i z a t i o n  is g iv e n .

R e : C o r p o r a t io n s  A c t .

T h is  m e t h o d  s e e m s  t o  o p e n  a n  e a s ie r  w a y ,  b u t  h a s  th e  d is a d v a n ta g e  t h a t  th e  e s ta b l i s h 

m e n t  o f  a  C o lle g e  u n d e r  th is  A c t  d o e s  n o t  g ive  th e  r ig h t  to  c o n f e r  d e g re e s  w h ic h  a re  

r e c o g n iz e d  a s  s u c h  a t  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  le a rn in g .

A s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n  th e  fo l lo w in g  c a n  b e  m e n t io n e d :

T o  b e c o m e  in c o r p o r a te d  a s  a S o c ie ty  o r  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a p p l i c a t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  f o r  a n  

“ O f f ic ia l  N a m e ” . T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  C o r p o r a t io n  m u s t  b e  F U L L Y  e x p la in e d .  T h e s e  a p p l ic a 

t io n s  c a n  b e  h a n d le d  o n ly  b y  p e o p le  w h o  a re  f u l ly  c o n v e r s a n t  w i th  th e  C o r p o r a t io n  L a w s . 

T h is  a p p l i c a t io n  m u s t ,  a g a in , b e  p r e s e n te d  t o  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  U n iv e r s i ty  A f f a ir s ,  w i th  all 

th e  im p l ic a t io n s  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d  in  th e  f i r s t  r e p o r t .
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D. Considerations.
a . C o n c e r n in g  p o s s ib i l i ty  1 (P ro v in c ia l  C h a r te r  b y  P r iv a te  B ill) ,  w e  a ls o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  

o f  M e ss rs . S h e p h e r d ,  e tc .  ( 2 0  S e p te m b e r  1 9 6 6 ) :  “ W ith  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  s e c o n d  c o u r s e  o f  

a c t io n  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  w e  w is h  t o  a d v is e  t h a t  th e  m a in  d r a w -b a c k s  t o  t h i s  c o u r s e  o f  a c t io n  

a re  f i r s t ly ,  th e  p o s s ib le  d e la y s  in  p ro c e s s in g  a P r iv a te  B ill t h r o u g h  th e  L e g is la tu r e ,  a n d  

s e c o n d ly ,  th e  e x p e n s e s  in v o lv e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  u s u a l  fe e s  to  b e  p a id  t o  th e  c le r k  o f  th e  

L e g is la tu re  a n d  c o s ts  o f  a d v e r t is in g ,  th e  c o s t  o f  p r in t i n g  th e  p r iv a te  b i ll  f o r  w h ic h  th e  

a p p l ic a n t  is r e s p o n s ib le ,  c a n  b e  v e ry  p r o h ib i t i v e .  T h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a  p r iv a te  s t a tu t e  is ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  y o u  w ill  b e  a b le  t o  g r a n t  y o u r  o w n  d e g re e s .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  p ro v is io n s  a s  t o  fe e s  a n d  

a d v e r t is in g ,  y o u  w ill n o t e  t h a t  a  p r iv a te  b ill  m u s t  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  in  th e  L e g is la tu r e  b y  a 

m e m b e r  t h e r e o f ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  b e f o r e h a n d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .”

C o n c e r n in g  a f f i l i a t io n  w i th  U n iv e r s i t ie s ,  w e  r e c e iv e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  i n f o r m a t io n :  “ W ith  

r e s p e c t  t o  a f f i l i a t io n ,  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  y o u  a re  in v e s t ig a t in g  th is  p o s s ib i l i ty .  A f f i l ia t io n  

w i th  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  s u c h  a s  K n o x  C o lle g e  w o u ld  b e  th e  le a s t  e x p e n s iv e  o f  th e  tw o  a l t e r n a 

tiv e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e  ( a f f i l ia t io n  o r  i n c o r p o r a t io n ) .  I f  a f f i l i a t io n  is th e  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  

d e c id e d  b y  y o u ,  i t  is o u r  o p in io n  t h a t  y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  i n c o r p o r a te  a  p r iv a te  c o m p a n y  

w i t h o u t  s h a re  c a p i ta l  u n d e r  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  T h e  O n ta r io  C o r p o r a t io n s  A c t .  I n  th is  c a s e ,  

f u n d s  w o u ld  b e  o b t a in e d  t h r o u g h  th e  a n n u a l  s u b s c r ip t io n  o f  m e m b e r s  a n d  . . . t h r o u g h  a n y  

d o n a t io n s  y o u  m ig h t  r e c e iv e . T h e  m a in  d r a w b a c k  o f  th is  in s ta n c e  is , h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  y o u  w ill 

n o t  b e  in  a  p o s i t io n  to  g r a n t  y o u r  o w n  d e g re e s ” . ( L e t t e r  M e ss rs . S h e p h e r d ,  e t c . ,  2 0  
S e p te m b e r  1 9 6 6 ) .

“ T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  A c t  m a k e s  p r o v is io n s  fo r  a f f i l i a t io n  o f  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e s  w i th  a n y  

o f  t h e  p r o v in c ia l  u n iv e r s i t i e s  u n d e r  s e c t io n  7 1 .  P o l ic y  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  a f f i l i a t io n s  h a s  b e e n  

e n t e r e d  i n t o  o n ly  w i th  th o s e  th e o lo g ic a l  c o lle g e s  e s ta b l i s h e d  o n  th e  c a m p u s  o f  t h e  U n iv e r 

s i ty .  T h e  a f f i l i a t io n  d o e s  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  g r a n t  u n iv e r s i ty  b le s s in g  t o  th e  a c a d e m ic  o r  

p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d ie s  a n d  h a s  n o  e f f e c t  o n  th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  d e g re e s  g r a n te d  b y  th e  

th e o lo g ic a l  c o lle g e s . M a y  I g ive  y o u  m y  p e r s o n a l  o p in io n  t h a t  ‘a f f i l i a t io n ’ a s  k n o w n  h e r e ,  

w o u ld  n o t  a c c o m p l i s h  th e  o b je c t iv e  y o u  h a v e  in  m in d ,  a n d ,  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  th e r e  is  a  s t r o n g  

p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  t h e  S e n a te  o f  th is  U n iv e r s i ty  w o u ld  n o t  w a n t  to  a d d  t o  i ts  p r e s e n t  l is t  o f  

a f f i l i a t e s .”  ( L e t t e r  o f  th e  R e g is t r a r  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia )

“ S in c e  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  is n o t  p r e p a r e d ,  in  t h e  fo r e s e e a b le  f u t u r e ,  t o  a l lo c a te  m o re  

c a m p u s  sp a c e  f o r  a d d i t io n a l  th e o lo g ic a l  c o lle g e s  th e r e  is n o  p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  

a f f i l i a t io n  w ill  b e  c o n s id e r e d .”  ( L e t t e r  o f  th e  R e g is t r a r  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  B r i t is h  

C o lu m b ia ) .

“ . . . r e g a rd in g  y o u r  r e c e n t  l e t t e r  su g g e s tin g  a n  a f f i l i a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  

C o lle g e  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  a n d  S im o n  F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y , . . . , t h e  B o a rd  o f  

G o v e r n o r s  a n d  th e  S e n a te  . . h a v e  re c e iv e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a f f i l i a t io n  b y  s u c h  

g r o u p s  a s  y o u r s  a n d  to  d a te  n o n e  o f  th e s e  r e q u e s t s  h a v e  b e e n  g r a n t e d . ”  ( L e t t e r  o f  th e  

R e g is t r a r  o f  S im o n  F r a s e r  U n iv e r s i ty ,  B r i t is h  C o lu m b ia ) .

b . C o n c e r n in g  p o s s ib i l i ty  2 ( I n c o r p o r a t io n  u n d e r  th e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  A c t  w i t h o u t  a f f i l i a 

t io n ) ,  D e p u t ie s ,  a l t h o u g h  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  fu l l  e m p h a s is  s h o u ld  b e  la id  u p o n  th e  t r u ly  

R e f o r m e d  c h a r a c te r  o f  a T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e ,  w a n t  t o  b r in g  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  th e  L a w  

r e q u i r e s  ( a s  w e  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e ,  p a g e  6 , 2 ( b ) )  t h a t  in  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  g iv e n  a t  s u c h  a 

C o lle g e  s o u n d  a c a d e m ic  s ta n d a r d s  a re  m a in ta in e d .
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T h e  b a s ic  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  su c h  a  t r a in in g  w o u ld  b e  th e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  a t  le a s t  

th r e e  p ro f e s s o r s  ( O ld  T e s ta m e n t ,  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  a n d  D o g m a tic s )  w h e r e a s  th e  o t h e r  

d is c ip l in e s  c o u ld  b e  t a u g h t  b y  l e c tu r e r s .  I t  a p p e a r s  to  b e  d i f f i c u l t  to  g ive  a  c o m p le te  a n d  

d e ta i le d  b u d g e t  f o r  s u c h  a  s e t -u p .  W h a t  f o l lo w s  is n o  m o r e  th a n  a n  e s t im a te  a n d  m ig h t  b e  

v e ry  c o n s e rv a t iv e .

1 . R e m u n e r a t io n  P r o f e s s o r s $ 3 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0

2 . L e c tu r e r s 3 ,6 0 0 .0 0

3 . T ra v e l  E x p e n s e s  — L e c tu r e r s 1 ,5 0 0 .0 0

4 . R e n t  B u ild in g s 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0

5 . L ib r a r y 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0

6 . A d m in s t r a t i o n 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0

$ 4 2 ,1 0 0 .0 0

T o  th e  f ig u re  o f  $ 4 2 ,1 0 0 .0 0  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  fo r  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  -  c o s ts  o f  I n c o r p o r 

a t i o n .  F r o m  in f o r m a t io n  re c e iv e d  i t  b e c a m e  c le a r  t h a t  l a w y e r s ’ fe e s  f o r  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  

th e  m a te r ia l  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a re  $ 4 0 .0 0  -  $ 7 0 .0 0  p e r  h o u r .  S in c e  w e  k n o w  f r o m  th e  

sa m e  s o u rc e s  t h a t  1 0 0  o r  m o r e  h o u r s  a re  n e c e s s a ry  a n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 7 ,0 0 0 .0 0  to  

$ 1 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  m u s t  b e  c o n s id e r e d .  S ta t i s t i c s  s h o w  t h a t  a t  th e  e n d  o f  1 9 6 8  th e  m e m b e r s h ip  

o f  o u r  C h u r c h e s  w ill b e  a p p r o x im a te ly  7 ,0 0 0 ,  o f  w h o m  a p p r o x im a te ly  3 ,0 0 0  a re  c o n 

fe s s in g  m e m b e r s .  T h is  w o u ld  b r in g  th e  c o n t r i b u t io n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s  t o  $ 6 .0 0  p e r  m e m b e r  

p e r  y e a r ,  o r  $ 1 4 .0 0  p e r  c o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r  p e r  y e a r .  ( F o r  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a 

t io n :  $ 7 .0 0  a n d  $ 1 6 .5 0  r e s p e c t iv e ly )

c . C o n c e r n in g  p o s s ib i l i ty  3  (T h e o lo g ic a l  S c h o o l )  w e  b r in g  to  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  th e  f o l 

lo w in g  c o n s id e r a t io n s :

In  t h e i r  la s t  m e e t in g  th e  G o v e r n o r s  a g re e d  “ t h a t  t h e  R e p o r t  t o  S y n o d  m u s t  c o n ta in  

th e  f o l lo w in g  i te m s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s :

a . a  g o o d ,  a c a d e m ic a l ly  s o u n d  t r a in in g  is a  n e c e s s i ty ;

b .  a c o m p le te  a n d  d e ta i le d  b u d g e t  o f  th e  c o s ts  is r e q u i r e d ;

c . n o  e s ta te  s h o u ld  b e  a c q u i r e d ,  b u t  u se  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  o f  th e  f a c i l i t ie s  o f  o n e  

o f  th e  C h u r c h e s ;

d .  tw o  p r o f e s s o r s  m u s t  b e  a p p o in t e d  w h o  c a n  r e q u e s t  th e  a s s is te n c e  o f  

l e c tu r e r s . ”

T h e  r e p o r t  d e a ls  a lr e a d y  w i th  “ a ”  u n d e r  C h a p te r  I I -C ; w i th  “ c ”  u n d e r  C h a p te r  IV . 

A s t o  “ b ”  ( b u d g e t )  w e  c a n  s u b m i t  a n  e s t im a te  o n ly  s in c e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  f o r  a p p o i n t 

m e n t s  o f  l e c tu r e r s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  m a d e  (se e  u n d e r  V I :  A p p o in tm e n t s ) .

1 . R e m u n e r a t io n s  P ro fe s s o r s $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0

2 . L e c tu r e r s

3 . T ra v e l  e x p e n s e s

4 . R e n t  B u ild in g s 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0

5 . L ib r a r y 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0

6 . A d m in is t r a t io n 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0  

$ 2 7 ,0 0 0 .0 0  P L U S

A
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A d .  1 . T h e  r e m u n e r a t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  s h o u l d  b e  s u c h  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  p r o v id e  f o r  t h e i r  Otyj, 

d w e l l in g ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s .  T h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  b e in g  c o v e r e d  by 

t h e  F u n d  f o r  S u p e r a n n u a t i o n  c o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d .

A d .  2 .  S in c e  i t  w a s  a g r e e d  t o  r e c o m m e n d  t o  S y n o d  t h a t  “ p r o f e s s o r s  c a n  r e q u e s t  the 

a s s i s t a n c e  o f  l e c t u r e r s ” , i t  is  a l m o s t  im p o s s ib le  t o  e s t im a te  t h e  c o s t s  in v o lv e d .  This 

w il l  b e  p o s s ib le  w h e n  S y n o d ,  w i t h  t h e  a d v ic e  o f ,  o r  u p o n  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  p ro fesso rs  

h a s  a p p o i n t e d  l e c t u r e r s ,  a n d  w h e n  i t  is  k n o w n  w h e r e  th e s e  l e c t u r e r s  h a v e  their 

r e s id e n c e s .

A d .  3 .  T h e s e  l a s t  f a c t s  le a v e  th e  i t e m  o f  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a  c o m p l e t e  g u e s s .

A d .  4 .  R e f e r r in g  t o  C h a p t e r  I V ,  w e  r e a l iz e  t h a t  th e r e  m ig h t  b e  a  C h u r c h  w i t h  f a c i l i t ie s  for 

l e c t u r i n g ,  b u t  w e  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o  c h u r c h  w h ic h  h a s  s u f f i c i e n t  r o o m  available 

f o r  a L ib r a r y .  S p a c e  m u s t  b e  r e n t e d ,  w h ic h  m e a n s  a n  e x p e n s e  in  a d d i t i o n  to  the 

a m o u n t  o f  $ 2 , 0 0 0 .0 0  f o r  t h e  s e t - u p  o f  a  l ib r a r y .

A d .  5 .  D e p u t i e s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  S y n o d  1 9 5 8  r e p o r t e d  t o  S y n o d  1 9 6 2  t h a t  $ 2 , 0 0 0 .0 0  per 

y e a r  w o u ld  b e  a  m in i m u m  f o r  th e  s e t - u p  o f  a  L ib r a r y .  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  d e c id e d  that 

t h e  G o v e r n o r s  m a k e  a v a i la b le  f o r  th e  L ib r a r y  a n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 3 0 0 . 0 0  p e r  teacher 

p e r  y e a r  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  t o  t h e  n e x t  S y n o d .  S in c e  t h e r e  a re  s ix  i n s t r u c t o r s  this 

m e a n s  a n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 1 ,8 0 0 .0 0 .

A d .  6 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  u s u a l ly  3  - 4%  o f  t h e  t o t a l  b u d g e t .

E. Conclusions.
A d .  a .  I t  is  t h e  c o n v ic t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 

C o l le g e  u n d e r  C h a r t e r  b y  P r iv a te  B ill is  a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le ,  d u e  t o  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  legal 

c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  c o s t s  in v o lv e d .

T h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  n o  p o s s ib i l i t y  e i t h e r  f o r  a f f d i a t i o n ,  w i tn e s s  n o t  o n ly  t h e  latest 

i n f o r m a t io n  f r o m  U n iv e r s i t i e s  in  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  b u t  a ls o  t h e  e a r l ie r  r e a c t io n s  of 

U n iv e r s i ty  S e n a t e s  in  O n t a r i o .

A d .  b .  O u r  c o n c l u s i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  is t h a t  f u r t h e r  in v e s tig a tio n s  

a re  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a s c e r t a in  t h e  n e e d  a n d  th e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  s u c h  a  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n .

A d .  c .  S in c e  D e p u t i e s ,  a t  t h e  t im e ,  w e r e  n o t  in  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  f o r e s e e  t h e  com 

p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s e t - u p  o f  a  C o l le g e ,  a n d  w e re  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  a n t i c ip a t e  d e c i s io n s  con

c e r n in g  th e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  l e c t u r e r s ,  f u r t h e r  c o n c l u s i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  m a d e  a n d  we 

r e s t r i c t  o u r s e lv e s  t o  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w h ic h  w a s  a g r e e d  u p o n .

I I I .  S T U D E N T S .

A . M andate.
“ W ith  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  s u g g e s t io n s  o f  t h e  R e v .  G .  V a n D o o r e n  c o n c e r n in g  c o n t a c t  w ith 

f u t u r e  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e o lo g y  t h e  f o l lo w in g  ( i s  d e c i d e d ) :  S y n o d  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of 

c o n t a c t  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a re  p l a n n i n g  t o  s t u d y  t h e o l o g y ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  j u d g e  i t  t o  b e  in 

i t s  p r o v in c e  t o  m a k e  a  d e c i s io n  in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  ( A c t a  S y n o d e  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 9 ,  add. 

d e c i s io n s  3 ,  t r a n s l a t i o n  ‘B r i e f  R e p o r t ’ A r t .  3 8 ) .
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B. Material.
O ra l  i n f o r m a t io n  o f  th e  P r in c ip a l  o f  th e  T e a c h in g  S t a f f  a n d  o n e  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r s ,  

t h a t  s o m e  y o u n g  m e n  h a v e  d e c id e d  to  r e g is te r  a t  o th e r  i n s t i t u t io n s  o f  le a rn in g ;

O ra l  in f o r m a t io n  o f  C la ss ic a l D e p u t ie s  a d  A r t .  19 t h a t  o n e  s t u d e n t  is r e g is te r e d  a t  

t h e  T h e o lo g is c h e  H o o g e s c h o o l  a t  K a m p e n .

C. O bservations.
W e w a n t  t o  in f o r m  S y n o d  t h a t  a t  th e  t im e  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  th is  r e p o r t

( a )  O n e  s t u d e n t  is  s tu d y in g  a t  o u r  o w n  T r a in in g - in s t i tu te  fo r  th e  M in is t ry ;

( b )  T w o  m e n  o f  o v e r  3 0  y e a r s  a re  p r e p a r in g  fo r  th e  a d m is s io n  e x a m in a t io n s ,  a n d

( c )  F o u r  y o u n g  m e n  o f  o u r  C h u r c h e s  a re  r e g is te r e d  a t  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  le a rn in g .

IV . E S T A T E

A . M andate.
T o  a u th o r i z e  th e  G o v e r n o r s  t o  p u r c h a s e  a n  E s t a t e  in  th e  P ro v in c e  o f  O n ta r io .  S u c h  

a  p u r c h a s e  sh a l l  b e  m a d e  o n ly  u p o n  f a v o u ra b le  a d v ic e  o f  e x p e r t s  a n d  w i th  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  

th e  ( P a r t ic u l a r )  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io .  A m o n g  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h ic h  h a v e  to  b e  m e t  

a re  th e s e :  T h a t  a fa ir - s iz e d  lo t  b e  a v a ila b le  f o r  p o s s ib le  f u r t h e r  e x te n s io n ;  a n d  t h a t  

a f f i l i a t io n  w i th  a  U n iv e r s i ty  b e  p o s s ib le  ( A c ta  S y n o d e  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 9 ,  s u b  4 ,  t r a n s la t io n  

‘B r ie f  R e p o r t ’, A r t .  3 8  s u b  4 ) .

B. Material.
W e r e f e r  t o  th e  q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  se v e ra l l e t t e r s  c o n c e r n in g  a f f i l i a t io n  (S e e  p a g e  8  o f  

o u r  R e p o r t ) .

C. O bservations.
I t  w a s  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  th e  a d v ic e  o f  e x p e r t s  is n o t  f a v o u ra b le ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  is d o u b t f u l  

w h e th e r  a f f i l i a t io n  w o u ld  e v e r  b e  p o s s ib le .  C o n s e q u e n t ly  th e  m a t t e r  o f  p u r c h a s in g  an  

E s t a t e  w a s  n o t  g iv en  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t i o n ,  a s  b e in g  p r e m a tu r e  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t io n .

V . A D M IS S IO N  A N D  C U R R IC U L U M .

A . M andate.
P e r s o n s  o v e r  3 0  y e a r s  o f  age m a y  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  th e  c o u r s e s  a n d  e x a m in a t io n s  of 

t h e  C o lle g e  w i t h o u t  b e in g  in  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  a B .A . d e g re e  o r  i ts  e q u iv a le n t ,  i f  th e y  p a ss  

an  e n t r a n c e  e x a m i n a t io n ,  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  fo r  w h ic h  sh a ll  b e  s e t  b y  th e  T e a c h in g  S ta ff  

w i th  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r s ;  o n  th e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  t h a t  th e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  sh a ll n o )  

e x c e e d  th o s e  f o r  a B .A . d e g re e .  ( A c ta  S y n o d e  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 9 ,  su b  5 ;  t r a n s l a t i o n ‘B rief 

R e p o r t ’, A r t .  38).
C u r a to r e n  s te l le n  m e t  a d v ie s  v a n  D o c e n te n  e e n  C u r r ic u lu m  o p .  ( A c ta  S y n o d e  1 9 6 5  

A r t .  1 9 9  s u b  6 - I I I ) .

B. M aterial
1. L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  T e a c h in g  S t a f f  c o n c e r n in g  r e q u i r e m e n ts  fo r  e n t r a n c e  E x a m in a t io n

2 . T h e  D r a f t  C u r r ic u lu m  w ill be  p a r t  o f  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  T e a c h in g  S ta f f .

C. Considerations.
T h e  B o a rd  d e c id e d  to  a p p ro v e  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  o f  th e  e n t r a n c e  e x a m in a t io n  fo: 

p e o p le  o f  3 0  y e a r s  a n d  o ld e r  (S e e  l e t t e r  T e a c h in g  S t a f f  a n d  m in u te s  o f  B o a rd  m e e t in g s ) .

T h e  B o a rd  r e q u e s te d  th e  T e a c h in g  S t a f f  ‘ to  d ra w  u p  a C u r r ic u lu m  w i th  th e  s y s te m  

as f o u n d  in  th e  c a le n d a r  o f  W e s tm in s te r  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry  as a m o d e l ,  a n d  in thi 

m e a n t im e  t o  c o n s id e r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  s t u d e n t s ,  f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g ,h a v e  to  s tu d y  in W e s te n  

a s  w e ll as in  E a s te r n  C a n a d a .
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V I . A P P O IN T M E N T  T E A C H E R S .

A . M andate.
T h e  G o v e r n o r s  sh a ll  s u b m i t  t o  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  a  n o m in a t io n  t o  a p p o in t  i n s t r u c 

to r s  in  c a se  o f  v a c a n c ie s .

T h e  G o v e r n o r s  sh a ll a d v is e  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  a b o u t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  i n s t r u c t o r s  

c o n s id e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  ( A c ta  S y n o d e  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 9 ,  s u b  6-1V  a n d  V I ;  t r a n s la t io n  ‘B r ie f  

R e p o r t ’, A r t .  3 8 ) .

B. O bservations.
D e p u t ie s  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  d id  n o t  r e a p p o i n t  t h e  R e v .  H . K r a b b e n d a m  as 

T e a c h e r  f o r  th e  1 9 th  a n d  2 0 t h  C e n tu r y  T h e o lo g y .  T h e  R e v .  G . V a n D o o r e n  w a s  a s k e d  t o  

a c c e p t  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  t h i s  s u b je c t .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  i n s t r u c to r s  t o  be  a p p o in t e d  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  d e c is io n s  o f  S y n o d  1 9 6 8  

r e g a rd in g  th e  s e t - u p  o f  a  C o lle g e ;  c o n s e q u e n t ly  n o  a d v ic e  is g iv en .

V II .  L IB R A R Y

A . Mandate.
S y n o d  d e c id e d :  A a n  c u r a t o r e n  v o o r  h e t  o p z e t t e n  v a n  e e n  b ib l io th e e k  e e n  b e d ra g  

v a n  $ 6 ,0 0 0 .0 0  b e s c h ik b a a r  te  s te l le n .  H ie r in  is  b e g re p e n  h e t  b e d r a g ,  d a t  d o o r  d e  v o r ig e  

S y n o d e  v o o r  d i t  d o e l  b e s c h ik b a a r  w a s  g e s te ld ,  d o c h  n i e t  is g e b r u ik t .  ( A c ta  S y n o d e  1 9 6 5 ,  

A r t .  9 9 ) .

B. Material.
R e p o r t  L ib r a r ia n .

A  b r i e f  r e p o r t  o n  th e  L ib r a r y  is a d d e d  as A p p e n d ix  1.

C. Considerations.
T h e  R e v . J .  M u ld e r  w a s  a p p o in t e d  b y  th e  B o a rd  a s  L ib r a r ia n .  H e  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  to  

se t  u p  a  L ib r a r y ,  a n d  a u th o r i z e d  to  p u rc h a s e  th e  b o o k s  r e q u e s te d  b y  th e  T e a c h e r s .  A t  a 

la te r  d a te  th e  B o a rd  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  L ib r a r ia n  w ill in f o r m  th e  T e a c h in g  S t a f f  t h a t  th e  

B o a rd  c o n s id e r s  i t  n e c e s s a ry  t h a t  o n ly  s u c h  b o o k s  s h o u ld  b e  a c q u i r e d  w h ic h  a  m in i s te r  

u s u a l ly  d o e s  n o t  b u y .

V I I I .  R E P O R T  T E A C H IN G  S T A F F .

T h is  R e p o r t  h a s  n o t  p a s s e d  th e  B o a rd  a n d  a p p a r e n t ly  w ill b e  s u b m i t t e d  d i r e c t ly  to  

S y n o d .

IX . F I N A N C I A L  M A T T E R S .

A. M andate.
T o  a u th o r i z e  th e  G o v e r n o r s  to  c o m p e n s a te  th e  p r e s e n t  i n s t r u c to r s  f o r  w o r k  a l r e a d y  

d o n e  o r  s t i l l  to  b e  d o n e  ( A c ta  S y n o d e  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 9 ,  s u b  2 ;  t r a n s la t io n  ‘B r ie f  R e p o r t ’ , 

A r t .  3 8 ) .

T o  r e q u e s t  th e  G o v e r n o r s  to  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  to  B r. L e f f e r s ’ s u g g e s t io n  f o r  a  b e t t e r  

i n v e s tm e n t  o f  th e  m o n e y s  a v a i la b le ;  t o  r e q u e s t  th e  G o v e r n o r s  t o  r e m in d  th e  C h u r c h e s  

t h a t  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  o f  H a m il to n  1 9 6 2  r e q u e s te d  th e  s u m  o f  $ 1 .0 0  p e r  m e m b e r  p e r  

y e a r  f o r  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e . ( A c ta  S y n o d e  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 9  - a d d i t i o n a l  d e c is io n s  4  c 

a n d  e ,  t r a n s la t io n  ‘B r ie f  R e p o r t ,  A r t .  3 8 ) .

B. Material.
S e v e ra l  l e t t e r s  f r o m  C h u r c h e s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  c o n t r i b u t io n  o f  C h u r c h e s .
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C. Observations.
( a )  R e m u n e r a t io n  o f  T e a c h e r s .

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  th e  T e a c h e r s  t o  g ive  a n  e s t im a te  o f  th e  w o r k  a n d  t im e  

in v o lv e d  in  th e  p a s t .  S o m e  h a v e  a n s w e re d  t h a t  r e q u e s t .  In  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  th is  p a r t  o f  

th e  m a n d a t e ,  i t  b e c a m e  c le a r  t h a t  D e p u t ie s  d id  n o t  h a v e  a  c le a r  p i c tu r e  o f  th e  w o r k  

in v o lv e d .  C o n s e q u e n t ly  th e  f o l lo w in g  w a s  d e c id e d :  ‘T h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  d e c id e s  t o  

g ive  th e  T e a c h e r s  w h o  i n s t r u c t e d  M r. C . V a n S p r o n s e n  to w a r d  th e  O f f ic e  o f  M in is te r  o f  

th e  G o s p e l ,  a n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 2 5 0 .0 0  a s  a  to k e n  o f  a p p r e c ia t io n  i n s t e a d  o f  a  r e m u n e r a t i o n ,  

s in c e  th e  B o a rd  w a s  n o t  a b le  t o  m a k e  a  c o r r e c t  e s t im a te  o f  e a c h  t e a c h e r ’s  w o r k ’.

O n e  o f  th e  t e a c h e r s  i n f o r m e d  th e  B o a r d  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  s a t is f ie d  w i th  th is  d e c i s io n ,  

b u t  t h a t  h e  l e f t  th e  c a se  t o  th e  f o r th c o m in g  G e n e r a l  S y n o d .

( b )  T r e a s u r e r ’s R e p o r t .

T h is  r e p o r t  w il l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  S y n o d  b y  th e  T r e a s u r e r ,  M r. H . L e f f e r s .

( c )  I n v e s tm e n ts .

A f t e r  d is c u s s in g  a  c o m m u n ic a t io n  f r o m  th e  T r e a s u r e r ,  th e  B o a r d  d e c id e d :

1. T o  a p p ro v e  th e  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  t a k e n  b y  th e  T r e a s u r e r  re  t h e  i n v e s tm e n t  o f  th e  

m o n e y s ,  a s  e x p la in e d  in  h is  l e t t e r  t o  th e  B o a r d ;

2 . T o  in f o r m  b r .  L e f f e r s  t h a t  th e  B o a r d  is o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  r e m a in in g  f u n d s  o f  

$ 1 2 ,4 9 7 .1 0  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  in v e s te d  ‘o n  lo n g  t e r m ’ in  v ie w  o f  c e r t a in  d e c is io n s  o f  

S y n o d  c o n c e r n in g  L ib r a r y  a n d  E s t a t e .

3 . T o  m e n t i o n  in  th e  P re s s  R e le a s e  o f  th e  m e e t in g  t h a t  a  b e t t e r  i n v e s tm e n t  o f  th e  

m o n e y s  c o n t r i b u t e d  h a s  b e e n  c o n s id e r e d ,  a p p r o v e d  a n d  e n a c te d .

( d )  C o n t r ib u t i o n  C h u rc h e s .

T h is  m a t t e r  w a s  d is c u s s e d  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r e r  t o  th e  

B o a rd .  T h e  fo l lo w in g  w a s  d e c id e d :  ‘T h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  d e c id e s  t h a t  th e  T r e a s u r e r  

sh a ll b e  r e q u e s t e d  to  i n f o r m  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B o a rd  a b o u t  t h o s e  C h u r c h e s  w h ic h  a re  

b e h in d  in  th e i r  c o n t r i b u t io n s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  S e c r e ta r y  sh a ll  f o r w a r d  a  l e t t e r  t o  th e s e  

C h u r c h e s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  B o a rd  t o  r e m in d  th e m  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  S y n o d  o f  H a m i l to n ,  

1 9 6 2 ,  d e c id e d :  “ in z a k e  d e  k o s t e n  v e r b o n d e n  a a n  d e  u i tv o e r in g  v a n  d e  g e n o m e n  b e s lu i t e n  

( A c ta  1 9 6 2 ,  A r t t .  9 5  a n d  1 6 2 )  s p r e e k t  d e  S y n o d e  u i t  d a t  h e t  v o o r  h e t  u i tv o e r e n  d e z e r  

b e s lu i t e n  b e t r e f f e n d e  d e  o p le id in g  n o o d z a k e l i jk  is , d a t  d e  k e r k e n  t o t  d e  e e r s tk o m e n d e  

S y n o d e  $ 1 .0 0  p e r  z ie l  p e r  j a a r  o p b r e n g e n ” , a n d  to  a s k  t h e m  t o  m a k e  u p  f o r  t h e  a r re a r s .

In  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t im e  se v e ra l C h u r c h e s  h a v e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  th e  B o a r d  q u e s t io n s  a n d  

r e q u e s t s  c o n c e r n in g  th i s  m a t t e r .  I n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  s o m e  o f  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  i t  w a s  

d e c id e d :

( a )  R e  th e  q u e s t io n  b r o u g h t  u p  b y  tw o  C h u r c h e s  c o n c e r n in g  c o n t r i b u t io n s  f o r  1 9 6 3 ,  to  

i n f o r m  th e s e  C h u r c h e s  t h a t  th e  p r a c t ic e  h a s  b e e n  in  o u r  C h u r c h e s  t o  c o m m e n c e  

p a y m e n t  o f  $ 1 .0 0  p e r  m e m b e r  p e r  y e a r  im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  th e  P re ss  

R e le a s e ,  a n d

( b )  t o  g r a n t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  o n e  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s  in  v ie w  o f  c e r ta in  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  (S e e  

m in u t e s  o f  th e  B o a rd  m e e t in g s ) .
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O t h e r  r e q u e s t s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  c o n s id e r e d  b e c a u s e  th e y  w e re  r e c e iv e d  a f t e r  t h e  la s t  

B o a rd  m e e t in g .

T o  b e  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  th e  c o n t r i b u t io n s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s ,  t h e  B o a rd  r e q u e s t e d  th e  

T r e a s u r e r  t o  i n f o r m  th e  B o a rd  a b o u t  C h u r c h e s  w h ic h  a r e  b e h in d  in  c o n t r i b u t io n s  a n d  to  

f o r w a r d  a  l e t t e r  t o  r e m in d  th e m  o f  th e  d e c is io n s  o f  S y n o d  1 9 6 2  a n d  1 9 6 5 . I n  t h e  c o u rs e  

o f  t im e  f in a n c ia l  s t a t e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  a n d  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h e s .  T h e  

B o a rd  w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  h a s  b e e n  a  m o r e  r e g u la r  p a y m e n t  o f  c o n t r i b u t io n s .

D e p u t ie s  a ls o  r e c e iv e d  a  c o p y  o f  a n  a p p e a l  o f  tw o  C h u rc h e s  a g a in s t  t h e  d e c is io n s  o f  

S y n o d  1 9 6 5  t o  a s k  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h e s  a n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 7 .0 0  p e r  c o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r  p e r  

y e a r .  C o g n iz a n c e  w a s  t a k e n  o f  th is  i n f o r m a t io n .

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S

D e p u t ie s  r e s p e c t f u l ly  s u b m i t  th e  fo l lo w in g  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s :

1. T o  a p p o in t  n e w  D e p u ty - G o v e r n o r s  w i th  th e  m a n d a te  t o  b e  d i l ig e n t  in  a ll m a t t e r s  

p e r ta in in g  t o  t h e  T r a in in g  f o r  th e  M in is t ry .

2 . T o  g iv e  t h e  p r iv ile g e  o f  th e  f lo o r  o f  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  t o  th e  P r e s id e n t  a n d  th e  

S e c r e ta r y  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e rn o r s .

3 . T o  a u th o r i z e  D e p u t ie s  t o  f o r w a r d  c o p ie s  o f  th e  m in u te s  o f  th e i r  m e e t in g s  t o  c o r 

r e s p o n d in g  C h u r c h e s ,  i f  so  r e q u e s t e d  (S e e  C h a p te r  I R e p o r t ) .

4 . ( a )  N o t  t o  p r o c e e d  i n to  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  C h a r te r  b y  P r iv a te  B ill. T o  c o n t in u e

in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  a f f i l i a t io n  w i th  an  e x is t in g  C o lle g e ;  h o w e v e r ,  

f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g ,  n o t  t o  p r o c e e d  i n to  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  i n s u r m o u n t 

a b le  o b s ta c le s .

( b )  T o  c h a rg e  th e  D e p u t ie s - to - b e - a p p o in te d  to  a d v ise  th e  n e x t  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  

w h e th e r  i t  is  w a r r a n t e d  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a T h e o lo g ic a l  

C o lle g e  u n d e r  th e  C o r p o r a t io n s  A c t ,  w i th  a  v ie w  t o  t h e  n e e d  a n d  th e  p o s 

s ib i l i t ie s  o f  s u c h  a  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n .  D e p u t ie s  a re  c o n v in c e d  t h a t ,  a t  th e  

p r e s e n t  t im e ,  s u c h  a p r o c e d u r e  is  u n w a r r a n t e d .

( c )  T o  a p p o in t  tw o  P r o f e s s o r s  w h o  c a n  r e q u e s t  t h e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  L e c tu r e r s  

( C h a p te r  I I - R e p o r t ) .

5 . T o  a d o p t  t h e  f o l lo w in g  r u le ,  in  v ie w  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  se v e ra l o f  o u r  C h u r c h  m e m b e r s  

s tu d y  a t  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  le a rn in g :  ‘T o  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  E c c le s ia s t ic a l  E x a m 

i n a t io n s ,  th e o lo g ic a l  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  s u b m i t  t o  th e  C lass is , w h ic h  w ill  e x a m in e  th e m ,  

a  C e r t i f i c a te  i s s u e d  b y  th e  T e a c h in g  S t a f f  o f  o u r  o w n  S e m in a r y ’ (S e e  C h a p te r  

I l l - R e p o r t ) .

6 . N o t  t o  a c q u i r e  a n  E s t a t e ,  n e i t h e r  t o  a u th o r i z e  D e p u t ie s  t o  p u r c h a s e  a n y  R e a l  E s ta te  

p r o p e r t y  b e f o re  a  d e f in i t e  d e c is io n  c o n c e r n in g  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o r  a f f i l i a t io n  h a s  b e e n  

m a d e  (S e e  C h a p te r  I V - R e p o r t ) .

7 .  T o  a ss ig n  a n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 2 ,5 0 0 .0 0  a n n u a l ly  f o r  th e  L ib ra ry .

W e t r u s t  t h a t  w i th  th is  r e p o r t  w e  h a v e  f u l f i l l e d  th e  m a n d a te  g iv e n  t o  u s  b y  S y n o d  

1 9 6 5 ,  E d m o n to n .
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P r a y in g  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  m a y  b le s s  S y n o d  in  a ll h e r  w o r k ,  a n d  g u id e  h e r  a ls o  in  th e  

d is c u s s io n s  a n d  d e c is io n s  c o n c e r n in g  th i s  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i f i c a t io n  o f  th e  

C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  in  th is  c o u n t r y ,  w e  r e s p e c t f u l ly  s u b m i t  th is  r e p o r t  t o  y o u r  A s s e m b ly .

B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,

W . L O O P S T R A , P r e s id e n t

D . V A N D E R B O O M , S e c r e ta r y

H . A . S T E L , A s s e s s o r

L . M O E S

J .  M U L D E R  

A . B . R O U K E M A
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S U P P L E M E N T  4  

(A g . R e p o r t  1 ,1 3 ;  A r ts .  7 1 ,  1 1 7 )

R E P O R T  T R E A S U R E R  T R A I N I N G  F O R  T H E  M IN IS T R Y  

Uitgaven  v o o r  d e  “ O p le id in g  t o t  d e  D ie n s t  d e s  W o o r d s ”  o v e r  d e  p e r io d e  1 9 6 6 ,  1 9 6 7  e n

1 9 6 8  t o t  2 6  O c t .

V e rg o e d in g  a a n  D o c e n te n  $ 1 7 7 0 .0 0

B ib l io th e e k  4 9 3 .8 5

D iv e rse  o n k o s t e n  c u r a t o r e n ,  r e i s k o s te n ,  v e rg a d e r in g  2 2 7 7 .8 6

T o ta a l  $ 4 5 4 1 .7 1

O verzich t belegging aanwezige gelden

D e b e n tu r e  C a n a d a  T r u s t  @ 6 %  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0

D i t  g e ld  k o m t  v r ij  1 A u g . 1 9 6 9  p lu s  

$ 3 9 7 6 .3 3  a a n  in te r e s t

D e b e n tu r e  C a n a d a  T r u s t  @ 6  1 /2 %  1 7 ,0 0 0 .0 0

K o m t  v rij 2  F e b r .  1 9 7 0  p lu s  

$ 2 4 1 0 .0 6  a a n  in te r e s t

L e n in g  S c h o o lv e re n ig in g  N e w -W e s tm in s te r  @ 5 %  3 ,8 1 0 .0 0

T r u s t  S a v in g s  A c c o u n t  B a n k  o f  M o n t r e a l  5 %  2 5 ,8 0 9 .8 2

S a v in g s  A c c o u n t  B a n k  o f  M o n tr e a l  7 ,9 0 8 .9 6

T o ta a l  a a n w e z ig e  g e ld e n  $ 7 4 ,5 2 8 .7 8

D e  b e s c h e id e n  v a n  d e  p e n n in g m e e s te r  w o r d e n  e e n s  p e r  j a a r  g e c o n t r o le e r d  d e  k e r k  v a n  

C o a ld a le ,  A l ta .

D e  l a a t s t e  b o e k e n c o n t r o l e  v o n d  p la a t s  3 0  J a n .  1 9 6 8 .

H . L e f f e r s ,  p e n n in g m e e s te r .
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O V E R Z IC H T  A C H T E R S T A N D  IN  B I J D R A G E N  “ O P L E ID IN G  D I E N S T  d e s  W O O R D S ”  

t / m  O C T . 2 6 ,  1 9 6 8

K e r k te  k o r t t e  k o r t te  k o r t t o t a a l  a c h t e r  b e ta a ld

1963-65 1966 1967 s ta ll ig v o o r

1963-1967 1968

A b b o t s f o r d - - $735.00

B a r rh e a d -

B r a m p to n S 80.00 $ 80.00

B u r l in g to n - $1339.20 $2431.49 $3770.69

C a lg a ry -

C a rm a n -

C h a th a m -

C lo v e rd a le - $756.00

C o a ld a le - $700.00

E d m o n t o n -

F e r g u s - G u e lp h - $ 728.00 $ 728.00

G r a n d  R a p id s - $518.36

H a m il to n -

H o u s to n -

L o n d o n -

M a th e s o n - $ 63.00

N e e r la n d ia -

N . W e s tm in s te r -

O ra n g e v il le 1) $  681.00 $  671.00 $1352.00 $330.00

O t ta w a - $  274.73 $ 95.56 $  370.29

S m i th e r s -

S m ith v i l le -

T o r o n t o -

W a tfo rd $249.78 $ 150.58 $ 400.36

W in n ip e g - $332.00

T o ta a l  a c h te r s ta l l ig $6701.34

1) D e  k e r k  t e  O ra n g e v il le  b e ta a ld e  v o o r  1 9 6 8  t o t  o p  h e d e n  $ 1 .0 0  p e r  z ie l
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S U P P L E M E N T  5

(A r t s .  7 1 , 7 8 , 9 1 , 9 2 ,  1 0 0 ,  1 0 8 ,  1 1 1 ,  1 1 6 - 1 2 0 ,  1 3 1 ,  1 3 2 , 1 3 5 ,  1 5 3 ,  1 6 0 , 1 6 9 ,  1 7 0 )  

R e p o r t  o f  A d v is o ry  C o m m i t te e  II  

o n  T R A I N I N G  F O R  T H E  M IN IS T R Y

O bservations:
1. T h e  r e p o r t  a b o u t  th e  L ib r a r y  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a r e p o r t  t o  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a n d  

d o e s  n o t  c o n ta in  a n y  p ro p o s a l s  t o  S y n o d .

2 . T h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  f r o m  th e  “ R u le s  a n d  R e g u la t io n s ” , a d o p te d  b y  th e  S y n o d  o f  

E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ,  A c ts  A r t .  1 9 9 ,  6 ,1 , r e a d s ,

“ D e  K e r k e n  v e rz o rg e n  d e  O p le id in g  t o t  d e  D ie n s t  d e s  W o o rd s  d o o r  m id d e l  v a n  

C u r a to r e n ,  d ie  b e n o e m d  e n  g e in s t r u e e r d  w o r d e n  d o o r  d e  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e .  C u r 

a to r e n  w o r d e n  v o o r g e d ra g e n  d o o r  d e  m in d e r e  v e r g a d e r in g .  I e d e r e  P a r t ic u l ie r e  

S y n o d e  d r a a g t  d r ie  C u r a to r e n  m e t  s e c u n d i  v o o r .”

3 . G o v e r n o r s  a d v ise  S y n o d

a . n o t  to  p r o c e e d  in to  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  a  C h a r te r  b y  P r iv a te  B ill;

b .  t o  c o n t in u e  in v e s tig a tin g  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  a f f i l i a t io n  w i th  a n  e x is t in g  C o lle g e ;

c . t o  c h a rg e  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  t o  a d v ise  t h e  n e x t  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  w h e th e r  

i t  is  w a r r a n t e d  to  p r o c e e d  to  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  u n d e r  

th e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  A c t ,  w i t h  a  v ie w  t o  th e  n e e d  a n d  th e  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  o f  s u c h  a 

c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n .

4 .  T w o  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  T e a c h e r s  in f o r m e d  S y n o d  t h a t  a t  le a s t  th r e e  

P ro f e s s o r s  a n d  fiv e  L e c tu r e r s  w o u ld  b e  n e e d e d  i f  S y n o d  s h o u ld  d e c id e  to  e s ta b l i s h  a 

S e m in a r y  w h ic h  is t o  p ro v id e  a d e q u a te  t r a in in g .  T h e y  d o  n o t  c o n s id e r  th is  f e a s ib le ,  

a t  l e a s t  n o t  a t  p r e s e n t .

5 . G o v e r n o r s  p r o p o s e  t o  S y n o d  t h a t  a ru le  b e  a d o p te d  c o v e r in g  th e  a d m is s io n  t o  th e  

E c c le s ia s t ic a l  E x a m in a t io n s  o f  th o s e  w h o  s tu d y  a t  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  le a rn in g .

6 . I n  v a r io u s  p r o p o s a l s  a n  im p o r t a n t  a r g u m e n t  a g a in s t  im m e d ia te  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 

c o m p le te  C o lle g e  is  t h a t  t h e  n e e d s ,  n o w  a n d  in  th e  fo r e s e e a b le  f u t u r e ,  d o  n o t  

w a r r a n t  th e  la rg e  s u m s  o f  m o n e y  r e q u i r e d  f o r  s u c h  a n  u n d e r ta k in g .

7 . A n o t h e r  r e c u r r in g  a r g u m e n t  is  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s ,  o f  w h o m  

i t  is  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  a  B .A . d e g re e ,  a ls o  w ish  t o  o b t a in  a n  o f f ic ia l ly  

r e c o g n iz e d  B .D . d e g re e .

C onsiderations:
1. S y n o d  w ill  h a v e  t o  a p p o in t  G o v e rn o r s .

2 . I t  is  a d v is a b le  t o  g ive  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  th e  f lo o r  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  a n d  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  

th e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s .

3 . I t  w o u ld  b e  s t r a n g e  t o  p r o v id e ,  u p o n  th e i r  r e q u e s t ,  c o r r e s p o n d in g  C h u r c h e s  w i th  

c o p ie s  o f  th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  w h e re a s  th e  o w n  

C h u r c h e s  a re  to  b e  c o n te n t  w i th  a b r i e f  P re ss  R e le a s e . S in c e  th e y  a re  i n te r e s t e d  in  

th e  d e c is io n s  o n ly ,  th e r e  is n o t  re a l ly  a n y  n e e d  to  s e n d  th e  fu ll  m in u te s .

4 .  F r o m  th e  d o c u m e n t s  s u b m i t t e d  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t io n  re c e iv e d  it  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i t  is 

n o t  e n t i r e ly  im p o s s ib le  to  h a v e  a n  i n c o r p o r a te d  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e .
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5 . I t  w o u ld  b e  in c o r r e c t  t o  lea v e  i t  u p  t o  P r o f e s s o r s  to  r e q u e s t  t h e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  

L e c tu r e r s .  S y n o d  is to  a p p o in t  a ll in s t r u c to r s .

6 . T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  G o v e r n o r s  t o  a d o p t  a  ru le  re  E c c le s ia s t ic a l  E x a m in a t io n s  is 

in a d m is s ib le ,  s in c e  th is  is  n o t  a  m a t t e r  w i th  w h ic h  th e  G o v e r n o r s  s h o u ld  d e a l ,  a n d  

s in c e  t h e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  o f  H o m e w o o d -C a rm a n  1 9 5 8 ,  m a d e  a  d e c is io n  in  th is  

m a t t e r ,  A c ts  1 9 5 8 ,  A r t .  1 5 1 .

7 .  I t  is  a d v is a b le  t h a t  G o v e r n o r s  b e  a u th o r i z e d  to  p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  a c q u is i t io n  o f  a n  

e s t a t e .  T h e  c o s t  o f  s u c h  a n  e s t a t e  s h o u ld  b e  w i th in  th e  l im i ts  o f  th e  f u n d s  a v a ila b le  

a n d  s h o u ld  b e  e n t i r e ly  s u i ta b le  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e .

8 . O f  th e  $ 6 ,0 0 0 .0 0  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p u t  a t  th e  d is p o s a l  o f  G o v e r n o r s  f o r  th e  b u i ld -u p  

o f  a  L ib r a r y ,  a n  a m o u n t  o f  o n ly  $ 4 9 1 .5 3  h a s  b e e n  s p e n t .  T h e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  h a v in g  a 

w e l l-p ro v id e d  l ib r a r y  -  i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  c o u rs e  t o  b e  f o l lo w e d  — is b e y o n d  d o u b t .  

A n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 2 ,5 0 0 .0 0  p e r  y e a r  is  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  th e  m in im u m ,  e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  

o u r  l ib r a r y  is  in  i t s  i n f a n c y .  B e s id e s , w h e n  a f f i l i a t io n  w i th  o t h e r  C o lle g e s  o r  w i th  a 

U n iv e r s i ty  is  im p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g ,  i t  is  th e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h a v e  a g o o d  

l ib r a r y .

9 .  T h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  h a v in g  a T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  a n d  o f  h a v in g  c a n d id a te s  t o  f ill th e  

p r e s e n t  a n d  f u tu r e  v a c a n c ie s  c a n n o t  b e  e x p r e s s e d  in  m o n e ta r y  t e r m s .  A n d  th e  

n e c e s s i ty  is  n o t  d e te r m in e d  a n d  m o d if i e d  b y  f in a n c ia l  a s p e c ts .

1 0 . A m o n g  th e  v a r io u s  q u e s t io n s  c o m in g  u p  t h e  p r im a r y  o n e  is , w h e th e r  s u c h  m e a s u re s  

o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  t a k e n  w h ic h  w ill  give u s ,  a ls o  in  th e  f u t u r e ,  m in i s te r s  t r a in e d  in  th e  

s o u n d  d o c t r in e .  In  th is  r e s p e c t  th e  f o l lo w in g  p o in t s  a re  t o  b e  o b s e rv e d .

a. A t  p r e s e n t  th e r e  a re  s ix  v a c a n c ie s  in  th e  C h u rc h e s .

b .  O f  th e  m in i s t e r s  n o w  se rv in g  o n e  is o v e r  6 0  y e a r s  o f  a g e , 4  a re  o ld e r  t h a n  5 5 . 

5 a r e  o v e r  5 0  y e a r s  o ld .  E v e n  i f  i t  p le a s e s  th e  L O R D  to  e n a b le  th e m  t o  d o  

th e i r  w o r k  t i l l  t h e i r  6 5 t h  y e a r ,  t h e  C h u r c h e s  w ill  n e e d  1 0  n e w  m in is te r s  

w i th in  15 y e a r s .

c . T h is  c a l c u la t io n  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  i n to  a c c o u n t  a d d i t i o n a l  n e e d  f o r  m in i s t e r s  d u e  

t o  i n c r e a s e d  m e m b e r s h ip ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  n e w  C h u r c h e s ,  e tc .

d .  N o r  d o e s  i t  t a k e  i n to  a c c o u n t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  m is s io n a r ie s .

e .  A  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  w o u ld  b e  o f  v a lu e  n o t  o n ly  f o r  u s ,  b u t  a ls o  f o r  fo r e ig n  

s i s te r  C h u r c h e s  w h e re  E n g lis h  is th e  la n g u a g e  u s e d .

f .  A s  R e f o r m e d  p e o p le  w e  h a v e  a  t a s k  a ls o  t o w a r d s  o u r  n e ig h b o u r s .  A l th o u g h  in  

i t s e l f  th is  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a  r e a s o n  to  e s ta b l i s h  a  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e ,  i t  m u s t  b e  

b o r n e  in  m in d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a t  o t h e r  C o lle g e s  m ig h t  b e  r e q u i r e d  o r  a d v is e d  t o  

f o l lo w  c e r t a in  c o u r s e s  a t  o u r  C o lle g e  o r  b e  o th e r w is e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  i t .

g . T h e  m o r e  t h e  u se  o f  th e  N e th e r l a n d s  la n g u a g e  d im in is h e s ,  th e  le s s  l ik e ly  i t  
w il l  b e  t h a t  m in i s te r s  w ill b e  c a l le d  f r o m  th e  N e th e r la n d s .

h .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  d o c t r i n e  a ls o  f r o m  th e  p u l p i t ,  th e  C h u r c h e s  

a re  t o  h a v e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  f u t u r e  m in i s te r s  a re  i n s t r u c t e d .

1 1 . A l th o u g h  i t  is  n e c e s s a ry  to  s e t  h ig h  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  th e  t r a in in g  f o r  t h e  M in is t ry  in  th e  

C h u r c h  o f  G o d ,  i t  m u s t  b e  b o r n e  in  m in d  t h a t  th e  C h u r c h e s  d o  N O T  m a in ta in  a 

T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  in  o r d e r  t o  g ive  p e r s o n s  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  m e r e ly  t o  s tu d y  

th e o lo g y ,  b u t  r a th e r  t h a t  t h e y  m a in ta in  a  C o lle g e  t o  g ive  p r o p e r  a n d  n e e d e d  in s t r u c 

t i o n  in  t h e o lo g y  t o  th o s e  w h o  a s p ire  t o  th e  M in is t ry  in  t h e  C h u r c h e s .

W h o s o e v e r  w is h e s  t o  c o m p le te  h is  s tu d ie s  o f  th e o lo g y  s h o u ld  h a v e  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y
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t o  d o  so  a t  t h e  C h u r c h e s ’ o w n  C o lle g e . H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  n o  C o lle g e  

s h o u ld  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n t i l  s u c h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  c a n  b e  p r o v id e d .

A  C o lle g e  is e s ta b l i s h e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s ,  n o t  f o r  th e  

sa k e  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  w ish  to  s tu d y  t h e o lo g y  a n d  t o  o b t a in  a “ r e c o g n iz e d  d e g r e e ” .

1 2 . T h a t  a  d e g re e  f r o m  o u r  o w n  C o lle g e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  “ r e c o g n iz e d ” , a t  l e a s t  n o t  f o r  

s o m e  t im e ,  is  n o  re a s o n  w h y  s u c h  a  C o lle g e  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  s in c e

a . s u c h  r e c o g n i t i o n  is o f  s e c o n d a r y  im p o r t a n c e  s in c e  w e  d e a l  w i th  th e  t r a in in g  

f o r  th e  M in is t ry ;

b .  a  d e g re e  o b t a in e d  a t  th e  “ T h e o lo g is c h e  H o g e s c h o o l”  o f  o u r  N e th e r l a n d s  s i s te r  

c h u r c h e s  is n o t  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  o th e r  U n iv e r s i t ie s  in  th e  N e th e r l a n d s  e i t h e r ;

c . i t  is  a lw a y s  p o s s ib le  t o  o b t a in  s u c h  a  d e g re e  f r o m  a n  i n c o r p o r a te d  C o lle g e  

o n c e  th e  s tu d ie s  a t  o u r  o w n  C o lle g e  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p le te d .

13 . I t  h a s  b e e n  s t a te d  b u t  n o t  p r o v e d  t h a t  th e  C h u r c h e s  a re  n o t  a b le  to  c a r ry  th e  

b u r d e n  o f  a “ p r o v i s io n a l”  t r a in in g  w i th  so m e  P ro fe s s o r s  a n d  L e c tu r e r s ;  th e  f in a n c ia l  

r e p o r t  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  th e  T r e a s u r e r  g iv es  r e a s o n  t o  t h in k  o th e r w is e .

14 . I f  i t  w e re  t ru e  t h a t  th e  C h u r c h e s  a re  u n a b le  to  c a r ry  th e  b u r d e n  o f  a  “ p r o v i s io n a l”  

t r a in in g  w i th  so m e  P ro f e s s o r s  a n d  L e c tu r e r s ,  w e  s h o u ld  n o t  f l a t t e r  o u rs e lv e s  w i th  

th e  h o p e  th a t  in  th e  f u tu r e  th e  C h u r c h e s  w ill  b e  a b le  to  c a r ry  a b u r d e n  w h ic h  w o u ld  

b e  tw ic e  a s  h e a v y ,  s in c e  f o u r  P ro fe s s o r s  a n d  s o m e  L e c tu r e r s  w o u ld  b e  th e  m in im u m  

r e q u i r e m e n t  fo r  a C o lle g e  s u c h  a s  is c o n s id e r e d  n e c e s s a ry  b y  a ll.

1 5 . A p p o i n t m e n t  o f  tw o  P ro f e s s o r s  a n d  so m e  L e c tu r e r s  w o u ld  in v o lv e  a t o ta l  c o s t  o f  

a p p r o x im a te ly  $ 3 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 ,  w h ic h  a m o u n t s  to  five d o l la r s  p e r  m e m b e r  p e r  y e a r ,  o r  

a n  e s t im a te d  e le v e n  d o l la r s  p e r  y e a r  p e r  p r o f e s s e d  m e m b e r .

1 6 . N e i th e r  S y n o d  n o r  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  h a v e  h a d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  m a k e  

d e c is io n s  a b o u t  t h e  d is c ip l in e s  f o r  w h ic h  P r o f e s s o r s  s h o u ld  b e  a p p o in t e d  a n d  to  

l o o k  f o r  m e n  w h o  c o u ld  f ill  th e s e  p o s t s .  I t  is , h o w e v e r ,  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  B o a r d  o f  

G o v e r n o r s  m e e t s  d u r in g  th i s  S y n o d  a n d  p r o v id e s  S y n o d  w i th  a  n o m in a t io n  f o r  

P r o f e s s o r s  a n d  L e c tu r e r s  a n d  a n  a d v ic e  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  d is c ip l in e s  t o  b e  t a u g h t  b y  

th e m .

1 7 . I t  is  a d v is a b le  t h a t  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  b e  a s s is te d  b y  s o m e  b r e th r e n  w h o  c a n  

t a k e  c a re  o f  t h e  p r a c t ic a l  m a t t e r s ,  s u c h  a s  b u i ld in g s  i f  n e e d e d ,  lo d g in g  f o r  th e  

l ib r a r y ,  e tc .

R ecom m endations:
S y n o d

1. e x p r e s s  i ts  a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  th e  w o rk  d o n e  b y  th e  G o v e r n o r s ;

2 . a p p o in t  a g a in  s ix  G o v e r n o r s  a n d  a l t e rn a te - g o v e r n o r s ;

3 . g ive  t h e  p r iv ile g e  o f  t h e  f lo o r  t o  t h e  P r e s id e n t  a n d  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  

G o v e r n o r s ;

4 .  a u th o r i z e  th e  G o v e r n o r s  t o  f o r w a r d  t o  th e  D e p u t ie s  f o r  th e  T r a in in g  f o r  th e  

M in is t r y  o f  fo re ig n  s i s te r - c h u rc h e s  s u c h  d e c is io n s  a s  m a y  b e  r e q u e s t e d  b y  th o s e  

D e p u t ie s ;
5 . d e c id e  to  c h a rg e  th e  G o v e r n o r s  t o  c o n t in u e  th e i r  in v e s t ig a t io n s  i n to  a n d  th e i r  

e f f o r t s  to w a r d s  in c o r p o r a t io n  o f  o u r  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e ;

6 . m a k e  a v a ila b le  f o r  th e  L ib r a r y  a n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 2 ,5 0 0 .0 0  p e r  y e a r ;
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7 . r e q u e s t  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  t o  a d v is e  S y n o d  c o n c e r n in g

a . th e  n u m b e r  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  t o  b e  a p p o in t e d ,  tw o  o r  th r e e ;

b .  w h o m  t o  a p p o in t  a s  p r o f e s s o r s ;

c . t h e  d is c ip l in e s  t o  b e  t a u g h t  b y  th e s e  p r o f e s s o r s ;

d . h o w  th e  r e m a in in g  d is c ip l in e s  a re  t o  b e  d iv id e d  a m o n g  le c tu r e r s ;

e .  w h o m  t o  a p p o in t  a s  le c tu r e r s ;

f .  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  a  f in a n c ia l  c o m m i t t e e  o f  f iv e ,  t o  se rv e  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p ic e s  

o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a n d  t o  a d v is e  th e  B o a r d  in  a ll n o n - a c a d e m ic  

m a t t e r s  p e r ta in in g  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  a  C o lle g e ;

g . w h e re  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  is t o  b e  l o c a t e d ;

8 .  re c e iv e  th e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r e r  f o r  i n f o r m a t io n  a n d  e x p r e s s  i ts  a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  

th e  w o r k  d o n e ;

9 . h o n o u r a b ly  d is c h a rg e  th e  T r e a s u r e r  o n  th e  g r o u n d  o f  t h e  A u d i t o r s ’ r e p o r t  re c e iv e d  

f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a t  C o a ld a le ,  A l ta ;

1 0 . e x p r e s s  th e  g r a t i t u d e  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s  f o r  a ll  th e  w o r k  M r. H . L e f f è r s  as T r e a s u r e r  o f  

th e  T r a in in g  f o r  th e  M in is t ry  h a s  d o n e  d u r in g  se v e ra l y e a r s ;

1 1 . a u th o r i z e  th e  B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  to

a . p u r c h a s e  u p o n  th e  a d v ic e  o f  th e  f in a n c ia l  c o m m i t t e e  a n  e s t a t e  s u i ta b le  f o r  th e  

T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e  o n  th e  fo l lo w in g  c o n d i t io n s :

I .  t h a t  i t s  p u r c h a s e  p r ic e  b e  w e ll w i th in  th e  l im i ts  o f  th e  f u n d s  n o w  

a v a i l a b le ;

I I .  t h a t  i t s  lo c a t io n  b e  c lo s e  t o  a  u n iv e r s i ty  w i th  a p p r o p r i a te  l ib r a r ie s ;

I I I .  t h a t  i t s  lo c a t io n  b e  c h o s e n  in  th e  B u r l in g to n - G u e lp h - H a m i l to n  a re a ;

b .  f ill v a c a n c ie s  in  th e  C o m m i t te e  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  b e tw e e n  

tw o  G e n e r a l  S y n o d s ;

c . m a k e  t e m p o r a r y  a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  th e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  th e  

C o lle g e  w h e n e v e r  n e e d  a r is e s ;

1 2 . r e q u e s t  t h e  C h u r c h e s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  $ 1 4 .0 0  p e r  p r o f e s s e d  m e m b e r  p e r  y e a r  f o r  th e  

m a in t e n a n c e  o f  o u r  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e .

S U P P L E M E N T  6  A  

( A r t s .  7 9 ,  1 1 0 )

R E P O R T  O F  A D V IS O R Y  C O M M IT T E E  I I I  O N  C orrespondence w ith  Churches 
A b ro a d  re  M ajority rep o rt  (A g . R e p o r t  1 ,1 2 a )

In trodu ction
C o m m i t te e  I I I  f e l t  th e  n e e d  to  a s k  th e  c h a i r m a n  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  t h e  R e v . H . S c h o l te n ,  

th e  f o l lo w in g  q u e s t io n s :

a . I s  th e  r e p o r t  w h ic h  y o u  s u b m i t t e d  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  w h o le

C o m m i t t e e ,  o r  a s  a  m a jo r i ty  r e p o r t ?

A n s w e r :  Y e s ,  i t  is a  m a jo r i ty  r e p o r t ,  s u b m i t t e d  b y  M r. O u w e r s lo o t  a n d  R e v . 

S c h o l te n .  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  r e a d  th is  r e p o r t  b u t  d id  n o t  s ig n  i t .

b .  I s  th e  c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  M r . V a n d e r S c h a a f  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a  d is a g r e e m e n t

w i t h  t h e  m a jo r i ty  r e p o r t ?

A n s w e r :  Y e s ;  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  d is a g re e d  w i th  c e r t a in  p a r t s  o f  i t .
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c . I s  th e r e  a  r e a s o n  w h y  th e  m a jo r i ty  r e p o r t  d o e s  n o t  a t  a ll  d e a l  w i th  th e  s u b s ta n c e  

o f  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  s c o m m u n ic a t io n ?

A n s w e r :  Y e s ;  i t s  s u b s ta n c e  h a d  b e e n  d is c u s s e d  in  m e e t in g s  o f  D e p u t ie s  b u t  th e  

m a jo r i ty  d id  n o t  see  a d e v ia t io n  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  in  th e  A c ts  o f  

th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d s  in  th e  N e th e r la n d s  a n d  th e r e f o r e  d id  n o t  c o n s id e r  

i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  m e n t io n  a ll th e  th in g s  t h a t  a r e  d is c u s s e d  b y  M r. 

V a n d e r S c h a a f .

The Correspondence o f  the “G ereform eerde K erken in N ederland" w ith  the Presbyterian  
K o ryo  - Pa in K orea

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  w a n ts  t o  s t a te  t h a t  i t  is d i f f ic u l t  to  s u b m i t  a p r o p e r  r e c o m m e n d 

a t io n  f o r  t h e  f o l lo w in g  re a s o n s :

a . B y  fa i l in g  to  in f o r m  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  D e p u t ie s  in  a  p r o p e r  w a y  a b o u t  th e  

s t a r t  a n d  p ro g re s s  o f  t h e i r  c o n ta c t  w i th  th is  K o re a n  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h ,  th e  G e r e 

f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  d id  n o t  a c t  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  o w n  r e q u e s t  (S e e  t h e i r  A c ta  
G enerale S yn o d e  1967, A r t .  1 8 8 ,b ,  I I ,c ,d ,  p a g e  2 1 0 ) .

b . A l th o u g h  th e i r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  K o r y o  - P a  is n o t  y e t  fu l ly  

e s ta b l i s h e d ,  th e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  o n  th e i r  p a r t  h a v e  a l r e a d y  d e c la r e d  to  b e  

e a g e r  a n d  w illin g  t o  live  in  s i s te r - r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  th is  C h u r c h .  Y e t ,  o u r  D e p u t ie s  

d id  n o t ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  c o u ld  n o t ,  in f o r m  u s  a b o u t  d is c u s s io n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  d i f f e r 

e n c e s  in  c o n f e s s io n  a n d  C h u r c h  O r d e r .  T h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  c o u ld  

h a v e  g r e a t ly  p r o f i t t e d  f r o m  s u c h  d is c u s s io n s ,  i f  t h e y  h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e ,  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  

c o n ta c t  w i th  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h .

c . A n o t h e r  r e s u l t  o f  a d h e r e n c e  t o  ru le  6  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  r e c 

o m m e n d a t io n  o f  o u r  D e p u t ie s  f o r  e s ta b l i s h in g  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th is  C h u r c h .  

N o w , h o w e v e r ,  a  s i s te r - c h u r c h  is r e a d y  t o  g o  i n to  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  a  “ th i r d  

p a r t y ”  a b o u t  w h ic h  o u r  C h u r c h e s  k n o w  n e x t  t o  n o th in g .

d . T h e  o n ly  “ o b s t a c l e ”  f o r  th is  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  

K o r y o  - P a ’s m e m b e r s h ip  o f  t h e  R e f o r m e d  E c u m e n ic a l  S y n o d .

R ules fo r  C orrespondence
T h e  D e p u t ie s  p r o p o s e  t h a t  o u r  C h u r c h e s  a d o p t  th e  c h a n g e d  ru le s  f o r  c o r r e s p o n 

d e n c e  a s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  f o r m u la t e d  in  1 9 6 7  b y  th e  “ G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e rk e n  in  

N e d e r l a n d ”  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  s i s te r - c h u r c h e s  in  A u s tr a l ia .

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  p o i n t s  o u t :

a . t h a t  o u r  C h u r c h e s  in  a ll  t h e i r  S y n o d s  h a v e  r e p e a te d ly  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t ly  r e fu s e d  to  

a c c e p t  a s  ru le  f o r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  th e  o b l ig a t io n  t o  m a k e  n o  c h a n g e  in  c o n f e s s io n .  

C h u r c h  O r d e r ,  a n d  L itu rg ic a l  F o r m s  w i t h o u t  “ v o o r g a a n d  o v e r le g ”  w i th  o t h e r  

C h u r c h e s  ( A c t s  G e n e ra l  S y n o d s :  1 9 5 4 ,  A r ts .  1 6 , 4 4 ,  4 9 ,  5 4 ;  1 9 5 8 ,  A r ts .  5 0 ,  5 6 ,  5 7 ,  

9 5 ,  R e p o r t s  I X ,  X I I ;  1 9 6 2 ,  A r ts .  7 8 ,  1 1 2 , 1 3 7 ,  1 3 8 ,  1 3 9 ,  1 4 0 ,  1 5 0 ,  1 5 6 , B ijla g e  1;

1 9 6 5 ,  A r ts .  9 2 ,  9 3 ,  R e p o r t ,  p a g e  7 8  - 8 5 ) .

b . A t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s  in  A u s tr a l ia  th e  D u tc h  s i s te r - c h u r c h e s  c h a n g e d  th e  

r u le s ,  a l t h o u g h  th e y  k n e w  t h a t  o u r  C h u r c h e s  h a d  c o n s i s te n t ly  r e je c te d  th e  id e a  o f  

“ v o o r g a a n d  o v e r le g ” , a n d  y e t  t h e y  th e m s e lv e s  d id  n o t  a p p ly  t h e i r  o w n  ru le .
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c . I t  is  th e  o p in io n  o f  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  u n i f o r m i t y  in  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  

C h u r c h e s  a b r o a d  is  n o t  a n  a b s o lu te  n e c e s s i ty .  I f  th e  A u s tr a l ia n  C h u r c h e s  w a n t  s u c h  

a  c lo s e  r e la t i o n s h ip  w i th  th e  N e th e r l a n d s  C h u r c h e s ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  fo l lo w  

t h a t  a l l  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s  m u s t  f o l lo w  th is  e x a m p le .  O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  o u r  C h u r c h e s  

h a v e  a l r e a d y  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r e la t i o n s h ip  w i th  th e  A u s tr a l ia n  C h u r c h e s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  

B o o k  o f  P ra is e ,  E n g lish  t e x t  o f  th e  L i tu rg ic a l  F o r m s ,  C h u r c h  O r d e r ,  C a te c h i s m ,  e tc .  

A ll  t h i s  c a n  b e  d o n e  w i th in  t h e  sc o p e  o f  t h e  ru le s  w h ic h  o u r  C h u r c h e s  a d o p te d  

( A c t s  S y n o d  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  9 2 ,  s u b  3 ) .

d .  D e p u t ie s  d id  n o t  o f f e r  a n y  n e w  a r g u m e n ts  f o r  th is  c h a n g e ,  n o r  d id  t h e y  c o n v in c e  

t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  s u c h  a  f a r - r e a c h in g  c o n d i t i o n  ( “ v o o r g a a n d  o v e r le g ” )  is  n e c 

e s s a r y ,  f e a s ib le ,  p r a c t i c a l ,  o r  e v e n  p o s s ib le .  A n d  fa r - r e a c h in g  i t  is  in d e e d !  T o  b e g in  

w i t h ,  t h i s  S y n o d  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a l lo w e d  t o  d e a l  w i th  e v e ry  i t e m  o f  t h e  A g e n d a ,  b u t  

s u b m i t  a  c o n s id e r a b le  n u m b e r  o f  i te m s  (F orm s f o r  E xcom m uncation , Translation  
and R evision  o f  the Church Order, English T ex t o f  Catechism , e tc .)  t o  th is  

“voorgaand o verleg ’’.
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d i d  D e p u t ie s  re a liz e  w h a t  t h i s  “ v o o r g a a n d  o v e r le g ”  w o u ld  n e c e s s i t a te ?  

W e m e n t io n :

a . th is  S y n o d  t a k e s  s o m e  p ro v i s io n a l  d e c is io n s ,  e .g . , r e  C h u r c h  O rd e r ;

b .  o u r  D e p u t ie s  h a v e  t o  p a s s  th e s e  o n  t o  D e p u t ie s  o f  C h u r c h e s  a b r o a d ;

c . t h e y ,  in  th e  N e th e r l a n d s ,  in  B ra s i l ,  in  S o u t h  A f r ic a ,  in  A u s t r a l ia  h a v e  t o  b r in g  

t h e m ,  a f t e r  s o m e  p r e p a r a to r y  s t u d y ,  t o  t h e i r  S y n o d s ;

d .  th e s e  S y n o d s  a re  n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  t a k e  d e c is io n s  in  th e s e  m a t t e r s  w i t h o u t  

h a v in g  g iv e n  t h e  C h u r c h e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m e  w i t h  o v e r tu r e s ;

e .  t h e n ,  a f t e r  s o m e  y e a r s  r e a c t io n s  s t a r t  c o m in g  in  ( l e t  u s  h o p e  s o ,  a n y w a y ! ) ;

f .  s u p p o s e  th e  r e a c t io n s  a re  d i f f e r e n t .  W h a t  m u s t  o u r  D e p u t ie s  d o ,  i f  a n y th in g ?

g . o u r  n e x t  S y n o d  h a s  n o w  t o  c o n s id e r  th e s e  r e a c t io n s ;  w ill  i t  b e  b o u n d  to  

a c c e p t  th e m ?

h .  in  c a se  i t  d o e s  n o t ,  m u s t  w e  th e n  s e n d  b a c k  o u r  o b j e c t io n s  a ll o v e r  th e  w o r ld  

a g a in ?  E tc .

e .  S in c y  th e  u n i ty  in  C re e d s  is  th e  r e a l  b a s is  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  F o r e ig n  C h u r c h e s ,  

a n d  o u r  C re e d s  a r e  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  a ll th e  C h u r c h  a b r o a d  t o o ,  l e t  i t  b e  k n o w n  t o  a ll 

C h u r c h e s  t h a t  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  a re  n o t  p la n n in g  a n y  c h a n g e ,  h o w 

e v e r  s m a l l ,  o f  th e s e  C re e d s ;  a n d  i f  th e y  e v e r  b e c o m e  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e s e  C re e d s  

h a v e  t o  b e  c o r r e c te d  o r  c h a n g e d  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  G o d ’s W o rd ,  th e y  w ill  n o t  d o  t h a t  

w i t h o u t  t h e  s i s te r - c h u r c h e s  w i t h  w h o m  th e y  h a v e  th e s e  C re e d s  in  c o m m o n .  F o r  

s u c h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r  a n  in te r n a t io n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o r  S y n o d  w o u ld  n o t  b e  

u n w a r r a n t e d .

S U P P L E M E N T  6-B  

( A r t .  1 7 3 )

R E P O R T  O F  A D V IS O R Y  C O M M IT T E E  I I I  O N  C orrespondence w ith  
Churches A b ro a d  re  M in ority  R e p o r t (Ag. R e p o r t I, 12 )

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  g o n e  th r o u g h  th e  r e p o r t  o f  M r. P .  V a n d e r S c h a a f ,  w h o  b r o u g h t  

f o r w a r d  s e v e ra l  o b j e c t io n s  a n d  c r i t ic i s m s  a g a in s t  a c t i o n s  a n d  d e c is io n s  o f  r e c e n t  G e n e ra l  

S y n o d s  o f  “ D e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e rk e n  in  N e d e r l a n d ” . A t  th e  e n d  h e  c o m e s  t o  th e  c o n 

c lu s io n  t h a t  th e r e  is  “ e e n  b e p a a ld e  o m m e z w a a i  te  b e s p e u r e n ,  in  a fw i jk in g  v a n  e n  in  s t r i jd
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m e t  d e  a a n g e n o m e n  k e r k e n o r d e n in g  a ls  a c c o o rÜ  v a n  k e r k e l i jk e  g e m e e n s c h a p ” . “ D e z e  

z w e n k in g  n i e t  a a n  t e  w i jz e n ,  z o u  s c h u ld ig e  n a la t ig h e id  z i jn  v a n  d e p u t a t e n . ”  ( R e p o r t ,  p .  1 6 , 

s u b  X V I I )

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  is  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  i t  h a s  t o  l im i t  i t s e l f  t o  a c ts ,  d e c is io n s  a n d  d e c la r a 

t io n s  o f  Generale Synoden . W e a re  o n ly  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  principles o f  church p o lity  a n d  

f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  le a v e  o u t  n a m e s  o f  p la c e s  a n d  p e r s o n s  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le .

C o m in g  n o w  t o  t h e  R e p o r t ,  w e  fo l lo w  th e  n u m b e r in g  o f  i t s  c h a p te r s :

I N o  c o m m e n ts .

I I  “G ravam en D s . . ( A c t s  Generale S yn o d e  1 9 6 4 ,  A r t .  1 3 4 ) .  B y  w a y  o f  q u e s t io n  

M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  ca lls  a b id in g  b y  a  m a jo r i ty  v o te  le g a l is t ic  a n d  fo r m a l i s t ic .  Y o u r  

c o m m i t t e e  p o i n t s  o u t :

a . t h a t  u p h o ld in g  a m a jo r i ty  v o t e  (e v e n  w i th  t h e  s m a lle s t  m a jo r i ty )  is  in  a c c o r d 

a n c e  w i th  A r t .  31  C h u r c h  O r d e r ;

b .  t h a t  th e  o n ly  o b j e c t io n  a g a in s t  it c a n  b e  t h a t  th e  grounds  f o r  a  d e c is io n  to  

s u s p e n d  a n  o f f ic e - b e a r e r  a re  in v a l id  a n d  u n b ib l i c a l  ( A r t .  3 1 b  C .O .) ,  w h ic h  M r. 

V a n d e r S c h a a f  d id  n o t  p ro v e .

I I I  N o  c o m m e n ts .

IV  N o  c o m m e n ts .

V  “Inzake G roningen-Z uid” ( A c t s  Generale S yn ode  1 9 6 4 ,  A r t .  3 1 5 ) .

M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  a sk s  ( p .  3 )  “ M ag  e n  k a n  e e n  p r e d ik a n t  s c h o r s e n s w a a rd ig  

v e r k la a r d  w o r d e n  o p  g r o n d  v a n  o n d u id e l i jk e  e n  n i e t  h e ld e r e  s tu k k e n ? ”  a n d  p r o 

c e e d s  t o  q u o t e  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a  m e m b e r  o f  S yn o d e  1 9 6 4  (p .  3 ,4 ) .

O u r  r e m a r k  is: S yn o d e  1 9 6 4  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  th e r e  w e re  a re a s  o f  on duidelijkheid  in  

th e  g r o u n d s  f o r  s u s p e n s io n  b u t  s t a te d  t h a t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  th e  w ettigh e id  o f  th e  

d e c is io n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  s u s p e n s io n  o f  a  m in i s te r .  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  d o e s  n o t  p ro v e  

t h a t  t h i s  la s t  s t a te m e n t  w a s  in  e r ro r .

Page 5,6. M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  r ig h t ly  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  Generale S yn o d e  1 9 6 4  u p h e ld ,  

o v e r a g a in s t  a Particuliere S yn ode, t h a t  A r t .  7 9  C .O . m a y  n o t  b e  s e t  a s id e  b y  a p p e a l 

in g  to  A r t .  3 1  C .O . T h e r e f o r e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  se e s  n o th in g  w ro n g  in  h is  c o n c lu s io n ,  

p . 6  a t  b o t t o m ,  “ in d ie n  e r  n o o d z a a k  is v a n  s c h o r s in g ,  d a n  is d e  e n ig e  w e g  t o t  

s c h o r s in g  d ie  n a a r  A r t .  7 9  K .O .” .

Page 7,8. M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  q u o t e d  d e c is io n s  o f  S y n o d  H o m e w o o d -  

C a rm a n  1 9 5 8  o n  A r t .  7 9  C .O .,  s u b m i ts  th e  r e q u e s t  t o  S y n o d  to  a d m o n is h  o u r  

s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  in  th e  N e th e r l a n d s  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  A r t .  7 9  C .O . a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  o u r  

S y n o d  1 9 5 8  ( A c ts  A r t .  1 7 9 ,  s u b  3 ): “ D e  c la ss is  h a d  d a a r o m  n ie t  d e  r o e p in g  e e r s t  te  

o n d e r z o e k e n  o f  d e  k e r k e r a a d  v a n  X  in  e e n  n o o d s i tu a t i e  v e r k e e r d e .  Z e  h a d  d e  

r o e p in g  d a d e l i jk  te  c o n s t a t e r e n  d a t  d e z e  s c h o rs in g  in  s t r i jd  m e t  A r t .  7 9  K .O . w a s  

g e s c h ie d ” .

T h is  s t a n d  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  in  1 9 5 8  is c o m p a r e d  w i th  t h a t  o f  

S yn o d e  1 9 6 4  in  th e  N e th e r l a n d s ,  A c ts  A r t .  4 3 1 :  “ Z ij is  v a n  o o r d e e l  d a t  de  

k e r k e r a a d  v a n  Y  v a n w e g e  d e  a ld u s  o n t s t a n e  s i tu a t i e  g e r e c h t ig d  w a s  in  a fw i jk in g  v a n  

d e  i n  A r t .  7 9  K .O . g e s te ld e  re g e l  z i jn  ‘e ig e n  v e r a n t w o o r d e l i j k h e i d ’ . . .  te  

b e t r a c h t e n ” .

T h is  m a t t e r  w ill b e  d e a l t  w i th  l a te r  o n .

V I  f “D e lering van . . . ” (A rt. 44 9 )
F r o m  h is  q u e s t io n :  “ is  h e t  g e o o r lo o f d  v o o r  e e n  a n d e r  c o n c lu s ie s  te  t r e k k e n ? ”  i t  is 

c le a r  t h a t  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  d ra w s  a w ro n g  c o n c lu s io n  f ro m  th is  A r t ic le  o f  S yn ode  
1 9 6 4 .  T h e  “ c o n c lu s io n ”  o r  r a th e r  r e s u l t  o f  c e r ta in  u n r e f o r m e d  id e a s  o f  t h a t  

m in i s te r  w e re  n o t e d  in  h is  s e rm o n s ,  q g



V II  “Schorsingswaardigheid
O n  p a g e  9  M r. V a n d e r  S c h a a f  s t a te s  t h a t  S yn o d e  1 9 6 4 ,  in  d e a l in g  w i th  a n  a p p e a l  

f r o m  a  “ d o le a n t ie - k e r k e r a a d ”  “ h e e f t  g e d a a n  w a t  d e s  (n a a s tg e le g e n )  k e r k e r a a d s  

w a s ” .

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  is  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  th is  S yn o d e  d id  n o t  d o  so  b u t  d e a l t  w i t h  a n  

a p p e a l  a c c o r d in g  t o  A r t .  31  C .O . o f  th is  “ d o le a n t ie - k e r k e r a a d ”  a g a in s t  d e c is io n s  o f  

a  Particuliere S ynode.
V II I  “D olen a n tie”

M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  m a k e s  s o m e  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  th e  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  o f  th e  Generale 
S yn o d e  1 9 6 4 ,  in  th e  m a t t e r  o f  “ d o le r e n ”  ( A r t .  4 5 8 a ) .  Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  d o e s  n o t  see  

th e  n e e d  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  th e s e  r e m a rk s .

IX  N o  c o m m e n ts .

X  “G enerale S yn o d e  A m ersfo o rt West 1 9 6 7 ”.

a . Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  is  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  r ig h t ly  s t a te s  t h a t  

th e  w o r d s  “ a ls  l id  d e r  S y n o d e  h e e n z e n d e n ”  a re  in  th is  c a se  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a te  

th a n  th e  w o r d s  “ n i e t  te  o n tv a n g e n ” . S y n o d  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c o n s t i t u t e d ;  th e  

“ d e le g a te s ”  h a d  b e c o m e  “ m e m b e r s  o f  S y n o d ” .

b .  T h e  C o m m i t te e  t o o k  n o t e  o f  th e  i n f o r m a t io n ,  p r o v id e d  b y  M r . V a n d e r S c h a a f ,  

t h a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  f i n d  th e  “ O p e n  B r i e f ’ o n  th e  a d o p te d  A g e n d a  o f  Generale 
S yn o d e  1 9 6 7  (S e e  p a g e  1 1 ) .

X I “G elden Theologische H ogesch oo l”.
The on ly  com m en t: S y n o d  E dm on ton  1965 d id  a similar thing.

X II  “Schem ing t e B ” ( 1 9 6 7 ,  A r t .  1 3 7 ) .

a . I n  a n s w e r  t o  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  s r e m a r k  (c )  “ d e  G e n e ra le  S y n o d e  le e s t  in  A r t .  

5 3  e n  5 4  K .O . m e e r  d a n  e r  s t a a f ’ , y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  r e fe r s  t o  d e c is io n s  t a k e n  

b y  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  o f  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5  c o n c e r n in g  a  s im ila r  c a se  ( w h ic h  
d e c is io n s  h a v e  b e e n  u p h e ld  b y  th is  S y n o d  1 9 6 8 ) .

b .  T h e  s t a t e m e n t  ( p .  13 b o t t o m )  “ Z u iv e r  k e r k r e c h te l i j k  g e z ie n  k o m t  h e t  v o o r  

d a t  d e z e  z a a k  k e r k r e c h te l i j k  n i e t  z u iv e r  z i t ”  c a n n o t  in  th e  o p in io n  o f  y o u r  

c o m m i t t e e  b e  a  r e a s o n  f o r  a d v is in g  S y n o d  t o  r e c o g n iz e  th e  c h u r c h  a t  B  ( “ a ls 

z u s t e r k e r k  b lijv e n  e r k e n n e n ” ) .

X I I I  “C orrespondentie m e t Buitenlandse K erken  ”
Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  d e a l t  w i th  th is  m a t t e r  in th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  i ts  r e p o r t .

X IV  “G roningen-Zuid"
U n d e r  th is  h e a d in g  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  g iv es  a s  h is  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  Generale S yn ode  
1 9 6 7 ,  w h e n  d e c id in g  t h a t  “ d e  S y n o d e  h i e r  e e n  a fw i jk in g  v a n  A r t .  7 9  K .O . 

g e o o r lo o f d  a c h t ” , v io la te d  A r t .  7 9  C .O . Q u o t in g  th e  Generale S y n o d e ’s c o n s id e r 

a t i o n :  “ in  h e t  l ic h t  d e r  S c h r i f t  n ie t  k a n  w o r d e n  v o lg e h o u d e n  d a t  een aanwezig  
geach te noodsitu a tie  n o o i t  o f  te  n im m e r  e e n  a fw i jk in g  v a n  A r t .  7 9  K .O . z o u  m o g e n  

r e c h tv a a r d ig e n ” , M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  r e m a rk s :  “ d a t  z u lk s  n i e t  b e t e k e n t  n o c h  t o e l a a t  

d a t ,  in  g e w o n e  o m s ta n d ig h e d e n  a r t ik e le n  v a n  d e  K .O . w il le k e u r ig e  w ijz e  te r z i jd e  

g e s te ld  z o u d e n  w o r d e n ” . (p ,1 5 )

W e u n d e r l i n e d  tw o  e x p r e s s io n s .  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  s ta te s :

a . d a t  d i t  e e n  z e e r  s u b je c t ie v e  r e d e n e r in g  is ; w a n n e e r  is  e r  e e n  n o o d s i t u a t i e  e n  

w a n n e e r  z i jn  d e  o m s ta n d ig h e d e n  g e w o o n ?

b . in  g e w o n e  o m s ta n d ig h e d e n  k o m t  A r t .  7 9  K .O . n i e t  t e r  s p r a k e ,  d o c h  in “ n o o d 

s i t u a t i e s ”  is h e t  e r  o m  g e h a n te e r d  te  w o r d e n .
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M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  c o m p a r e d  th e s e  a n d  s im ila r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  A r t .  7 9  C .O . g iv en  

b y  Generale S yn o d en  1 9 6 4  a n d  1 9 6 7  in  th e  N e th e r la n d s  w i th  th o s e  g iv e n  b y  th e  

S y n o d  1 9 5 8  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  (S e e  p a g e  7 o f  h is  R e p o r t ) .

O u r  S y n o d  1 9 5 8  s t a te d  a v io la t io n  o f  A r t .  7 9  C .O . b y  a c o n s i s to r y  w h ic h  h a d  

s u s p e n d e d  i t s  m in i s te r  p r o v is io n a l ly  ( “ v o o r lo p ig ” )  w i t h o u t ,  o r  r a th e r  a g a in s t  “ p r e 

c e d in g  s e n te n c e  o f . . . t h e  C o n s i s to r y  o f  th e  n e a r e s t  C h u r c h ”  ( t r a n s la t i o n  R e p o r t  

6 ) .  S y n o d  1 9 5 8  s t a t e d  “ d e  c la ss is  h a d  d a a r o m  n iet d e  ro e p in g  e e r s t  te  o n d e r z o e k e n  

o f  d e  k e r k e r a a d  v a n  X  in  e e n  n oodsituatie  v e r k e e r d e .  Z e  h a d  d e  ro e p in g  d a d e l i jk  te  

c o n s t a t e r e n  d a t  d e z e  s c h o rs in g  in  s t r i jd  m e t  A r t .  7 0  K .O . w a s  g e s c h ie d .”  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th is  S y n o d  m a in t a in e d  t h a t  ( n o t w i th s ta n d i n g  de n oodsitu atie):
a . A r t .  7 9  K .O . o n d e r  m e e r  b e d o e l t  d e  r e c h t s p o s i t i e  v a n  d e  a m b ts d r a g e r s  v e ilig  

te  s te l le n ;

b .  d a t  d e z e  d o o r  b e d o e ld e  k e r k e r a a d  w a s  “ a a n g e ta s t” ;

c . d a t  d e z e  k e r k e r a a d  “ h e t  r e c h t  in  e ig e n  h a n d e n  h e e f t  g e n o m e n ” , 

a n d  c o n c lu d e d :

“ d o o r  d e z e  o n w e t t ig e  s c h o rs in g  is h e t  r e c h t  d e s  H E E R E N  o p  d e  t r o u w  v a n  d e  k e r k  

v a n  X  a a n  d e  o o k  d o o r  h a a r  a a n v a a rd e  K .O . v e r lo o c h e n d ” .

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  to  a d m i t  t h a t  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  i n te r p r e t i n g  a n d  a p p ly in g  A r t .  

7 9  C .O . b e tw e e n  S y n o d  H o m e w o o d - C a r m a n  1 9 5 8  a n d  th e  D u t c h  S ynoden  1 9 6 4  

a n d  1 9 6 7  is o b v io u s .

A t  b o t h  s id e s  o f  th e  o c e a n  a n oodsituatie  w a s  a c k n o w le d g e d .  A t  t h e  C a n a d ia n  s id e , 

h o w e v e r ,  th is  s i tu a t io n  w a s  n o t  a c c e p te d  as a n  e x c u s e  f o r  a (voorlop ige)  s u s p e n s io n  

w i t h o u t  o r  a g a in s t  th e  p r e c e d in g  s e n te n c e  o f  t h e  n e a r e s t  c h u r c h ;  s u c h  a  p r o c e d u r e  

w a s  c a l le d  a  v io la t io n  o f  A r t .  7 9  C .O .;  a t  th e  D u tc h  s id e  t h e  noodsitu a tie  w a s  

a c c e p te d  a s  a n  “ e x c u s e ” .

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  h o w e v e r ,  in  s t a t in g  th is  d i f f e r e n c e  c a n n o t  d r a w  th e  c o n c lu s io n  

t h a t  t h e  D u t c h  s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  n o  lo n g e r  a b id e  b y  th e  a c c e p te d  C h u r c h  O r d e r  o r  t h a t  

a  n e w  b in d in g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  h a s  b e e n  a d o p te d  a n d  im p o s e d  

u p o n  th e  C h u r c h e s .

W e d o  r e a l iz e  t h a t  th e  D u tc h  p r o c e d u r e  m ig h t  b e c o m e  a  p r e c e d e n t  a n d  so  c r e a te  a 

p r a c t ic e  w h ic h ,  in  f a c t ,  m ig h t  c a u s e  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r .  H o w e v e r ,  a t  

t h i s  t im e  i t  c a n n o t  b e  s a id  t h a t  th is  “ i n c i d e n t ”  is  a  “ s y m p t o m ”  a n d  p r o o f  o f  an  

om m ezw aai, a  zw en k ing  in  th e  l if e  o f  t h e  s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  in  t h e  N e th e r la n d s .

T h e  o n ly  t h in g  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  d o n e  b y  S y n o d  in  th is  r e s p e c t  is: t o  s t a te  th e  d i f f e r 

e n c e  in  t ire  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  A r t .  7 9  C .O .

X V  “D epu taa t C u ra to r”

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  is  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  i t  is  n o t  o u r  b u s in e s s  w h o m  th e  D u tc h  

s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  d o  o r  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  a p p o in t  a s  “curatoren
X V I “D epu ta ten  C orrespon den tie”

T h e  sa m e  g o e s  f o r  th is  a p p o in t m e n t .

X V II  “Sam envatting en C onclusie”
Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  a l r e a d y ,  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is  p a r t  o f  i t s  R e p o r t ,  s t a te d  t h a t  

M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  is  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  S yn oden  1 9 6 4 ,  1 9 6 7  h a v e  d e v ia te d  f r o m ,  

a n d  a c t e d  in  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  a c c e p te d  C h u r c h  O r d e r .

H a v in g  f o l lo w e d  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f  o n  h is  r o a d  t o  th is  “ c o n c lu s io n ”  y o u r  c o m 

m i t t e e  m u s t  s t a te  t h a t  o u r  b r o t h e r  h a s  n o t  c o n v in c e d  u s  t h a t  a  c h a n g e  o f  c o u r s e  h a s
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t a k e n  p la c e  in  th e  d o c t r in e  a n d  th e  l if e  o f  “ D e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in  

N e d e r l a n d ” . T h e r e f o r e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  c a n n o t  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  S y n o d  a d o p t  M r. 

V a n d e r S c h a a f  s o v e r tu r e : ”  z ij is  v a n  o o rd e e l  d a t  d e  k e r k e r a a d  v a n  B r e d a  (p r a e s e s  D s

K .C . S m o u t e r )  a ls  w e t t ig e  r a a d  v a n  d e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k  te  B re d a  e r k e n d  d i e n t  te  

w o r d e n ,  e n  s p r e e k t  u i t  d e  h ie r b o v e n  g e n o e m d e  k e r k e r a d e n ,  p r e d ik a n te n  e n  

k e r k e n  . . .  t e  b l ijv e n  e r k e n n e n  e n  m e t  h a a r  d e  k e r k e l i jk e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ie  t e  b l ijv e n  

o n d e r h o u d e n ” . Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  th is  w o u ld ,  in  f a c t ,  m e a n  b r e a k in g  

o f f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th e  s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  in  th e  N e th e r l a n d s  in g e n e ra l .

T h e  ground  f o r  o u r  r e c o m m e n d a t io n ,  n o t  t o  a d o p t  M r. V a n d e r S c h a a f s  voorstellen  
( p p .  1 7 -1 9 )  is :

E v e n  i f  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  A r t .  7 9  C .O . b y  S ynoden  1 9 6 4  a n d  1 9 6 7  in  th e  

N e th e r l a n d s  d i f f e r  f r o m  w h a t  S y n o d  H o m e w o o d - C a r m a n  d e c id e d  in  1 9 5 8 ,  

a n d  e v e n  i f  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m is ta k e s  a n d  s h o r tc o m in g s ,  th is  d o e s  n o t  give 

l e g i t im a te  g r o u n d  fo r  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e  D u t c h  s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  d o  n o  

lo n g e r  a b id e  b y  th e  a c c e p te d  C re e d s  a n d  C h u r c h  O r d e r ,  o r  t h a t  a  n e w  b in d in g  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e m  h a s  b e e n  a d o p te d  a n d  im p o s e d  u p o n  th e  C h u rc h e s .

F o r  t h e  sa m e  r e a s o n  w e  c a n n o t  a d v ise  S y n o d  “ e e n  s c h r i jv e n  te  d o e n  u i tg a a n ”  t o  th e  

s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  in  th e  N e th e r l a n d s  w i th  th e  p u r p o s e ,  “ o m  G o d ’s w il e n  d e r  b r o e d e r e n  

w il o n z e  z u s t e r k e r k e n  o p  t e  r o e p e n  t e r u g  te  k e r e n  v a n  d e z e  s c h a d e l i jk e  w e g , e n  z ic h  

v o o r  d e  H E E R E  e n  t e g e n o v e r  d e  b r o e d e r s  te  v e r o o tm o e d ig e n ” , R e p o r t  p p .  7 ,8 .

S U P P L E M E N T  7 
(A g . R e p o r t  I ,  5 ;  A r t .  8 7 )

R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  f o r  a n  English Calvinistic Psalter

I . T H E  S U P P L E M E N T .

A l th o u g h  th e  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  in  i t s  d e c is io n  ( s e e  A c ts .  A r t .  1 9 2 )  e n v is a g e d  th e  

c o m p le t io n  o f  t h e  “ B o o k  o f  P ra is e ”  a n d  i n s t r u c t e d  i ts  D e p u t ie s  a c c o r d in g ly ,  i t  a ls o  

a u th o r i z e d  d e p u t i e s ,  in  c a se  i t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  im p o s s ib le  t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  C h u r c h e s  a 

c o m p le te  P s a l t e r  in  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  t o  p u b l i s h  a  “ S u p p l e m e n t ”  in  o r d e r  t o  f i l l  t h e  g a p  

b e tw e e n  th e  p r e s e n t  “ B o o k  o f  P ra is e ”  a n d  a  c o m p le te  P s a l te r  ( A c t s ,  A r t .  1 9 2  3 h ) .

W h e n  D e p u t ie s  d is c o v e re d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  a  c o m p le te  P s a l t e r  in  t h e  n e a r  

f u t u r e  w a s  im p o s s ib le ,  th e y  f o c u s e d  a ll t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  o n  th e  s e c o n d  p o s s ib i l i ty ,  n a m e ly  

th e  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  a  “ S u p p l e m e n t ” , w h ic h  w a s  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h e s  in  t h e  c o u rs e  

o f  1 9 6 7 .

T h e  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  th e  “ S u p p l e m e n t ”  d id  n o t  c r e a te  a n y  i n s u r m o u n ta b l e  p r o b le m s ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  b e c a u s e  t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  H y m n s  c o u ld  b e  a d o p te d  f r o m  e x is t in g  H y m n a r ie s ,  

w h ile  th e  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  th e  P s a lm  s e c t io n  w a s  g r e a t ly  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  th e  c o n t r i b u t io n  

f r o m  o n e  o f  o u r  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s .

A l th o u g h  th e  S u p p le m e n t  p er  se c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  D e p u t ie s ’ r e p o r t ,  - a  m a t t e r  t o o  

o f t e n  f o r g o t te n  - a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t r o d u c t io n ,  D e p u t ie s  

w ill  n e v e r th e le s s  m e n t i o n  in  t h i s  r e p o r t  ( a s  t h e y  a l r e a d y  d id  in  th e  P r e f a c e  to  t h e  S u p 

p l e m e n t )  t h a t  t h i s  “ S u p p l e m e n t ”  e m b o d ie s  3 4  P s a lm s  a n d  1 8  H y m n s .  T h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  

P s a lm s  is  o n  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  “ G e n e v a n  tu n e s ” . T h e  D e p u t ie s  a ls o  p u b l i s h e d  th r e e  P s a lm s  

o n  a  t u n e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  o n e .  I t  is  v e ry  m u c h  t o  b e  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t ,  a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  a  p r in t i n g  e r r o r ,  P s a lm  41  w a s  n o t  p u b l i s h e d  w i th  t h e  t r a d i t io n a l  G e n e v a n  tu n e  

P s a lm s  9 4  a n d  1 1 2 ,  h o w e v e r ,  c le a r ly  i n d ic a te  w h a t  w a s  th e  i n t e n t io n  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  n a m e l)  

t o  p r e s e n t  a  P s a lm  o n  tw o  d iv e rg e n t  tu n e s .
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A lth o u g h  D e p u t ie s  h a v e  n o w  c o m e  t o  th e  c o n v ic t io n  n o t  t o  p r o c e e d  in  t h a t  d i r e c 

t i o n ,  t h e y  n e v e r th e le s s  lik e  t o  g iv e  in  t h i s  r e p o r t  a c c o u n t  o f  th is  r a th e r  u n u s u a l  p r o c e d u r e .  

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o n s id e r a t i o n  w h y  s o m e  P s a lm s  a re  h a r d ly  e v e r  s u n g  a n d  a re  

v i r tu a l ly  u n k n o w n ,  w h e r e a s  o t h e r  P s a lm s  a p p a r e n t ly  c o n s t i t u t e  p a r t  o f  a  “ c o l l e c t io n ”  o f  

“ b e lo v e d ”  m e lo d ie s .  T o  a  c e r t a in  e x t e n t  t h i s  d i s c r e p a n c y  m a y  b e  e x p la in e d  b y  th e  s u b 

je c t iv e  c h o ic e  o f  t h e  m in i s t e r  w i t h  h is  in d iv id u a l  p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  a  c e r t a in  n u m b e r  o f  

P s a lm s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  d e n ie d  t h a t  in  m o s t  c a s e s  th e  sa m e  P s a lm s  a re  h a r d ly  e v e r  

s u n g  in  a n y  C h u r c h .  T h is  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  p e r s o n a l  c h o ic e  o f  th e  lo c a l  m in i s te r  is  n o t  th e  

o n ly  c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f  “ f a v o r i t e ”  t u n e s ” . D e p u t ie s  h a v e  c o m e  t o  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  

t h a t  t h e  u n f a m i l i a r i t y  o f  a  P s a lm  is th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  u n f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  t h e  m e lo d y ,  a n d  is 

n o t  c a u s e d  b y  th e  c o n te n t s  o f  th e  P s a lm . H e n c e  D e p u t ie s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e p la c e  a n  

“ u n f a m i l i a r ”  b y  a  “ f a m i l ia r ”  t u n e .  H o w e v e r ,  in  o r d e r  n o t  t o  f o r f e i t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e l 

o d y  e n t i r e l y ,  D e p u t ie s  d e c id e d  t o  p u b l i s h  th e  f i r s t  s ta n z a  o n  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  t u n e ,  a n d  t o  

d i s t in g u i s h  t h e  P s a lm  o n  th e  “ a l t e r n a t e ”  t u n e ”  w i th  a n  “ a ”  a d d e d  t o  i ts  n u m b e r ;  se e  e.g . , 

P s a lm s  4 1 ,  9 4 ,  a n d  1 1 2 . D e p u t ie s  t o o k  th is  d e c is io n  in  th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  m a n y  P s a lm s ,  

n o w  h a r d ly  e v e r  u s e d  in  th e  w o r s h ip  se rv ic e s , p r o b a b ly  w o u ld  b e c o m e  m o r e  p o p u l a r  

a m o n g  t h e  C h u r c h  m e m b e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  D e p u t ie s  w o u ld  n o w  r a th e r  su g g e s t  a  d i f f e r e n t  

c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n ,  a s  th is  r e p o r t  w ill  in d ic a te .

D e p u t ie s  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  d e e p  d i s a p p o in tm e n t  w i th  th e  l i t t le  i n te r e s t  s h o w n  in  th e i r  

w o r k  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  C h u rc h e s ;  t h o s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h o  s u b m i t t e d  th e i r  c r i t i c a l  r e m a r k s  

w il l  n o t i c e  h o w  m u c h  D e p u t ie s  a p p r e c ia t e d  t h e i r  s u g g e s t io n s .

I I .  P L A N S  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E .

T h e  u l t i m a t e  a im  o f  D e p u t ie s  is to  p r e s e n t  to  th e  C h u r c h e s  a  c o m p le te  P s a l t e r  

c o m p r i s in g  a ll  1 5 0  P s a lm s  o n  th e  G e n e v a n  tu n e s .  T h e y  w o u ld  l ik e  t o  e m p h a s iz e  th e  

p h ra s e  “ o n  th e  G e n e v a n  t u n e s ” . D e p u t ie s  d o  n o t  a n t i c ip a te  a n y  o b je c t io n s  t o  th e  f i r s t  

p a r t  o f  t h i s  s u g g e s t io n ;  a ll o f  u s  a re  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  C h u r c h e s  a re  in  n e e d  o f  a  c o m p le te  

P s a l te r .  T h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  th e  s u g g e s t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  im p lie s  t h a t  D e p u t ie s  w il l  n o  lo n g e r  

a v a il th e m s e lv e s  o f  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r e d  b y  th e  E d m o n t o n  S y n o d ,  n a m e ly  t h a t  t h e y  

d id  n o t  h a v e  t o  l im i t  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  G e n e v a n  t u n e s ,  b u t  w e re  a t  l ib e r t y  t o  u s e  d i f f e r e n t  

t u n e s  s o  lo n g  a s  th e s e  s e rv e d  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  s in g in g : t h e  p ra is e  o f  th e  

L o r d .  D e p u t ie s  a re  n o w  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  n o t  m a k e  u s e  o f  t h i s  p o s s ib i l i ty .  

T h e y  h a v e  c o m e  t o  th e  u n a n im o u s  c o n c lu s io n ,  a f t e r  m a n y  l e n g th y  d is c u s s io n s ,  n o t  to  

r e c o m m e n d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h e s  t o  a d d  a n o th e r  o n e  to  t h e  m a n y  e x is t in g  P s a l t e r s ,  w h ic h  a re  

c o m p o s e d  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  t u n e s  w e l l-k n o w n  in  t h e  A n g lo -S a x o n  w o r ld  t o g e t h e r  w i th  

b e lo v e d  G e n e v a n  t u n e s .  I f  t h i s  w e re  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  w o r k .  D e p u t ie s  w o u ld  c o n s id e r  th e  

w o r k  p r e v io u s ly  d o n e  a  w a s te  o f  t im e  a n d  m o n e y  s in c e  t h e r e  a re  m a n y  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  

P s a l te r s  a v a i la b le  in  o u r  c o u n t r y .  I n s t e a d ,  D e p u t ie s  w o u ld  lik e  t o  su g g e s t  t h a t  th e  

C h u r c h e s  o n c e  a n d  f o r  a ll  f o r s a k e  th i s  c o n c e p t  o f  a n  e c le c t ic  P s a l t e r  a n d  p r o c e e d  t o  th e  

c o m p le t io n  o f  a  Genevan Psalter. I f  o u r  C h u r c h e s  a c h ie v e d  th i s  - a n d  D e p u t ie s  a re  c o n 

v in c e d  t h a t  t h i s  is  c e r t a in ly  p o s s ib le  w i th in  a  r e a s o n a b le  p e r io d  o f  t im e  - t h e n  o u r  

C h u r c h e s  w o u ld  n o t  o n ly  p o s s e s s  a  w e l l-b a la n c e d  P s a l t e r ,  b u t  w o u ld  a ls o  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  

in  a  u n iq u e  m a n n e r  t o  t h e  c u l tu r e  o f  o u r  n a t i o n ,  w h ic h  is  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  u n f a m i l ia r  

w i th  th e  m a g n i f i c e n t  G e n e v a n  tu n e s .  D e p u t ie s  f l a t t e r  th e m s e lv e s  t h a t  t h u s  t h e y  m a y  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  P s a lm o d y  o f  o u r  n a t io n .  T h a t  t h e y  c e r ta in ly  d o  n o t  a im  t o o  h ig h  m a y  

b e  i n f e r r e d  f r o m  th e  e n th u s ia s m  w i th  w h ic h  m u s ic o lo g is t s  f r o m  m a n y  q u a r te r s  h a v e
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re c e iv e d  o u r  s t i l l  i n c o m p le t e  P s a l t e r .  T h is  c h a n g e  o f  p o l ic y  e n ta i ls  o f  c o u r s e  t h a t  th e  

n o n -G e n e v a n  t u n e s  o f  s o m e  P s a lm s  in  th e  e x is t in g  B o o k  o f  P ra is e  w il l  b e  r e p la c e d  b y  

G e n e v a n  tu n e s .

B u t  s in c e  D e p u t ie s  a re  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  m a n y  n o n -G e n e v a n  tu n e s  a re  o f  a  p r ic e le s s  

v a lu e ,  to  m e n t i o n  o n ly  P s a lm s  5 ,  1 1 , 1 2 , 1 2 7 ,  t h e y  w o u ld  lik e  t o  su g g e s t  t h a t  th e s e  t u n e s  

b e  in s e r te d  in  t h e  H y m n  s e c t io n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e .  T h e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  s u c h  a  p r o c e d u r e  

w o u ld  b e  t h a t  w e  r e ta in  a  g o o d  n o n - G e n e v a n  t u n e ,  t h o u g h  n o t  in  th e  P s a lm  s e c t io n .

T h e  s o -c a l le d  “ id e n t ic a l  t u n e s ”  ( “ D o u b lu r e s ” )  c o n s t i t u t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  c h a p te r .  T h e  

G e n e v a n  P s a l t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  c o m p r is in g  1 5 0  P s a lm s ,  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  1 5 0  d i f f e r e n t  t u n e s .  A  

n u m b e r  o f  P s a lm s  a re  s u n g  o n  a n  id e n t ic a l  t u n e ;  f o u r  t im e s  o n e  tu n e  is u s e d  f o r  th r e e  

d i f f e r e n t  P s a lm s ,  a n d  th e r e  is  e v e n  o n e  tu n e  u s e d  f o u r  t im e s ,  n a m e ly  in  P s a lm s  2 4 ,  6 2 ,  9 5 ,

1 1 1 . T h e s e  “ id e n t ic a l  t u n e s ”  c r e a te  a  s p e c if ic  p r o b le m  s in c e  D e p u t ie s  c o u ld  n o t  f in d  a n y  

c o n s i s te n c y  in  th e  t h r e e - o r  f o u r f o l d  u se  o f  a  m e lo d y :  w h y  is th e  t u n e  o f  P s a lm  2 4  u s e d  

f o u r  t im e s ,  a n d  w h y  th e  tu n e  o f  P s a lm  4 2  a n d  P s a lm  8 9  o n ly  o n c e ?  D e p u t ie s  w o u ld  lik e  

t o  re s e rv e  t o  th e m s e lv e s  a  c e r ta in  l ib e r ty  in  th e  c h o ic e  o f  a  m e lo d y  f o r  a P s a lm  b e lo n g in g  

to  t h i s  c a te g o r y .  I t  m a y  b e  s u p e r f lu o u s  t o  a s s u re  th e  C h u r c h e s  t h a t  D e p u t ie s ,  in  th e  

c h o ic e  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  m e lo d y  f o r  t h e  P s a lm s  t r a d i t io n a l l y  s u n g  o n  a n  id e n t ic a l  t u n e ,  w ill 

l im i t  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  G e n e v a n  t u n e s .

S in c e  D e p u t ie s  f e e l  t h a t  n o t  a ll  v e r s i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  P s a lm s  c o n ta i n e d  in  th e  o r ig in a l  

B o o k  o f  P ra ise  m a y  m e e t  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  c o m p le te  c o n f o r m i ty  t o  S c r ip tu r e  a n d  o f  

l in g u is t ic  c o r r e c tn e s s ,  i t  is  t h e i r  i n t e n t io n  t o  s u b m i t  th e s e  v e r s i f ic a t io n s  t o  a  c lo se  s c r u t in y  

b e f o r e  p r e s e n t in g  th e  C h u r c h e s  w i t h  a  c o m p le te  P s a l te r .  T h e r e b y  D e p u t ie s  h o p e  t o  e n s u re  

t h a t  a ll  r h y m e d  v e r s io n s  a re  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  o r ig in a l  t e x t  a n d  a re  r e n d e r e d  in  id io m a t ic  
E n g lis h .

C o n t a c t  o f  D e p u t ie s  w i th  fo r e ig n  c h u r c h e s  w a s  e x t r e m e ly  r a re ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  

D e p u t ie s  d id  n o t  m e e t  w i th  a n y  s p e c ia l  p r o b le m s  in  th e  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  th e  “ S u p p l e m e n t ”  

w h ic h  n e c e s s i t a t e d  c o n s u l ta t io n .  T h e  D e p u t ie s  a p p o in t e d  b y  th e  A u s tr a l ia n  C h u r c h e s  w ill 

n o t  fa il  t o  n o t ic e  t h a t  D e p u t ie s  h a v e  g r a te f u l ly  a d o p te d  th e  su g g e s t io n s  m a d e  b y  th e m  

w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t u n e s ,  a n d  D e p u t ie s  a re  c o n v in c e d  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  

a d o p t  e v e r y o n e  o f  t h e i r  s u g g e s t io n s ,  t h e y  c e r ta in ly  a s s im ila te d  th e  m a in  t e n e t s  o f  th e  

r e p o r t  o f  t h e  A u s tr a l ia n  D e p u t ie s .

W ith  d e e p  g r a t i t u d e  D e p u t ie s  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  a s s is ta n c e  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  so m e  m e m 

b e r s  o f  o u r  C h u r c h e s ,  w h o  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  th e  “ S u p p l e m e n t ” . T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t io n  o p e n s  

v is ta s  f o r  t h e  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  a  P s a l t e r ,  o r ig in a t in g  f r o m  v a r io u s  s o u rc e s .  D e p u t ie s  e x p re s s  

th e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w ill  b e  a b le ,  w i th in  th e  f o r e s e e a b le  f u t u r e ,  t o  c o n c lu d e  a 

c o n t r a c t  w i th  th e s e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  to  o u r  P s a l te r .

D e p u t ie s  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  d i s a p p o in t m e n t  w i th  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o n e  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s ,  M r. J . 

J .  K n e g t ,  R o c k w o o d ,  O n t a r io ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  in c r e a s e d  b u s in e s s  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  c o u ld  n o  

lo n g e r  se rv e  o n  th e  C o m m i t te e .  M r. K n e g t ,  w h o  so  f a i th f u l ly  s e rv e d  as D e p u ty  a n d  w h o  

c o n t r i b u t e d  so  m u c h  w i th  h is  m u s ic a l  t a l e n t ,  r e s ig n e d  as t r e a s u r e r  o f  D e p u t ie s  as w e ll. H is  

p la c e  w a s  t a k e n  b y  M r. S . R .  S m i ld e ,  T h o r n h i l l ,  O n ta r io .  D e p u t ie s  a re  v e ry  g r a te f u l  f o r  

t h e  w o r th w h i l e  c o n t r i b u t io n s  o f  b r .  J .  J .  K n e g t  a n d  f o r  h is  a c tiv e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in th e  

w o r k  o f  D e p u t ie s .

I I I .  A t t a c h e d  p le a s e  f i n d  a  R e p o r t  o n  th e  f in a n c e s  o f  o u r  C o m m i t te e .

S . R .  S m i ld e ,

F .  K o u w e n h o v e n .

R e s p e c t f u l ly  s u b m i t t e d ,

G . V a n D o o r e n ,

D . V a n d e r B o o m ,

M . M . D e G r o o t .
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S U P P L E M E N T  8  

(A g . R e p o r t  1 , 1 5 ;  A r t .  8 7 )

’U B L IC A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E  F O R  A N  E N G L IS H  C A L V IN IS T IC  P S A L T E R  

■ in an c ia l S t a t e m e n t  r e  “ B o o k  o f  P r a i s e ”  2 n d  E d i t i o n  a n d  “ S u p p le m e n t  1 9 6 7 ”  

M a rc h  1 9 6 5  - O c to b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 6 8

R e c e ip t s

F r o m  D e p u t ie s  $ 2 ,3 2 0 .5 1

S o ld :

3 6 8 6  c o p ie s  2 n d  E d . )  $ 9 ,4 3 2 .8 0

3 2 5 5  c o p ie s  S u p p l . )

D is c o u n t  b o o k s e l le r s  5 1 4 .2 9  8 ,9 1 8 .5 1

C o p y r ig h t :

re c e iv e d  a f t e r  c lo s in g  b o o k s  o f  D e p u t ie s  4 7 0 .0 6

I n t e r e s t  2 8 .4 1

S o ld :

9 7 8  c o p ie s  2 n d  E d . )  2 ,0 0 5 .6 4

8 0 0  c o p ie s  S u p p l . )

I n t e r e s t  7 1 .2 3

$ 1 3 ,8 1 4 .3 6

I n  S to c k :  2 n d  E d i t i o n  3 8 0  c o p ie s  

S u p p le m e n t  1 9 2 9  c o p ie s

D is b u r s e m e n ts

A u t h o r s  a n d  A d v ise rs  $ 2 ,8 0 4 .1 8

C o s t  o f  P r in t in g :

5 ,0 4 4  c o p ie s  2 n d  E d .  3 ,8 2 8 .5 9

5 ,9 8 4  c o p ie s  S u p p l .  3 ,0 0 1 .5 0

S t a t i o n e r y  $  4 6 .2 3

A d v e r t is in g  6 .1 5

R e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  r h y m e s  3 1 .0 0

S h ip p in g  E x p e n s e s  ( p a r t l y  r e c o v e r e d )  3 4 9 .1 9  4 3 2 .5 7

S h ip p in g  E x p e n s e s  2 0 .0 0

B a la n c e  ( B a n k  A c c o u n t )  3 ,7 2 7 .5 2

$ 1 3 ,8 1 4 .3 6
F o r  t h e  C o m m i t te e ,

M .M . d e  G r o o t .

( 1 0 4 )



S U P P L E M E N T  9  

( A r t .  8 7 )

R E P O R T  O F  A D V IS O R Y  C O M M IT T E E  IV  O N  The B o o k  o f  Praise

O bservations:
A . I t  s t r u c k  th e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  d e p u t i e s  w r i t e  t h a t  t h e  S u p p le m e n t  p er se c o n s t i t u t e s  

t h e  d e p u t i e s ’ r e p o r t .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  is  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  t h e  S u p p le m e n t  

b u t  a ll  i te m s  o f  t h e  m a n d a te  o f  d e p u t i e s  s h o u ld  b e  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  

d e p u t i e s .  I t  s t r u c k  th e  c o m m i t t e e  t o o  t h a t  d e p u t i e s  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  d e e p  d i s a p p o in t 

m e n t  w i t h  th e  l i t t l e  i n te r e s t  s h o w n  in  t h e i r  w o r k .  Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  

c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e r e  is  h a r d ly  a  s u b je c t  w h ic h  is m o r e  in  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  

o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  t h a n  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e .

In  t h e i r  r e p o r t  w e  d id  n o t  f in d  a n  a n s w e r  t o  3 b  o f  th e  m a n d a te  o f  d e p u t ie s :  

“ w h e t h e r  M r. W e s tra  w a s  f o u n d  w illin g  a n d  a b le  t o  m a k e  im p r o v e m e n ts  d e e m e d  

n e c e s s a ry  b y  d e p u t i e s ” . N e i th e r  d id  w e  f in d  a  f in a n c ia l  s t a te m e n t  o v e r  th e  y e a r s  

1 9 6 2  - 1 9 6 5  a c c o r d in g  t o  p o i n t  5 o f  th e  d e c is io n s  o f  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  

1 9 6 5  re  th e  C a lv in is t ic  P s a l t e r .

I n  p a r t  I I  o f  t h e i r  r e p o r t  d e p u t i e s  i n f o r m  S y n o d  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  p l a n  “ t o  av a il 

th e m s e lv e s  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  n o t  t o  l im i t  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  G e n e v a n  t u n e s ” . 

( A p p a r e n t ly  d e p u t i e s  e x p e c t  t o  b e  a p p o in t e d  a g a in .)  T h e y  su g g e s t  t h a t  th e  c h u r c h e s  

p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  a  P s a l t e r  w i th  e x c lu s iv e ly  G e n e v a n  tu n e s .

D e p u t ie s  a ls o  su g g e s t  t h a t  th e  n o n -G e n e v a n  t u n e s ,  n o w  f o u n d  in  th e  P s a l t e r  s e c t io n  

o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e ,  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  th e  H y m n  s e c t io n .  T h a t  w a y  t h e  g o o d  

n o n - G e n e v a n  t u n e s  c o u ld  b e  r e ta in e d .

A s to  th e  i d e n t ic a l  t u n e s  d e p u t i e s  l ik e  t o  b e  f re e  in  th e  c h o ic e  o f  a G e n e v a n  m e lo d y  

f o r  a  P s a lm  b e lo n g in g  t o  t h i s  c a te g o r y .

D e p u t ie s  i n t e n d  t o  s u b m i t  th e  v e r s i f ic a t io n s  t o  c lo s e  s c r u t in y  b e f o re  a  c o m p le te  

P s a l te r  is  p u b l i s h e d .

C o n t a c t  w i th  d e p u t i e s  o f  c h u r c h e s  a b r o a d  w a s  l im i te d  b u t  h e lp f u l  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  

c a se  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l ia n  c h u r c h e s .  D e p u t ie s  a c k n o w le d g e  g r a te f u l ly  th e  a s s is ta n c e  

r e c e iv e d  f r o m  s o m e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  c h u r c h e s  a n d  h o p e  to  b e  a b le  to  c o n c lu d e  a  

c o n t r a c t  w i th  th e s e  c o n t r i b u t o r s .

D e p u t ie s  i n f o r m  S y n o d  t h a t  M r. J .  J .  K n e g t  h a d  t o  w i th d r a w  f r o m  th e  c o m m i t t e e  

a n d  t h a t  M r. S . R . S m ild e  t o o k  o v e r  as t r e a s u r e r .

B . T h e  C h u r c h  a t  S m i th e r s ,  B .C . m o v e s  t h a t  S y n o d  in s t r u c t  d e p u t ie s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  

c o m p le t in g  t h e  P s a lm s  f i r s t  a n d  th e n  t o  c o n f in e  th e m s e lv e s  t o  r h y m e d  v e r s io n s  o f  

S c r ip tu r a l  p a ssa g e s .

C . T h e  C h u r c h  a t  C o a ld a le ,  A l ta ,  p r o p o s e s

1. t h a t  th e  n e w  d e p u t i e s  b e  s t ro n g ly  r e m in d e d  o f  th e  d e c is io n s  o f  S y n o d  

H o m e w o o d - C a r m a n  1 9 5 8  “ t o  c o m p o s e  a  P s a l te r  w i th  o t h e r  so n g s  o f  S c r ip 

t u r e ,  i f  p o s s ib le ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  d ir e c tiv e s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  d e p u t i e s  o f  

S y n o d  H o m e w o o d  1 9 5 4 ” , 

a n d  t h a t  2 . n e w  d e p u t ie s  b e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  b e  v e ry  c a u t io u s  in  in c lu d in g  h y m n s  in 

t h e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e .
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A s e x a m p le s  o f  less  a c c e p ta b le  h y m n s  th e  n u m b e r s  1 8 ,  2 0  a n d  21  a re  m e n t i o n e d .  

T h e  C h u r c h  a t  C o a ld a le  is o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  d e p u t i e s  d id  n o t  p a y  s u f f i c ie n t  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  d i r e c tiv e  o f  S y n o d  E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5 :  “ t o  g ive  p r e f e r e n c e  to  v e rs i

f i c a t io n s  o f  S c r ip tu r e -p a s s a g e s ” .

D . T h e  C h u r c h  a t  T o r o n to ,  O n t . ,  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  n e w  d e p u t i e s  d o  n o t  r e c e iv e  th e  r ig h t  

t o  u se  o t h e r  th a n  G e n e v a n  t u n e s  e x c e p t  in  th e  c ase  o f  G e n e v a n  tu n e s  w h ic h  a re  

s e ld o m  u s e d ;  th is  o n  th e  g r o u n d  t h a t  p r a is in g  G o d  is n o t  t h e  e x c lu s iv e  p r o p e r t y  o f  

th e  G e n e v a n  tu n e s .

T h e  C h u r c h  a t  T o r o n to  p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  e v e ry  a t t e m p t  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  t o  v e r s i fy  in 

m o d e r n  E n g lish  a n d  t o  a v o id  a ll a r t i f i c i a l i ty .  T h e  C h u r c h  a t  T o r o n t o  s t a te s  t h a t  

C h r i s t ’s r e d e m p tiv e  w o r k ,  as r e la te d  in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t ,  s h o u ld  a ls o  b e  i n c lu d e d  

in  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e .

E . T h e  C h u r c h  a t  B a r rh e a d ,  A l ta ,  is n o t  c o n v in c e d  b y  th e  a r g u m e n ts  o f  d e p u t i e s  f o r  a 

P s a l t e r  w i th  G e n e v a n  t u n e s  o n ly .  I t  is o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  i t  is f a r  b e t t e r  t o  h a v e  1 5 0  

P s a lm s  t h a t  a re  s u i ta b le  f o r  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  s in g in g .

F .  T h e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io  1 9 6 8  m o v e s  t h a t  S y n o d :  ( 1 )  i n s t r u c t  d e p u t i e s  n o t  

t o  u se  t h e  m e lo d ie s  o f  P s a lm  1 0 , 1 2 ,  1 8 ,  6 9  a n d  p o s s ib ly  o th e r s  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  

P ra is e  f o r  th e  c o m p le te  P s a l te r ,  b e c a u s e  th e s e  m e lo d ie s  a re  n o t  a n  im p r o v e m e n t  o n  

th e  G e n e v a n  tu n e s ,  a n d  ( 2 )  i n s t r u c t  d e p u t ie s  to  h a v e  th e  P s a lm  v e r s io n s  o f  th e  B o o k  

o f  P ra ise  t h o r o u g h ly  re v is e d  b e f o re  th e y  a re  i n c lu d e d  in  th e  c o m p le te  P s a l t e r ,  a n d  

t o  lo o k  f o r  s u i ta b le  r e p la c e m e n ts  i f  r e v is io n  g iv es  n o  g o o d  r e s u l ts ,  b e c a u s e  se v e ra l 

v e r s io n s  d o  n o t  a lw a y s  e x p r e s s  th e  c o n te n t s  o f  th e  B ib lic a l  t e x t  a n d  la c k  th e  

s im p lic i ty  a n d  c la r i ty  r e q u i r e d  in  t h e  r h y m e d  v e r s io n s  o f  th e  so n g s  o f  th e  C o v e n a n t .

G . M r. W . G r i f f io e n  r e q u e s t s  S y n o d  t o  d e c id e  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r s  1 3 , 1 4 , 1 6 , 1 8 ,  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  

2 5 ,  2 6 ,  2 7  a n d  3 2  in  t h e  H y m n  s e c t io n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e  b e  l e f t  o u t  o f  a n e w  

e d i t i o n ,  a n d  t o  d is c o u ra g e  th e  s in g in g  o f  th e s e  h y m n s  in  th e  s e rv ic e s  o f  o u r  

c h u r c h e s ,  b e c a u s e  “ h i s to r y  te a c h e s  t h a t  a  c h u r c h  d e f o r m s  in  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  u n s c r ip tu r a l  h y m n s  i t  c o n d o n e s ” .

H . T h e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l t a ,  f o r w a r d e d  t o  S y n o d  a  r e p o r t  c o n c e r n in g  id e a s  a n d  

o p in io n s  o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e  a n d  S u p p le m e n t .

I . T h e  P u b l i c a t io n  C o m m i t te e  f o r  a n  E n g lis h  C a lv in is t ic  P s a l te r  p r e s e n t s  to  S y n o d  a 

f in a n c ia l  s t a t e m e n t  c o v e r in g  th e  p e r io d  M a rc h  1 9 6 5  t o  O c t o b e r  1 9 6 8 .  W e le a rn  

f r o m  i t  t h a t  th e  receip ts  w e re  $ 1 5 ,4 8 5 .0 1  a n d  th e  disbursem en ts  $ 1 0 ,0 8 6 .8 4 .  T h e  

s u r p lu s  is $ 5 ,3 9 8 .7 0 .  T h e  s to c k  c o n s is t s  o f  3 8 0  B o o k s  o f  P ra is e  a n d  1 9 2 9  

S u p p le m e n ts .

J .  T h e  C h u r c h  a t  B r a m p to n ,  O n t . ,  in f o r m s  S y n o d  t h a t  th e  b o o k s  o f  d e p u t i e s  w e re  

a u d i t e d  a n d  f o u n d  in  g o o d  o r d e r .
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Considerations:
T h e  o v e r tu r e s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  c h u r c h e s  a n d  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  s h o w  t h a t  a ll  w a n t  

th e  P s a l te r  c o m p l e te d  b u t  t h a t  o p in io n s  d i f f e r  a s  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  h o w  t o  a t t a in  th is  

g o a l .  D e p u t ie s  a d v o c a te  a  P s a lm  s e c t io n  w i th  e x c lu s iv e ly  G e n e v a n  tu n e s ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  h a v e  c o m e  t o  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  a  P s a l te r  c o m p o s e d  o f  G e n e v a n  a n d  n o n -  

G e n e v a n  t u n e s  w o u ld  b e  a  w a s te  o f  t im e  a n d  m o n e y .  O th e r s  f e e l  t h a t  r o o m  s h o u ld  

b e  l e f t  f o r  n o n -G e n e v a n  t u n e s  t o  re p la c e  th o s e  G e n e v a n  tu n e s  t h a t  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  

s in g  a n d  a re  t h e r e f o r e  s e ld o m  u s e d .  T h e y  e m p h a s iz e  t h a t  n o t  j u s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  P s a l te r  

s h o u ld  b e  u s e d  b u t  t h a t  th e  w h o le  P s a l t e r  s h o u ld  b e  su n g .

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h o u g h  n o t  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  a r g u m e n ts  o f  d e p u t i e s  w h e n  

t h e y  s p e a k  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  c o n t r i b u t io n  w h ic h  o u r  C h u r c h e s  c o u ld  m a k e  t o  th e  

c u l tu r e  o f  o u r  n a t io n  a n d  t o  i t s  P s a lm o d y  b y  c o m p o s in g  a  P s a l t e r  o n  th e  G e n e v a n  

t u n e s ,  a n d  t h o u g h  m o v e d  b y  th e  e n th u s ia s m  o f  m u s ic o lo g is t s ,  is  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  

o u r  C h u r c h e s  n e e d  a  B o o k  o f  P ra ise  w h ic h  c a n  b e  su n g  b y  o ld  a n d  y o u n g ,  a n d  is 

u s e d  in  s c h o o l  a s  w e l l  a s  in  c h u r c h ,  a t  th e  c a m p f ir e  as w e ll a s  in  th e  m e e t in g s  o f  o u r  

s o c ie t ie s .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  th e  su g g e s t io n s  m a d e  b y  c h u r c h e s  a n d  c h u r c h  

m e m b e r s  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  p r o p o s a l s  t o  d e v ia te  f r o m  th e  d i r e c t iv e s  o f  S y n o d  

E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 :  “ t h a t  d e p u t i e s  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  r e s t r i c t  th e m s e lv e s  t o  th e  G e n e v a n  

t u n e s ” . ( A c t s  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  1 9 2 ,  3 f )

T h o u g h  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  is  n o t  o p p o s e d  to  a P s a l te r  o n  G e n e v a n  tu n e s ,  it  

w o u ld  r e g r e t  a  r e m o v a l  f r o m  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  n o n -G e n e v a n  tu n e s  

w h ic h  a re  u s e d  in  t h e  P s a lm  s e c t io n .  T h o s e  t u n e s  h a v e  f o u n d  a s  g o o d  a  r e c e p t io n  in  

th e  c h u r c h e s  a s  t h e  w e l l -k n o w n  G e n e v a n  o n e s  a n d  i t  w o u ld  b e  a lo s s ,  in  th e  o p in io n  

o f  th e  c o m m i t t e e ,  i f  th e  c h u r c h e s  s h o u ld  b e  d e p r iv e d  o f  t h e m .  Y o u r  c o m m i t te e  

w o n d e r s  a ls o  i f  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  P s a l te r  w i th  G e n e v a n  t u n e s  o n ly  a n d  o f  a 

h y m n a r y  w i th  n o n -G e n e v a n  tu n e s  w ill  n o t  h a v e  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  o u t s id e  t h e  c h u r c h  

s e rv ic e s  t h e  P s a l t e r  w ill  b e  f o r g o t te n  a n d  th e  h y m n a r y  u s e d .

R e g a rd in g  th e  v e r s i f ic a t io n s  o f  t h e  P s a lm s  th e  c o m m i t t e e  is c o n v in c e d  t h a t  

s e r io u s  a t t e n t i o n  s h o u ld  b e  p a id  to  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  

O n t a r io ,  th e  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n to n  a n d  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  T o r o n to .

A s  t o  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  M r. G r i f f i o e n ,  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  f e e ls  t h a t  th e  q u e s t io n  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t  a  h y m n  is s c r ip tu r a l  is n o t  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  o r ig in  c a n  

b e  t r a c e d  b a c k  to  th e  O ld  o r  N e w  T e s ta m e n t ,  b u t  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  c o n te n t s  a re  in  

a g r e e m e n t  w i th  th e  d iv in e  r e v e la t io n  in  O ld  a n d  N e w  T e s ta m e n t .

In  r e g a rd  t o  ( a )  th e  c r i t ic i s m  v o ic e d  a g a in s t  a  n u m b e r  o f  h y m n s  in  t h e  B o o k  

o f  P ra ise  a n d  S u p p le m e n t ,  ( b )  th e  r e m in d e r  t h a t ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  

E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ,  p r e f e r e n c e  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  t o  th e  r h y m in g  o f  S c r ip tu r e  

p a s s a g e s ,  a n d  ( c )  th e  p r o p o s a l  t o  r e s t r i c t  o u r s e lv e s  t o  th e  v e r s i f ic a t io n  o f  su c h  

p a s s a g e s ,  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  is  o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  d e p u t i e s  w h o  a re  t o  b e  a p p o in t e d  

s h o u ld  p r o c e e d  in  th e  lin e  o f  S y n o d  E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5 .

D e p u t ie s  s h o u ld  b e  c a r e fu l  t h a t  n o  h y m n s  w h ic h  d o  n o t  a n s w e r  th e  s t a n d a r d  o f  c o m p le te  

f a i th f u ln e s s  t o  th e  S c r ip tu r e s  w ill b e  i n c lu d e d  in  a  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  P ra is e  a n d  

th a t  h y m n s  o f  w h ic h  th is  is d o u b t f u l  a re  d e le te d .
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S U P P L E M E N T  10 

( A r t .  1 3 4 )

R E P O R T  O F  A D V IS O R Y  C O M M IT T E E  I I I  O N  T H E  

C on tact w ith  the Christian R e fo rm ed  Church 
R e: R e p o r t o f  D epu ties a d  IV, pp. 7-19, on The Conclusions o f  U trech t 1 9 0 5 /1 9 0 8

F r o m  th e  S u p p le m e n t  t o  th e  R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  (A g . R e p o r t  1 ,3 b )  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  

l e a r n e d  t h a t  S y n o d  1 9 6 8  o f  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  d e c la r e d  “ t h a t  th e  ‘C o n c lu s io n s  

o f  U t r e c h t ’, a s  a d o p te d  in  1 9 0 8 ,  n o  lo n g e r  h a v e  th e  s t a tu s  o f  b in d in g  d o c t r in a l  d e liv e r 

a n c e s  w i th in  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ” . T h e  F i r s t  o f  t h e  th r e e  g r o u n d s  f o r  th is  

d e c is io n  w a s  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  S y n o d  1 9 6 2  h a d  d e c la r e d  t h a t  th e s e  C o n 

c lu s io n s  “ sh a ll  n o t  b e  u s e d  as a  t e s t  f o r  m e m b e r s h ip  o r  h o ld in g  o f f ic e  in  th e  C h r i s t ia n  

R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  n o r  as a  t e s t  f o r  a d m i t t i n g  m in is te r s  t o  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  

m in i s t r y ” . T h e  o th e r  g r o u n d s  m e r e ly  e x p re s s  th e  h o p e  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  th e  d e c is io n  

w o u ld  “ f a c i l i t a t e ”  th e  r e la t io n s  w i th  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  a n d  th e  

“ C h r is te l i jk e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n ” .
Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  o b s e rv e s  t h a t

a . S y n o d  1 9 6 8  o f  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  d r e w  a  c o n c lu s io n  f r o m  th e  d e c is io n  

o f  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r  in  1 9 6 2 .  F r o m  th e  R e p o r t  o f  o u r  D e p u t ie s  w e  le a rn  t h a t  f o r  a  

t im e  th e r e  h a d  b e e n  a n  in c o n s is te n c y  b e tw e e n  “ t o  a b id e  b y ”  a n d  “ n o t  t o  a g i ta te  

a g a in s t ” . T h is  h a s  n o w  b e e n  t a k e n  a w a y .

b . T h e  o t h e r  t w o  g r o u n d s  a re  n o t  r e a l ly  grounds, b u t  r a t h e r  goals. T h e  C h r i s t ia n  

R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  w a n te d  t o  r e m o v e  o b s ta c le s .  T h is  in  i t s e l f  is t o  b e  a p p r e c ia t e d .  

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  w a n ts  t o  e x p r e s s  i t s  a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  t h e  w o r k  o f  D e p u t ie s  w h o

h a v e  n o t  o n ly  c o n v in c e d  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  o f  th is  i n c o n s is te n c y  (se e  th e i r  

R e p o r t ,  p p .  9 - 1 5 ) ,  b u t  w h o  h a v e  a ls o  m a d e  i t  a b u n d a n t ly  c le a r  in  th e i r  M em orandum  on  
‘1 9 0 8 ’ t h a t  “ T h e  C o n c lu s io n s  o f  U t r e c h t  ( a re )  a n  o b s ta c le  to  u n i t y ” . T h e  f o l lo w in g  

r e m a r k s  a re  t o  b e  a d d e d :

H e re  is  a  c a se  o f  t h e  s t a tu s  o f  doctrin a l d e l iv e ra n c e s .  In  p r e v io u s  y e a r s  i t  w a s  sa id  

t h a t  t h e y  c o n ta in  ‘b ib l ic a l  t r u t h ’ ( “  . . .  w h e t h e r  a  c h u r c h  t h a t  w a n ts  t o  b e  t r u e  t o  th e  

W o rd  o f  G o d  m a y  p r o p e r ly  s e t  a s id e  i t s  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  b ib l i c a l  d o c t r i n e  

u n le s s  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  c a n  b e  s h o w n  t o  b e  c o n t r a r y  t o  o r  u n s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  W o r d  o f  

G o d .”  A c t s  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  S y n o d  1 9 6 2 ,  S u p p le m e n t  2 ,  p .  142). A c c o r d in g ly  th e  

C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  S y n o d  1 9 6 2  d id  “ n o t  a c c e d e  t o  th e  r e q u e s t  t o  s e t  a s id e  t h e  C o n 

c lu s io n s  o f  U t r e c h t ” . O n e  o f  th e  g r o u n d s  f o r  th is  d e c is io n s  w a s : “ N o  g r o u n d s  h a v e  b e e n  

a d d u c e d  t o  s h o w  t h a t  th e s e  c o n c lu s io n s  a re  in  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  o r  o u r  

c o n f e s s io n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  (C f .  C h u r c h  O r d e r ,  A r t .  3 1 ) ” . A c t s  1 9 6 2 ,  A r t .  1 4 4 .  Y o u r  c o m 

m i t t e e  h a d  t h e r e f o r e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  in  a n n u l l in g  th e  

b in d in g  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e s e  Conclusions o f  U trech t, w o u ld  n o w  h a v e  a d d u c e d  g r o u n d s  

f r o m  “ t h e  W o rd  o f  G o d  o r  o u r  c o n f e s s io n a l  s t a n d a r d s ”  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  “ c o n t r a r y  

t o  o r  u n s u p p o r t e d  b y  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d .”  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  m u c h  r e g re t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  n o  
s u c h  g r o u n d s  w e re  g iv e n .

Re: Report o f  Deputies ad V, pp. 20-23 on THE THREE POINTS O F K ALAM AZOO  
1924
O bservations:

S y n o d  1 9 6 8  o f  t h e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  d e c id e d  t o  b r in g  a b o u t  ;
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c h a n g e  in  “ th e  r e g u la t io n s  o f  S y n o d  1 9 6 3  re g a rd in g  th e  c a l l in g  a n d  a d m i t t i n g  o f  

m in i s te r s  f r o m  o t h e r  d e n o m in a t io n s ” . T h e  f o l lo w in g  r e g u la t io n  w a s  d e le t e d :  “ T h e  

c o n s i s to r y  sh a ll  i n f o r m  th e  p a s to r - e le c t  t h a t  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e  c a ll  im p l ie s  h is  

p ro m is e  t o  a b id e  b y ”  “ th e  d o c t r in a l  d e liv e ra n c e s  o n  c o m m o n  g ra c e  o f  1 9 2 4  a n d  

1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 1 ” . I t  w a s  r e p la c e d  b y :  “ T h e  c o n s i s to r y  sh a l l  i n f o r m  th e  p a s to r - e le c t  t h a t  

a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e  c a ll  im p lie s  h is  p ro m is e  . . .  t o  r e s p e c t ,  in  th e  e x e rc is e  o f  h is  

m in i s te r ia l  o f f ic e  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  th e s e  d e liv e ra n c e s  ( t o  w i t ,  th e  

d o c t r i n a l  d e liv e ra n c e s  o n  c o m m o n  g ra c e  o f  1 9 2 4  a n d  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 1 )  as s t a te m e n t s  

w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n ,  a n d ,  i f  u n d e r s t o o d  in  th e i r  h i s to r ic a l  c o n te x t ,  s t i l l  a re  o f  g r e a t  

v a lu e  in  r e f u t in g  c e r ta in  e r r o r s  in  d o c t r in e  a n d  l i f e .”

Considerations:
I t  s t r ik e s  th e  c o m m i t t e e  a g a in  t h a t  n o  d o c t r in a l  g ro u n d s  a re  g iv e n  f o r  th is  

c h a n g e .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  l e a m s  t h a t  th e  D e p u t ie s  ( R e p o r t  p p .  2 1 / 2 2 )  h a v e  p o i n t e d  o u t  

a n o th e r  i n c o n s is te n c y  ( “ t o  a b id e  b y ”  . . .  “ t o  b e a r  w i th  s c ru p le s ” ) ,  a n d  b r o u g h t  i t  

t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e ,  w h ic h  a p p r o a c h e d  th e i r  S y n o d  w i th  th e  

r e q u e s t  t o  r e m o v e  i t .  W h ile  g la d ly  a c k n o w le d g in g  th is ,  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  r e p e a t s  i ts  

r e m a r k  m a d e  w i th  r e g a rd  t o  th e  s e t t in g  a s id e  o f  t h e  Conclusions o f  U trech t 
1905 /1 9 0 8 .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  o n e  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  sa y  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h  b in d s  i ts  m e m b e r s  t o  th e  Three P oin ts o f  K alam azoo 1924.

Re: R e p o r t o f  D epu ties a d  VI, pp. 23-26, on the CH URCH O RDER  
Considerations:

A lth o u g h  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  is  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t ,  w h e n  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  o f  

th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  is c o m p a r e d  w i th  o u r  o w n ,  m a n y  q u e s t io n s  a r is e  as 

t o  v a r io u s  ru le s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s ,  w e  a re  h a p p y  w i th  th e  D e p u t ie s  ( R e p o r t  p . 2 6 )  t h a t  

th e  o r ig in a l ly  p r o p o s e d  C h u r c h  O r d e r  w a s  n o t  a d o p te d  b e c a u s e  o f  i ts  “ h ie r a r c h ic a l  

o v e r to n e s ” , a n d  t h a t  in  th e  f in a l  r e a d in g  o f  th e  n e w  C h u r c h  O r d e r  “ th e  c ru c ia l  

a r t ic le s  h a v e  r e ta in e d  th e i r  R e f o r m e d  c h a r a c t e r ” .

Conclusion:
A d o p t io n  o f  R e c o m m e n d a t io n s  I —IV  (S e e  A c ts )  m e a n s  t h a t  th e  p o i n t s  B , 2 ,  a ,  b  

a n d  d  o f  th e  m a n d a te  g iv en  b y  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  E d m o n to n  1 9 6 5  n e e d  n o t  b e  r e 

p e a t e d  in  th e  m a n d a te  f o r  d e p u t i e s  to  b e  a p p o in t e d  to  c o n t in u e  th e  c o n ta c t  w i th  

t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h .

R e: R e p o r t o f  D epu ties ad  VII, pp . 26-32, on CO RRESPONDENCE WITH CHURCHES  
A B R O A D

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  f u l ly  a g re e s  w i th  D e p u t ie s  ( p .  3 2 )  t h a t  “ th e  d is c u s s io n s  d id  

n o t  c o m e  t o  a c o n c lu s io n ”  w i th  re g a rd  to  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  

R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  w i th  o t h e r  C h u rc h e s  in  g e n e ra l  a n d  w ith  th e  S y n o d ic a l  “ G e r e 

f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n ”  in  p a r t i c u la r .
S o m e  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  s e n t  o v e r tu r e s  to  S y n o d  a sk in g  t h a t  th is  m a t t e r  o f  c o r 

r e s p o n d e n c e  f r o m  n o w  o n  b e  th e  c e n t r a l  issu e  in  o u r  c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  C h r is t ia n  

R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h .  S e e  b e lo w .

(N .B . O n  p a g e  3 2  o f  th e  R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s  su b  E ,  la s t l in e ,  “ C o n c lu s io n s ”  m u s t  b e  

“ c o n s id e r a t i o n s ” .)
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D e p u t ie s  r e q u e s t  S y n o d  t o  e x p r e s s  i t s e l f  o n  th e  q u e s t io n  o n  p a g e  31  in  t h e i r  

R e p o r t ,  s u b  8 .  (S e e  A c t s , R ecom m en dation  V.)
O bservations:

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  a p p r e c ia te s  th e  d e ta i le d  a n d  p o i n t e d  q u e s t io n s  1-9 ( p p .  

2 7 - 2 9 )  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  a n s w e r s  g iv e n  b y  th e  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e  a re  

f a r  f r o m  s a t i s f a c to r y ;  t o o  m u c h  is l e f t  in  th e  d a r k .  In  a  c o n t i n u e d  c o n t a c t  m u c h  is 

t o  b e  c la r i f ie d .  D e p u t ie s  r ig h t ly  s t a te  t h a t  th is  m a t t e r  h a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  c o m e  t o  a 

c o n c lu s io n .

H a v in g  a r r iv e d  a t  th is  p o i n t ,  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  to  a sk  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  th e  

f o l lo w in g  f a c ts :

1. G e n e ra l  S y n o d  H a m il to n  1 9 6 2  s e n t  a n  u r g e n t  A p p e a l  t o  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e 

f o r m e d  C h u rc h  w i th  tw o  s e r io u s  w a rn in g s :

a . a g a in s t  th e  a p o s ta c y  in  th e  S y n o d ic a l  “ G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n ” ;

b .  a g a in s t  th e  d r a f t  f o r  a  n e w  C h u r c h  O rd e r .

S y n o d  1 9 6 3  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  d id  n o t  e n te r  

i n t o ,  n o r  d e a l  w i th  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  t h e  A p p e a l :

A s  to b: N o t w i th s t a n d in g  th e  w o rd s  in  th e  A p p e a l  ( p p .  8 ,9 ) ,  w e  r e a d  in  

th e  A c ts  ( 1 9 6 3 ,  A r t .  1 4 4 ,  I I ,d ) :  “ S in c e  w e  a re  n o t  in  o f f ic ia l  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th is  d e n o m i n a t i o n ,  y o u r  C o m m i t te e  ju d g e s  

t h a t  th e  l e t t e r  f r o m  th e s e  C h r is t ia n  b r e th r e n  d o e s  n o t  e n t e r  in to  

S y n o d ’s c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  th e  re v is io n  o f  th e  C h u r c h  O r d e r .”

A s to  a: S y n o d  1 9 6 3  o f  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  in te r p r e t e d  

th is  w a rn in g  as b e in g  ( o n ly )  “ a d e s ire  fo r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ”  w i th  

th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h .  T h e  A p p e a l  n e v e r  sp o k e  a b o u t  

th is  b u t  u rg e d  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  t o  s a f e g u a r d  h e r 

s e l f  a g a in s t  d e t r im e n ta l  in f lu e n c e s ,  a n d  t o  r e c o n s id e r  h e r  d e c is io n  

o f  1 9 4 9  r e g a rd in g  th e  s p l i t  in  th e  N e th e r la n d s .

Conclusion:
U p  til l  n o w  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  d id  n o t  e n t e r  i n to  th e  

s u b s ta n c e  o f  th e  A p p e a l .

2 . D e p u t ie s  d i r e c te d  th r e e  p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t io n s  t o  th e  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e  

( R e p o r t  p .1 3 ) .

I t  is  c le a r  t h a t  o u r  D e p u t ie s ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e s e  q u e s t io n s ,  t r ie d  t o  b r in g  th e  

C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  t o  th e  a d m is s io n ,  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  th e y  h a d  d o n e  

th e  w ro n g  th in g  re g a rd in g  th e  “ s p l i t ”  in  th e  N e th e r l a n d s ,  b u t  a ls o  t h a t  t h e i r  

o w n  d e c is io n s  o f  1 9 6 2  r e g a rd in g  th e  Conclusions o f  U trech t 1 9 0 5 /1 9 0 8  w e re  

a  f a c tu a l  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  th e  “ d o c t r in a l  b in d in g ”  im p o s e d  u p o n  th e  b e 

lie v e rs  b y  th e  S y n o d ic a l  “ G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n ” .

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  s t a te s  t h a t

a . th e  R e p o r t  i t s e l f  d o e s  n o t  s p e a k  a b o u t  a n y  a n s w e r s  f r o m  th e  s id e  o f  th e  

C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  to  th e s e  th r e e  q u e s t io n s ;

b . th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e  p r o m is e d  t o  b r in g  th is  u p  
in  a  r e p o r t  t o  S y n o d  1 9 6 7 ;

c . th e  C o n ta c t  C o m m i t te e ’s r e p o r t  (A g e n d a  f o r  S y n o d  1 9 6 7 ,  R e p o r t s  1 5 , 

p p .  5 5 )  d o e s  n o t  m e n t io n  th e  th r e e  q u e s t io n s ;

d .  th e  A c ts  o f  S y n o d  1 9 6 7  d o  n o t  m e n t i o n  th e m  e i t h e r  ( A c t s ,  A r t .  1 0 0 ,  p .

66);
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e . a g a in ,  b y p a s s in g  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  th e  A p p e a l ,  th e  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e  

p la c e d  th e  m a t t e r  o f  c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  

b e f o re  i ts  S y n o d  a s  a  “ r e q u e s t  f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ” .

3 . In  1 9 6 8  th e  “ G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e rk e n  ( V r i jg e m a a k t ) ”  s e n t  a n  u r g e n t  a p p e a l  to  

th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  t h a t  sh e  “ s t i l l  is b e in g  c a l l e d  to  ju d g e  b o th  

th e  L ib e r a t i o n  a n d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  s in c e  t h e n ”  ( A c ts  o f  S y n o d  1 9 6 8 ,  

S u p p le m e n t  2 2 -A , p .  3 1 7 ) .

S y n o d  1 9 6 8  o f  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  d e a l t  w i th  th is  l e t t e r  f r o m  o u r  

s i s t e r c h u r c h e s  in  t h i s  m a n n e r  ( n o t e  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t ! ) :  “ I t  is n o t  

f i t t i n g  n o r  r ig h t  t h a t  w e  s h o u ld  c o n v e y  j u d g m e n t s  h e ld  b y  o n e  C h r i s t ia n  

c h u r c h  a g a in s t  a n o th e r  C h r is t ia n  c h u r c h .  O u r  c o m m i t t e e  m ig h t  b e t t e r  b e  

a d v is e d  t o  k i n d ly  c o u n s e l  th e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n ,  A r t .  3 1 ” .

Conclusion:
T h e  a b o v e  p ro v e s  t h a t  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  d id  n o t  e n te r  i n to  th e  

m a t t e r  o f  h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th e  S y n o d ic a l  “ G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n ” , e i th e r  

o n  o u r  r e q u e s t  o r  o n  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  o u r  s i s te r c h u r c h e s .  I t  is  c le a r  t h a t  a  c o n t i n u e d  

c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  h a s  to  b e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  e f f o r t s  to  

b r in g  h e r  to  th e  in s ig h t  a n d  a d m is s io n  t h a t  th e  is su e  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is th e  v i ta l  

o n e .

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d s  (se e  b e lo w )  t h a t  th is  b e  th e  v e ry  c e n t r e  o f  a 

n e w  m a n d a te .

R e: O vertures fro m  the Churches etc.
O bservations:
a . S e v e ra l  o v e r tu r e s  sp e a k  a b o u t  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  p la c in g  th e  m a t t e r  o f  c o r 

r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  C h u rc h e s  a b r o a d  in  th e  c e n t r e  (se e  c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  th e  

C h u r c h  a t  B u r l in g to n ,  O n t . ,  o v e r tu r e s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l ta ,  a n d  

o f  th e  C h u r c h  a t  W in n ip e g ,  M a n .) .  Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  c a m e  to  th e  sa m e  c o n 

c lu s io n  w h e n  d e a l in g  w i th  th e  R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s .

b .  A s  t o  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  th e  c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  

h a s  t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d ,  th e s e  o v e r tu r e s  d iv e rg e . S o m e  a n s w e r  in th e  n e g a tiv e  ( th e  

C h u r c h  a t  W in n ip e g ,  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  M r. E . W it t e n ) ;  o th e r s  in th e  a f f i rm a t iv e  

( t h e  C h u r c h  a t  B u r l in g to n ,  O n t . ,  B r a m p to n ,  O n t . ,  E d m o n t o n ,  A l ta ,  th e  

R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io  1 9 6 8 ) .

c . T h e  g ro u n d s  g iv e n  b y  th o s e  in fa v o u r  o f  a p p o in t in g  n e w  D e p u t ie s  a re :

a a . th e  w o r k  o f  o u r  D e p u t ie s  h a s  p ro v e n  f r u i t f u l  ( B u r l in g to n ,  R e g io n a l  

S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io ) ;  

b b .  th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  is su e  h a s  y e t  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i th  ( B u r l in g to n ) ;  

c c . w e  h a v e  a p r o p h e t i c  c a l l in g  to w a r d s  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h .  

“ In  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  c o n ta c t  a c a ll to  r e tu r n  f r o m  a d a n g e r o u s  p a th  

m u s t  b e  h e a r d  f ro m  u s .”  ( B u r l in g to n ) ;  

d d .  “ w e  m a y  e x p e c t  t h e  b le s s in g  o f  th e  L O R D  o n  s u c h  a  p r o p h e t i c  w i tn e s s ”  

( B u r l in g to n ) ;

e e .  “ o u r  C h u r c h e s  n e e d  a c le a r  a n d  u n e q u iv o c a l  a n s w e r  f r o m  th e  C h r is t ia n  

R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  to  th e  q u e s t io n s  m e n t i o n e d  in  th e  R e p o r t  o f  

D e p u t ie s ,  p .  13 ( E d m o n t o n ) ;
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f f .  th e  m a n d a te  g iv en  b y  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5  is n o t  y e t  c o m 

p le t e d  ( E d m o n t o n ,  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o f  O n ta r io ) ;  

gg. n e w  i te m s  h a v e  to  b e  a d d e d ,  e.g. th e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n  su g g e s ts  to  

a sk  s u c h  q u e s t io n s  a s: “ D o e s  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  a b id e  b y  

th e  R e f o r m e d  C o n fe s s io n  c o n c e r n in g  th e  C h u r c h  in  m a t t e r s  o f  

'E c u m e n i t y ’? ;  d o e s  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  m a in t a in  th e  C o n 

f e s s io n  in  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  s a lv a t io n  o v e ra g a in s t  e r r o r s ? ”  (e.g. “ D e k k e r -  

c a s e ” ) . ( c f  a lso  th e  g is t  o f  B u r l in g to n ’s l e t t e r )

d .  T h e  g r o u n d s  a g a in s t  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  n e w  D e p u t ie s ,  b u t  in  f a v o u r  o f  

s e n d in g  a n o th e r  A p p e a l  a re :

a a .  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5  d e v ia te d  f r o m  th e  ( g o o d )  c o u rs e  o f  

G e n e ra l  S y n o d  H a m il to n  1 9 6 2  ( t h e  C h u r c h  a t  W in n ip e g , M a n .) ;  

b b .  t h e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  m is in t e r p r e t e d  th e  A p p e a l  b y  c a l l in g  i t  

“ a  d e s ire  t o  e n t e r  i n to  c o n t a c t ”  ( id . ) ;  

c c .  t h e r e  is  a  “ to t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h ”  to  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b y  th e  

C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  s in c e  1 9 4 4 ;  n o w  th i s  C h u r c h  fe e ls  

“ e c u m e n ic a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  t o w a r d s  a ll C h u r c h e s ”  ( id . ) ;  

d d .  a  v ie w  o f  th e  C h u r c h  h a s  b e e n  a d o p te d  b y  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h  w h ic h  h in d e r s  a r ig h t  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  th e  

C h u r c h  in  th e  p a s t  ( i d . ) ;  

e e .  w e  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  “ e x a m in e  h o w  th e i r  a n d  o u r  C h u r c h e s  a re  t o  e n te r  

i n to  . . .  t h e  u n i ty  o f  th e  C h u r c h ”  ( m a n d a te  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ) ,  

b e c a u s e  “ a lr e a d y  th e  S y n o d  o f  H a m il to n  1 9 6 2  k n e w  w e ll  e n o u g h  w h a t  

h a d  t o  b e  d o n e  in  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  as sh e  e x p la in e d  in  h e r  A p p e a l ”  ( i d . ) ;  

f f .  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  d id  n o t  r e p e n t  f r o m  “ o p e n b a r e  g ro v e  

z o n d e n ”  (M r .  W it t e n ;  se e  b e lo w ) .

Evaluation o f  the “p r o s ” and “c o n s”
I  “C on s”

a . Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5  d id  

n o t  s u f f i c ie n t ly  t a k e  i n to  c o n s id e r a t i o n  t h a t  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h ,  in  a p p o in t in g  “ a  s p e c ia l  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e  t o  c o m m u n ic a te  

w i th  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  w i th  a  v ie w  t o  e s ta b l i s h in g  a 

c lo s e r  r e la t i o n s h ip  w i th  th e s e  C h u r c h e s ” , f a i le d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  s u b 

s ta n c e  o f  th e  A p p e a l  1 9 6 2 .

b .  I t  h a s  t o  b e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  th e  a n s w e r s  o f  t h e  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e  ( se e  

R e p o r t  o f  D e p u t ie s ,  p .  3 0 )  d o  n o t  g ive  th e  c o m p le te  p i c tu r e  o f  th e  

a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  re g a rd in g  h e r  a p p r o a c h  o f  

v a r io u s  C h u r c h e s  o n  th e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a  t h e o r y  o f  “ p l u r i f o r m i ty ”  t h a t  

c a n  h a r d ly  b e  r e c o n c i le d  w i th  th e  R e f o r m e d  C re e d s  a b o u t  th e  C h u r c h  

(B e lg ic  C o n f . ,  A r t .  2 8 ,  2 9 ) .

c .  I t  h a s  t o  b e  p o i n te d  o u t  t o  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  t h a t  th e  

C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  d o  n o t  a c c e p t  th e  R e p o r t  o n  C o r r e s p o n 

d e n c e  t o  S y n o d  1 9 4 4  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  w h e n  i t  s a y s  

t h a t  a ll o t h e r  C h u r c h e s  a re  “ a ll  a n d  s e v e ra lly  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  th e  o n e  

a n d  in d iv is ib le  B o d y  o f  C h r i s t ”  (p a g e  3 5 7 ) ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e  “ c h u r c h e s  o f  

C h r i s t  c a n  b e  r o u g h ly  d iv id e d  i n to  f o u r  g r o u p s ” , in c lu d in g  th e  O r ie n ta l
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C h u r c h e s ,  th e  R o m a n  C a th o l ic  C h u r c h  a n d  th e  n o n - R e f o r m e d  P r o t e s t 

a n t  c h u r c h e s  ( p .  3 5 8 ) .

d .  O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  sa m e  R e p o r t  to  S y n o d  1 9 4 4  m a k e s  a 

c le a r  d i s t in c t io n  b e tw e e n :

A . f a i t h f u l  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s ,  w h ic h  a re  “ e c c le s ia s t ic a l ly  id e n t ic a l  

w i th  o u r s e lv e s ”  ( p .  3 5 0 ) ;  w i th  th e m  th e  “ f u l l ”  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is 

t o  b e  in te n s i f i e d  “ o n  th e  b a s is  o f  w h a t  w a s  d e te r m in e d  w i th  

r e fe r e n c e  t o  th is  m a t t e r  in  1 8 9 8 ”  ( p .  3 6 1 ) .  T h e s e  ru le s  s t i l l  s t a n d  

( p .  3 3 2 ) .

B. “ R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  t h a t  a re  d e l i n q u e n t ” ; “ c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  

th e s e  c h u r c h e s  is d e s ig n e d  to  r e c la im  th e s e  f a u l ty  c h u r c h e s  a n d  to  

r e s to r e  th e m  w i th  G o d ’s h e lp  to  t h e i r  o r ig in a l  a n d  R e f o r m e d  

c h a r a c t e r ”  ( p .  3 5 0 , 3 5 1 ) .

e . F r o m  th e s e  c o n s id e r a t io n s  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  concludes  t h a t  th e  C h u r c h  

a t  W in n ip e g  is m a in ly  ( a n d  r ig h tly  so )  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  p u t t i n g  th e  

m a t t e r  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  in  th e  c e n t r e  w i th  a  v ie w  n o t  o n ly  t o  “ 1 9 4 4 ”  

o f  th e  N e th e r l a n d s ,  b u t  a lso  t o  “ 1 9 4 4 ”  a s  m e n t i o n e d  u n d e r  b ,  c ,  d .  I t  

m a y  b e c o m e  n e c e s s a ry  to  i n f o r m  th e  w h o le  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  

a b o u t  o u r  b ib lic a l  o b j e c t io n s  to  i ts  c o u r s e ,  i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  r e a c h  th is  

C h u r c h  v ia  th e  c o n t a c t  o f  o u r  D e p u t ie s  w i th  th e  C o n t a c t  C o m m it te e .  

Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  n o t  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  f o r  th e  a b o v e  r e a s o n s  

S y n o d  s h o u ld  n o t  a p p o in t  D e p u t ie s  a n y  m o re  b u t  s h o u ld  d e c id e  to  se n d  

a n o th e r  A p p e a l .  W ith in  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  m a n d a te  1 9 6 5  a ll th e  o b j e c t io n s  

t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  c a n  a n d  m u s t  b e  d is c u s s e d  n o w  t h a t  o u r  

C h u r c h e s  th e m s e lv e s  h a v e  d e c id e d  to  s t a r t  th is  k in d  o f  c o n ta c t .

f .  M r. E .  W i t t e n ’s g r o u n d s  h a v e  n o t  c o n v in c e d  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .  

ad  a:
“ h e t  t o e s lu i t e n  v a n  h a a r  k a n s e ls  v o o r  de  g e tro u w e  p r o f e t e n  D s. D . v a n  

D ijk  e n  w ijle n  P r o f .  K . S c h i ld e r .”  K . S c h i ld e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  w r o te  in  “ D e  

R e f o r m a t i e ”  o f  2 6  M ei 1 9 3 9 : “ N ie t  d e  h a n d e l in g e n  v a n  e e r t i jd s ,  d o c h  

d e  h o u d in g  v a n  h e d e n  b e s l is t  . . .  D e  z o o n  za l n ie t  d ra g e n  d e  o n g e r e c h 

t ig h e id  d e r  v a d e r e n .  M e t e lk e  v o lg e n d e  g e n e ra t ie  m o e t  m e n  o m  C h r i s tu s ’ 

w il w il le n  s p r e k e n ,  te n e in d e  d e  s i tu a t ie  o p n ie u w  o p  te  n e m e n .”  S e e  a ls o  

th e  a d m is s io n  o f  th e  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e  ( R e p o r t  D e p u t ie s ,  p .  3 2 ) :  

“ I n d e e d  w e m a d e  a j u d g m e n t  a n d  p a s s e d  a  v e r d ic t  a f t e r  1 9 4 4 ”  e tc .  

ad b :
“ h e t  n i e t  to e s lu i t e n  v a n  h a a r  k a n s e ls  v o o r  d e  v a lse  p r o f e e t  P ro f .  

K u i t e r t ” .

P r o f .  K u i t e r t  d id  n o t  r e p re s e n t  th e  S y n o d ic a l  “ G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n ”  

a t  th e  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  S y n o d  1 9 6 8  (se e  A c ts ) .  M r. W it te n  d o e s  n o t  

give e v id e n c e  th a t  th is  P ro fe s s o r  w a s  a d m i t t e d  t o  a C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  

p u l p i t  d u r in g  h is  s ta y  in  th e  U .S .A . a n d  C a n a d a .  

ad  c and d:
Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  r e m a rk s :  th e  m a t t e r  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  e i t h e r  th e  

S y n o d ic a l  o r  th e  L ib e r a te d  C h u r c h e s  is e x a c t ly  th e  issu e  w h y  o u r  

C h u r c h e s  a l r e a d y  in 1 9 5 2  d e c id e d  t o  a p p r o a c h  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d
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C h u r c h .  I t  w a s  th e  p r in c ip le  is su e  in  th e  A p p e a l  1 9 6 2  w h ic h  h a s  n o w  

c o m e  t o  th e  fo re  in  th e  ( u n f in i s h e d )  c o n ta c t  t h a t  o u r  D e p u t ie s  h a d  w i th  

th e  C o n t a c t  C o m m i t te e  s in c e  1 9 6 5 .  T h e r e f o r e  c .  a n d  d . c a n n o t  b e  a 

g r o u n d  n o t  t o  c o m p le te  th is  c o n ta c t .

11 “P ros"
A f te r  th e  a b o v e  r e m a r k s  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  d o e s  n o t  se e  th e  n e e d  o f  g o in g  i n to  

th e  d e ta i ls  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  o v e r tu r e s .  T h e s e  h a v e  to  b e  ta k e n  u p  in  th e  m a n d a te  to  b e  

g iv e n  to  n e w  D e p u t ie s  f o r  c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  t o g e th e r  

w i th  s o m e  v a lu a b le  c o n t r i b u t io n s ,  m e n t i o n e d  s u b  I “ C o n s ” .

( F o r  R ecom m en dation s, see  th e  A c ts )

S U P P L E M E N T  1 1-A  

(A g . R e p o r t  I , 2 ;  A r ts .  1 5 5 ,  1 7 2 )

R E P O R T  O F  D E P U T IE S  A D  A R T IC L E  19 C .O .

E s te e m e d  B r e th r e n :

1. D e p u t ie s  a re  v e ry  h a p p y  to  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  n o t  o n ly  h a d  t o  c o l le c t  th e  m o n e y  f o r  

th e  G e n e r a l  F u n d ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  a lso  d i s t r ib u t e  i t .

2 .  T h r e e  b r e th r e n  r e q u e s t e d  f in a n c ia l  a id . T h e  f i r s t  b r o t h e r  ( c o m m u n ic a n t  m e m b e r  o f  

t h e  C h u r c h  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  A l ta )  a s k e d  s u p p o r t  c o m m e n c in g  S e p te m b e r  1 5 , 1 9 6 7 .  T h is  

b r o t h e r  s tu d ie s  a t  o u r  o w n  T r a in in g  f o r  th e  M in is t ry  u n d e r  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  th e  t e a c h e r s  o f  

o u r  o w n  c h u r c h e s .  H e  is m a r r ie d  a n d  h a s  5  c h i ld r e n .  T h e  d e p u t i e s  g r a n te d  a  s u p p o r t  o f  

$ 3 9 0 .0 0  p e r  m o n th .

A  fe w  c h u r c h e s  w e re  c r i t i c i z in g  d e p u t i e s  f o r  g r a n t in g  th is  la rg e  a m o u n t .  T h e s e  

c h u r c h e s  w e re  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  d e p u t i e s  w e n t  b e y o n d  th e i r  m a n d a te  in  s u p p o r t i n g  th e  

f a m i ly  t o o .  D e p u t ie s  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  g o  i n to  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  th e  c h u r c h e s  s h o u ld  

c r i t ic iz e  d e p u t i e s  b y  a p p r o a c h in g  th e m  d i r e c t ly .  D e p u t ie s  a re  o f  c o u r s e  w il lin g  t o  g ive  

i n f o r m a t io n  t o  th e  c h u r c h e s  w h e n  a s k e d ,  b u t  th e y  fe e l  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t o  g ive  a c c o u n t  o f  

t h e i r  d u t ie s  t o  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d ,  a n d  i t  is  t h e i r  m o d e s t  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  c h u r c h e s  s h o u ld  

g o  w i th  c o m p la in t s  t o  t h e  sa m e  a d d re s s .

D e p u t ie s  r e a l iz e d  t h a t  th is  w a s  a n  e x c e p t io n a l  c a s e . T h e r e  a re  n o t  m a n y  s tu d e n t s  

w i th  s u c h  a  f a m i ly .  A r t ic le  19  C h u r c h  O r d e r  d o e s  n o t  g ive  a n y  g u id a n c e  in  th is  r e s p e c t .  I t  

d o e s  n o t  sa y  w h e th e r  i t  a p p l ie s  to  u n m a r r i e d  o r  t o  m a r r ie d  s t u d e n t s ,  e i t h e r  w i th  o r  

w i t h o u t  a  f a m i ly .  N o r  is i t  i n d ic a te d  w h e th e r  th e  s u p p o r t  s h o u ld  b e  l im i te d  t o  th e  

s tu d y - e x p e n s e s  o r  n o t .  ( F o r  in s ta n c e  in  H o l la n d  in  m a n y  c a s e s  r o o m  a n d  b o a r d  w e re  a lso  

in c lu d e d .)  B e c a u se  A r t .  19 d o e s  n o t  g ive  a n y  s p e c if ic  d i r e c t i o n ,  d e p u t i e s  f e l t  f r e e  t o  g r a n t  

th is  r e q u e s t  f o r  a id  in  th e  h o p e  th a t  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  w ill  g ive  i n s t r u c t io n s  f o r  s im ila r  

c a se s  t h a t  m ig h t  t u r n  u p  in  th e  f u t u r e .

3 . D e p u t ie s  a lso  re c e iv e d  in  S e p te m b e r  1 9 6 7  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  a id  f r o m  a  b r o t h e r  o f  th e  

C h u r c h  a t  B u r l in g to n ,  O n t .  T h is  b r o t h e r  s tu d ie s  a t  th e  T h e o lo g is c h e  H o g e s c h o o l  o f  o u r  

s is te r - c h u r c h e s  in K a m p e n .  H e  r e q u e s te d  $ 1 0 0 .0 0  p e r  m o n th .  T h e  d e p u t i e s  a d  A r t ic le  19

C .O . o f  C la ss is  O n ta r io  N o r th  g av e  h im  $ 6 0 0 .0 0  p e r  6  m o n th s .  Y o u r  d e p u t i e s  w e re  a sk e d  

t o  s u p p o r t  th is  s t u d e n t  a n d  t o  r e s t i t u t e  th e  $ 6 0 0 .0 0  o u t  o f  th e  G e n e r a l  F u n d .
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D e p u t ie s  d id  n o t  g r a n t  th is  r e q u e s t .  T h e y  a re  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  G e n e ra l  F u n d  

w a s  s e t  u p  f o r  s t u d e n t s  w h o  s tu d y  a t  o u r  o w n  T ra in in g  f o r  t h e  M in is t ry  o n ly .  D e p u t ie s  d o  

n o t  a g re e  w i t h  th e  d e c is io n  o f  C lass is  O n ta r io  N o r t h  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 7  t h a t  d e p u t i e s  d id  

g o  b e y o n d  th e i r  m a n d a te  b y  r e a d in g  c e r ta in  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in  i t .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  m e n t i o n e d  a t  

th is  p o i n t  t h a t  n o n e  o f  th e  d e p u t i e s  a re  a w a re  o f  a n y  m a n d a te  g iv e n  b y  th e  S y n o d  1 9 6 5 .  

T h e y  r e c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  th e  2 n d  c le rk  s t a t in g  t h a t  th e y  w e re  a p p o in t e d  a s  d e p u t i e s ,  

b u t  n o  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e re  g iv e n . T h e y  w e re  n o t  e v e n  a s k e d  w h e th e r  th e y  c o u ld  a c c e p t  th e  

a p p o in t m e n t .  T w o  o f  t h e  d e p u t i e s  w e re  d e le g a te s  t o  S y n o d  1 9 6 5 .  T h e y  d o  n o t  r e m e m b e r  

t h a t  a n y  m e n t i o n  w a s  m a d e  th e n  a b o u t  a id  t o  s t u d e n t s  s tu d y in g  a t  o t h e r  S e m in a r ie s .  T h e  

g r o u n d s  f o r  th e  d e c is io n  in  A r t i c le  1 4 7  o f  t h e  A c ts  o f  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  d o  n o t  m a k e  m e n t i o n  

o f  i t  e i t h e r .  D e p u t ie s  a re  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  i f  S y n o d  1 9 6 5  h a d  h a d  o t h e r  S e m in a r ie s  in  

m in d  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  u n d e r m in e d  th e  f u tu r e  o f  o u r  o w n  t r a in in g  f o r  th e  M in is t ry .

4 .  A  t h i r d  r e q u e s t  f o r  a id  w a s  r e c e iv e d  in  F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 8  f r o m  a  b r o t h e r  in  E d m o n t o n ,  

A l ta ,  w h o  is s tu d y in g  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  h is  B .A . d e g re e .  H e  is in te n d in g  t o  c a r r y  o n  

w i th  h is  s tu d y  in  T h e o lo g y  a t  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  S e m in a ry  in  P h i la d e lp h ia  ( U .S .A .)  in  

S e p te m b e r  1 9 6 8 .  T h is  r e q u e s t  w a s  r e fu s e d  o n  th e  s a m e  g r o u n d s  a s  m e n t i o n e d  in  s e c t io n  3 

o f  t h i s  r e p o r t .

5 . D e p u t ie s  r e q u e s t e d  th e  c h u r c h e s  f o r  o n e  c o l l e c t io n  in  1 9 6 6  a n d  1 9 6 7 ,  a n d  7 5  c ts .  

p e r  m e m b e r  w a s  a s k e d  f o r  th e  y e a r  1 9 6 8 .  T h e  m o n e y  c a m e  in  v e ry  s lo w ly  a n d  o f t e n  fa r 

t o o  l a te .  D e p u t ie s  a re  s o r r y  t o  sa y  t h a t  th e  c o - o p e r a t io n  o f  m a n y  c h u r c h e s  w a s  d is 

a p p o in t in g .  A t th e  t im e  o f  c lo s in g  th is  r e p o r t  th e r e  a re  s t i l l  4  c h u r c h e s  w h ic h  d id  n o t  

r e m i t  th e  o n e  c o l l e c t io n  o f  1 9 6 7  ( O t t a w a ,  T o r o n t o ,  N e w  W e s tm in s te r  a n d  S m i th e r s ) .  T h e  

r e s u l t  w a s  t h a t  th e  b r o t h e r  w h o  r e c e iv e d  s u p p o r t  c o u ld  n o t  b e  p a id  in  t im e .  A  r e q u e s t  in  

C .R .M . d id  n o t  g r e a t ly  im p ro v e  m a t t e r s .  N e i th e r  d id  th e  l e t t e r s  w h ic h  w e re  s e n t  t o  the 

c h u r c h e s .

6 . D e p u t ie s  a re  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  so m e  r e g u la t io n s  h a v e  to  b e  m a d e  t o  a d v ise  

p r o s p e c t iv e  s t u d e n t s  w h e n ,  w h e re  a n d  h o w  t o  a p p ly  f o r  a id .  W e e n c lo s e  a  c o n c e p t-  

r e g u la t i o n ,  w h ic h  c o u ld  se rv e  a s  a  g u id e l in e  f o r  th e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d .

7 . D e p u t ie s  c a m e  t o  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  i f  d e p u t i e s  w a n t  to  w o rk  e f f e c t iv e ly ,  th e y  

s h o u ld  live  c lo se  t o g e th e r .  T h e y  d e a l  w ith  f in a n c ia l  m a t t e r s  w h ic h  a re  q u i te  d i f f ic u l t  tc  

d e c id e  b y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  T h is  G e n e ra l  F u n d  w a s  a  te m p o r a r y  s e t -u p .  I f  S y n o d  d e c id e s  

t o  c a r r y  o n  w i th  i t ,  d e p u t i e s  a d v is e  S y n o d  t o  a p p o in t  a  c h u r c h  f o r  th is  p u r p o s e .  T h is  

w o u ld  b e  in  o u r  o p in io n  th e  m o s t  e f f e c t iv e  s o lu t io n  a n d  th e  le a s t  e x p e n s iv e  o n e .

8 . D e p u t ie s  in  th e  W es t a n d  E a s t  b o th  m e t  tw ic e .  A  m ile a g e  a l lo w a n c e  o f  6 c  p e r  m ile  

w a s  e s ta b l i s h e d .

9 .  A  s t a t e m e n t  o f  R e c e ip t s  a n d  D is b u r s e m e n ts  a s  o f  M a y  1 , 1 9 6 8 ,  is e n c lo s e d  w i th  th is  

r e p o r t .  T h e  B a la n c e  as o f  M a y  1, 1 9 6 8 ,  is $ 2 5 .8 1 .  D e p u t ie s  a re  e ig h t  w e e k s  b e h in d  in 

p a y in g  th e  n e e d y  s tu d e n t .

R e s p e c t f u l ly  s u b m i t t e d  (M a y , 1 9 6 8 ) .

E .C . B a a r d m a n ,  N e w  W e s tm in s te r .  B .C . 

M . L o u w e rs e ,  A b b o t s f o r d ,  B .C .

M . V a n G r o o t h e e s t ,  F e r g u s ,  O n t .

H . V a n  V e e n ,  F e r g u s ,  O n t .

J .  Y ts m a ,  C h a th a m ,  O n t . ,  S e e r .  T re a s .
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S U P P L E M E N T  11-B  

(A g . R e p o r t  I ,  2 b ;  A r ts .  1 5 5 ,  1 7 2 )

S U P P L E M E N T  R E P O R T  O F  D E P U T IE S  A D  A R T IC L E  1 9  C .O .

E s te e m e d  B re th r e n :

D e p u t ie s  a re  a b le  t o  give so m e  in f o r m a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  t h e i r  w o r k  a f t e r  th e i r  f i r s t  

r e p o r t  d a te d  M a y , 1 9 6 8 .

T h e y  w e re  g la d  t h a t  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  w h ic h  w a s  s e n t  t o  th e  c h u r c h e s ,  s o m e  

m o r e  m o n e y  c a m e  in . H o w e v e r ,  th e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  th e  d a te  o f  th is  r e p o r t  is  b a d  a g a in .  T h e  

b r o t h e r  in v o lv e d  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o r t e d  u n t i l  J u ly  1 5 ,  1 9 6 8 ,  so  t h a t  t h e  d e p u t i e s  a re  th r e e  

m o n th s  b e h in d  in  p a y in g  h im .  I t  c a n  b e  s e e n  f r o m  th e  fo l lo w in g  a d d i t i o n a l  f in a n c ia l  

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  th e  b a la n c e  a t  h a n d  o n  O c to b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 6 8 ,  is  $ 1 7 .8 2 .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  

s t r u c k  d e p u t i e s  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  la rg e r  c h u r c h e s  ( B u r l in g to n ,  N e w  W e s tm in s te r  a n d  

S m ith v i l le )  d id  n o t  y e t  p a y  a n y th in g  in  1 9 6 8 .

A f t e r  M a y  1 5 ,  1 9 6 8 ,  o n e  b r o t h e r  r e q u e s t e d  a id .  H e  in te n d s  t o  s tu d y  a t  th e  W e s t

m in s te r  S e m in a r y .  D e p u t ie s  d id  n o t  g r a n t  h is  r e q u e s t  o n  th e  sa m e  g r o u n d s  as m e n t i o n e d  

in  S e c t io n  3  o f  t h e i r  M a y  r e p o r t .

T h e  s t u d e n t  w h o  re c e iv e s  a id  m o v e d  f r o m  E d m o n t o n  t o  C a lg a ry  w h e re  h e  a s s is ts  

t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  in  p a s to r a l  w o r k .  T h e r e f o r e  h is  s u p p o r t  w a s  r e d u c e d  f r o m  $ 3 9 0 .0 0  t o  

$ 3 0 0 .0 0  m o n th l y .
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S ta tem en t o f  R ece ip ts  and D isbursem ents

N a m e  o f  C h u r c h 1 9 6 6 1 9 6 7 1 9 6 8 T o ta l

W a tfo rd $  4 .9 4 $  2 7 .3 3

A b b o t s f o r d 3 5 .0 7 3 0 .6 5

B a r r h e a d 6 .3 8 6 .9 0 4 0 .0 0

B r a m p to n 2 5 .0 0 2 5 .0 0 9 0 .7 5

B u r l in g to n 9 2 .3 5 1 3 1 .7 6

C h a th a m 4 4 .7 2 4 1 .4 7 2 4 3 .7 5

C lo v e rd a le 5 0 .0 0 5 0 .0 0 2 7 1 .0 0

C o a l d a le 2 9 .4 1 3 3 .4 3 1 1 5 .0 0

C a lg a ry 4 5 .0 0

C a rm a n 2 7 .3 8 3 5 .2 9

E d m o n t o n 4 9 .8 3 5 6 .5 5 4 6 4 .2 0

F e rg u s -G u e lp h 2 5 .1 5 3 3 .0 5 6 7 .0 0

G r a n d  R a p id s 2 6 .6 9 3 1 .9 5 3 4 .4 4

H a m il to n 3 0 .0 0 4 8 .8 0 2 2 5 .0 0

H o u s to n 2 7 .2 7 2 8 .2 1 9 7 .5 0

L o n d o n 9 .0 2 1 3 .5 6

N e e r la n d ia 1 5 .0 0 1 1 .9 5 6 3 .7 0

N e w  W e s tm in s te r 7 7 .2 5

O t ta w a 1 5 .8 8

O ra n g e v il le 2 9 .8 3 3 0 .0 0 2 4 2 .2 5

S m ith v i l le 5 7 .9 7 6 1 .5 3

S m i th e r s 5 0 .0 0 5 0 .0 0 1 2 2 .2 9

T o r o n to 6 7 .5 0 7 5 .0 0 8 0 .0 0

W in n ip e g 3 2 .4 4 9 9 .2 4

M a  th e  so n 2 0 .0 0

I n t e r e s t 1 .8 7 1 7 .4 4 0 .6 9

T o ta l s : $ 7 8 2 .6 3 $ 9 3 3 .1 9 $ 2 2 7 6 .8 1 $ 3 ,9 9 2 .6 3

D isbursem ents:

A id  t o  N e e d y  S t u d e n t $ 3 9 0 0 .0 0

M ile a g e  d e p u t i e s 3 9 .6 0

A d m in is t r a t io n ,  E x c h a n g e ,  e tc . 3 5 .2 1 $ 3 ,9 7 4 .8 1

B a la n c e  o n  O c to b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 6 8 $ 1 7 .8 2

1 17

W ith  f r a t e r n a l  g r e e t in g .

O n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s ,

A . J .  Y ts m a  (S e c r . - T r e a s u r e r ) .



S U P P L E M E N T  12 

( A r t .  1 7 9 )

C h u r c h  O r d e r  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s .

D r a f t  T r a n s la t io n

A r t .  1 T o  m a in t a in  g o o d  o r d e r  in  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  i t  is n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  th e r e  b e :  

o f f i c e s ,  a s s e m b lie s ,  s u p e rv is io n  o f  d o c t r i n e ,  s a c r a m e n ts  a n d  c e r e m o n ie s ,  a n d  

C h r is t ia n  d is c ip l in e ;

o f  w h ic h  m a t t e r s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  a r t i c le s  t r e a t  in  d u e  o r d e r .

O F  T H E  O F F IC E S  

A r t .  2  T h e  o f f ic e s  a re  o f  f o u r  k in d s :

o f  t h e  M in i s te r s  o f  t h e  W o rd ,  o f  t h e  D o c to r s ,  o f  th e  E ld e r s ,  a n d  o f  th e  D e a c o n s .  

A r t .  3  N o  o n e  th o u g h  h e  b e  a  D o c to r ,  E ld e r  o r  D e a c o n ,  sh a ll  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n t e r  

u p o n  t h e  M in is t r y  o f  th e  W o rd  a n d  t h e  S a c r a m e n ts  w i t h o u t  h a v in g  b e e n  la w fu lly  

c a l le d  t h e r e u n t o .

A n d  w h e n  a n y o n e  a c t s  c o n t r a r y  t h e r e to ,  a n d  a f t e r  b e in g  f r e q u e n t ly  a d m o n is h e d  

d o e s  n o t  d e s i s t ,  t h e  C la s s is  sh a ll  j u d g e  w h e th e r  h e  is  t o  b e  d e c la r e d  a  s c h is m a t ic  

o r  is  t o  b e  p u n is h e d  in  so m e  o t h e r  w a y .

A r t .  4  T h e  la w fu l  c a l l in g  o f  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o t  p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  in  o f f i c e  ( b o t h  in  th e  

c i t i e s  a n d  in  r u r a l  d i s t r ic t s )  c o n s is ts :

F i r s t  in  t h e  elec tion  b y  th e  C o n s i s to r y  a n d  th e  D e a c o n s ,  a f t e r  p r e c e d in g  p r a y e r s ,  

w i th  d u e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f  th e  r e g u la t io n s  lo c a l ly  in  u se  o r  e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  th e  C o n 

s i s to r y  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,

a n d  o f  t h e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  o r d in a n c e s ,  t h a t  o n ly  th o s e  c a n  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  b e  

c a l le d  t o  th e  M in is t r y  o f  th e  W o rd  w h o  b y  th e  C la s s is  in  w h ic h  th e y  live  h a v e  

b e e n  e x a m in e d  in  a  p r e p a r a to r y  e x a m in a t io n ;

a n d  f u r t h e r m o r e  in  C h u r c h e s  w i th  n o  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  M in is te r  a ls o  w i t h  th e  

a d v ic e  o f  C la s s is  o r  o f  th e  c o u n s e lo r  a p p o in t e d  f o r  th is  p u r p o s e  b y  th e  C la ss is , 

w h e re  s u c h  p r a c t ic e  h a s  b e e n  in  u s e  u p  t i l l  n o w ;

S e c o n d ly ,  in  th e  exam ination  b o t h  o f  d o c t r i n e  a n d  l i f e ,  w h ic h  sh a ll  b e  c o n d u c t e d  

b y  th e  C la s s is ,  t o  w h ic h  th e  c a ll m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  a p p r o v a l ,  a n d  w h ic h  sh a ll  

t a k e  p la c e  in  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s  o f  t h e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o r  o f  s o m e  o f  

t h e m ;

T h i r d l y ,  in  t h e  approbation  b y  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  lo c a l  C h u r c h ,  w h e n ,  th e  n a m e  

o f  t h e  M in is te r  h a v in g  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d  in  th e  C h u r c h  f o r  tw o  su c c e ss iv e  S u n d a y s ,  

n o  l a w fu l  o b j e c t io n  a r is e s ;

F in a l ly ,  in  th e  p u b l ic  ordination  b e fo re  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  w h ic h  sh a ll  t a k e  p la c e  

w i th  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t i p u la t io n s  a n d  in te r r o g a t io n s ,  a d m o n i t io n s  a n d  p r a y e r s  a n d  b y  

th e  im p o s i t i o n  o f  h a n d s  b y  th e  o f f i c ia t in g  M in is te r  ( a n d  b y  o t h e r  M in is te r s  w h o  

a re  p r e s e n t )  a g re e a b ly  t o  th e  F o r m  in  u s e  fo r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .

A r t .  5 M in is te r s  w h o  a re  a l r e a d y  in  th e  M in is t ry  o f  th e  W o rd ,  w h o  a re  c a l le d  t o  a n o th e r  

C o n g r e g a t io n  ( b o t h  in  th e  c i t ie s  a n d  in  th e  ru ra l  d i s t r ic t s )  sh a ll  l ik e w ise  b e  c a l le d  

in  th e  a f o r e s a id  m a n n e r  b y  th e  C o n s i s to r y  a n d  th e  D e a c o n s ,  w i th  d u e  o b s e rv a n c e  

o f  t h e  r e g u la t io n s  b e in g  lo c a l ly  in  u se  o r  e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  th e  C o n s i s to r y  f o r  th is  

p u r p o s e ,  a n d  o f  t h e  g e n e ra l  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  o r d in a n c e s  f o r  t h e  e l ig ib i l i ty  o f  th o s e
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w h o  h a v e  s e rv e d  o u t s id e  t h e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  a n d  f o r  th e  r e p e a te d  

c a ll in g  o f  th e  s a m e  M in is te r  d u r in g  th e  s a m e  v a c a n c y ;  in  C h u r c h e s  w i th  n o  m o re  

t h a n  o n e  M in is te r  a ls o  w i th  t h e  a d v ic e  o f  C la s s is  o r  o f  th e  c o u n s e lo r  a p p o in t e d  

f o r  th is  p u r p o s e  b y  C la s s is , w h e re  s u c h  p r a c t ic e  h a s  b e e n  in  u s e  u p  t i l l  n o w ;  a n d  

f u r t h e r  in  a ll  C h u r c h e s  w i th  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  C la s s is , t o  w h ic h  th e  a f o r e s a id  

M in is te r s  c a l le d  sh a l l  s h o w  g o o d  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  t e s t im o n ia l s  o f  d o c t r i n e  a n d  l ife ,  

a n d  w i th  t h e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  lo c a l  C h u r c h ,  w h e n ,  th e  n a m e  o f  

th e  M in is te r  h a v in g  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d  f o r  tw o  su c c e ss iv e  S u n d a y s ,  n o  la w fu l  o b 

j e c t i o n  a r is e s ;  w h e r e u p o n  th e  M in is te r s  c a l le d  sh a ll  b e  in s t a l l e d  w i th  p r e c e d in g  

s t i p u la t io n s  a n d  p r a y e r s ,  a g r e e a b ly  t o  th e  F o r m  in  u se  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .

A r t .  6  N o  M in is te r  sh a l l  b e  a t  l ib e r ty  t o  se rv e  in  a n y  p r iv a te  m a n o r ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  

m e r c y  o r  o th e r w is e ,  u n le s s  h e  b e  p r e v io u s ly  a d m i t t e d  in  a c c o r d in c e  w i th  th e  

p r e c e d in g  a r t i c le s ,  a n d  h e  s h a l l ,  n o  le s s  th a n  o t h e r s ,  b e  s u b je c t  t o  th e  C h u r c h  

O r d e r .

A r t .  7  N o  o n e  sh a l l  b e  c a l le d  t o  th e  M in is t ry  o f  th e  W o rd ,  w i t h o u t  b e in g  s t a t i o n e d  in  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  p la c e ,  e x c e p t  h e  b e  s e n t  t o  o r g a n iz e  th e  C h u r c h  in  a  c e r ta in  p la c e .

A r t .  8  T e a c h e r s ,  a r t i s a n s  o r  o t h e r s  w h o  h a v e  n o t  p u r s u e d  th e  r e g u la r  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y ,  

sh a l l  n o t  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  th e  M in is t ry  u n le s s  th e r e  is  a s s u ra n c e  o f  t h e i r  e x c e p t i o n 

a l g i f t s ,  g o d l in e s s ,  h u m i l i t y ,  m o d e s ty ,  g o o d  in te l l e c t  a n d  d i s c r e t i o n ,  a s  a ls o  g i f ts  

o f  p u b l ic  a d d re s s .

W h e n  s u c h  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  th e  M in is t r y ,  th e  C lass is  ( i f  th e  

R e g io n a l  S y n o d  a p p r o v e )  sh a ll  f i r s t  e x a m in e  t h e m ,  a n d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  th e  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  e x a m in a t io n  l e t  th e m  p r iv a te ly  s p e a k  a  w o r d  o f  e d i f i c a t io n  f o r  

s o m e  t im e ,  a n d  f u r t h e r  d e a l  w i th  t h e m  as  i t  sh a ll  d e e m  e d i f y in g ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  

g e n e ra l  r e g u la t io n s  a d o p te d  b y  th e  C h u r c h e s  f o r  th is  p u r p o s e .

A r t .  9  N o v ic e s ,  p r i e s ts ,  m o n k s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  h a v e  l e f t  s o m e  s e c t ,  s h a l l  n o t  b e  

a d m i t t e d  t o  th e  M in is t r y  e x c e p t  w i th  g r e a t  c a u t io n  a n d  c a r e f u ln e s s ,  a n d  a ls o  a f t e r  

h a v in g  b e e n  w e ll  t e s te d  f o r  s o m e  t im e .

A r t .  1 0  A  M in is te r ,  o n c e  l a w fu l ly  c a l le d ,  m a y  n o t  le a v e  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n  w i th  w h ic h  h e  

is c o n n e c t e d ,  t o  a c c e p t  a  c a ll  e ls e w h e r e ,  w i t h o u t  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  C o n s i s to r y ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i th  th e  D e a c o n s ,  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  C la s s is ;  l ik e w ise  n o  

o t h e r  C h u r c h  m a y  re c e iv e  h im  u n t i l  h e  h a s  p r e s e n te d  a  p r o p e r  c e r t i f i c a te  o f  

d is m is s a l  f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a n d  th e  C la ss is  w h e re  h e  s e rv e d .

A r t .  11 O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  C o n s i s to r y ,  r e p re s e n t in g  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  sh a l l  a ls o  b e  

b o u n d  t o  p ro v id e  f o r  th e  p r o p e r  s u p p o r t  o f  i ts  M in is te r s ,  a n d  sh a l l  n o t  d ism is s  

th e m  w i t h o u t  th e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  a p p r o b a t io n  o f  th e  C la s s is  a n d  o f  th e  d e p u t i e s  

o f  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d .

A r t .  1 2  I n a s m u c h  a s  a  M in is te r  o f  th e  W o rd ,  o n c e  l a w fu l ly  c a l le d  a s  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e ,  is 

b o u n d  t o  th e  se rv ic e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  f o r  l i f e ,  h e  is  n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  e n t e r  u p o n  

a n o th e r  v o c a t io n ,  e x c e p t  f o r  g r e a t  a n d  w e ig h ty  re a s o n s ,  w h ic h  th e  C la ss is  sh a ll  

n o t e  a n d  ju d g e ;  w h ic h  j u d g m e n t  th e  C la s s is  sh a ll  n o t  p a s s  w i t h o u t  t h e  k n o w le d g e  

a n d  a p p r o b a t io n  o f  t h e  D e p u t ie s  o f  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d .

A r t .  13  M in is te r s ,  w h o  b y  r e a s o n  o f  a g e , s ic k n e s s ,  o r  o th e r w is e ,  a re  r e n d e r e d  in c a p a b le  o f  

p e r f o r m in g  th e  d u t ie s  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  sh a ll  n e v e r th e le s s  r e ta in  th e  h o n o u r  a n d  

t i t l e  o f  a  M in is te r ,  a n d  th e  C h u r c h  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  s e rv e d  sh a l l  p r o v id e  h o n o u r 

a b ly  f o r  t h e m  ( l ik e w is e  a ls o  f o r  th e  w id o w s  a n d  o r p h a n s  o f  M in is te r s  in  g e n e ra l) .
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A r t .  14  I f  a n y  M in is te r ,  f o r  th e  a fo re s a id  o r  a n y  o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  is c o m p e l le d  to  d i s c o n t in u e  

h is  se rv ic e  f o r  a  t im e ,  w h ic h  sh a ll  n o t  ta k e  p la c e  w i t h o u t  th e  a d v ic e  o f  th e  

C o n s i s to r y ,  h e  sh a ll n e v e r th e le s s  a t  all t im e s  b e  a n d  re m a in  s u b je c t  t o  th e  c a ll o f  

th e  C o n g r e g a t io n .

A r t .  15 N o  o n e ,  n e g le c t in g  th e  M in is t ry  o f  h is  C h u r c h  o r  b e in g  w i t h o u t  a f ix e d  c h a rg e ,  

sh a ll  be  p e r m i t t e d  to  p r e a c h  in d is c r im in a te ly  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  a n d  a u t h o r 

i z a t io n  o f  S y n o d  o r  C lass is . L ik e w is e ,  n o  o n e  sh a ll  b e  p e r m i t t e d  to  p r e a c h  o r  

a d m in i s te r  t h e  S a c r a m e n ts  in  a n o th e r  C h u r c h  w i t h o u t  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  C o n 

s i s to r y  o f  t h a t  C h u rc h .

A r t .  16 T h e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  M in is te r s  is to  c o n t in u e  in  p r a y e r  a n d  in  th e  m in i s t r y  o f  th e  

W o rd ,  t o  d is p e n s e  th e  S a c r a m e n ts ,  t o  w a tc h  o v e r  th e i r  b r e th r e n ,  th e  E ld e r s  a n d  

D e a c o n s ,  as w e ll a s  o v e r  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  a n d  f in a l ly ,  w i th  t h e  E ld e r s ,  to  

e x e rc is e  C h u r c h  d is c ip l in e  a n d  to  see  to  i t  t h a t  e v e r y th in g  is d o n e  h o n o u r a b ly  

a n d  in  g o o d  o r d e r .

A r t .  17 A m o n g  th e  M in is te r s  o f  th e  W o rd  e q u a l i ty  sh a ll  b e  m a in t a in e d  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  

th e  d u t ie s  o f  t h e i r  o f f ic e  a n d  a lso  in  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  a s  f a r  as p o s s ib le  a c c o r d in g  to  

th e  j u d g m e n t  o f  th e  C o n s i s to r y ,  a n d  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  o f  th e  C la s s is ;  w h ic h  e q u a l i ty  

sh a ll  a ls o  b e  m a in t a in e d  a m o n g  th e  E ld e r s  a n d  th e  D e a c o n s .

A r t .  18 T h e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  D o c to r s  o r  P ro fe s s o r s  o f  T h e o lo g y  is t o  e x p o u n d  th e  H o ly  

S c r ip tu r e  a n d  to  v in d ic a te  th e  s o u n d  d o c t r in e  a g a in s t  h e r e s ie s  a n d  e r ro r s .

A r t .  19  T h e  C h u r c h e s  sh a ll  e x e r t  th e m s e lv e s ,  as f a r  as n e c e s s a r y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  s t u d e n t s  o f  

th e o lo g y  w h o  a re  s u p p o r t e d  b y  th e m .

A r t .  2 0  I n  t h e  C h u r c h e s  w h e re  th e r e  a re  p e r s o n s  w h o  a c c o r d in g  to  A r t ic le  8 h a v e  b e e n  

ju d g e d  c o m p e t e n t  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  th e  M in is t ry  o f  t h e  W o rd ,  i t  m a y  b e  

a r r a n g e d  t h a t  f o r  t h e i r  t r a in in g  th e y  s p e a k  a n  e d if y in g  w o rd .

A r t .  21  T h e  C o n s i s to r ie s  e v e r y w h e r e  sh a ll  see  to  i t  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  g o o d  t e a c h e r s  w h o  sh a ll 

n o t  o n ly  t e a c h  th e  c h i ld r e n  r e a d in g ,  w r i t in g ,  la n g u a g e s ,  a n d  a r t s ,  b u t  a lso  i n s t r u c t  

t h e m  in  g o d l in e s s  a n d  th e  C a te c h is m .

A r t .  2 2  T h e  E ld e r s  sh a l l  b e  c h o s e n  b y  th e  j u d g m e n t  o f  th e  C o n s i s to r y  a n d  th e  D e a c o n s ,  

a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  r e g u la t io n s  t h a t  a re  in  u se  lo c a l ly  o r  t h a t  a re  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  

e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  th e  C o n s i s to r y .  In  p u r s u a n c e  o f  th e s e  r e g u la t io n s  e v e ry  C h u r c h  

sh a l l  b e  a t  l ib e r t y ,  a c c o r d in g  to  i ts  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  to  g ive  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  

C o n g r e g a t io n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  to  s u i ta b le  p e r s o n s ;  a n d  f u r t h e r  

t o  p r e s e n t  t o  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n  f o r  e le c t io n  a s  m a n y  E ld e r s  as a re  n e e d e d ,  in 

o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y ,  a f t e r  b e in g  a p p r o v e d  a n d  a g re e d  u p o n  b y  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n  ( a n d  

u n le s s  a n y  o b s ta c le  a r is e )  b e  in s ta l le d  w i th  p u b l ic  p r a y e r s  a n d  s t i p u la t io n s ;  o r  

p r e s e n t  a  d o u b le  n u m b e r  t o  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n  a n d  th e r e u p o n  in s ta l l  th e  o n e - h a l f  

c h o s e n  b y  i t ,  in  th e  a f o r e s a id  m a n n e r ,  a g re e a b ly  t o  th e  F o r m  in  u s e  f o r  th is  

p u r p o s e .

A r t .  2 3  T h e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  E ld e r s ,  in  a d d i t i o n  to  w h a t  w a s  sa id  a b o v e  in  A r t ic le  16  t o  b e  

t h e i r  d u t y  in  c o m m o n  w i th  th e  M in is te r s  o f  th e  W o rd ,  is  t o  t a k e  h e e d  t h a t  th e  

M in is te r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  th e i r  f e l lo w -E ld e r s  a n d  D e a c o n s ,  f a i t h f u l ly  d is c h a rg e  

t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  a n d  d o  th e  w o r k  o f  v is i t in g  a s  t im e  a n d  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  m a y  d e m a n d  

f o r  t h e  e d i f i c a t io n  o f  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n  b o t h  b e f o r e  a n d  a f te r  th e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r ,  

in  o r d e r  p a r t i c u l a r ly  t o  c o m f o r t  a n d  in s t r u c t  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  

a n d  a ls o  t o  e x h o r t  o th e r s  in  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  C h r i s t ia n  R e lig io n .
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A r t .  2 4  In  t h e  e le c t i o n ,  a p p r o b a t io n ,  a n d  o r d i n a t i o n  o f  th e  D e a c o n s  th e  sa m e  m a n n e r  

sh a l l  b e  f o l lo w e d  a s  w a s  s t a t e d  c o n c e r n in g  th e  E ld e r s .

A r t .  2 5  T h e  o f f ic e  p e c u l ia r  t o  t h e  D e a c o n s  is d i l ig e n t ly  t o  c o l l e c t  a lm s  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t r i 

b u t io n s  o f  c h a r i t y ,  a n d  a f t e r  m u tu a l  c o u n s e l ,  f a i t h f u l ly  a n d  d i l ig e n t ly  t o  

d i s t r ib u t e  th e  sa m e  t o  t h e  p o o r ,  n o t  o n ly  t o  th o s e  w h o  b e lo n g  t o  t h e  C o n g re g a 

t io n  b u t  a ls o  t o  s t r a n g e r s ,  a s  t h e i r  n e e d s  m a y  r e q u ir e  i t ;  t o  v is i t  a n d  c o m f o r t  th e  

d is t r e s s e d  a n d  t o  e x e rc is e  c a re  t h a t  th e  a lm s  a re  n o t  m is u s e d ;  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  sh a ll  

r e n d e r  a n  a c c o u n t  in  th e  C o n s i s to r y ,  a n d  a ls o  ( i f  a n y o n e  d e s ire s  t o  b e  p r e s e n t )  

b e f o re  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  a t  s u c h  a  t im e  as t h e  C o n s i s to r y  m a y  see  f i t .

A r t .  2 6  In  p la c e s  w h e re  o th e r s  a re  d e v o tin g  th e m s e lv e s  t o  th e  c a re  o f  th e  p o o r ,  th e  

D e a c o n s  sh a ll e n d e a v o u r  t o  m a in ta in  g o o d  r e la t io n s  w i th  th e m  t o  th e  e n d  th a t  

th e  a lm s  m a y  a ll th e  b e t t e r  b e  d i s t r ib u t e d  a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  g r e a te s t  n e e d .

A r t .  2 7  T h e  E ld e r s  a n d  D e a c o n s  sh a l l  se rv e  tw o  o r  m o r e  y e a r s  a c c o r d in g  to  lo c a l  r e g u la 

t io n s ,  a n d  a  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  n u m b e r  sh a ll  r e t i r e  e a c h  y e a r .  T h e  r e t i r in g  o f f i c e 

b e a r e r s  sh a ll  b e  s u c c e e d e d  b y  o t h e r s  u n le s s  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  a n d  th e  w e l l-b e in g  

o f  a n y  C h u r c h ,  in  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  A r t i c le s  2 2  a n d  2 4 ,  r e n d e r  a r e - e le c t io n  

a d v is a b le .

A r t .  2 8  A s th e  o f f ic e  o f  C h r i s t ia n  c iv il A u th o r i t i e s  is  t o  p r o m o te  in  e v e ry  w a y  th e  H o ly  

M in is t ry ,  to  c o m m e n d  th e  sa m e  t o  t h e i r  s u b je c t s  b y  th e i r  o w n  e x a m p le ,  a n d  

w h e n e v e r  n e e d  a r is e s  t o  le n d  a  h e lp in g  h a n d  t o  th e  M in is te r s ,  E ld e r s ,  a n d  

D e a c o n s ,  a n d  to  p r o t e c t  t h e m  in  t h e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  t h e i r  g o o d  o r d e r ,  so  a ll 

M in is te r s ,  E ld e r s ,  a n d  D e a c o n s  a re  in  d u t y  b o u n d  d i l ig e n t ly  a n d  s in c e re ly  to  

im p re s s  u p o n  th e  w h o le  C o n g r e g a t io n  th e  o b e d ie n c e ,  lo v e ,  a n d  r e s p e c t  w h ic h  is 

d u e  t o  c iv il A u th o r i t i e s ;  a n d  a ll o f f ic e - b e a r e r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  sh a ll  s e t  a  g o o d  

e x a m p le  in  th is  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  a n d  e n d e a v o u r  b y  d u e  r e s p e c t  a n d  

c o m m u n ic a t io n  t o  s e c u re  a n d  r e ta in  th e  fa v o u r  o f  th e  c iv il A u th o r i t i e s  to w a rd s  

t h e  C h u r c h ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t ,  e a c h  d o in g  h is  d u ty  in  th e  f e a r  o f  th e  L o r d ,  all 

s u s p ic io n  a n d  d i s t r u s t  m a y  b e  p r e v e n te d ,  a n d  g o o d  h a r m o n y  m a y  b e  m a in t a in e d  

f o r  t h e  w e lfa re  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s .

O F  T H E  E C C L E S IA S T IC A L  A S S E M B L IE S

A r t .  2 9  F o u r  k in d s  o f  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  a s s e m b lie s  sh a ll b e  m a in t a in e d :  th e  C o n s i s to r y ,  th e  

C la s s is , th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d ,  a n d  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d .

A r t .  3 0  In  th e s e  a s s e m b lie s  n o  o t h e r  th a n  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  m a t t e r s  sh a ll  b e  t r a n s a c te d  a n d  

t h a t  in  a n  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  m a n n e r .  In  m a jo r  a s s e m b lie s  o n ly  s u c h  m a t t e r s  sh a l l  be  

d e a l t  w i th  a s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  f in is h e d  in  m in o r  a s s e m b lie s ,  o r  s u c h  a s  p e r ta in  t o  th e  

C h u r c h e s  o f  th e  m a jo r  a s s e m b ly  in  c o m m o n .

A r t .  31 I f  a n y o n e  c o m p la in s  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  w r o n g e d  b y  th e  d e c is io n  o f  th e  m in o r  

a s s e m b ly ,  h e  sh a ll h a v e  th e  r ig h t  to  a p p e a l  t o  a  m a jo r  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  a s s e m b ly ,  a n d  

w h a te v e r  m a y  b e  a g re e d  u p o n  b y  a  m a jo r i ty  v o te  sh a ll b e  c o n s id e r e d  s e t t l e d  a n d  

b in d in g ,  u n le s s  it  b e  p r o v e d  t o  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  o r  w i th  th e  a r t ic le s  

d e c id e d  u p o n  in  th is  G e n e ra l  S y n o d ,  a s  lo n g  as th e y  a re  n o t  c h a n g e d  b y  a n o th e r  

G e n e r a l  S y n o d .

A r t .  3 2  T h e  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  a ll a s s e m b lie s  sh a ll  b e g in  b y  c a ll in g  u p o n  th e  N a m e  o f  G o d  

a n d  be  c lo s e d  w i th  th a n k s g iv in g .



A r t .  3 3  T h o s e  w h o  a re  d e le g a te d  t o  t h e  a s s e m b lie s  sh a ll  b r in g  w i th  th e m  th e i r  c r e d e n t ia ls  

a n d  in s t r u c t io n s ,  s ig n e d  b y  th o s e  s e n d in g  th e m ,  a n d  th e y  sh a ll  h a v e  a  v o te  in  a ll 

m a t t e r s ,  e x c e p t  s u c h  a s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  c o n c e r n  t h e i r  p e r s o n s  o r  C h u r c h e s .

A r t .  3 4  I n  a ll a s s e m b lie s  th e r e  sh a ll  b e  n o t  o n ly  a  p r e s id e n t ,  b u t  a ls o  a  c le r k  t o  k e e p  a 

f a i t h f u l  r e c o r d  o f  a ll  th in g s  w o r th y  t o  b e  r e c o r d e d .

A r t .  3 5  T h e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  is  to  s t a te  a n d  e x p la in  th e  b u s in e s s  to  b e  t r a n s a c te d ,  

t o  see  t o  i t  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  o b s e rv e  d u e  o r d e r  in  s p e a k in g ,  t o  s i le n c e  t h e  c a p t io u s  

a n d  th o s e  w h o  a re  v e h e m e n t  in  s p e a k in g ;  a n d  t o  p r o p e r ly  d is c ip l in e  t h e m  i f  t h e y  

r e fu s e  t o  l i s te n .  F u r t h e r m o r e  h is  o f f ic e  sh a ll  c e a se  w h e n  th e  a s s e m b ly  h a s  b e e n  

e n d e d .

A r t .  3 6  T h e  C la ss is  h a s  th e  s a m e  j u r i s d ic t io n  o v e r  th e  C o n s i s to r y  a s  t h e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  

h a s  o v e r  t h e  C lass is  a n d  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  o v e r  t h e  R e g io n a l .

A r t .  3 7  I n  a ll  C h u r c h e s  th e r e  sh a ll  b e  a  C o n s i s to r y  c o m p o s e d  o f  th e  M in is te r s  o f  th e  

W o rd  a n d  t h e  E ld e r s ,  w h o ,  a t  l e a s t  in  la rg e r  C o n g r e g a t io n s ,  sh a ll  a s  a  ru le  m e e t  

o n c e  a  w e e k .  T h e  M in is te r  o f  th e  W o rd  ( o r  th e  M in is te r s ,  i f  th e r e  b e  m o r e  t h a n  

o n e ,  in  t u r n )  sh a ll  p r e s id e  a n d  r e g u la te  th e  p ro c e e d in g s .

A r t .  3 8  In  p la c e s  w h e re  t h e  C o n s i s to r y  is to  b e  c o n s t i t u t e d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  o r  a n e w ,  th is  

sh a ll  n o t  t a k e  p la c e  e x c e p t  w i th  t h e  a d v ic e  o f  t h e  C la s s is . A n d  w h e re v e r  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  E ld e r s  is  s m a ll  th e  D e a c o n s  m a y  b e  a d d e d  t o  th e  C o n s i s to r y  b y  lo c a l  

r e g u la t i o n ;  th is  sh a l l  in v a r ia b ly  b e  d o n e  w h e re  th e  n u m b e r  is le s s  th a n  th r e e .

A r t .  3 9  P la c e s  w h e r e  a s  y e t  n o  C o n s i s to r y  c a n  b e  c o n s t i t u t e d  sh a ll  b e  p la c e d  b y  th e  

C la s s is  u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  a  n e ig h b o u r in g  C o n s i s to r y .

A r t .  4 0  L ik e w is e  th e  D e a c o n s  sh a l l  m e e t ,  w h e re v e r  n e c e s s a r y ,  e v e ry  w e e k  t o  t r a n s a c t  th e  

b u s in e s s  p e r ta in in g  t o  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  c a l l in g  u p o n  th e  N a m e  o f  G o d ;  w h e r e u n to  th e  

M in is te r s  sh a l l  t a k e  g o o d  h e e d  a n d  i f  n e c e s s a ry  t h e y  sh a ll  b e  p r e s e n t .

A r t .  4 1  T h e  c la s s ic a l  m e e t in g s  sh a ll  c o n s i s t  o f  n e ig h b o u r in g  C h u r c h e s  t h a t  r e s p e c t iv e ly  

d e le g a te ,  w i th  p r o p e r  c r e d e n t ia ls ,  a  M in is te r  a n d  a n  E ld e r  t o  m e e t  a t  s u c h  t im e  

a n d  p la c e  a s  w a s  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  p r e v io u s  c la s s ic a l m e e t in g .  S u c h  m e e t in g s  

s h a l l  b e  h e ld  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  in  th r e e  m o n th s ,  u n le s s  g r e a t  d is t a n c e s  r e n d e r  th is  

in a d v is a b le .  I n  th e s e  m e e t in g s  t h e  M in is te r s  sh a ll  p r e s id e  in  r o t a t i o n ,  o r  o n e  sh a ll  

b e  c h o s e n  t o  p r e s id e ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  sa m e  M in is te r  sh a ll  n o t  b e  c h o s e n  tw ic e  in  

s u c c e s s io n .

F u r t h e r m o r e  t h e  p r e s id e n t  s h a l l ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  th in g s ,  p r e s e n t  th e  f o l lo w in g  

q u e s t io n s  t o  a ll  d e le g a te s :  w h e th e r  in  th e i r  C h u r c h e s  th e  C o n s i s to r y  m e e t s  re g 

u l a r ly ;  w h e r e  th e  C h u r c h  d is c ip l in e  is e x e r c is e d ;  w h e t h e r  th e  p o o r  a n d  s c h o o ls  a re  

c a r e d  f o r ;  a n d  l a s t ly ,  w h e th e r  th e r e  is a n y  m a t t e r  in  w h ic h  th e y  n e e d  th e  

j u d g m e n t  a n d  h e lp  o f  th e  C la ss is  f o r  th e  p r o p e r  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e i r  C h u r c h .

A n d  f in a l ly ,  a t  th e  la s t  m e e t in g  b e f o re  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d ,  d e le g a te s  sh a ll  b e  

c h o s e n  t o  a t t e n d  s a id  S y n o d .

A r t .  4 2  W h e re  th e r e  a re  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  M in is te r  in  a  C h u r c h ,  a lso  th o s e  n o t  d e le g a te d  

a c c o r d in g  to  th e  a f o re g o in g  a r t ic le  sh a l l  h a v e  th e  r ig h t  t o  a t t e n d  C lass is  w i th  

a d v is o ry  v o te .
A r t .  4 3  A t t h e  c lo se  o f  t h e  c la ss ic a l a n d  o t h e r  m a jo r  a s s e m b lie s ,  c e n s u re  sh a ll b e  e x e r 

c is e d  o v e r  th o s e  w h o  in  th e  m e e t in g  h a v e  d o n e  s o m e th in g  w o r t h y  o f  p u n i s h m e n t ,  

o r  w h o  h a v e  s c o r n e d  th e  a d m o n i t io n  o f  th e  m in o r  a s s e m b lie s .
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A r t .  4 4  T h e  C la s s is  sh a l l  a ls o  a u th o r i z e  a t  l e a s t  tw o  o f  h e r  o ld e s t ,  m o s t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  

c o m p e t e n t  M in is te r s  t o  v is i t  a ll t h e  C h u r c h e s  in  th e  c i t ie s  a s  w e ll  a s  in  r u r a l  

d i s t r ic t s  o n c e  a  y e a r ,  u n le s s  t h e  g r e a t  d is t a n c e s  r e n d e r  t h i s  in a d v is a b le ,  a n d  t o  

t a k e  h e e d  w h e th e r  t h e  M in is te r s ,  C o n s i s to r ie s ,  a n d  s c h o o l te a c h e r s  f a i t h f u l ly  p e r 

f o r m  th e  d u t ie s  o f  th e i r  o f f i c e ,  a d h e r e  t o  th e  s o u n d  d o c t r i n e ,  o b s e rv e  in  a ll t h in g s  

t h e  a d o p te d  o r d e r ,  a n d  p r o p e r l y  p r o m o te  a s  m u c h  a s  lie s  in  t h e m ,  t h r o u g h  w o r d  

a n d  d e e d ,  t h e  u p b u i ld in g  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  a n d  a ls o  o f  th e  y o u t h ,  t o  th e  e n d  

t h a t  t h e y  m a y  in  g o o d  t im e  f r a t e r n a l ly  a d m o n is h  th o s e  w h o  a re  f o u n d  t o  b e  

n e g l ig e n t  in  a n y th in g ,  a n d  m a y  b y  th e i r  a d v ic e  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  h e lp  d i r e c t  a ll 

th in g s  u n t o  th e  p e a c e ,  u p b u i ld in g ,  a n d  g r e a te s t  p r o f i t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s  a n d  

S c h o o ls .  A n d  e a c h  C la s s is  m a y  c o n t i n u e  th e s e  v is i to r s  in  s e rv ic e  a s  lo n g  a s  i t  se e s  

f i t ,  e x c e p t  w h e n  th e  v is i to r s  th e m s e lv e s  r e q u e s t  t o  b e  r e le a s e d  f o r  r e a s o n s  a b o u t  

w h ic h  th e  C la s s is  sh a l l  ju d g e .

A r t .  4 5  I t  sh a ll  b e  t h e  d u t y  o f  th e  C h u r c h  in  w h ic h  th e  C la s s is  a n d  l ik e w is e  t h e  R e g io n a l  

o r  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  m e e t s  t o  f u r n i s h  th e  f o l lo w in g  m e e t in g  w i th  th e  A c ts  o f  th e  

p r e c e d in g  o n e .

A r t .  4 6  I n s t r u c t i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  m a t t e r s  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  in  m a jo r  a s s e m b lie s  sh a ll  n o t  b e  

w r i t t e n  u n t i l  t h e  d e c is io n s  o f  p r e v io u s  S y n o d s  t o u c h in g  th e s e  m a t t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  

r e a d ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  w h a t  w a s  o n c e  d e c id e d  b e  n o t  a g a in  p r o p o s e d ,  u n le s s  a  

r e v is io n  b e  d e e m e d  n e c e s s a ry .

A r t .  4 7  E v e ry  y e a r  ( o r  i f  n e e d  b e  m o re  o f t e n )  s o m e  n e ig h b o u r in g  C la s se s , a s  m u c h  a s  

p o s s ib le  b e lo n g in g  t o  t h e  s a m e  P r o v in c e ,  sh a ll  m e e t ,  t o  w h ic h  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  

e a c h  C la s s is  sh a l l  d e le g a te  tw o  M in is te r s  a n d  tw o  E ld e r s ,  w h ic h  n u m b e r  m a y  b e  

s e t  a t  th r e e  b y  a  S y n o d  w h ic h  c o n s is t s  o f  o n ly  th r e e  o r  f o u r  C la sse s . I f  t h e  r e g io n  

o f  t h e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  c o n s is t s  o f  tw o  c la s s ic a l  d i s t r ic t s  th e  n u m b e r  o f  d e le g a te s  

sh a l l  b e  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  M in is te r s  a n d  th r e e  E ld e r s .  A t t h e  c lo se  o f  b o t h  th e  

R e g io n a l  a n d  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  so m e  C h u r c h  sh a ll  b e  e m p o w e r e d  t o  d e te r m in e  

w i th  th e  a d v ic e  o f  C la ss is  th e  t im e  a n d  p la c e  o f  th e  n e x t  S y n o d .

A r t .  4 8  E a c h  S y n o d  sh a ll  b e  a t  l ib e r ty  to  s o l ic i t  a n d  m a in ta in  c o n ta c t  w i th  i ts  n e ig h 

b o u r in g  S y n o d  o r  S y n o d s  in  s u c h  m a n n e r  as th e y  sh a ll  j u d g e  m o s t  c o n d u c iv e  to  

g e n e ra l  e d i f i c a t io n .

A r t .  4 9  E a c h  S y n o d  sh a ll  a ls o  d e le g a te  so m e  t o  e x e c u te  e v e r y th in g  o r d a in e d  b y  S y n o d  

a n d  in  c a se  o f  d i f f ic u l t i e s  t o  e x t e n d  h e lp  to  th e  C lasse s . T h is  s h o u ld  b e  d o n e  in  

s u c h  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  a s  f a r  as p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  v a r io u s  m a t t e r s  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  o f  

d e p u t i e s  a re  a p p o in t e d .  A t  le a s t  tw o  o r  th r e e  o f  th e s e  d e p u t i e s  sh a l l  a ls o  s u p e r 

v ise  a ll  p e r e m p to r y  e x a m in a t io n s  o f  f u tu r e  M in is te r s .  A n d  a ll th o s e  d e p u t i e s  sh a ll 

k e e p  p r o p e r  r e c o r d  o f  a ll th e i r  a c t i o n s  t o  r e p o r t  t h e r e o f  t o  S y n o d ,  a n d  i f  d e 

m a n d e d ,  t o  g iv e  a c c o u n t  o f  th e s e  a c t io n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e y  sh a ll  n o t  b e  d is 

c h a rg e d  f r o m  th e i r  se rv ic e  b e f o re  a n d  u n t i l  S y n o d  i t s e l f  d is c h a rg e s  th e m .

A r t .  5 0  T h e  N a t io n a l  S y n o d  sh a ll  o r d in a r i ly  b e  h e ld  o n c e  e v e ry  th r e e  y e a r s  (u n le s s  th e r e  

is  a n  u r g e n t  r e a s o n  to  c o n v e n e  o n e  s o o n e r ) .  E a c h  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  sh a ll  d e le g a te  

f o u r  M in is te r s  a n d  f o u r  E ld e r s .  F u r t h e r ,  th e  C h u r c h  w h ic h  is c h a rg e d  w i th  s e t t in g  

th e  t im e  a n d  p la c e  o f  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  sh a ll  d e c id e  a b o u t  th e  t im e  a n d  p la c e  

w i th  t h e  a d v ic e  o r  a p p ro v a l  o f  i ts  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  i f  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  j u d g m e n t  o f  

a  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  th e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  is t o  b e  c o n v e n e d  w i th in  th e  sp a c e  o f  th r e e  

y e a r s .
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( T h e  a r t i c le s  51 a n d  5 2  h a v e  b e e n  d e le t e d .  F o r  c o n v e n ie n c e ’s  s a k e  w e  r e ta in  th e  o r ig in a l

n u m b e r in g  o f  th e  a r t i c le s . )

O F  T H E  D O C T R IN E ; S A C R A M E N T S  A N D  O T H E R  C E R E M O N IE S .

A r t .  5 3  T h e  M in is te r s  o f  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  a n d  lik e w ise  th e  P ro fe s s o r s  o f  T h e o lo g y  ( a n d  

th is  a ls o  b e h o o v e s  th e  o t h e r  P ro fe s s o r s  a n d  S c h o o l te a c h e r s )  sh a ll  s u b s c r ib e  to  th e  

T h r e e  F o r m s  o f  U n i ty  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s ,  a n d  th e  M in is te r s  o f  

th e  W o rd  w h o  re fu s e  t o  d o  so  sh a l l  de fa c to  b e  s u s p e n d e d  f r o m  th e i r  o f f ic e  b y  

th e  C o n s i s to r y  o r  C la ss is  u n t i l  th e y  sh a ll h a v e  g iv en  a  fu l l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e i r  

r e a s o n s ,  a n d  i f  t h e y  o b s t in a t e ly  p e r s i s t  in r e fu s in g ,  t h e y  sh a ll  b e  d e p o s e d  f r o m  

th e i r  o f f i c e .

A r t .  5 4  L ik e w ise  t h e  E ld e r s  a n d  D e a c o n s ,  a n d  th o s e  w h o  b y  a  C la ss is  a re  a d m i t t e d  a s  a 

C a n d id a te  fo r  th e  M in is t r y ,  sh a ll s u b s c r ib e  t o  th e  a f o r e s a id  F o r m s  o f  U n i ty .

A r t .  5 5  T o  w a r d  o f f  fa lse  d o c t r i n e s  a n d  e r ro r s  t h a t  m u l t i p ly  e x c e e d in g ly  t h r o u g h  

h e r e t ic a l  w r i t in g s ,  th e  M in is te r s  a n d  E ld e r s  sh a ll  u se  th e  m e a n s  o f  t e a c h in g ,  o f  

r e f u t a t i o n ,  o f  w a rn in g ,  a n d  o f  a d m o n i t io n ,  as w e ll in  th e  M in is t ry  o f  th e  W o rd  a s  

in  C h r is t ia n  te a c h in g  a n d  in f a m ily -v is it in g .

A r t .  5 6  T h e  C o v e n a n t  o f  G o d  sh a ll  b e  s e a le d  u n t o  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  C h r i s t ia n s  b y  

B a p t i s m ,  a s  s o o n  a s  th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  t h e r e o f  is f e a s ib le ,  a n d  s u c h  in  th e  p u b l ic  

a s s e m b ly  w h e n  th e  W o r d  o f  G o d  is p r e a c h e d .

A r t .  5 7  T h e  M in is te r s  sh a l l  d o  th e i r  b e s t  a n d  w o r k  to  th e  e n d  t h a t  th e  f a th e r  p r e s e n t  h is  

c h i ld  f o r  B a p ti s m .  A n d  in  t h e  C o n g re g a t io n s  w h e re  b e s id e s  th e  f a th e r s  a ls o  g o d 

f a th e r s  o r  w i tn e s s e s  a re  t a k e n  a t  B a p ti s m  (w h ic h  c u s to m ,  b e in g  in  i t s e l f  p e r 

m is s ib le ,  sh a ll  n o t  b e  c h a n g e d  l ig h t ly )  i t  is p r o p e r  t h a t  s u c h  b e  ta k e n  w h o  a d h e re  

to  th e  p u r e  d o c t r in e  a n d  a rc  o f  a  p io u s  c o n d u c t .

A r t .  5 8  In  th e  c e r e m o n y  o f  B a p t i s m ,  b o t h  o f  c h i ld r e n  a n d  o f  a d u l t s ,  th e  M in is te r  sh a ll 

u se  t h e  F o r m s  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  th e  U se  o f  B a p t i s m ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  d r a w n  u p  

f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .

A r t .  5 9  A d u l t s  a re  t h r o u g h  B a p tis m  i n c o r p o r a te d  in to  th e  C h r i s t ia n  C h u r c h  a n d  a c c e p te d  

a s  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  a re  t h e r e f o r e  o b l ig e d  a lso  t o  p a r ta k e  in  th e  L o r d ’s 

S u p p e r ,  w h ic h  th e y  sh a ll  p ro m is e  to  d o  a t  th e i r  B a p tis m .

A r t .  6 0  T h e  n a m e s  o f  th o s e  b a p t i z e d ,  to g e th e r  w i th  th o s e  o f  th e  p a r e n t s  a n d  w i tn e s s e s ,  

a n d  lik e w ise  th e  d a te  o f  B a p t i s m ,  sh a ll  b e  r e c o r d e d .

A r t .  61 N o n e  sh a ll  b e  a d m i t t e d  to  th e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r  e x c e p t  th o s e  w h o ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  

u sa g e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  w i th  w h ic h  th e y  u n i te  th e m s e lv e s ,  h a v e  m a d e  a  p r o f e s s io n  o f  

th e  R e f o r m e d  R e lig io n ,  b e s id e s  b e in g  r e p u te d  to  b e  o f  a  g o d ly  c o n d u c t ,  w i t h o u t  

w h ic h  a ls o  th o s e  w h o  c o m e  f r o m  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s  sh a ll n o t  b e  a d m i t t e d .

A r t .  6 2  E v e ry  C h u r c h  sh a ll  a d m in i s t e r  th e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r  in  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  a s  i t  sh a ll  

ju d g e  m o s t  c o n d u c iv e  t o  e d i f i c a t io n ;  p r o v id e d  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  th e  o u tw a r d  

c e r e m o n ie s  a s  p r e s c r ib e d  in  G o d ’s  W o rd  b e  n o t  c h a n g e d  a n d  t h a t  a ll s u p e r s t i t i o n  

b e  a v o id e d ,  a n d  t h a t  a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  s e rm o n  a n d  th e  u s u a l  p r a y e r s ,  th e  

F o r m  fo r  th e  A d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r  w i th  th e  p r a y e r  f o r  t h a t  

p u r p o s e ,  sh a ll  b e  re a d .

A r t .  6 3  T h e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r  sh a ll  b e  a d m in i s te r e d  a t  lea s t e v e r  tw o  o r  th r e e  m o n th s .

A r t .  0 4  T h e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r  sh a ll ta k e  p la c e  o n ly  w h e re  th e r e  is 

s u p e rv is io n  o f  E ld e r s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  o r d e r  a n d  in a  p u b l ic  g a th e r 

in g  o f  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n .
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A r t .  6 5  F u n e r a l  s e r m o n s  o r  f u n e ra l  se rv ic e s  sh a ll  n o t  b e  i n s t i t u t e d .

A r t .  6 6  In  t im e  o f  w a r ,  p e s t i l e n c e ,  g e n e ra l  c a la m i t ie s ,  a n d  o t h e r  g r e a t  a f f l i c t i o n s ,  th e  

p r e s s u re  o f  w h ic h  is f e l t  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  C h u r c h e s ,  a d a y  o f  p r a y e r  sh a ll  b e  

p r o c la im e d  b y  th e  C h u r c h e s  a p p o in t e d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  b y  th e  L a t e s t  G e n e ra l  

S y n o d .

A r t .  6 7  T h e  C h u r c h e s  sh a ll  o b s e rv e ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  th e  S u n d a y ,  a ls o  C h r i s tm a s ,  E a s te r ,  

a n d  P e n te c o s t .  T h e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f  s e c o n d  f e a s t -d a y s  a n d  o f  A s c e n s io n  D a y  is l e f t  

in  th e  f r e e d o m  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s .

A rt .  6 8  T h e  M in is te r s  e v e ry w h e re  sh a ll  o n  S u n d a y ,  o r d in a r i ly  in  th e  a f t e r n o o n  s e rv ic e , 

b r ie f ly  e x p la in  t h e  su m  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  D o c t r in e ,  c o m p r e h e n d e d  in  th e  

C a te c h i s m ,  w h ic h  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  is a c c e p te d  in  th e  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  

C h u r c h e s ,  s o  t h a t  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le  th e  e x p la n a t io n  sh a ll be  a n n u a l ly  c o m 

p le t e d ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  d iv is io n  o f  th e  C a te c h is m  its e l f .

A r t .  6 9  In  th e  C h u r c h e s  th e  1 5 0  P s a lm s  sh a ll b e  s u n g ,  a n d  th e  H y m n s ,  m a in t a in e d  a n d  

a d o p te d  fo r  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  u se  b y  th e  S y n o d  o f  M id d e lb u rg  in  1 9 3 3 .

A r t .  7 0  S in c e  i t  is p r o p e r  t h a t  th e  m a t r im o n ia l  s t a te  b e  c o n f i r m e d  b e f o re  C h r i s t ’s  C h u r c h ,  

a c c o r d in g  to  th e  F o rm  in u se  fo r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  th e  C o n s is to r ie s  sh a ll a t t e n d  t o  i t .

O
1) t h e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f  th is  a r t ic le  is l e f t  in th e  f r e e d o m  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s

( N a t io n a l  S y n o d  o f  H o m e w o o d ,  1 9 5 4 ,  A r t .  7 4 )

O F  T H E  C E N S U R E  A N D  E C C L E S IA S T IC A L  A D M O N IT IO N

A r t .  71 A s C h r is t ia n  d is c ip l in e  is o f  a s p i r i tu a l  n a tu r e ,  a n d  e x e m p t s  n o  o n e  f r o m  c iv il t r ia l  

o r  p u n i s h m e n t  b y  th e  c iv il a u th o r i t i e s ,  so  b e s id e s  c iv il p u n i s h m e n t  th e r e  is  a lso  

n e e d  o f  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  c e n s u re ,  to  r e c o n c i le  th e  s in n e r  w i th  th e  C h u r c h  a n d  h is  

n e ig h b o u r ,  a n d  t o  r e m o v e  th e  o f f e n s e  o u t  o f  th e  C h u r c h  o f  C h r is t .

A r t .  7 2  In  c ase  a n y o n e  s in s  a g a in s t  th e  p u r i ty  o f  d o c t r i n e  o r  p ie ty  o f  c o n d u c t ,  a s  lo n g  as 

th e  sin  is o f  a p r iv a te  c h a r a c t e r ,  n o t  g iv in g  p u b l ic  o f f e n s e ,  th e  ru le  c le a r ly  p r e 

s c r ib e d  b y  C h r is t  in M a t th e w  18 sh a ll b e  fo l lo w e d .

A r t .  7 3  T h e  s e c r e t  s in s  o f  w h ic h  th e  s in n e r  r e p e n t s ,  a f t e r  b e in g  a d m o n is h e d  b y  o n e  

p e r s o n  in  p r iv a te  o r  in  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  tw o  o r  th r e e  w i tn e s s e s ,  sh a l l  n o t  b e  la id  

b e f o re  th e  C o n s i s to r y .

A r t .  7 4  I f  a n y o n e ,  h a v in g  b e e n  a d m o n i s h e d  in  lo v e  c o n c e r n in g  a s e c r e t  s in  b y  tw o  o r  

th r e e  p e r s o n s ,  d o e s  n o t  g iv e  h e e d ,  o r  o th e r w is e  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  a p u b l ic  s in ,  th e  

m a t t e r  sh a ll  b e  r e p o r t e d  to  th e  C o n s i s to r y .

A r t .  7 5  T h e  r e c o n c i l i a t io n  o f  a ll s u c h  s in s  a s  a re  b y  n a tu r e  o f  a  p u b l ic  c h a r a c t e r ,  o r  h a v e  

b e c o m e  p u b l ic  b e c a u s e  th e  a d m o n i t io n s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  w e re  d e s p is e d ,  sh a ll  ta k e  

p la c e  ( u p o n  s u f f i c ie n t  e v id e n c e  o f  r e p e n ta n c e )  in  s u c h  f o r m  a n d  m a n n e r  a s  th e  

C o n s i s to r y  sh a ll  d e e m  c o n d u c iv e  to  th e  e d i f i c a t io n  o f  e a c h  C h u r c h .  W h e th e r  in 

p a r t i c u l a r  c a se s  th is  sh a ll  t a k e  p la c e  in  p u b l ic ,  sh a ll  in  C h u r c h e s  w h e re  th e r e  is 

o n ly  o n e  M in is te r ,  a n d  w h e n  th e r e  is a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  a b o u t  i t  in  th e  

C o n s i s to r y ,  b e  c o n s id e r e d  w i th  th e  a d v ic e  o f  tw o  n e ig h b o u r in g  C h u r c h e s .

A r t .  7 6  W h o s o e v e r  o b s t in a t e ly  r e je c ts  th e  a d m o n i t io n  o f  th e  C o n s i s to r y ,  a n d  l ik e w ise  he  

w h o  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  a p u b l ic  o r  o th e rw is e  g ro s s  s in ,  sh a ll  b e  s u s p e n d e d  f r o m  th e  

L o r d ’s  S u p p e r .  A n d  i f  h e ,  h a v in g  b e e n  s u s p e n d e d ,  a f t e r  r e p e a te d  a d m o n i t io n s ,  

s h o w s  n o  sign  o f  r e p e n ta n c e ,  th e  C o n s i s to r y  sh a ll a t  la s t  p r o c e e d  to  th e  e x t r e m e  

r e m e d y ,  n a m e ly ,  e x c o m m u n ic a t i o n ,  a g re e a b ly  to  th e  F o r m  a d o p te d  f o r  t h a t



p u r p o s e  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d .  B u t  n o  o n e  sh a ll  b e  e x c o m m u n ic a t e d  

e x c e p t  w i th  p r e c e d in g  a d v ic e  o f  C lass is .

A r t .  7 7  A f te r  th e  s u s p e n s io n  f r o m  th e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  f r e q u e n t  a d m o n 

i t i o n s ,  a n d  b e f o re  p r o c e e d in g  t o  e x c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  th e  o b s t in a c y  o f  th e  s in n e r  

sh a l l  b e  p u b l ic ly  m a d e  k n o w n  to  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  th e  o f f e n s e  e x p la in e d  t o 

g e th e r  w i th  th e  c a re  b e s to w e d  u p o n  h im ,  in  r e p r o o f ,  s u s p e n s io n  f r o m  th e  L o r d ’s 

S u p p e r ,  a n d  r e p e a te d  a d m o n i t io n ,  a n d  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n  sh a ll  b e  e x h o r t e d  to  

s p e a k  to  h im  a n d  t o  p r a y  f o r  h im .  T h e re  sh a ll  b e  th r e e  s u c h  a d m o n i t io n s .  In  th e  

f i r s t  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  s in n e r  sh a ll  n o t  b e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  h e  b e  s o m e w h a t  s p a re d .  

In  th e  s e c o n d ,  w i th  th e  a d v ic e  o f  C la s s is , h is  n a m e  sh a ll  b e  m e n t io n e d .  In  th e  

t h i r d  t h e  C o n g r e g a t io n  sh a ll  b e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  (u n le s s  h e  r e p e n t )  h e  w ill  b e  

e x c lu d e d  f r o m  th e  fe l lo w s h ip  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  so  t h a t  h is  e x c o m m u n ic a t i o n ,  in 

c a se  h e  r e m a in s  o b s t i n a t e ,  m a y  ta k e  p la c e  w i th  t h e  t a c i t  a p p r o b a t io n  o f  th e  

C h u r c h .  T h e  in te rv a l  b e tw e e n  th e  a d m o n i t io n s  sh a ll  b e  l e f t  t o  th e  d i s c r e t io n  o f  

th e  C o n s i s to r y .

A r t .  7 8  W h e n e v e r  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  e x c o m m u n ic a t e d  d e s i r e s  to  b e c o m e  r e c o n c i le d  

t o  th e  C h u r c h  in  th e  w a y  o f  p e n i t e n c e ,  i t  sh a ll  f i r s t  b e  a n n o u n c e d  to  th e  C o n 

g r e g a t io n ,  e i t h e r  b e fo re  th e  c e l e b r a t io n  o f  th e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r ,  o r  a t  so m e  o t h e r  

o p p o r t u n e  t im e ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  ( p r o v id e d  n o  o n e  c a n  m e n t io n  a n y th in g  a g a in s t  

h im  t o  th e  c o n t r a r y )  h e  m a y  w i th  p r o f e s s io n  o f  h is  c o n v e r s io n  b e  p u b l ic ly  

r e in s ta t e d ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  F o r m  in  u se  fo r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .

A r t .  7 9  W h e n  M in is te r s  o f  t h e  D iv in e  W o rd ,  E ld e r s  o r  D e a c o n s ,  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  a n y  

p u b l ic ,  g ro s s  s in , w h ic h  is a  d isg ra c e  t o  th e  C h u r c h ,  o r  w o r t h y  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  b y  

th e  c iv il A u t h o r i t i e s ,  th e  E ld e r s  a n d  D e a c o n s  sh a ll  im m e d ia te ly  b y  p r e c e d in g  

s e n te n c e  o f  th e i r  C o n s i s to r y  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  n e a r e s t  C h u r c h ,  b e  s u s p e n d e d  o r  

e x p e l l e d  f r o m  th e i r  o f f i c e ,  b u t  th e  M in is te r s  sh a ll  o n ly  b e  s u s p e n d e d .  W h e th e r  

th e s e  sh a ll  b e  e n t i r e l y  d e p o s e d  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  sh a ll  b e  s u b je c t  to  th e  j u d g m e n t  o f  

t h e  C la s s is ,  w i th  t h e  a d v ic e  o f  th e  D e p u t ie s  o f  th e  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  m e n t i o n e d  in 

A r t i c le  1 1 .

A r t .  8 0  F u r t h e r m o r e  a m o n g  th e  g ro s s  s in s ,  w h ic h  a re  w o r t h y  o f  b e in g  p u n i s h e d  w i th  

s u s p e n s io n  o r  d e p o s i t i o n  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  th e s e  a re  th e  p r in c ip a l  o n e s :  fa lse  d o c t r i n e  

o r  h e r e s y ,  p u b l ic  s c h is m , p u b l ic  b l a s p h e m y ,  s im o n y ,  f a i th le s s  d e s e r t i o n  o f  o f f ic e  

o r  in t r u s io n  u p o n  t h a t  o f  a n o th e r ,  p e r ju r y ,  a d u l t e r y ,  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  t h e f t ,  a c t s  o f  

v io le n c e ,  h a b i tu a l  d r u n k e n n e s s ,  b r a w l in g ,  f i l th y  lu c r e ;  in  s h o r t ,  a ll s in s  a n d  g ro s s  

o f f e n s e s ,  w h ic h  r e n d e r  th e  p e r p e t r a t o r s  in f a m o u s  b e f o re  th e  w o r ld ,  a n d  w h ic h  in 

a n y  p r i v a t e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  C h u r c h  w o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  w o r th y  o f  

e x c o m m u n ic a t i o n .

A r t .  8 1  T h e  M in is te r s  o f  th e  W o rd ,  E ld e r s  a n d  D e a c o n s ,  sh a ll  e x e rc is e  C h r i s t ia n  c e n s u re  

a m o n g  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  in  a  f r i e n d ly  s p i r i t  a d m o n is h  o n e  a n o th e r  w i th  r e g a rd  to  

th e  d is c h a rg e  o f  t h e i r  o f f ic e .

A r t .  8 2  T o  th o s e  w h o  d e p a r t  f r o m  th e  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  a n  a t t e s t a t i o n  o r  t e s t im o n y  c o n 

c e r n in g  th e i r  p r o f e s s io n  a n d  c o n d u c t  sh a ll  b e  g iv e n  b y  th e  C o n s i s to r y ,  s ig n e d  b y  

t w o ,  o r  in  t h e  c a se  o f  a t t e s t a t i o n s  g iv e n  u n d e r  th e  sea l o f  th e  C h u r c h ,  s ig n e d  b y  

o n e .

A r t .  8 3  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  to  th e  p o o r ,  d e p a r t in g  f o r  s u f f i c ie n t  r e a s o n s ,  so  m u c h  m o n e y  fo  

t r a v e lin g  sh a l l  b e  g iv e n  b y  th e  D e a c o n s  a s  t h e y  d e e m  a d e q u a te .  T h e  C o n s i s to r j
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a n d  th e  D e a c o n s  s h a ll ,  h o w e v e r ,  see  t o  i t  t h a t  t h e y  b e  n o t  t o o  m u c h  in c l in e d  to  

re lie v e  th e i r  C h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  p o o r  w i th  w h o m  th e y  w o u ld  w i t h o u t  n e c e s s i ty  

b u r d e n  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s .

A r t .  8 4  N o  C h u r c h  sh a l l  in  a n y  w a y  lo r d  i t  o v e r  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s ,  n o  M in is te r  o v e r  o t h e r  

M in is te r s ,  n o  E ld e r  o r  D e a c o n  o v e r  o t h e r  E ld e r s  o r  D e a c o n s .

A r t .  8 5  F o r e ig n  C h u r c h e s  w h o s e  u sa g e s  d i f f e r  f r o m  o u r s  in  n o n - e s s e n t ia l s  sh a ll  n o t  b e  

r e je c te d .

A r t .  8 6  T h e s e  A r t i c le s ,  r e la t in g  t o  th e  la w fu l  o r d e r  o f  th e  C h u r c h ,  h a v e  b e e n  so  d r a f t e d  

a n d  a d o p te d  b y  c o m m o n  a s s e n t ,  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  a n d  o u g h t  t o  b e  a l t e r e d ,  a u g 

m e n t e d  o r  d im in i s h e d ,  i f  th e  p r o f i t  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s  d e m a n d  i t .  H o w e v e r ,  n o  

p a r t i c u l a r  C o n g r e g a t io n ,  C la s s is , o r  S y n o d  sh a l l  b e  a t  l ib e r ty  t o  d o  s o ,  b u t  th e y  

sh a l l  s h o w  a ll  d i lig e n c e  in  o b s e rv in g  t h e m ,  u n t i l  i t  b e  o th e r w is e  o r d a in e d  b y  th e  

G e n e r a l  o r  N a t io n a l  S y n o d .

P .S .

T h e  S y n o d  o f  M id d e lb u rg  1 9 3 3  a d d e d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  o f  D o r t  a n  a r t i c le  t h a t  in  th e  

n e w e r  e d i t i o n s  o f  th e  D u t c h  C h u r c h  O r d e r  h a s  b e e n  i n s e r te d  a s  a r t .  8 4  w h e r e a f t e r  th e  

n u m b e r in g  o f  t h e  la s t  a r t i c le s  f o l lo w s  a s  8 5 ,  8 6  a n d  8 7 .

O u r  C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  a d o p te d  a s  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  o r d e r  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r  

o f  D o r t  a n d  n e v e r  f e l t  th e m s e lv e s  b o u n d  b y  s y n o d ic a l  d e c is io n s  o f  o u r  S i s te r c h u r c h e s  

s in c e  D o r t .  T h e  a r t ic le  o f  M id d e lb u rg  1 9 3 3  h a s  b e e n  l e f t  o u t ,  b u t  h e r e  fo l lo w s  i t s  t r a n s 

l a t i o n  in  th e  E n g lis h  la n g u a g e :

T h e  C h u r c h e s ,  m e e t in g  in  C la s se s , R e g io n a l  S y n o d s ,  a n d  G e n e r a l  S y n o d s ,  f o rm  

to g e t h e r  a s  m a n y  c o r p o r a t e  b o d ie s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  w h a t  b e lo n g s  t o  th e  C h u r c h e s  

r e s p e c t iv e ly  o f  t h a t  C la s s is ,  R e g io n a l  S y n o d  o r  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  in  c o m m o n .  A s 

s u c h  th e y  a re  le g a lly  r e p r e s e n te d  b o t h  b y  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  C la s se s , R e g io n a l  

S y n o d s ,  a n d  G e n e ra l  S y n o d s ,  a n d  b y  th e  D e p u t ie s  w h o  a re  a p p o in t e d ,  i n s t r u c t e d ,  

a n d  d is m is s e d  b y  th o s e  a s s e m b lie s ,  a n d  a re  in a ll t h e i r  a c t i o n s  b o u n d  b y  th e i r  

in s t r u c t io n .

C A N A D IA N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H E S  

S T A T IS T IC S

C L A S S IS  O N T A R IO  N O R T H  

B R A M P T O N , O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g s :  H W Y . 10  (3  m ile s  w e s t  o f  B r a m p to n )

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. P . S c h o o n ,  8  G r e t n a  D r . ,  B r a m p to n ,  O n ta r io  

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  2 4 ,  T o ta l  1 2 1 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e rs :  5 6 .

M in is te r :  v a c a n t .

B U R L IN G T O N , O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  6 0 7  D y n e s  R d . ,  B u r l in g to n ,  O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. B. J .  H a r s e v o o r t ,  1 3 3 5  G r a h a m s  L a n e ,  B u r l in g to n ,  O n ta r io

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  2 0 1 ,  T o ta l :  9 9 3 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e rs :  4 5 9 .

M i n i s t e r s :  G .  V a n D o o r e n ,  M .T h .,  5 4 1  E m e r a ld s t r e e t ,  B u r l in g to n ,  O n ta r io .  D . 

V a n d e r B o o m ,  2 4 3 3  L a k e s h o r e  R d . ,  B u r l in g to n ,  O n ta r io .



F E R G U S - G U E L P H ,  O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  B c ls y d e  R d . ,  F e r g u s ,  O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. H . H u t t e n ,  1 8 5  T o w e r  S t r e e t ,  F e rg u s ,  O n ta r io

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  5 9 ,  T o ta l  m e m b e r s h ip :  3 4 4 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  1 4 1 .

M in is te r :  M . V a n B e v e re n ,  3 5 0  S t .  D a v id  S t r e e t  S o u t h ,  F e r g u s ,  O n ta r io .

M A T H E S O N , O n ta r io

C a n a d ia n  R e f o r m e d  H o u s e  C o n g re g a t io n

A d d re s s :  M r. H . M e tz la r ,  G e n .  D e l . ,  M a th e s o n ,  O n ta r io .M e m b e r s h ip :  F a m il ie s :  4 ,  T o ta l  

m e m b e r s h ip :  3 3 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  9 .

O R A N G E V I L L E ,  O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  C - l in e ,  O ra n g e v i l le ,  O n ta r io

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h :  M r. A . L o d d e r ,  R .R .2 ,  O ra n g e v i l le ,  O n ta r io

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  6 2 ,  T o ta l  m e m b e r s h ip :  3 0 7 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  1 5 3 .

M in is te r :  C . O li j ,  2 2 1  E l i z a b e th  S t r e e t ,  O ra n g e v i l le ,  O n ta r io .

O T T A W A , O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  “ S e v e n th  D a y  A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h ” , C o r n e r  o f  S p e n c e r  &  C a r le to n  

S t r e e t ,  O t t a w a ,  O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. K . J .  W e rk m a n ,  7  M a je s tic  D r . ,  A p t .  1 , O t t a w a ,  O n ta r io .

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  1 5 , T o ta l  m e m b e r s h ip :  7 4 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  3 0 .

M in is te r :  v a c a n t .

T O R O N T O , O n ta r io

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  5 7  C e n t r e  S t r e e t ,  T h o r n h i l l ,  O n ta r io  

A d d r e s s  o f  c h u r c h :  M r. J .  J .  K o n in g ,  2 0 3  D u n c a n  R d . ,  T h o r n h i l l ,  O n ta r io  

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  1 2 8 ,  T o ta l :  5 7 2 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  2 7 9 .

M in is te r :  v a c a n t .

C L A S S IS  O N T A R IO  -  S O U T H  

C H A T H A M , O n ta r io

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  2 1 9  S t .  C la ir  S t r e e t ,  C h a th a m ,  O n ta r io  

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h :  M r. J o h n  V a n D ie r e n ,  2 0  R o s e d a le  D r . ,  C h a th a m ,  O n ta r io  

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  6 1 ,  T o ta l :  3 3 8 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  1 4 9 .

M in is te r :  v a c a n t .

G R A N D  R A P ID S ,  M ic h .,  U .S .A .

A m e r ic a n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  8 5 8  G r a n d v i l le  A v e . S . W ., G r a n d  R a p id s ,  M ic h ig a n

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. W m . H . H a a n ,  2 0 5 6  - 1 0 0  S t r .  S . W ., B y ro n  C e n t r e ,  M ic h . ,  U .S .A .

4 9 3 1 5 .

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  3 4 ,  T o ta l :  1 6 3 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  7 9 .

M in is te r :  A . B. R o u k e m a ,  8 3 4  W o rd e n  S . E . ,  G r a n d  R a p id s ,  M ic h . 4 9 5 0 7 ,  U .S .A . 

H A M IL T O N , O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  1 6 6  - 1 6 8  W est A v e . N o r t h ,  H a m il to n ,  O n ta r io .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  R e v . W . L o o p s t r a ,  8 5 9  S c e n ic  D r . ,  H a m il to n  4 3 ,  O n ta r io .

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  6 4 ,  T o ta l :  3 3 3 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  1 5 2 .

M in is te r :  W . L o o p s t r a ,  8 5 9  S c e n ic  D r . ,  H a m il to n  4 3 ,  O n ta r io .
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L O N D O N , O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  P ilg r im  B lv d .,  4 5 7 - 4 6 5  H o r to n  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n ,  O n ta r io .  

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. H . W e rk m a n ,  4 9 8  G r e y  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n ,  O n ta r io .  

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  1 4 , T o ta l :  9 4 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  3 9 .

M in is te r :  M . V a n d e rW e l,  2 8 1  A d m ira l  D r iv e , L o n d o n ,  O n ta r io .

S M IT H V IL L E , O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  S t a t i o n  S t r e e t ,  S m i th v i l le ,  O n ta r io .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. W . J .  B o o t ,  B o x  6 0 ,  C a m p d e n ,  O n ta r io .

M e m b e r s h ip :  fa m il ie s :  1 3 7 ,  T o ta l :  7 3 9 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  3 0 6 .

M in is te r :  H . S c h o l te n ,  M . T h . ,  S t a t i o n  S t r e e t ,  B o x  7 6 ,  S m i th v i l le ,  O n ta r io .  

W A T F O R D , O n ta r io

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  “ O ld  H ig h w a y  2 2 ” , 4  m ile s  E a s t  o f  W a t f o r d ,  O n ta r io .  

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. M . S m id ,  8 4  O x f o r d  S t r e e t ,  S t r a th r o y ,  O n ta r io .

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  1 9 , T o ta l :  1 0 5 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  4 2 .

M in is te r :  M . V a n d e rW e l,  2 8 1  A d m ira l  D r iv e ,  L o n d o n ,  O n ta r io .

C L A S S IS  A L B E R T A  -  M A N IT O B A  

B A R R H E A D , A lb e r ta

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  C o r n e r  5 0 th  A v e n u e  &  4 8  S t r e e t ,  B a r r h e a d ,  A lb e r ta .  

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. W . V o g e lz a n g ,  B o x  8 7 4 ,  B a r rh e a d ,  A lb e r ta .

M e m b e r s h ip :  fa m il ie s :  1 1 , T o ta l :  5 1 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  2 3 .

M in is te r :  v a c a n t .

C A L G A R Y , A lb e r ta

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  8  A  S t r e e t  &  2 n d  A v e n u e  N . E . ,  C a lg a ry ,  A lb e r ta  

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r. B. L u h o f f ,  4 9 2 8  W o rc h e s te r  D r iv e , S . W ., C a lg a ry ,  A lb e r ta .  

M e m b e r s h ip :  fa m il ie s :  9 ,  T o ta l :  4 5 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e rs :  1 9 .

M in is te r :  v a c a n t .

C A R M A N , M a n i to b a

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  1 1 8  - 4 t h  A v e n u e ,  S . E . ,  C a r m a n ,  M a n i to b a .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  B o x  1 6 4 , C a r m a n ,  M a n i to b a .

M e m b e r s h ip :  fa m il ie s :  4 2 ,  T o ta l :  2 1 4 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e rs :  1 0 3 .

M in is te r :  C . V a n S p r o n s e n ,  B o x  1 6 4 ,  C a r m a n ,  M a n i to b a .

C O A L D A L E , A lb e r ta

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  1 3 1 0  - 2 3 r d  A v e n u e ,  C o a ld a le ,  A lb e r ta .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  B o x  2 1 8 ,  C o a ld a le ,  A lb e r ta .

M e m b e r s h ip :  fa m il ie s :  4 9 ,  T o ta l :  2 3 4 ,  S in g le :  8 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  9 7 .  

M in is te r :  J .  M u ld e r ,  1 6 0 2  - 2 3 r d  A v e n u e ,  P . O . B o x  2 1 8 ,  C o a ld a le ,  A lb e r ta .  

E D M O N T O N , A lb e r ta

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  1 2 9 0 5  - 1 2 2  A v e n u e ,  E d m o n t o n ,  A lb e r ta  

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  R e v . D . D e J o n g ,  1 5 2 2 8  - 8 1  A v e n u e ,  E d m o n t o n ,  A lb e r ta .  

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m ilie s :  1 0 9 , T o ta l :  5 8 0 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e rs :  2 6 1 .

M in is te r :  D . D e J o n g ,  1 5 2 2 8 - 8 1  A v e n u e ,  E d m o n to n  5 1 ,  A lb e r ta .

N E E R L A N D I A , A lb e r ta

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  N e e r la n d ia ,  A lb e r ta

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  M r . S . T u in in g a ,  B o x  5 ,  N e e r la n d ia ,  A lb e r ta .

M e m b e r s h ip :  fa m il ie s :  2 0 ,  T o ta l :  1 0 8 , C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e rs :  5 2 .

M in is te r :  v a c a n t .
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WINNIPEG, Manitoba
A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  5 0 1  N e w to n  A v e n u e ,  W in n ip e g ,  M a n i to b a .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  B o x  1 1 , W in n ip e g  2 5 ,  M a n i to b a .

M e m b e r s h ip :  fa m il ie s :  2 7 ,  T o ta l :  1 8 6 , C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e rs :  6 0 .

M in is te r :  H . A . S te l ,  8 5  E lm w o o d  R o a d ,  W in n ip e g  5 ,  M a n i to b a .

C L A S S IS  P A C IF IC  

A B B O T S F O R D , B .C .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  C o r n e r  M c K e n z ie  &  K in g  R o a d ,  A b b o t s f o r d ,  B .C .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  B o x  6 6 ,  A b b o t s f o r d ,  B .C .

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  6 2 ,  T o ta l :  3 3 7 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e rs :  1 3 5 .

M in is te r :  L . M o e s , K in g  R o a d ,  P . 0 .  B o x  6 6 ,  A b b o t s f o r d ,  B .C .

C L O V E R D A L E , B .C .

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  1 7 4 6 1  - 6 0 t h  A v e n u e ,  C lo v e rd a le ,  B .C .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  W . V a n d e r P o l ,  4 1 4 8  - 1 8 4  S t r e e t ,  R .  R .2 ,  C lo v e rd a le ,  B .C .

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  5 2 ,  T o ta l :  2 9 3 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  1 1 6 .

M in is te r :  v a c a n t .

H O U S T O N , B .C .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  6 t h  S t r e e t ,  H o u s to n ,  B .C .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  B o x  3 6 ,  H o u s to n ,  B .C .

M e m b e r s h ip :  fa m il ie s :  2 0 ,  T o ta l  1 3 1 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e rs :  4 8 .

M in is te r :  v a c a n t .

N E W  W E S T M IN S T E R , B .C .

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  7 2 6  - 1 2 th  S t r e e t ,  N e w -W e s tm in s te r ,  B .C .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h :  B o x  7 0 ,  N e w -W e s tm in s te r ,  B .C .

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  1 0 6 , T o ta l :  5 0 9 ,  S in g le : 1 7 , C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  2 3 8 .

M in is te r :  W . W . J .  V a n O e n e ,  8 2 3  C u m b e r la n d  S t r e e t ,  N e w -W e s tm in s te r ,  B .C .

S M IT H E R S , B .C .

A d d re s s  c h u r c h b u i ld in g :  15 A v e n u e  - D o m in io n  S t r e e t ,  S m i th e r s ,  B .C .

A d d r e s s  c h u r c h :  B o x  2 2 2 9 ,  S m i th e r s ,  B . C .

M e m b e r s h ip :  f a m il ie s :  4 6 ,  T o ta l :  2 4 7 ,  C o n fe s s in g  m e m b e r s :  1 0 0 .

M in is te r :  P . K in g m a , B o x  6 5 4 ,  S m i th e r s ,  B .C .

C O N V E N IN G  C H U R C H  F O R  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A L  S Y N O D :
N e w -W e s tm in s te r .

A d d re s s :  P . O . B o x  7 0 ,  N e w  W e s tm in s te r ,  B .C .

C O M M IT T E E S  A P P O IN T E D  B Y  G E N E R A L  S Y N O D , 1 9 6 8  

B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e :

A d d re s s :  R e v . D . V a n d e r B o o m ,  2 4 3 3  B u r l in g to n ,  O n ta r io .  T e l:  6 3 7 - 8 0 4 7  

C o m m i t te e  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o lle g e :

A d d re s s :  M r. A . H . O o s te r h o f f ,  2 7 7 0  M e a d o w b r o o k  L a n e ,  W in d s o r  1 8 , O n ta r io .  

C o m m i t te e  f o r  s u p p o r t  T h e o l .  S tu d e n t s  ( A r t .  19 C .O .) .

A d d re s s :  R e v . M . V a n B e v e re n ,  3 5 0  D a v id  S t r e e t ,  S o u t h ,  F e r g u s ,  O n ta r io .  T e l :  8 4 3 - 1 6 9 3  

C o m m i t te e  f o r  a n  E n g lis h  C a lv in is t ic  P s a l te r .

A d d re s s :  P .O . B o x  6 6 1 ,  H a m i l to n ,  O n ta r io .
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C o m m i t te e  o n  T r a n s la t io n  H e id e lb e rg  C a te c h is m .

A d d re s s :  R e v . H . A . S te l ,  8 5  E lm w o o d  R d . ,  W in n ip e g  5 ,  M a n i to b a .  T e l:  5 3 3 - 6 8 3 7  

C o m m i t te e  o n  T r a n s la t io n  a n d  R e v is io n  C h u r c h  O rd e r .

A d d re s s :  R e v . H . S c h o l te n ,  B o x  7 6 ,  S m i th v i l le ,  O n ta r io .  T e l:  9 5 7 - 7 4 9 6  

C o m m i t te e  o n  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  C h u r c h e s  A b ro a d .

A d d re s s :  R e v . H . S c h o l te n ,  B o x  7 6 ,  S m i th v i l le ,  O n ta r io .  T e l:  9 5 7 - 7 4 9 6  

C o m m i t te e  o n  C o n t a c t  C h r is t ia n  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h .

A d d re s s :  R e v . G . V a n D o o r e n ,  5 4 !  E m e r a ld  S t r e e t ,  B u r l in g to n ,  O n ta r io .  T e l:  6 3 4 - 5 0 3 2  

C o m m i t te e  o n  C o n ta c t  O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u r c h .

A d d re s s :  R e v . L . S e lle s .

C o m m i t te e  o n  R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s io n .

A d d re s s :  R e v . D . D e J o n g ,  1 5 2 2 8  - 81 A v e .,  E d m o n t o n ,  A lb e r ta .  T e l:  4 8 9 - 3 2 1 0  

C h u r c h  in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  A rc h iv e s :  B u r l in g to n .

A d d re s s :  M r. B. J .  H a r s e v o o r t ,  1 3 3 5  G r a h a m s  L a n e ,  B u r l in g to n ,  O n ta r io .

F in a n c ia l  C o m m i t te e  G e n e ra l  S y n o d  1 9 6 8 .

A d d re s s :  M r. C . L in d h o u t ,  5 9  B y th ia  S t r e e t ,  O ra n g e v i l le ,  O n ta r io .

T H E O L O G IC A L  C O L L E G E  O F  T H E  C A N A D IA N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H E S  

S t a f f

D rs . J .  F a b e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S y s te m a t ic  T h e o l o g y ; P r in c ip a l .

F .  K o u w e n h o v e n ,  M . T h . ,  P ro fe s s o r  o f  O ld  T e s ta m e n t ;  C le rk .

L . S e lle s ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  N e w  T e s ta m e n t ,  D e a n  o f  S tu d e n t s  a n d  R e g is t r a r .

H . S c h o l te n ,  M . T h . ,  L e c tu r e r  C h u r c h  H i s to r y ,  S ta f f - l ib r a r ia n .

G . V a n D o o r e n ,  M . T h . ,  L e c tu r e r  P r a c t ic a l  T h e o lo g y ,  V ic e -p r in c ip a l .

B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s

C le rk :  R e v .  D . V a n d e r B o o m ,  2 4 3 3  L a k e s h o r e  R o a d ,  B u r l in g to n ,  O n ta r io .

C o m m i t te e  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n

C le rk :  M r. A . H . O o s te r h o f f ,  2 7 7 0  M e a d o w b r o o k  L a n e ,  W in d s o r  1 8 , O n ta r io .

T r e a s u r e r :  M r. H . D a n tu m a ,  1 8 6  B u r lo a k  D r iv e , B u r l in g to n ,  O n ta r io .  T e l :  6 3 4 - 8 9 6 6 .
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S i t t in g  ( f r o m  le f t ) :  N . B r o n s e m a ,  R e v . J .  M u ld e r ,  R e v . H . S c h o l te n ,  R e v . W . W . J .  V a n O e n e ,  R e v . M . v a n  B e v e re n , K . S ta m , G . 

D e B o e r .

S ta n d in g  ( f r o m  le f t ) :  R e v . L . M o e s , R e v . G . V a n D o o r e n ,  J .  V a n d e r V e e n ,  R e v . L . S e lle s , R e v . D rs . J .  F a b e r ,  J .  B a re m a n , R e v . H . A . 

S t e l ,  S . T u in in g a ,  J .  K u ik ,  J .  M e d e m b lik .



I N D E X

A c t s ,  L a n g u a g e  o f ,  A r t .  1 2 ;  D a t a  o f  C h u r c h e s  i n c l u d e d  in ,  A r t .  3 0 ;  N u m b e r  t o  b e  s e n t  t o  

C h u r c h e s  a b r o a d ,  A r t .  7 9  ( 3 ) ;  E x e c u t i v e  S e s s io n s ,  A r t .  1 8 8 ;  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f ,  A r t .  
1 8 2 .

A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e s ,  A r t .  6  (g ) .

A g e n d a  o f  S y n o d ,  A r t .  5 .

A p p o i n t m e n t s ,  A r t .  1 8 0 ;  C o n v e n i n g  C h u r c h ,  A r t .  1 8 4 ;  C o m m i t t e e  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

A r t .  1 3 2 ,  1 (1 ) ;  T r e a s u r e r  T h e o l o g i c a l  C o l le g e ,  A r t .  1 3 2 , 1 (2 a ) ;  P r o f e s s o r s ,  A r t .  1 1 8 ,  

1 6 0 ;  L e c t u r e r s ,  A r t .  1 1 8 ;  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  A r t .  1 8 0  ( a ) .

B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  M a n d a t e  o f ,  A r t .  9 1 ,  9 2 ,  1 2 0 ,  1 3 2 ,  I I ,  V I I ,  V I I I ( a ) ,  1 6 0  ( 5 ) ,  1 6 9 ;  

A p p o i n t m e n t  o f ,  A r t .  1 8 0  (a ) .

B o o k  o f  P r a i s e ,  A r t .  8 7 .

C e n t r a l  A d d r e s s  o f  C a n a d i a n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s ,  p r o p o s e d ,  A r t .  1 4 1 .

C h r i s t i a n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  C o n t a c t  w i t h ,  A r t .  1 2 2 ,  1 3 4 ;  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i t h ,  

A r t .  1 8 0 ( h ) .

C h u r c h e s  A b r o a d ,  see  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h .

C h u r c h  O r d e r ,  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  A r t .  1 9  o f ,  A r t .  1 5 5 ,  1 7 2 ;  T r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  R e v is io n  o f .  
A r t .  1 7 9 .

C o l l o q u i u m  ( D o c t u m ) ,  A r t .  1 0 9 ,  11 0 .

C o m m i t t e e  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  N u m b e r  o f  M e m b e r s  o f ,  A r t .  1 1 7 ( b ) ;  A p p o i n t m e n t  o f ,  

A r t .  1 3 2 , 1; I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r ,  A r t .  1 3 2 ,  I I ,  V I I ;  V a c a n c i e s  in ,  A r t .  1 6 9 ( a ) .

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  C h u r c h e s  A b r o a d ,  A r t .  7 9 ;  G u e s t  M i n i s t e r s  f r o m  a b r o a d ,  A r t .  1 10;  

C olloquium  f o r  M i n i s t e r s  c a l l e d  f r o m  a b r o a d .  A r t .  1 0 9 ,  1 1 0 ;  R e q u e s t  t o  s e n d  

p a s t o r a l  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  A r t .  1 7 4 ;  M i n o r i t y  R e p o r t ,  A r t .  4 0 ,  6 6 ,  1 7 3 ;  

F o r w a r d i n g  d e c i s i o n s  re  T r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  t o  C h u r c h e s  a b r o a d .  A r t .  9 1 ;  

R e q u e s t  “ G e r e f o r m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in N e d e r l a n d ” , A r t .  1 6 ,  7 9 ( 4 ) ;  R u l e s  f o r ,  A r t .  

7 9 ( 6 ) ;  F o r w a r d i n g  A c t s  t o  C h u r c h e s  a b r o a d ,  A r t .  7 9 ( 3 ) ;  R e l a t i o n s h i p  “ G e r e f o r 

m e e r d e  K e r k e n  in  N e d e r l a n d ”  w i t h  “ P r e s b y t e r i a n  K o r y o - P a ”  in  K o r e a ,  A r t .  7 9 ( 5 ) ;  

M a n d a t e  C o m m i t t e e  f o r ,  A r t .  7 9 ( 8 ) .

Declaration o f Agreement, proposed, Art. 58.
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E x a m i n a t i o n s ,  R e q u i r e d  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l ,  A r t .  1 7 1 .

F a b e r ,  R e v .  D r s .  J . ,  A p p o i n t m e n t  a s  P r o f e s s o r ,  A r t .  1 1 8 ,  1 6 0 ;  W e l c o m e  t o ,  A r t .  1 3 5 .

F i n a n c e s  o f  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 ,  A r t .  4 2 .

F i n a n c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  O r a n g e v i l l e ,  A r t .  6 ( d ) ,  1 8 3 .

F o r m s  f o r  E x c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  M e m b e r s  b y  B a p t i s m ,  A r t .  8 0 .

G e n e r a l  S y n o d ,  D e l e g a t e s  t o ,  A r t .  2 ,  3 5 ,  5 5 ,  6 0 ,  6 2 ,  6 5 ,  7 0 ,  7 2 ,  9 0 ,  9 5 ,  1 0 6 ,  1 6 6 ;  O f f i c e r s  

o f ,  A r t .  3 ;  A g e n d a  o f ,  A r t .  5 ;  T i m e  s c h e d u le  o f ,  A r t .  6 ( b )  ( f ) ;  A d j o u r n m e n t  fo r  

m e e t i n g  o f  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  S u p e r - a n n u a t i o n ,  A r t .  9 ,  f o r  m e e t i n g  L e a g u e  o f  

C a n a d i a n  R e f o r m e d  Y o u n g  P e o p l e ’s S o c i e t i e s ,  A r t .  10 ;  M i le a g e  f o r ,  A r t .  1 3 ;  C o n 

v e n i n g  C h u r c h ,  A r t .  1 8 4 ;  P r o v i s i o n a l  c lo s in g  o f ,  A r t .  1 8 7 .

H e i d e l b e r g  C a t e c h i s m ,  T r a n s l a t i o n  o f ,  A r t .  5 7 .

K o u w e n h o v e n ,  M .  T h . ,  R e v .  F . ,  A p p o i n t m e n t  as  P r o f e s s o r ,  A r t .  1 6 0 ;  W e l c o m e  t o ,  A r t .

1 6 8 .

L e c t u r e r s ,  see  P r o f e s s o r s  a n d  L e c t u r e r s .

L e f f e r s ,  M r .  H . ,  L e t t e r  o f  A p p r e c i a t i o n  t o ,  A r t .  1 1 7 (c ) .

O r t h o d o x  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  R e q u e s t  D e p u t i e s  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i t h .  A r t .  1 1 , 2 3 ;  C o n t a c t  

w i t h ,  A r t .  1 4 3 ,  1 4 7 ,  1 5 4 ;  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  C o n t a c t  w i t h ,  A r t .  1 8 0  ( i ) .

P r e s s  R e le a s e ,  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f ,  A r t .  6 ( c ) ;  L a n g u a g e  o f ,  A r t .  1 2 ;  C a r e  o f ,  A r t .  6 4 ,  1 8 5 .

P r o f e s s o r s  a n d  L e c t u r e r s ,  D e c i s io n  t o  a p p o i n t  P r o f e s s o r s ,  A r t .  7 8 ,  1 0 0 ;  A p p o i n t m e n t  o f ,  

A r t .  1 1 8 ,  1 6 0 ;  U l t i m a t e  d a t e  o f  d e c i s i o n  f o r  a p p o i n t e d ,  A r t .  1 3 2 ,  I V ,  1 6 1 ;  I n f o r 

m a t i o n  a b o u t  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  A r t .  1 3 2 ,  V I I ( 2 ) ;  S a l a r y  o f  A r t .  1 3 2 ,  V I I I  ( a ) ;  E n t e r 

in g  u p o n  o f f i c e  b y ,  A r t .  1 3 2 ,  V I I I ( b , 2 ) ;  E c c le s i a s t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s o r s ,  A r t .  
1 4 0 ,  1 6 3 ;  A p p o i n t m e n t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  A r t .  1 6 0  ( 4 ) .

P r o t e s t s  a n d / o r  A p p e a l s ,  R e v .  C .  d e  H a a n ,  A r t .  3 9 ;  “ C a n a d i a n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  c / o  R e v .  

C .  d e  H a a n ” , A r t .  3 7 ,  5 1 ;  M r .  T .  V a n d c B r i n k  a n d  M r .  W. V o g e l z a n g ,  A r t .  5 0 ;  M r .  R .

F .  B o e r s e m a ,  A r t .  1 5 5 ,  I V ,  V .

R e p o r t s ,  T i m e - l i m i t  f o r ,  A r t .  4 1 .

R e q u e s t s ,  M r .  M . H o o g e r d i j k ,  A r t .  4 6 ;  M e ss r s .  K .  B l o k h u i s ,  J .  F e r k r a n u s ,  S .  J .  V a n d e r -  

K o o y ,  A r t .  1 7 4 .

1 3 4



R e v is e d  S t a n d a r d  V e r s i o n ,  A r t .  4 5 .

S c h o l t e n ,  M .  T h . ,  R e v .  H . ,  A p p o i n t m e n t  a s  L e c t u r e r ,  A r t .  1 1 8 .

S e l le s ,  R e v .  L . ,  A p p o i n t m e n t  a s  P r o f e s s o r ,  A r t .  1 1 8 .

Supplem en ts:

1. R e p o r t  F i n a n c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  G e n e r a l  S y n o d  E d m o n t o n  1 9 6 5 .

2 .  R e p o r t  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  R evised  S tandard Version.

3 .  R e p o r t  D e p u t y - G o v e r n o r s  f o r  t h e  Training fo r  the M inistry.

4 .  R e p o r t  T r e a s u r e r  Training fo r  the M inistry.

5 . R e p o r t  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  Training fo r  the M inistry.

6 -A .  R e p o r t  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  C orrespondence w ith  Churches A broad , re M ajority  
R eport.

6-13. R e p o r t  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Correspondence w ith  Churches A broad , re M inor
i ty  R eport.

7 .  R e p o r t  D e p u t i e s  f o r  a n  English Calvinistic Psalter.

8 .  R e p o r t  P u b l i c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  a n  English Calvinistic Psalter.

9 .  R e p o r t  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  The B o o k  o f  Praise.

10 . R e p o r t  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  C on tac t w ith  the Christian R e fo rm ed  Church.

1 1-A. R e p o r t  D e p u t i e s  a d  A r t i c l e  1 9  C .O .

1 1-B. S u p p l e m e n t  R e p o r t  D e p u t i e s  a d  A r t i c l e  19 C .O .

12.  D r a f t  T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  O r d e r .

T h e o l o g i c a l  C o l le g e ,  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f ,  A r t .  91 ( d ) ;  O p e n i n g  d a t e  o f ,  

A r t .  1 3 2 ,  111; C e r t i f i c a t e  i s s u e d  b y  T e a c h i n g  S t a f f  o f ,  A r t .  1 7 1 ;  N a m e  o f ,  A r t .  1 8 6 .

T r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t r y ,  A r t .  7 1 ,  9 1 , 9 2 ,  1 1 7 ,  1 3 2 ,  1 6 9 ;  A p p o i n t m e n t  P r o f e s s o r s  a n d  

L e c t u r e r s ,  A r t .  7 8 ,  1 0 0 ,  1 1 8 ,  1 6 0 ,  1 8 7 ;  O v e r t u r e s  r e  Q uotum  f o r .  A r t .  I l l ;  R e 

q u i r e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  f o r .  A r t .  1 3 2 ,  V ,  V I ;  P r o p o s a l  re o t h e r  C o l le g e s ,  A r t .  1 7 0 ;  

B u d g e t  f o r ,  A r t .  1 3 2 ,  V I ;  E s t a t e  f o r ,  A r t .  1 1 7  ( a ) ,  1 3 2 ,  II ( 2 ) ,  1 6 2 ;  L i b r a r y  f o r .  A r t .  

91  ( e ) ,  1 3 2 ,  V I I I  ( b , l ) ;  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  see  C o m m i t t e e  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  C o l le g e ,  

see  T h e o l o g i c a l  C o l le g e ;  G o v e r n o r s ,  see  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s .

135



VanDooren, M .Th., Rev. G., Appointment as Lecturer, Art. 118.

VanOene, Rev. W.W.J., Congratulations to, Art. 7; Address of, 
Art. 119, 151, 189.

VanPopta, Rev. J.T., Illness of, Art. 22, 24, 136; Appointment as 
Professor, Art. 118, 119; Passing away of Art. 151, 156.

M r.  H .  B o u w m a n ,  G r a n d  R a p i d s ,  M i c h ig a n ,  

h a d  t o  leave  S y n o d  b e c a u s e  o f  i l lness .

136


